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UN takes SDGs Roadshow in Nepalgunj 

Nepalgunj, 24 October: the UN Country Team (UNCT) in Nepal launched a ‘SDGs Road-

show’ starting from Nepalgunj as a campaign to raise awareness on the Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs). Aiming at supporting local government agencies and 

other stakeholders including youth groups, NGOs and civil society members to under-

stand the SDG Agenda, initiate an inclusive dialogue on SDG implementation, raise 

awareness about their crucial role in achieving the SDGs and contribute to localization 

of the SDGs. The event was organized in collaboration with the local authorities on the 

occasion of the 71st UN Day. The event was attended by 171 participants from local 

government agencies, NGOs, youth groups, academic institutions, media, UN and de-

velopment partners based in Nepalgunj.  

 

On the occasion, Tomoo Hozumi, UNICEF Representative and Acting UN Resident Co-

ordinator in Nepal gave a presentation on SDGs and where Nepal currently stands with 

regard to these Goals. The SDGs, adopted unanimously by 193 Heads of State and 

other top leaders at a summit in New York in September 2015, calls on all countries in 

the world to achieve 17 Goals and 169 targets by 2030 to end poverty, fight inequality 

and tackle climate change.  “To achieve these ambitious and transformative goals, 

engagement of and commitment by all actors are essential.  They include not only the 

national governments but also parliaments, local governments, civil society organiza-

tions, media, businesses and entrepreneurs, scientists and academia and most im-

portantly people themselves.  This is a reason why the information on SDGs need to be 

disseminated as widely as possible at all levels, hence this Roadshow”, said Tomoo Ho-

zumi, Acting UN Resident Coordinator for Nepal.  “One of the fundamental principles 

that underpin the new goals is equity under the phrase of ‘no-one must be left behind’.  

People who are hardest to reach should therefore be given priority,” Hozumi said.  

 

A presentation was also made by Prem Singh Nayak, Field Coordinator- UN Field Coor-

dination Office (UNFCO) gave a presentation covering the Mid- Western Regional and 

local status with regards to the SDG. In addition, Gitanjali Singh, Deputy Representative 

of UN Women spoke about SDG and gender equality. The Roadshow was also ad-

dressed by the Local Development Officer (LDO) Jeeb Lal Bhusal who stressed on the 

need to work collectively to achieve the SDGs and improve the lives of people.  

 

A group discussion among youth on selected themes concerning the Goals was con-

ducted during the afternoon session. The youths identified key issues with regards to the 

goals and developed action plans. Furthermore, a skit by a child club was also con-

ducted on the occasion.   
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Sustainable Development Goals and the role of Human Rights Defenders 
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BIRATNAGAR, 29 November: A dialogue program on 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and the role of 

Human Rights Defenders (HRDs) for its implementation 

was held in Biratnagar in coordination with Human 

Rights Defenders’ Council to mark the International 

Volunteer Day 2016. More than 150 HRDs from 14 dif-

ferent districts of Eastern Region attended in the event 

where Mr. Koshraj Neupane, the Head of the Advoca-

cy and Protection Department of the National Human 

Rights Commission Central Office Kathmandu and Mr. 

Rakesh Mishra, Field Coordinator of UNRCO Field Coor-

dination Office Biratnagar played were of the panelist.  

 

Addressing the event, the UNFCO Coordinator Mishra 

briefed on the background of SDGs and gave his re-

marks on the contribution of volunteers in the post-

quake scenario of Nepal especially during the rescue 

and response operation and briefed on International 

Voluntary Day 2016, Kamal Koirala, Field Analyst of 

UNFCO Nepalgunj gave a presentation on the 17 

Goals linking it to the context of Nepal. He shared the 

forum about the government’s preliminary report on 

SDGs and also informed about the work that UN is 

doing on SDGs issue. In addition, Kosh Raj Neupane 

briefed on the role of Human Rights Defenders for the implementation of SDGs and possible way forward. He urged all the HRDs 

to understand what are SDGs and how can we link our daily work with it to achieve the global goals by 2030. 

 

 A video clip on Introduction to SDGs in Nepali (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rNwk42PLdN0&t=215s ) was shown during 

the program to make the learning / sharing process effective.  

