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United Nations in Nepal  

M 
inister for Foreign Affairs, 
Hon‘ble Mr. Madhav 
Prasad Ghimire, had a 

meeting with United Nations 
Secretary-General His Excellency 
Mr. Ban Ki-moon on 01 July at the 
United Nations Office at Geneva.  

The Minister for Foreign Affairs 
reaffirmed Nepal‘s strong 
commitment to the United Nations 
Charter. While conveying the 
greetings from the Chairman of the 
Interim Council of Ministers, he 
thanked the Secretary-General for 
his statement of welcome on the 

formation of the current Council of 
Ministers as well as the 
announcement of the election date. 
He also updated the Secretary-
General on the current situation in 
Nepal, in particular the progress on 
the peace process and the 
preparation being made for holding 
the elections of the Constituent 
Assembly on 19 November this 

Secretary-General meets with 

Foreign Affairs Minister of Nepal 

Secretary-General Mr. Ban Ki-moon (right) 
meets with Mr. Madhav Prasad Ghimire, 
Minister of Home Affairs and Foreign Affairs 
of the Federal Democratic Republic of 
Nepal, in Geneva. 01 July 2013, Geneva, 
Switzerland 
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United Nations 
GENEVA, 1 July —  

Kathmandu, 13 August —  

Mr. Jamie McGoldrick has 
assumed the position of Resident 
Coordinator of the United Nations 
System‘s Operational Activities 
for Development in Nepal and the 
Resident Representative of the 
United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP). He is also 
Director of UN Information Centre 
(UNIC). Mr. Jamie McGoldrick, 
called on the Chairman of the 
Council of Ministers, Right 
Honourable Khil Raj Regmi on 13 
August to present the Letter of 
Credentials from the UN 
Secretary-General Mr. Ban Ki-
moon. 

Immediately prior to coming to 
Nepal Mr. Jamie McGoldrick was 
the Resident Coordinator in 
Georgia. Before this, Mr 
McGoldrick worked at the UN 
office for Coordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs in Geneva, 
Switzerland. He has served as 
Chief of Humanitarian 
Coordination Support Section 
(2009) and as Chief of OCHA‘s 
Humanitarian Reform Support 

Mr. Jamie McGoldrick, Resident 
Coordinator of the United Nations for Nepal. 
 

New UN Resident 

Coordinator 
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year. He also expressed hope that 
the solidarity and support on the 
part of the Secretary General and 
the United Nations would continue 
in the coming months for the 
successful holding of the elections. 
While informing Government‘s all-
out efforts to bring all political 
parties on board, he reiterated the 
commitment to hold the 
Constituent Assembly elections in 
a free and fair manner. The 
Minister emphasised that there is 
no alternative to election. 

In response, the Secretary-General 
noted with satisfaction that recent 
political developments taking place 
in Nepal is encouraging. He 
appreciated the efforts made 
towards holding elections and 
expressed the hope that elections 
will be held in a credible and 
democratic way. He pledged UN‘s 
full support to Nepal‘s political 
process. 

The Secretary-General appreciated 
the vision of Nepal for the 
graduation from the status of LDC 
by 2022 and praised the role 
played by Nepal in highlighting the 
concerns and difficulties of LDCs in 
multilateral forums. He also 
appreciated the good progress 
made by Nepal in meeting most of 
the Millennium Development 

Goals. He said sustainable political 
stability helps achieve further 
progress on sustainable 
development. 

The Foreign Minister underlined 
the need for giving due recognition 
to the special needs and difficulties 
of LDCs and LLDCs in the 
articulation and implementation of 
the post 2015 development 
agenda.  

The Secretary-General deeply 
appreciated the role of the 
Nepalese peacekeepers and said 
that their sacrifices would not go in 
vain. 

Other issues that figured during the 
meeting include scope of wider 
cooperation for the development of 
Lumbini, and the role of Official 
Development Assistance (ODA) in 
the changed context and concern 
over its declining trend which might 
negatively impact on the 
achievement of the key goals and 
objectives outlined in the Istanbul 
Programme of Action. The 
importance of having a binding 
mechanism on the climate change 
and the necessity of a better 
disaster risk reduction strategy in 
particular for the vulnerable 
countries were also stressed. 

Unit (2006-2008). 

