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I 
 am concluding a two-day visit in 

Nepal. I came here at the request of 

the Secretary-General, who is 

personally committed to Nepal’s peace and 

prosperity, including the successful 

completion of the constitution-making 

process. The Secretary-General asked me to 

meet with Nepal’s leaders and to convey 

several messages: 

The first message was to stress the strong 

and long-term commitment of the United 

Nations to Nepal’s development and 

democratic stability. Nepal has given so 

much to the causes of the United Nations, 

including through significant contributions 

to peacekeeping. The United Nations is 

equally committed to support Nepal in its 

political and socio-economic development. 

The second 

message was to 

express our firm 

belief that only 

Nepalese can 

take the 

important 

political 

decisions that 

are needed for 

the full 

implementation 

of the 2006 

Comprehensive 

Peace 

Agreement. It is 

not for the 

United Nations to 

decide on the 

substance of the 

constitution or 

the timeline for its adoption. Nepali political 

leaders have already shown great courage 

and vision in 2006 when the 

Comprehensive Peace Agreement was 

signed. Much progress has been achieved. 

It is in that same spirit that we look to the 

Constituent Assembly members to 

demonstrate leadership and complete the 

constitution-making process in a timely and 

inclusive manner. It is important that the 

constitution contain no discriminatory 

provisions. 

Our third message was to encourage 

political leaders to put aside narrow 

interests and exercise flexibility in reaching 

an agreement in the interest of all the 

Nepali people. The adoption of the 

Constitution is a historic event that will 

mark the culmination of the Comprehensive 

Peace Agreement, laying the foundation for 

Nepal’s future political stability and 

economic development. This is not a 

routine piece of legislation; this is a 

foundational document that should enjoy 

the widest possible support.  It is from that 

wide support of the Nepali people that the 

legitimacy of the constitution derives. That 

is why on behalf of the Secretary-General, I 

strongly encouraged the leaders to neither 

threaten a walk out nor force a vote, but 

rather to conclude the process through 

compromise, flexibility, and inclusivity. 

Political leaders assured me that they have 

already made great progress, and that only 

a few issues remained outstanding. I was 

encouraged to hear that they were 

committed to finding a solution in time. But 

time, according to the calendar set by the 

leaders themselves, is running out. We 

believe it is essential for political leaders to 

seize the moment and carry out the 

mandate entrusted to them by the Nepali 

people. We appeal to all leaders to rise 

above their party ambitions and move 

forward in the national interest of the 

country – as they did in 2006. This is a 

historic opportunity for the future of Nepal.   

Nepal has a great, yet unrealized, potential.  

The stability the constitution can provide is 

the key for prosperity. The adoption of the 

Constitution will be the culmination of 

Nepal’s historic peace process. I am 

convinced that Nepal can rise to its full 

potential as a peaceful, democratic, and 

prosperous country.  The international 

community and the United Nations remain 

committed to supporting your efforts. 

Insight 

Following is the press statement of UN Under Secretary General 

Jeffrey Feltman for Political Affairs following his Nepal visit. 
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T 
he International Day of 

Commemoration in Memory of 

the victims of the Holocaust was 

marked by UN in joint collaboration with 

the Israeli, German and US Embassies along 

with the Alliance Francaise. A formal 

programme was organized on 27 January 

2015 at the Alliance Francaise participated 

in by some 300 invitees consisting of the 

diplomatic communities, Nepal government 

officials, UN Heads of agencies, members of 

the civil society and the media. The Chief 

Guest of the event was Honorable Minister 

of Education of Nepal Chitra Lekha Yadav. 

The event began by lightening of 

candlelights by the participating 

Ambassadors including the UN Resident 

Coordinator Mr. Jamie McGoldrick. This was 

followed by a minute of silence in honor of 

the victims of the Holocaust. The 

participating Ambassadors shared their 

remarks. The UN RC conveyed the message 

of Secretary General Ban Ki-moon. 

 The highlight of the event was the 

presence of Holocaust survivor Sara Atzmon 

who came from Germany to share her first 

hand experience of the Holocaust and 

exhibit her paintings on Holocaust for the 

people of Nepal. 

Following the formal event, the art exhibits 

of Sara Atzmon, the UN posters and 

documentaries provided by the UN 

Holocaust Outreach Programme was 

displayed and screened from 28 Jan to 02 

Feb 2015 for the general public consisting 

mostly of students from various schools and 

colleges mobilized by UNIC. Sara Atzmon 

and UNIC NIO Ram Babu Shah were 

available to explain the relevance of 

commemorating the Holocaust Day to the 

visitors. 

On remembering the Holocaust 

with survivor Sara Atzmon 

Holocaust survivor Sara Atzmon (Center) 

posing with students. 

Photo: UNIC  
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A 
 team of specialists working on 

the Global Study on the 

Implementation of UN Security 

Council Resolution 1325 (2000) conducted a 

two-day visit to Nepal From 11-12 February. 