The Power of Running (RCO) 
Kakani—26 November: As part of the Resident Coordi-

nator’s Office activities to raise awareness among the 

general population and stakeholders on the need to 

achieve the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), 

RCO partnered with Impact Marathon Series, to sup-

port 30 female athletes to participate in the “Nepal 

International Marathon: The Power of Running”. The 

Impact Marathon Series’ mission is to change the world 

through the power of running. The aim of their mara-

thon events, which happens all over the world, is to 

harness the simple power of running to sustainably 

build communities, bring people together around huge 

causes and leave a lasting impact on the world. 

 

The United Nations has recognized that such activities 

can be a cost-effective tool to bring people together 

to achieve the SDGs and ensure no one is left behind. 

In this regard, they have partnered with the Impact 

Marathon Series to support the promotion and 

achievement of the 17 goals of the SDGs through 

sports, in communities all over the world. For the Mara-

thon event in Nepal, Impact Marathon Series raised 

funds to promote and support local NGOs contributing 

to SDG goals 4 (Quality Education), 5 (Gender Equality) and 6 (Clean Water and Sanitation).  

 

The RCO-supported female athletes came from different districts including Jumla, Kaski and Sindhupalchowk, and some were 

former victims of trafficking, who now live in Homes for Trafficked Girls, where they are protected and supported. These girls 

wanted the opportunity to get education so they could support themselves and improve the quality of their lives. The opportuni-

ty of this marathon gave the girls an empowering space to showcase their athletic skills in running, which they felt made them 

strong and better able to take care of themselves. Priya Tamang, age 14 who was the winner of 21km said of her accomplish-

ment, “Running isn't only for boys, but for girls too - I came here to win.”  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rNwk42PLdN0&t=215s
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Nepal Celebrates IOM 65th Anniversary   

 

Kathmandu - On the occasion of “Global Migration Film Festival” and celebrating its 65th anniversary, the International Organi-

zation for Migration (IOM) Nepal’s Mission organized a panel Discussion “A World on the Move - Migration: A Measure of Humani-

ty’s Dignity” and Movie Screening “Chhakka Panja” on 15 December 2016 at the Big Movies Cinema, City Center Mall.  

 

“For us, the event is a tribute to our staff, international and 

local partners, government counterparts, the media and of 

course all migrants whose support and engagement has 

enabled IOM to achieve great results in Nepal, stated IOM 

Nepal Chief of Mission, Mr. Paul Norton. 

 

“It is also part of the UN's new “Together” global campaign 

to promote diversity and inclusion, for which IOM – The UN 

Migration Agency has been asked to play a leading role,” 

he added. 

 

IOM rose from the ashes of World War II 65 years ago. In the 

battle-scarred continent of Europe, no government alone 

could help survivors who wanted no more than an oppor-

tunity to resume their lives in freedom and with dignity. The 

first incarnation of IOM was created to resettle refugees 

during this post-war period. 

 

IOM's history tracks the man-made and natural disasters of 

the past 65 years - Hungary 1956; Czechoslovakia 1968; 

Chile 1973; the Viet Nam boat people 1975; Kuwait 1990, Kosovo and Timor 1999; Iraq 2003; the 2004 Asian tsunami, the 2005 

Pakistan earthquake, Haiti’s 2010 earthquake and Nepal’s 2015 earthquake.  

 

IOM quickly grew from a focus on migrant and refugee resettlement to become the world’s leading intergovernmental organi-

zation dedicated to the well-being, safety and dignity of migrants. 

 

2016 has been a landmark year for migration. IOM and UN Member States grasped a historic opportunity to officially bring IOM 

into the UN system, giving a much-needed voice to migrants in the international community. And on 19 September, the United 

Nations hosted the first ever Summit on Refugees and Migrants. 

 

Over the years, IOM has grown into 165 Member States. Its global presence has expanded to over 400 field locations. With over 

90 percent of its staff deployed in the field, IOM has become a lead responder to the world’s humanitarian emergencies.  

 

Today, one in every seven people is a migrant - be it a refugee, a student, a migrant worker or a professional who moves be-

tween international postings. 
 