Mr. McGoldrick began his career 
as a news producer and 
researcher with a number of TV 
production companies in the 
United Kingdom, such as BBC, 
Sky TV, Channel 4 and Middle 
East Broadcasting. Over his 
career Mr. McGoldrick has also 
worked with the International 
Federation of Red Cross (IFRC); 
International Committee of Red 
Cross (ICRC) and Save the 
Children Fund (UK). From 1995 
to 2009 Mr. Jamie McGoldrick 
has taken positions for OCHA of 
increasing responsibility in 
headquarters in New York and 
Geneva as well as serving in, 
amongst other countries, 
Tajikistan, Sierra Leone, West 
Bank and Pakistan.  

Upon assuming office in Nepal, 
Mr. McGoldrick said,  

 
Mr. McGoldrick, an Irish national, 
is a political science graduate. 
 
Mr. Jamie McGoldrick arrived in 
Nepal on 10 August 2013. 

O 
n behalf of development 
partners engaged in the 
elections in Nepal the UN 

Resident Coordinator a.i. Terence 
D. Jones had issued the following 
statement: ‗Nepal‘s development 
partners reiterate their strong 
support for Constituent Assembly 
elections in November 2013 and 
local government elections 
thereafter.  Nepal‘s development 
partners appreciate efforts to 
convene representatives of all 
political parties to reach agreement 
on the final parameters of free and 
fair elections that will lead to an 
inclusive Constituent Assembly.  
Contributions from development 
partners to the Elections 
Commission of Nepal are designed 
to help ensure that the polls are 

held on time and are credible and 
inclusive.‘  

Support for CA Election 

United Nations 
KATHMANDU, 23 July —  

I feel privileged to 
be taking up this 

assignment in 
Nepal. I am 

looking forward to, 
together with the 

UN Country Team, 
working closely 

with the 
Government of 
Nepal for the 

people of Nepal. 

Mr. Terence D. Jones, Formar UN Resident 
Coordinator a.i. to Nepal.  
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T 
hirty one youths were 
inducted in the third UN 
traineeship programme from 

31 May. UN Agencies in Nepal 
have initiated a joint traineeship 
programme to provide capacity 
building and professional training to 
University graduates from socially 
excluded groups to develop their 
professional competencies and 
enhance their employability 
prospects. 

The programme will be for an 11 
month period with a full time on the 
job training assignment with access 
to mentoring and practical 
experience in an international UN 
working environment. Opportunities 
for prospective trainees are 
provided in the areas of general 
administration, programme/project 
development and management in 
the areas of Poverty Reduction, 
Environment, Governance, Peace 
Building, Child Protection, Nutrition, 

Health, Water Sanitation and 
Hygiene, Social Policy, Migration, 
Education, Agriculture & Forestry, 
Gender Equality & Social Inclusion, 
Population, Monitoring and 
Evaluation, Human Resource 
Management, Finance, 

Administration and other UN related 
themes. 

UN Traineeship 3rd  

Cohort starts 

UN Trainees in inauguration programme at 
UN Conference Hall.   
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UNCT 
KATHMANDU 31 May —  

A trainee expressing her expectation during 
the inauguration session.   
 
Hall.  Photo: UNIC 
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A 
round 27 million persons in 
the world indulge in 
problematic drug use 

leading to severe health 
consequences .  Some 250,000 
persons die annually due to drug 
abuse, half of them from overdose.  

Global drug markets continue to 
change with new drugs emerging. 
Organized criminal groups respond 
to better law enforcement efforts 
and diversify their routes and modi 
operandi seeking to expand into 
new markets. Traditionally known 
drugs such as cocaine and heroin 
are now consumed in a variety of 
markets across the world. The 
production and use of synthetic 
drugs, including amphetamines and 
ecstasy are spreading likewise. In 
some regions, especially in South 
Asia, prescription drugs containing 
narcotic substances are easily 
available across the counter and 
constitute a main substance of 
abuse. 

The devastating effects of drug 
trafficking across borders on public 
health, security,  governance and 
related consequences, such as 
money-laundering and corruption, 
led the world community to agree 
as early as 1988 on an international 
Convention that deals specifically 
with drug trafficking.  The United 
Nations Convention against Illicit 
Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and 
Psychotropic Substances, 1988 

provides comprehensive measures 
against drug trafficking, including 
provisions on money laundering 
and the diversion of precursor 
chemicals used for the production 
of drugs.  It provides for 
international cooperation through, 
for example, extradition of drug 
traffickers, controlled deliveries and 
transfer of proceedings.  Two 
earlier Drug Conventions from 1961 
and 1971 established internationally 
applicable control measures for 
narcotic drugs and psychotropic 
substances with the purpose to 
ensure their availability for medical 
and scientific purposes, such as 
opiates for palliative care and 
prevent their diversion into illegal 
channels.  