The Global Study is a Security Council 

mandated report, which will assess 

progress at the global, regional and national 

levels in improving women’s participation 

and protection in conflict and post-conflict 

settings. The visit to Nepal, led by 

prominent global expert and Lead Author of 

the Global Study, Dr. Radhika 

Coomaraswamy, included meetings with 

representatives of the Government of 

Nepal, the Constituent Assembly, the 

Nepalese Army, the National Human Rights 

Commission, the National Women’s 

Commission, the UN Country Team, civil 

society, development partners, and most 

importantly, those who have been directly 

impacted by the conflict, including women 

ex-combatants and survivors of conflict-

related violence.  

Dr. Coomaraswamy explained that Nepal 

was selected as the destination for one of 

several country visits she will be making in 

the coming months, to learn about the post 

conflict period and especially its national 

action plan (NAP) for the implementation of 

resolution 1325. “The drafting process of 

Nepal’s National Action Plan was 

consultative and participatory, and can 

serve as a model for other countries in the 

Global Study,” she said. During the course 

of her visit, Ms. Coomaraswamy learned 

about the NAP and progress toward its 

implementation, as well as other good 

practices and challenges for peace and 

security for the women of Nepal. 

At the high-level opening of the Global 

Study visit, Minister of the Ministry of Law, 

Justice, Constituent Assembly and 

Parliamentary Affairs and the Ministry of 

Peace and Reconstruction, Narahari 

Acharya, stated “there can be no 

development without peace, and no 

sustainable peace without the meaningful 

participation of women,” and reaffirmed 

the Government’s commitment to 

implementing the NAP.  Civil society 

representative and member of the High-

Level Advisory Group for the Global Study, 

Ms. Bandana Rana, emphasized that, 

although the drafting of Nepal’s NAP was 

highly inclusive and collaborative, “the 

same level of collaboration has not been 

seen during the implementation phase. Civil 

society hopes that we can work with the 

government and development partners to 

ensure that programs are reaching women 

and girls at the community level.” 

During meetings with representatives of 

Government, development partners, UN 

agencies and civil society, Ms. 

Coomaraswamy heard about the notable 

progress Nepal has made in addressing the 

situation of women affected by conflict, 

including through the NAP. However, these 

meetings also highlighted the many 

impediments which remain, including 

barriers to women’s meaningful political 

participation, access to justice, and 

accountability and redress for sexual and 

gender based violence. The Common 

Platform for Conflict Victims and former 

women combatants both spoke movingly to 

Dr. Coomaraswamy regarding the hardships 

that they continue to face on a daily basis. 

The visit to Nepal will only be used to 

illuminate best practices; however, 

obstacles and challenges such as these will 

be addressed more generally throughout 

the report. 

The findings of the Global Study will help to 

chart the way towards a renewed global 

commitment to the international women, 

peace and security agenda. The report, to 

be published in October 2015, will conclude 

with a set of major recommendations, 

providing a basis for future advocacy 

toward the full implementation of the 

women, peace and security agenda. At the 

close of her visit, Dr. Coomaraswamy asked 

the government and the people of Nepal to 

take up these recommendations: “I hope 

that you will join me in working together 

achieve lasting peace and security for 

women in Nepal and around the globe.” 

Global Study on the Implementation of 

Resolution 1325 conducted in Nepal 

Kathmandu, 19 February 2015 —  

Radhika Coomaraswamy, Under-Secretary-

General and Special Representative of the 

Secretary-General for Children and Armed 

Conflict. 
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G 
overnments across Asia and the 

Pacific, together with civil society 

and other partners, gathered in 

Bangkok at a meeting, convened by the 

United Nations Economic and Social 

Commission for Asia and The Pacific, “UN 

ESCAP,” to discuss bold actions that 

countries in this region need to take to end 

AIDS, by 2030. 

On the side-lines of this Inter-Governmental 

Meeting, the Secretary of Health and 

Population of Nepal, Honourable Shanta 

Bahadur Shresta, met with Michel Sidibé, 

Under-Secretary General of the United 

Nations and UNAIDS Executive Director. 

The UNAIDS Executive Director offered 

strategic technical assistance to the 

Ministry to improve its governance and key 

technical competencies in areas it is lagging 

behind. He also urged Nepal to follow the 

example of countries in the region, by 

allocating a greater proportion of domestic 

financial resources to HIV, and to improve 

programmatic effectiveness, by investing in 

high-impact activities for key populations in 

cities and geographical areas with the 

highest HIV burden. 

The Health Secretary reported that Nepal is 

prioritising strategic, evidence-informed, 

and innovative approaches to drastically 

scale-up HIV testing, and provide anti-

retroviral treatment, with a special focus on 

key populations. The Ministry of Health 

decision to upgrade all sub-health posts to 

health posts with qualified personnel will 

bring HIV testing closer to the people, 

including pregnant women. Community-led 

HIV testing will further drive Nepal’s “test, 

treat and retain” Programme. 

On the opening day of the UN ESCAP Inter-

Governmental Meeting on HIV, the Nepal 

statement of “Ending AIDS, by 2030” was 

presented, by Honourable Professor Dr 

Chandra Mohan Yadav, member of the 

Constituent Assembly of Nepal: “By 2020, 

90 percent of our people living with HIV will 

be tested and will have their test results; 90 

percent of those who test positive will be 

on treatment and stay on treatment; and 

90 percent of those on treatment will have 

a viral load suppression so they are healthy 

and well, and will less likely transmit HIV to 

others. We cannot accomplish this alone. 

We need strategic partnerships in the 

region and beyond. We need regional 

cooperation, for instance to address 

migration and other mobility issues 

between our countries. Nepal, therefore, 

fully endorses the proposed “Regional 

Framework for actions on HIV, beyond 

2015,” towards ending AIDS, by 2030.” 

Nepal commits to ending AIDS by 2030 

Shanta Bahadur Shrestha, Secretary in 

the Ministry of Health and Population of 

Nepal meets with the UNAIDS Executive 

Director, Michel Sidibé. 

Photo: UNAIDS 

Bangkok, 30 January 2015 —  
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T 
he Beijing + 20 Review concluded 

successfully in November with 

reiterating messages of the need 

for greater state accountability that 

reinforces centrality of gender equality, 

development and peace in the Asia Pacific 

region. 

The seven day conference (14-20 

November) that took place in Bangkok 

brought together Member States from 

throughout the region, including Nepal, to 

provide a detailed assessment of the road 

travelled since the last Beijing Conference 

in 2010. Nepal’s delegation comprised 15 

participants from the Government, civil 

society, journalists and Minister Nilam K.C. 

(Khadka) from the Ministry of Women, 

Children and Social Welfare. The 

conference concluded with 

recommendations for both governments 

and civil society on the road ahead towards 

women’s rights, in terms of policies and 

programmes, and long-term strategic 

interventions. 

The Beijing+20 Review began with 

stocktaking  on achievements made 

towards gender equality thus far, as well as 

emphasizing challenges that the region still 

faces in light of the 20-year anniversary of 

the Beijing Declaration and Platform for 

Action, known as the blueprint for women’s 

rights and signed by 189 governmental 

representatives in 1995 as a commitment 

to the women’s agenda. With opening 

remarks from UN Women Regional 

Director, Roberta Clarke, the conference set 

the stage for lively discussions an analysis 

about rights and recognition for migrant 

women and workers, and other topics such 

as strengthening institutions, increasing 

funding, building stronger partnerships and 

enhancing accountability from Member 

States on delivering on gender equality 

commitments.  

During the conference, the CSOs from 

Nepal shared their outcome document 

"Kathmandu Declaration" of the national 

consultation. Full text of the CSO report. 

The Government of Nepal also issued a 

Statement during the Conference. The 

Statement emphasized Nepal's progress on 

gender equality and women's 

empowerment since the country's 

commitment to the Beijing Declaration and 

Platform for Action. The Statement focuses 

on significant progress made by Nepal in 

social, economic and political arenas for the 

promotion of gender equality and 

empowerment of women. Full text of the 

Country Statement (hyperlink).  

Earlier in August, at the three day national 

consultation in Kathmandu to discuss 

progress on the Beijing Declaration, 

President Dr. Ram Baran Yadav had said 

that a nation cannot be fully thriving if 

women are not given their due space and 

their rights are not ensured.  The national 

consultation was organized in the lead up 

to the 20th anniversary of the Beijing 

Platform for Action (BPfA), which will be 

commemorated in 2015 in New York. 

Bringing together government officials, 

activists and experts, to share best practices 

and strategize on strengthening collective 

action through legislation, policy and 

advocacy, the UN Women-supported 

consultations were organized by Beyond 

Beijing Committee (BBC) and National 

Network for Beijing Review Nepal (NNBN), 

powerful civil society partners who have 

been advocating for legislation and policies 

that advance women’s empowerment and 

gender equality in the Himalayan nation. 

The President emphasized government 

policies such as the five-year National 

Strategy and Action Plan (NSAP) for 

combating gender-based violence, and the 

fast track courts for women, which were in 

the process of being established. 

While many participants underlined the 

progress that has been achieved, some did 

note that despite positive efforts by the 

Government to continue progress forward 

from the Beijing Declaration, lack of proper 

coordination, monitoring and assessment 

have acted as hindrances to implement 

programmes that reinforce women’s 

multiple roles in society, and these need to 

be more effectively addressed. 

Mr. Ziad Sheikh, UN Women’s Country 

Representative had remarked that Nepal 

has made significant achievement towards 

Nepal gears up the fourth 

Beijing+20 Review  

Participants at the national consultation 

with President of Nepal Dr. Ram Baran 

Yadav and UN Women Representative Ziad 

Sheikh.  