The United Nations Office on Drugs 
and Crime was created in 1991 to 
support countries in the 
implementation of the three 
Conventions balancing supply and 
demand reduction efforts in a 
holistic and comprehensive way. In 
doing so, UNODC mainly 
addresses three area of concerns:  
(i) to secure reliable information, 
data and analyses on the global, 

UNODC together with South Asian Governments 

adopt health centric approach to tackle  

drug problem 
— Ms Cristina Albertin 

Representative, United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime 
Regional Office for South Asia   

Across the world, 
drug use is 
mainly a youth 
problem: 
prevalence rates 
increase through 
teenage years 
and peak 
between 18 and 
25. Most drug 
users seek 
treatment only in 
their late 20s and 
most drug deaths 
occur in the mid 
30s. More men 
than women use 
drugs, women 
being a more 
hidden 
population. Not 
even a third of 
those who 
require treatment 
have received it. 

UNODC 
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regional and national drug situation, 
(ii) to adopt legislation, policies and 
procedures in line with international 
commitments, standards and 
principles and (iii) provide capacity-
building and training to public 
officials and practitioners applying 
evidence-based approaches, global 
knowledge products and good 
international practices. 

Since 1997, UNODC has been 
producing annually the World Drug 
Report which analyzes global data 
with regard to drug production, drug 
trafficking and drug use. Data are 
based on information provided by 
Governments and experts. While 
tremendous progress has been 
made in assessing quantities and 
flows of different drugs allowing to 
visualize a global picture on trends, 
there are still major gaps with 
regard to proper data on drug use, 
both in terms of quantity and 
quality. Such data are not only 
important to assess the drug 
problem at global level, but are 
essential at country level as only 
proper evidence can inform proper 
policy decisions. In South Asia, 
UNODC has provided technical 
assistance to India (2001), Bhutan 
(2010) and more recently to 
Maldives and Pakistan in producing 
drug use data of national scale. 
However, surveys need to be 
conducted and updated regularly 
considering the changes in drug 
markets and in fast-changing South 
Asian societies. It is most urgent 
that national drug use surveys be 
conducted for Bangladesh, India 
and Nepal  as well as in new 
emerging hotspots at state or local 
level - out of concern for its large 
share of young and vulnerable 
population.   

While all countries in South Asia 
have ratified the three drug control 
conventions and translated 
provisions into domestic laws, 
especially with regard to the 
establishment of drug production, 
drug trafficking and money-
laundering as punishable offences, 
there is still a great need to develop 
and implement comprehensive drug 
use prevention, treatment, 
rehabilitation and reintegration 
policies both at country and state/
local level. These need to be health
-centred, embody human rights and 
address stigma and discrimination 
of people who use drugs and who 

live which HIV.  

To help develop these, UNODC has 
supported rapid assessments, 
operational research and strategic 
information studies on knowledge, 
attitudes, behaviours and practices 
(KABP) on drug use and HIV 
prevention for selected target 
groups, such as injecting drug 
users (IDU), female drug users and 
prison inmates. UNODC has 
developed together with 
Governments in South Asia national 
advocacy strategies focusing on 
removing barriers in programme 
implementation related to drug use 
and HIV/AIDS.  

UNODC also developed low-cost 
service delivery models, such as 
drop-in-centers and health camps 
for communities to reach out to 
people who require treatment using 
a peer-led approach. Since 2008, 
UNODC has been working with 
Women who inject drugs (WID), 
and Women who use drugs (WUD), 
female prisoners and women living 
with HIV and AIDS (WLHIV) in an 
innovative project that has 
pioneered approaches to meeting 
women‘s special needs for 
programmes and services. 

While in all South Asian countries, 

treatment and health services for 
drug users do now exist to some 
extent, drug use prevention policies 
lag critically behind. Drug use 
prevention efforts in the region rely 
mostly on grants given to NGOs 
without comprehensive, evidence-
based drug use prevention policies 
or strategies that are regularly 
monitored, reviewed and evaluated 
with regard to their effectiveness 
and impact.  

Considering the breadth of the 
three drug control conventions and 
the evolving challenges in drug 
control, capacity-building for a great 
variety of officials and practitioners 
is a must, in which UNODC 
engages continuously at global, 
regional and national level.  