Photo: UNWOMEN  
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the Millennium Development Goals 

(MDGs), especially poverty reduction. He 

underscored that women have hugely 

contributed to this achievement as 

teachers, migrant workers, economists, 

lawmakers, through the agriculture sector, 

etc. With all of these achievements, serious 

challenges remain and what needs urgent 

attention is to end violence against women.  

States are called upon to undertake 

comprehensive national-level reviews of 

the progress made and challenges 

encountered in the implementation of the 

Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action 

and the outcomes of the 23rd special 

session of the General Assembly. 

Governments collaborate with relevant 

stakeholders at all levels of preparations for 

the 2015 review so as to benefit from their 

experience and expertise. They continue to 

support the role and contribution of civil 

society, in particular non-governmental 

organizations and women’s organizations, 

in the implementation of the Beijing 

Declaration and Platform for Action. 

National reviews will also contribute to the 

global review and appraisal that UN 

Women will prepare and submit to the 59th 

session of the Commission on the Status of 

Women (CSW59).  

In the months to come, UN Women Nepal 

will discuss next steps for preparation of 

CSW on Beijing + 20 regional review with 

the Government and CSOs in consultation 

with the Ministry of Women, Children and 

Social Welfare (MoWCSW) and provide 

support in the preparation.  

Every five years, progress in 

implementation of the Beijing Platform for 

Action is reviewed by the Commission on 

the Status of Women (CSW). There have 

been three reviews to date – 2000, 2005 

and 2010 - with each review resulting in a 

declaration that reaffirms global 

commitment to the empowerment of 

women and girls. 

Asia-Pacific CSO conference on Beijing+20 in Bangkok where Nepal participated 

Photo: UNWOMEN  
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W 
orld Food Day (WFD) 2014 

with the theme of Family 

Farming: “feeding the world 

and caring for the earth” was observed in 

all the 75 districts of Nepal with much 

enthusiasm carrying out various public 

awareness raising programs in Kathmandu 

and throughout the country. 

A month-long 34th WFD celebration kicked 

off in Kathmandu on 15 October 2014 with 

a colorful walkathon jointly led by Mr. Hari 

Prasad Parajuli, Minister for Agricultural 

Development, Dr. Bharatendu Mishra, 

Member of National Planning Commission, 

Mr. Jay Mukund Khanal, Secretary at 

Ministry of Agricultural Development, and 

Dr. Somsak Pipoppinyo, Food And 

Agriculture Organization (FAO) 

Representative in Nepal. More than 600 

men and women representing government 

officials and farmers together with FAO and 

other UN agencies walked through the main 

streets with placards highlighting the 

objectives of the International Year of 

Family Farming. A press conference was 

organized by Department of Agriculture on 

15 Oct 204 to brief the objectives of WFD.  

On 16 October, Minister Parajuli gave away 

cash prizes and letter of appreciation to 102 

outstanding farmers, groups and the 

organizations selected for their 

achievements in 34 sectors.  Speaking on 

the occasion, Minister Parajuli highlighted 

on the importance of family farming as a 

strong solution to meet the challenges of 

global hunger directly affecting more than 

800 million people around the world. Dr. 

Pipoppinyo, FAO Representative in Nepal, 

read out the WFD message of Dr. Jose 

Graziano da Silva, Director General of FAO. 

National media, both print and electronic,  

made special coverage of the WFD events. 

Half a dozen of TV channels made 

broadcast of  interviews of the Minister 

Parajuli and  Dr. Pipoppinyo. 

World Food Day 2014 observed in Nepal 

Colorful Walkathon 

Photo: FAO 
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D 
eputy Director General of the 

International Organization for 

Migration (IOM) and Director 

General of International Centre for 

Integrated Mountain Development 

(ICIMOD) signed a memorandum of 

understanding (MOU) concerning 

cooperation on labour migration and 

remittances in climate change adaptation in 

the Hindu Kush Himalayan region.  

Under the collaboration, ICIMOD and IOM-

Nepal will work together over the next 

three years to better understand the role of 

labour migration and remittances in climate 

change adaptation in the Hindu Kush 

Himalayan region. Efforts will include joint 

research, policy briefs, and capacity 

enhancement, as well as promoting and 

sharing climate change adaptation and 

migration-related tools, methods and 

technologies. 

The MOU signing ceremony was also 

attended by the Joint Secretary of Ministry 

of Women Children and Social Welfare, 

Joint Secretary of Ministry of Labour and 

Employment and the National Planning 

Commission.  

“IOM believes that migration, climate 

change and the environment are 

interrelated. Environmental factors have 

long had an impact on global migration 

flows, as people have historically left places 

with harsh or deteriorating conditions. Such 

migration can have positive and negative 

effects on both the local coping capacity 

and the environment in areas from which 

these migrants originate, as well as in their 

temporary or permanent destinations,” 

stated HE Ambassador Laura Thompson, 

IOM Deputy Director General at the signing 

ceremony.  

“On the positive side, migration can be an 

adaptation strategy to climate and 

environmental change and is an essential 

component of the socio-environmental 

interactions that needs to be managed. 

Migration can also be a coping mechanism 

and survival strategy for those who move. It 

could also open up opportunities for 

employments,” she added. 

 “Migration for work is a traditional 

livelihood strategy across the Hindu Kush 

Himalayan region”, said Dr David Molden, 

ICIMOD Director General, “And migrant 

workers contribute to the development and 

adaptation of their families and 

communities in the face of climate and 

environmental change”.  

“To maximize benefits of migration and 

reduce risks for migrant workers, their 

families, and the communities they come 

from, policies must acknowledge the 

potential of migration in supporting 

adaptation and livelihoods. There must be 

an accessible institutional arrangement for 

the better use of remittances and skills”, he 

added. 

Today, an estimated 105 million persons 

are working in a country other than their 

country of birth. Labour mobility has 

become a key feature of globalization and 

the global economy, with the World Bank 

projecting that the international migrants 

from developing countries will remit USD 

435 billion to their home countries this 

year. In terms of remittances as a share of 

GDP, 29 percent (or 5.55 billion in current 

USD) of the GDP of Nepal in 2013 was 

contributed by remittances.  

 

IOM and ICIMOD to collaborate on labour migration 

and remittances in climate change adaptation in the 

Hindu Kush Himalayan region 
Team of MOU Signing — IOM and 

ICIMOD 

Photo: IOM 

Kathmandu, 5 November 2014 —  
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G 
oma Devi Raut is a single young 

mother living with a physical 

disability, making it difficult for 

her to walk and care for her daughter. 

However, she says she has high hopes of 

improving her situation by furthering her 

education.   

Goma was born in Diktel in Khotang district, 

a remote village in the eastern part of 

Nepal, where she was ostracised by her 

community and family. In search of a better 

life, she left the village and went to the 

capital, Kathmandu, where she got married, 

gave birth to a girl and soon after was left 

on her own by her husband. Despite all of 

the misery Goma has faced in her early life, 

she has remained resilient, while struggling 

hard to survive and care for her 10 year-old 

daughter.  

“We become what we choose to be. 

Nobody is going to come and save me. I 

have to save myself. Nobody is going to give 

me anything. I have to earn it,” Goma says.  

Goma says one of her saving graces has 

been her own and her daughter’s 

participation in a Family Literacy 

Programme offered by Shikharapur 

Community Learning Centre as part of 

UNESCO’s Capacity Development for 

Education for All (CapEFA) Programme. The 

classes for adults enabled her to develop 

reading and writing skills and greater 

confidence.  

In Nepal, the adult literacy rate is 65.9% 

(men 75.5% and women 57.4%), according 

to the 2011 Census, and hence the need for 

the innovative family literacy classes. Run 

by Shikharapur Community Learning 

Centre, the classes offer learning in a family 

environment, as mothers and their children 

sit together and share their experiences. So 

far, 80 women and children have benefited 

from the pilot phase of the project. The 

plan is to reach out to hundreds more 

families in the near future. 

Adult learning and education plays a central 

role in helping people overcome poverty 

and meet their own needs and those of 

their families and communities. However, in 

most countries adult education is not a 

policy priority and adults themselves are 

often not motivated to join courses. While 

Goma admitted that she was also initially 

hesitant to join the Family Literacy 

Programme, she is now convinced that the 

classes have helped her make positive 

changes in her own life and that of her 

daughter.  

 Goma has been able to learn about the 

importance of education, the need for a 

healthy lifestyle, sustainable environmental 

practices, and the rights of a woman, 

particularly of a woman living with 

disabilities. “I am much more confident in 

what I do and in what I need to do for my 

daughter,” she explained. The literacy 

classes not only gave Goma more 

confidence at her work in the local 

monastery, but she also feels that she is 

now taken more seriously and is being 

given greater responsibility.  

Goma is currently leading family classes up 

to three times a week – where she shares 

her experiences on different issues with the 

children. As a parent leading the class, she 

is coached by a teacher to prepare for her 

lesson. This inter-generational approach 

allows people of all ages and backgrounds 

to learn together, enriching the educational 

and learning process.  

The Family Literacy Programme in 

Shikharapur Community Learning Centre is 

a pilot initiative of the Non-Formal 

Education Centre of the Ministry of 

Education of Nepal as part of UNESCO’s 

CapEFA Programme and benefits from the 

support of the UNESCO Institute for 

Lifelong Learning and the Hamburg Teacher 

Training Institute. 

 Funded by voluntary contributions from 

the governments of Denmark, Finland, 

Norway and Sweden, the CapEFA 

Programme seeks to empower Ministries 

and public agencies of least developed 

countries with the capacities to improve 

their national education systems. 