In drug law enforcement, this 
includes training on proper 
understanding of legal frameworks, 
international reporting 
requirements, detection, 
identification and profiling of drugs 
and precursors, forensics, special 
investigative techniques, countering 
money-laundering, environmentally 
safe destruction of drugs and 
precursors, new forms of crimes 
and the use of internet for crimes.  
While training in the past was 
imparted through class room 
training to a limited number of 
officials, UNODC has now 
introduced the UNODC-developed 
global knowledge product, the 
Computer-Based Training (CBT) on 
drug law enforcement to customs 
and drug law enforcement agencies 
across South Asia allowing to reach 
out to a much larger number of 
officials who can organize their 
training according to their own 
timings and requirements.  

The above presents part of the 
universe that UNODC has been 
covering in the last years in support 
of ongoing national efforts. The 
evolving drug scenario in South 
Asia calls for much more. At the 
forefront is the political will to make 
a health-centred drug control 
approach a top priority for the sake 
of the health of its future 
generations while at the same time 
embracing regional and 
international cooperation to 
investigate, bring to justice and 
recover the illicit proceeds of 
international criminal groups which 
drive drug trafficking.  

In Nepal, UNODC 
piloted drug 
treatment for opioid 
users rolling out 
methadone 
substitution 
treatment in 
selected hospitals 
and is also 
supporting the low 
cost community 
based care and 
support program for 
drug users using 
sublingual 
Buprenorphine as 
the primary 
medication.  
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F 
rom a distance, Sunkuda 
village, nestled on the top of 
a hill amidst the sloping 

meadows and terraced fields with 
mountains in the backdrop, is a 
visual treat for one‘s eyes. 

As you step in, it doesn‘t take too 
long to witness the tough life of 
people in this stunning yet poverty-
stricken village, where access to 
basic services like electricity, 
market, health and sanitation is 
minimal. 

Among the scattered mud-and-
stone built houses on the hill, a one 
story building with white walls and 
blue roof stands out from the rest – 
a signature of WFP‘s support.  This 
is Bhumiraj Primary School, where 
around 130 children are studying 
from grade 1 -5.  

Things were not rosy when the 
school came into operation more 
than a decade ago, according to 
Yagya Raj Joshi, the headmaster of 
the school. 

―Our school had a poor history. 
There were only 20 students when 
the school came into operation 16 
years ago.  We struggled to 
manage the resources and children 
had a difficult time focusing on their 
studies,‖ said Joshi. 

The school saw a gradual increase 

in the enrollment of children after 
WFP‘s school meals were 
introduced six years ago. Today, 
the majority of the children are able 
to attend the school instead of 
helping parents with household 
chores. 

―The physical environment of the 
school was not ideal for children. 
They used to study lying on a dusty 
ground under the open sky. When 
there was rain or too much sun they 
would simply run away,‖ recalled 
Yagya Raj Joshi, the headmaster of 
the school. 

The school got a new life in 2012 
when WFP partnered with the 
German development agency, GIZ, 
and started investing in improving 
school infrastructure to create 
conducive learning environment 
under the School Support 
Programme funded by the USDA 
McGovern-Dole project. 

The programme included the assets 
creation component, 
complementing the School Meals 
Programme under which, the 
parents of the children worked in 
small scale infrastructure 
construction of the schools, 
receiving WFP food and/or cash as 
wage in return for their work in 
building the school infrastructure. At 
the same time, GIZ provides 
technical expertise and material 
cost for the construction and 
rehabilitation of school building, 
kitchen, compound walls and 

latrines. 

With  a newly constructed three-
room building, a proper kitchen is 
installed with an improved cooking 
stove for cooking school meals, and 
separate toilets for boys and girls, 
the school has got a new face. 
Children no longer study sitting on 
the floor as their classrooms are 
equipped with desks and benches. 

―We were always struggling to keep 
children comfortable and safe in the 
school. Without WFP and GIZ 
support we would have had to wait 
for many years to have a proper 
building and furniture. We simply 
could not afford it,‖ said Joshi. 

In 2012, the School Support 
Programme reached more than 60 
primary schools in rural villages of 
Bajhang and the neighbouring 
district Baitadi, benefitting over 
10,000 young children with 
improved learning environment for 
quality education and better 
performance of children. 