In Nepal, CapEFA aims to strengthen the 

capacities of the government at the central, 

middle, and local levels to efficiently plan, 

implement, monitor and evaluate literacy 

and non-formal education programmes in a 

lifelong learning perspective.  

CapEFA is currently providing support in 

education to 28 countries around the 

world.  

Family literacy classes empower women and children 

in Nepal 
Goma and her daughter in the family 

literacy class organized by the Shikharapur 

Community Learning Centre 

Photo: UNESCO 

Kathmandu, Feb 2015 —  
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Experts emphasize on timely revision into 

journalism courses; a book on existing 

journalism curricula in the universities of 

Nepal launched  

The UNESCO Office in Kathmandu and the 

Development Communication Society 

(SODEC)-Nepal jointly organized a 

discussion and book launching programme 

on 2  December in Kathmandu. In the 

programme, a book entitled “Journalism 

Curricula in Nepalese Universities: An 

Analysis from the Perspective of UNESCO 

Model Curricula and Media Development 

Indicators” was launched jointly  by 

Christian Manhart, UNESCO Representative 

to Nepal, Lal Deosa Rai, renowned Media 

academician and   Rama Krishna Regmee, 

senior journalist and academician.   The 

programme was chaired by Pius Raj Mishra, 

president of SODEC-Nepal.   

Different stakeholders ranging from experts 

and practitioners from the Tribhuvan 

University, Kathmandu University, and 

Purbanchal University and representatives 

from the colleges affiliated to the 

universities, researchers, media persons 

and policymakers participated in the 

discussion and book launching programme 

and suggested on the university curricula 

for better implementation.  

Addressing the programme, Christian 

Manhart said that the UNESCO Office in 

Kathmandu was pleased to support in 

making the reference book for the 

universities in Nepal. He further asserted 

that quality syllabi should be instrumental 

in the process of development and 

democracy to address the shortcoming of 

journalism courses. He informed that 

UNESCO Model curricula have been 

adopted by more than 60 countries in the 

world. Additionally, Laxman Datt Pant, 

coordinator for the Safety of Journalists’ 

Project at UNESCO and one of the editors of 

the book, highlighted the role of UNESCO in 

promoting the model curricula and media 

indicators and need of making this kind of 

loose policy document for supporting the 

journalism sector in the country.   

Another editor Nimala Mani Adhikari 

introduced the review process and 

methodology of the study highlighting the 

status of existing curricula of journalism in 

the universities and emphasized on 

improvement of structural as well as 

practical aspects of syllabi. He agreed that 

basic aspects have been addressed by the 

curricula. However, there remain problems 

in implementation, he added.  

Similarly, Shree Ram Singh Basnet, General 

Manager of National News Agency, 

emphasised on linguistic improvement to 

standardize the media writing. Borna 

Bahadur Karki, chairperson of Press Council 

Nepal said that this kind of study should be 

supportive to enhance capacity of 

journalists in order to make them 

understand the ethics of journalism.  

Rama Krishna Regmi, professor of 

journalism, said that the book should have 

been a milestone in journalism study in 

Nepal for personal development of 

students and he emphasized on adoption of 

the book in the courses to provide quality 

study and researches so that students 

themselves can acquire knowledge. The 

book would have a great impact on 

improving the existing curricula, he further 

said.   

Lal Deosa Rai, one of the senior 

academicians and founding faculty 

members of the Journalism and Mass 

Communication at the Tribhuvan 

University, emphasized on the regular 

discussion, development and 

implementation of journalist curricula as a 

regular process to adopt newly occurring 

changes. He said the book would be a 

guiding document to bridge among the 

different universities. Rai suggested that 

common syllabi adopting UNESCO Model 

should be implemented in all the 

universities which are comprehensive and 

more in sync with the need of the present 

time. 

Apart from the review team and 

academicians, the participants found the 

book as a good reference document for 

empowering the journalism and mass 

communication courses in the universities. 

Most of them suggested that the book 

Experts emphasize on timely revision into journalism courses 
book on existing journalism curricula in the universities of Nepal launched 

Launch of the book “Journalism curricula in 

Nepalese universities: an analysis from the 

perspective of UNESCO model curricula 

and media development indicators” 

Photo: UNESCO 
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should be able to minimize the gap 

between the theory and practice while 

working in the field.  

The book is an outcome of the four months-

long study into the state of journalism 

curricula of the universities of Nepal. The 

overall objective of the study was to 

analyze the existing curricula of all three 

universities by comparing them with the 

indicators developed by UNESCO.  The 

study reveals that all the curricula of three 

universities were found to be more theory 

oriented with minimal of practical 

applications with majority of text books and 

resource materials were found to be 

available in English. Very few books and 

materials authored by Nepali writers have 

been published. 

Issues concerning gender and social 

inclusion are covered in the curricula. 

Gender equity and gender mainstreaming 

have been incorporated in the Master's 

level curricula. However, at the institutional 

level, very little efforts have been made to 

ensure equal gender participation. Media 

pluralism and diversity have included in 

some of the curricula. 

U 
nited Nations Volunteers (UNV) 

programme in Nepal took a lead 

in a joint event organized in 

Kathmandu on the occasion of International 

Volunteer Day (IVD) on 5th December 2014. 

Attended by over 200 participants, UNV 

Nepal strengthened its partnership with 

other Volunteer Involving Organizations 

(VIOs) - Australian Volunteers for 

International Development (AVID), Japan 

International Cooperation Agency (JICA), 

Korea International Cooperation Agency 

(KOICA), National Development Volunteer 

Service (NDVS), Peace Corps, and Voluntary 

Service Overseas (VSO). The event was a 

rare moment where volunteers from 8 

different VIOs were together. 

The IVD event started with opening remarks 

from Australian ambassador to Nepal His 

Excellency Mr. Glenn White. This was 

followed by statements from UNDP Country 

Director (a.i) Ms. Sophie Kemkhadze and 

NDVS Director Mr. Shiv Raj Chaulagain. All 

the speakers paid tribute to the 

contributions of volunteers in development 

and applauded the organizers for bringing 

volunteers together to celebrate IVD. 

Youth Initiative team performed a drama 

showing people's participation at a local 

level. The drama delivered a key message 

that volunteering your time to participate in 

community meetings and volunteering for 

your community can indeed make a 

difference.  

Volunteers from seven different VIOs 

shared their volunteer stories. This 

volunteer story sharing session not only 

gave opportunity to individual volunteers to 

share personal reflections on volunteering 

in Nepal, but also gave opportunity to their 

respective VIOs to showcase their 

development impacts through success 

stories of their volunteers.  

Dance4life team of Restless Development 

performed a dance. The dance had a key 

message on how entertainment like dance 

can bring change in people's perception 

about HIV/AIDS.  

The event ended with closing remarks from 

UNV Nepal Programme Officer Ms. Tatiana 

Prokhorova where she thanked all the 

partner organizers and volunteers for 

making the event successful. She 

emphasized the increased partnership with 

other VIOs and showed increased 

commitment of UNV to promote 

volunteerism in Nepal.  

Separate events in the regions 

Two UN Volunteers organized separate IVD 

events in Biratnagar and Pokhara. In 

Biratnagar National UN Volunteer Mohita 

Joshi organized “Proper Garbage Disposal 

and Clean Hands Campaign” for hearing 

impaired students in Biratnagar. 

Participated by 92 students and staff, the 

campaign was aimed at promoting a proper 

waste management technique in and 

around the school compound. In Pokhara 

National UN Volunteer Ekendra Lamsal 

organized an interactive session on "Young 

adults in volunteering for better 

community". 

UNV Nepal organizes International 

Volunteer Day event in Kathmandu 

UNDP Country Director (a.i) Ms. Sophie 

Kemkhadze addressing the programme.  

Photo: UNV 
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U 
N-Habitat in association with 

Ministry of Federal Affairs and 

Local Development (MoFALD), 

and Dharan Municipality/Pokhara Sub-

Metropolitan City (PSMC) organized 

training on sustainable Housing for 

designers on October 14 – 18, 2014 in 

Dharan and December 8 -10, 2014 in 

Pokhara. Fifty-Six designers (30 in Dharan 

and 26 in Pokhara) from local consultancies, 

Engineering colleges, Nepal Engineers’ 

Association (NEA) local chapter, and 

municipal Engineers of the respective 

municipalities and neighbor municipalities 

(e.g. Itahari, Dhankuta and Lekhnath) 

participated. The main objective of training 

programmes were to build the capacity of 

local designers and municipality staffs on 

sustainable building design and to guide 

them towards sustainable housing 

approach, services and technologies.  

In Dharan, a five days programme were 

included all the five components of Green 

Homes – passive solar design, sustainable 

construction materials, energy efficiency, 

water conservation and waste management 

as well as green labeling system.  While in 

Pokhara, a three days programme was 

focused mainly on the two components - 

Passive Solar Design, and Sustainable 

Construction Materials. The training 

programmes comprised lecture classes, 

group works/exercises, video shows, and 

discussion.  In the final day of these 

programmes, a field visit was organized to 

observe green construction materials 

production, green school building, waste 

water treatment system, and a low cost 

housing.    

During the training program, municipalities 

presented their initiation and incentive 

mechanism to promote sustainable housing 

in respective municipalities. Senior 

Engineer, Mr. Suraj Shrestha from Dharan 

Municipality highlighted incorporation of 

the green homes components in the 

Dharan Municipality building by-laws and 

municipal plan. He also informed the 

recently approved incentive mechanism of 

50 % tax reduction in building and land tax 

to households for promoting sustainable 

housing in Dharan. Likewise Senior Engineer 

Mr. Sharada Mohan Kafle from PSMC also 

highlighted PSMC’s initiation to incorporate 

green homes components in their municipal 

planning and provision to provide 10 % tax 

deduction in building permit and 

acknowledge with a certificate for those 

households who will include green homes 

components in their house. 