―We (WFP and GIZ) worked 
together in the school support 
programme targeting those areas 
where there was a high level of 
food insecurity and most 
households have agricultural 
produce hardly enough for five to 
six months,‖ said Kumar KC, GIZ‘s 
district programme officer.  ―The 
programme worked very well and 
has empowered the local 
community.‖ 

Supporting Schools With Better 

Infrastructure 

Students in class room of  Bhumiraj Primary 
School in Bajhang.  
 
Photo: WFP 
 

WFP 
BAJHANG 31 July —  
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A 
n international symposium 
entitled ―Revisiting 
Kathmandu. Safeguarding 

living urban heritage‖ will take place 
from 25 to 29 November 2013 in 
the Kathmandu Valley World 
Heritage property. UNESCO and 
Nepal National Committee of the 
International Council on 
Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS 
Nepal), the two organizers of the 
event, have now launched a call for 
papers for which abstracts should 
be submitted by 25 August 2013. 

The symposium  will discuss how to 
maintain the delicate balance 
between conserving what provides 
the historic city it‘s intrinsic 
character and value while, at the 
same time, allowing for the change 
that is required for a city to sustain 
its social and economic vibrancy. 

―The symposium takes place in a 
context where the understanding of 
heritage is changing to include not 
only monuments, but entire cities 
where people live, work, worship 

and celebrate festivals‖ says Axel 
Plathe, UNESCO Representative to 
Nepal. 

―As values and aspirations of the 
society change, the urban spaces 
must adapt and respond to this 
change‖ says Kai Weise, President 
of ICOMOS Nepal. 

The symposium, which is being 
organized by the UNESCO Office in 
Kathmandu and the ICOMOS 
Nepal, together with a variety of 
partners including the Department 
of Archaeology and the 
International Scientific Committee 
for Risk Preparedness of ICOMOS 
of Nepal, will begin with an 
inaugural ceremony on the evening 
of 25 November 2013 and will be 
followed by a series of workshops 
over the next four days. 

During each of the four main days 
of the symposium, the participants 
will discuss the conservation of 
living urban heritage based on four 
themes and each day the venue will 
shift to a different monument zone 
of the Kathmandu Valley World 
Heritage property. In Lalitpur the 

theme will be ―Authenticity‖, in 
Pashupati ―Heritage Management‖, 
in Bhaktapur ―Community 
involvement‖ and in Kathmandu 
―Disaster Risk Reduction‖.  

The symposium will contribute to 
the international discussion on how 
best to safeguarding living urban 
heritage taking into account 
theoretical understanding as well as 
practical approaches.  

See Conference website below for 
more information: http://
www.unesco.org/new/en/
kathmandu/culture/revisiting-
kathmandu/ 

Conference on safeguarding living 

urban heritage to be held in Nov 

UNESCO 
KATHMANDU, 26 June —  

I 
OM, as the Camp Coordination 
and Camp Management 
(CCCM) cluster co-lead, took 

part in the National Disaster 
Simulation Exercise in Kathmandu 
on the 19 June, along with other 
national and international entities. 
This simulation exercise was 
organized by the Ministry of Home 
Affairs of Nepal (MoHA) based on 
the National Disaster Response 
Framework. In this exercise, eleven 
emergency response clusters – 
CCCM, WASH, emergency 
telecommunication systems (ECS), 
health, food, nutrition, education, 
protection, logistics, communication 
and early recovery –reviewed the 
standard operating procedures 
described in their respective 
contingency plans for a given 
disaster scenario. Each cluster‘s 
response were critically evaluated 
by a high-level team at the end of 

the day. 

In case of an emergency, the 
Department of Urban Development 
and Building Construction (DUDBC) 
under the Ministry of Urban 
Development (MoUD) acts as the 
CCCM cluster lead, whilst the IOM 
plays the role of the co-lead and the 
MoHA provides overall emergency 
response and preparedness 
coordination.  

The CCCM cluster aims at assisting 
and protecting internally displaced 
persons (IDPs), and is responsible 
for ensuring the impartial 
distribution of assistance to all 
IDPs, identifying needs among 
camps, developing overall camp 
response strategies, creating 
spaces for the effective delivery of 
humanitarian interventions, and 
listening to residents in camps. 

―This simulation exercise is of 
utmost important in ensuring the 
CCCM cluster‘s responses and 
actions on the ground and in 
improving the overall disaster 
preparedness and resilience of 
Nepal,‖ said Maurizio Busatti, IOM 
Nepal Chief of Mission. 