 The training was facilitated by green homes 

focal person from Dharan and Pokhara 

municipality.  Prof. Dr. Premnath Maskey, 

Associate Prof Dr. Sushil K. Bajracharya 

from Institute of Engineering and Dr. 

Santosh Shrestha, Sustainable Housing 

Analyst, UN-Habitat were the main 

resource persons. 

The trainings have helped to enhance the 

knowledge of the participants (local 

building designers) on Green Building 

Design. Participants showed their 

commitment to incorporate green homes 

components in their building design and to 

do necessary activities from their respective 

fields to promote sustainable housing. 

Designers Training accomplished in 

Dharan and Pokhara 

Designers training participants.  
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T 
he month of November brought 

some good news for the Global 

Sanitation Fund Programme in 

Nepal. After it started its campaign in 2010 

in six districts (Arghakhanchi, Bajura, 

Bhaktapur, Bardiya, Sindhupalchowk and 

Sunsari), Bajura became the first district of 

GSF to become ODF on November 28 2014 

and after a day on November 29 2014, 

Arghakhanchi became the second district of 

GSF to become ODF.  

Bajura district became the 16th ODF district 

of Nepal and first ODF district of GSF 

programme on November 28 2014. With 

the intervention of the GSF, this district 

from 10.6 % toilet coverage was successful 

to reach 100% in a short span of two and a 

half years’ time.  According to the recently 

launched National Management 

Information Project (NMIP) instituted by 

Nepal Government’s Department of Water 

Supply and Sewerage, Bajura has been 

ranked first in making such a quick progress 

in sanitation sector inaugurating the ODF 

declaration programme, UML central leader 

and former industry Minister Karna 

Bahadur Thapa praised Bajura for its 

progress in sanitation. District Engineer 

Rameshwor Ghimire said that although 

Bajura was considered to be on the bottom 

of Human Development Index, the district 

had climbed to 16th position in terms of 

sanitation. 

Arghakhanchi district also became the 17th 

ODF district in Nepal and second ODF 

district of GSF programme in Nepal. Before 

the programme the sanitation coverage of 

the district was only 36%. With a short span 

of time which is two and half years the 

district manage to get  100% sanitation 

coverage. Inaugurating the ODF declaration 

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of 

Local Development Mr Prakash Man Singh 

praised Arghakhanchi for declaring both 

ODF and total immunization togather which 

are the important indicators of health and 

hygiene. 

All Houses in Bajura and 

Arghakhanchi have toilets 

Participants of sanitation campaign.  
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U 
NIC Kathmandu team with its 

dynamic interns working in the 

UN Digital Repository in Nepal. 

 UNIC Kathmandu, 18 January 2015 – UNIC 

Kathmandu has launched an initiative to 

create an inventory of United Nations’ 

digital collection process of all the UN 

reports and documents related to Nepal, 

from 1951. Known as the United Nations 

Digital Repository in Nepal (UNDRN), this 

program is first of its kind in Nepal UN 

Country Office. In this process, the wealth 

of available reports and publications is 

collected and scientifically indexed 

following Dag Hammarskjöld Library 

guidelines and shared to the target 

population. 

Without an electronic intervention, the 

conventional UNIC reference library limits 

people to the physical document, 

insufficient materials and lacks instant 

accessibility. An online repository is an ideal 

way to preserve the growing volume of 

publications produced by UN agencies each 

year and ensure efficient and wider 

accessibility to everyone from anywhere. 

This venture is intended to significantly 

amplify the circulation of UN’s publications 

and help raise public awareness of the UN’s 

work in Nepal.  

The online repository is a knowledge 

database that can be accessed through 

www.un.info.np 

 The database is currently in compilation 

process. Data is uploaded by UNIC and 

verified by concerned UN agencies for 

accuracy by agency focal persons. The 

UNDRN will be launched to public by June 

2015. However, since Nepal only has a 

31.69% internet penetration rate which is 

around 2.6 million people, an offline version 

of the UNDRN will be made available at UN 

Corners, universities, colleges and 

organization clubs that will be promoted via 

extensive information campaigns. UN 

Digital Repository can be requested to 

install offline database in intranet of 

educational institution. The database can 

also be accessed from portable devices 

such as smart phones and tablets.  

The data entries are performed by 

enthusiast interns from various 

backgrounds such as engineering, social 

work, literature and journalism. The 

internship has high female participation. 

UN digital repository in progress 

Team of UN Digital Repository in Nepal.   
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UN Staffs imprint their palm signature on quotes of violence against women in 

a banner in the UN House.  

Photo: UNIC  
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