In Nepal, it is estimated that some 
40,000 people could lose their lives, 
up to 200,000 could be injured and 
between 600,000-900,000 left 
homeless if a major earthquake 
were to hit the Kathmandu valley. 
To prepare for such an event, IOM 
and the MoHA have jointly identified 
83 humanitarian open spaces in the 
valley that could be used for 
humanitarian purposes such as 
camps, water, sanitation and health 
facilities, medical facilities and 
logistics. 

National Disaster Simulation 

Exercise held in Kathmandu  
IOM 
KATHMANDU 19 June —  

http://www.unesco.org/new/en/kathmandu/culture/revisiting-kathmandu/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/kathmandu/culture/revisiting-kathmandu/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/kathmandu/culture/revisiting-kathmandu/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/kathmandu/culture/revisiting-kathmandu/
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T 
wo Nepali manuscripts of 
world significance are now 
in UNESCO‘s Memory of 

the World Register. The 
Niśvāsattatvasaṃhitā, the earliest 
surviving tantric manuscript, and 
the Susrutasamhita, the oldest 
document in the field of Ayurveda 
medicine, have been added 
yesterday to the prestigious list 
recognizing documentary heritage 
of outstanding value.  They are the 
first inscriptions from Nepal in the 
Register. 

―I congratulate Nepal for the 
inscriptions of the two manuscripts 
in the Memory of the World 
Register. I am confident that their 
inclusion in the Register contributes 
to creating greater awareness of 
the need to preserve Nepal‘s 
memory held in the country‘s 
archives and libraries‖, says Axel 
Plathe, UNESCO representative to 
Nepal. 

The Niśvāsattatvasaṃhitā 
Manuscript, which is deposited at 
the National Archives, is said to be 
the earliest surviving tantric 
manuscript and as such it is 
important source for the early 

history of tantrism. It has had a 
great influence in shaping other 
tantric texts. Tantrism has had 
impact on many major Asian 
religions and even influenced Islam 
practiced in India. The Western 
World has been influenced by 
tantras through the practice of 
yoga, which has its roots in tantrism 
(Bjonnes) as well as through the 
New Age groups in America. 

The 1134 year old palm leaf 
manuscript of the Susrutasamhita 
(Sahottartantra), held by the Keshar 
Library in Kathmandu, is considered 
as the oldest document in the field 
of Ayurveda medicine, a systematic 
and formal tradition of healing that 
became South Asia's principal 
medical system and has profoundly 
influenced all cultures surrounding 
South Asia including Tibet, Central 
Asia, China, South-East Asia and 
the Middle East. The manuscript 
focuses especially on surgery and 
discusses various kinds of diseases 
related to heart, skin, gynecology, 
etc. It also describes various 
methods and use of herbs in curing 
diseases. 

The two manuscripts from Nepal 
are among 54 new additions to the 
Memory of the World Register, 
approved yesterday by UNESCO 

Director-General Irina Bokova. 
Among the others are The Life and 
Works of Ernesto Che Guevara: 
from the original manuscripts of his 
adolescence and youth to the 
campaign Diary in Bolivia, 
presented by Bolovia and Cuba; the 
Pages of Testimony Collection, Yad 
Vashem Jerusalem, 1954-2004, 
presented by Israel; and Maha 
Lawkamarazein or Kuthodaw 
Inscription Shrines, presented by 
Myanmar,  

The complete list is available at: 
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/
communication-and-information/
flagship-project-activities/memory-
of-the-world/register/access-by-
year/2013/ 

The Memory of the World Register 
now includes a total of 299 
documents and document 
collections from the five continents, 
safeguarded on various supports 
from stone to celluloid and 
parchment to sound recordings.   

UNESCO established the Memory 
of the World Programme in 1992. 
Impetus came originally from a 
growing awareness of the parlous 
state of preservation of, and access 
to, documentary heritage in many 
parts of the world. 

Two manuscripts from Nepal 

now in UNESCO’s prestigious 

Memory of the World Register  

1. Nisvasatattva Sanhita. © National 
Archives 
 
2. Susrut sanhita. © Kaiser Library 
 
Photo:  UNESCO  

UNESCO 
KATHMANDU,  19 June —  
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O 
n the occasion of the 40th 
World Environmental Day, 
2013, UN-Habitat 

participated as a support 
organization in the Eco-fair 
organized by Ministry of Science, 
Technology and Environment 
(MoSTE), Government of Nepal 
(GoN) and Himal Media from June 
5 to 7, 2013 in Nepal Academy 
Kamaladi, Kathmandu.  During the 
three-day fair, UN-Habitat 
organized three different events – 
Green Homes Exhibition Stall, Eco-
learn, and Eco-tours. 

UN Habitat and partners displayed 
different features of green homes 
through models and different 
educational materials. During the 
fair, Honorable Minister for Energy 
and Science Technology and 
Environment, Mr. Umakanta Jha, 
Chief Secretary, Mr. Lilamani 
Poudel, and Secretary for Ministry 
of Science Technology and 
Environment, Mr. Keshav Prasad 
Bhattarai, and Director General of 
Environment Department, Dr. 

Yubak Dhoj GC, visited UN-Habitat 
and interacted with UN-Habitat 
team on green homes features, 
availability and reliability of 
construction materials and green 
services. During the three days, 
green homes model was 
highlighted by various media and 
newspapers.  

On June 5, 2013, UN-Habitat in 
association with GoN and Himal 
Media hosted an Eco-learn 
Programme to share and learn 
more about the concept and 
application of green homes in the 
context of Nepal. The programme 
was chaired by Dr. Yubak Dhoj GC, 
Director General, Environment 
Department, GoN. In the 
programme, Mr. P. S. Joshi from 
UN-Habitat explained the 
importance of Green Homes in 
Nepal and current initiatives of UN-
Habitat to promote sustainable 
housing in Nepal. Other three green 
homes practitioners shared their 
experiences on house-hold level 
water and waste management 
approaches as well as passive 
solar design in house construction 
with use of local sustainable 

building materials.     . 

UN-Habitat organized two ‗Eco-
tours‘ for visitors who were 
interested to observe green 
buildings and services on June 6 
and 7, 2013.  In the first visit, 25 
visitors from various sectors 
including students, architects, 
engineers, entrepreneurs, 
organizations and individuals visited 
the Mato-Ghar in Budhanilkantha. 
The building is built from earth 
rammed technology with bamboo 
truss incorporating all the 
components of Green Homes - 
passive solar heating, cooling and 
ventilation, energy efficient 
mechanism with solar system, and 
water and waste water conservation 
system. In the second visit, visitors 
visited an eco-home in Kirtipur, 
which is equipped with eco-services 
- rainwater harvesting, wastewater 
treatment, composting and biogas. 
During the visits, visitors curiously 
interacted with house owners on 
features of green buildings and 
services, construction process, 
cost, reliability and its merits and 
demerits.   

Celebration of World 

Environmental Day: Promotion 

of Sustainable Housing 

Mr. Lilamani Poudel and Secretary Mr. 
Keshav Prasad Bhattarai visit the UN-
Habitat's Green Homes stall and interact 
with UN-Habitat official Mr. Padma Sundar 
Joshi.  
 
Photo:  UN-HABITAT  

UN-HABITAT 
KATHMANDU,  5 June —  
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U 
N-Habitat is addressing 
urban climate change 
agenda through Cities and 

Climate Change Initiatives (CCCI). 
Collaborating with European Union 
under SWITCH Asia call for 
Sustainable Consumption and 
Production, UN-Habitat and 
partners has initiated a project 
"Green Homes: Promoting 
Sustainable Housing in Nepal". The 
project aims to promote sustainable 
housing technologies and services 
to contribute towards mitigating 
climate change and reducing 
poverty through creation of green 
jobs and moving towards a green 
economy. This three year project 
will be implemented primarily in 
three cities of Nepal - Lalitpur, 
Pokhara and Dharan with wider 
impact to other municipalities.  

Recently, UN-Habitat in 
collaboration with Pokhara Sub-
metropolitan City and Dharan 
Municipality organized orientation 
programmes in Pokhara on May 31, 
2013 and in Dharan on June 10, 
2013.  The main objective of these 
programmes was to share 
information on basic objectives and 
activities of this unique initiative and 
to promote sustainable housing 
approach to different stakeholders 
of this project. Participants in both 
cities included government staff, 
municipality staff, professionals, 
representatives of different 
organizations, representatives of 
SMEs, FNCCI NEA, local leaders 
and media people.  

 In these workshops, respective 
municipalities presented problems 
of water and waste management 
and their initiatives to develop 

clean, green and beautiful city. UN-
Habitat highlighted the needs and 
importance of green homes in these 
rapidly urbanizing cities and 
presented an overview of the green 
homes project highlighting its 
objectives, activities and key 
components. In addition, UN-
Habitat also presented some green 
building technologies and 
sustainable building construction 
materials as well as house-hold 
level water and waste management 
techniques. President of local 
Chamber of Commerce & Industry, 
President of Nepal Engineers' 
Association Local Chapter and 
Representatives of DUDBC 
highlighted the importance of the 
project in the context of Nepal. 
Participants were also involved in a 
live discussion on the issues of 
sustainable housing  

Promotion of Sustainable 

Housing in Pokhara and Dharan 

Urban Climate Chanage workshop in 
progress.  
 
Photo:  UN-HABITAT  

UN-HABITAT 
KATHMANDU,  31 July —  
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United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP) and the 
Government of Nepal (GoN) have 
joined hands to minimize threats 
from climate change to nearly 
hundred thousand people through a 
multi-million dollar initiative that 
would run until 2017. 

An agreement to implement the 
project was signed by Director 
General of Department of 
Hydrology and Meteorology (DHM), 
Dr. Rishi Ram Sharma and UNDP‘s 
Deputy Country Director 
(Programme) Mr. Jorn Sorens. 

Community Based Flood and 
Glacial Lake Outburst Risk 
Reduction Project (CBFGLOF), a 
joint initiative of GoN and UNDP, 
will directly benefit an estimated 96, 
562 members of climate change 
vulnerable communities. The 
project contributes to Nepal‘s 
National Adaptation Plan of Action‘s  
(NAPA) Profile 3 and 4 ‗Community
-Based Disaster Management for 
Facilitating Climate Adaptation‘ and 
‗GLOF Monitoring and Disaster 
Risk Reduction‘ respectively. 

It will be implemented by 
Department of Hydrology and 

Meteorology (DHM) under Ministry 
of Science, Technology and 
Environment (MoSTE). The major 
source of funding to this project 
comes from the Least Developed 
Countries Fund (LDCF) managed 
by Global Environment Facility 
(GEF) and UNDP which totals to 
USD 7.2 million for a duration of 
four years from 2013 to 2017. This 
is the first project which is being 
implemented with the Global 
Environment Facility‘s Least 
Developed Countries Fund after the 
completion of NAPA.   

Climate Change is projected to 
increase the severity and 
unpredictability of GLOFs in the 
High Mountains as glaciers retreat 
and glacial lakes expand affecting 
communities, tourists and the 
nature downstream. Likewise the 
threat from flooding to the 
communities living in Tarai region is 
increasing with more intense 
precipitation ever year. 

The project aims to reduce human 
and material losses from Glacier 
Lake Outburst Flood (GLOF) events 
in Solukhumbu District and 
catastrophic flooding events in the 
Tarai and Churia Range of Nepal. 

The first component of this project 
plans to reduce GLOF risk from 

Imja Lake that threatens livelihood 
of downstream communities of the 
Sagarmatha (Mount Everest) 
National Park including its buffer 
zone. An innovative artificially 
controlled drainage system will be 
placed to reduce the lake level by 
minimum 3 meters. 

The complementary second 
component plans to reduce human 
and properties losses in four 
districts in the Tarai and Churia 
Range, specifically Mahottari, 
Saptari, Siraha and Udaypur that 
experience recurrent flooding 
events. A community-based early 
warning system (CBEWS) to build 
community‘s resilience from flood 
and GLOF risk will also be installed. 

The project was developed by 
UNDP with the technical assistance 
from ICIMOD following wider 
consultations at different levels. 
This intends to help the GON to 
overcome some of the key barriers 
to manage the growing risks of 
Glacial Lake Outburst Floods 
(GLOF) in the High Mountains and 
flooding in the Tarai and Churia 
Range of Southern Nepal through a 
strong emphasis on community 
engagement, empowerment and 
social inclusion. 

New initiative on climate change 

to benefit nearly 100,000 

vulnerable people in Nepal 

Secretary, Ministry of Science and 
Technology Mr. Somlal Subedi, Director 
General of Department of Hydrology and 
Meteorology (DHM), Dr. Rishi Ram Sharma 
and UNDP's Deputy Country Director 
(Progamme) Mr. Jorn Sorensen Pose for 
camera after signing an agreement to 
implement the project.  
 
Photo:  UNDP  

UNDP 
KATHMANDU,  15 July —  
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