Participants of the panel discussion “A World on the Move-Migration: A measure of Humanity’s Dignity” organized by IOM 

Movies goes of “Chhakka Panja” 



 

 

 

KATHMANDU – More than 300 students from Nepal’s two 

universities – Tribhuvan University (TU) and Kathmandu 

University (KU) - competed in the Hult Prize, the world’s 

largest student competition, in a quest to win USD 1 million 

to tackle the global refugee crisis by launching sustaina-

ble social ventures.  

 

The theme for the 2017 Hult Prize challenge is 'Refugees: 

Reawakening Human Potential.' This challenge was se-

lected by former US President Bill Clinton. The event ex-

pects to bring the brightest students together to focus 

their passion, energy, and talent to come up with social 

innovation aimed at improving economic growth and 

social justice for refugees. 

 

“Addressing the challenges of forced displacement glob-

ally requires international solidarity and innovation,” said 

Kevin J. Allen, UNHCR Representative in Nepal. “We are 

pleased to support creative young minds in Nepal as they 

generate new ideas to promote refugee protection and 

empowerment.” 

 

In Nepal, during the on-campus round, 40 team from TU 

and 42 team from KU registered for the challenge. These 

teams represented students coming from the Ph.D., grad-

uate and undergraduate programs to test their grit in 

building a viable solution to this global social issue. 

UNHCR engaged with the students and provided a men-

torship session for all the participating teams before the 

main event to select the best two teams that will repre-

sent the two universities. 

The main event of the Hult Prize at KU and Hult Prize at TU 

took place on Thursday, December 15, 2016 at Dhulikhel 

and Yalamaya Kendra, Patan respectively.  

 

‘Team Utopia’ from Kathmandu University and ‘Team 

Aegis’ from Tribhuvan University clinched the top spot for 

their innovative ideas on building a sustainable, scalable 

startup enterprise that will restore the rights and dignity of 

refugees. They will now compete in one of the five region-

al finals events happening in March 2017: London, Boston, 

San Francisco, Shanghai and Dubai. 

 

The winning teams will be provided with two months of 

residency program, starting from January 2017, at Nepal 

Innovation Lab to refine and polish up their ideas before 

they compete in the regional finals. 

 

The Hult Prize at both universities is being supported by 

UNHCR Nepal and Nepal Innovation Lab (World Vision 

International). This is the first on-campus Hult Prize event in 

the country. 

 

Ahmad Ashkar, Founder and CEO of the Hult Prize Foun-

dation said, “Since its inception in 2009, the Hult Prize has 

seen some remarkable talent emerge across the world, 

competing with fantastic ideas to solve the world’s tough-

est challenges.” 

 

The winning teams from the regionals will be provided 

with international mentorship and housed in Boston who 

will then compete in the global level hosted in New York. 

Winner of Hult Prize 2017 will be receiving USD 1 million to 

implement their social entrepreneurship idea. 
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UNHCR Supports Nepal University Students to Compete for 2017 Hult Prize:  

Realizing Refugee Potential 



 23 November: Making it one of the world’s highest altitude 

adaptation projects, the Government of Nepal and UNDP 

officially unveiled a water-level lowering system construct-

ed at the Imja glacier. Located at an altitude of 5010 me-

ters on the lap of Everest, Imja was among six glacial lakes 

at most immediate risk of bursting. 

The potential risks of outburst of this glacier, spread over 

an area of 1.28m2 with an average 148.9m depth, had 

long threatened the livelihoods of thousands of down-

stream communities in the Sagarmatha National Park and 

its Buffer Zone. A special Nepal Army team deployed 

through the Community Based Flood and Glacial Lake 

Outburst Risk Reduction Project (CFGORRP) – a joint under-

taking of the Government of Nepal, Global Environment 

Facility (GEF) and UNDP – successfully constructed the 

system in just six months. Besides the water lowering sys-

tem, the project has installed an automated ‘early warn-

ing system’ to alert the downstream communities of any 

sudden fluctuation on water level due to floods or land-

slides. This has benefitted an estimated 96,000 people in 

the area.  

 

The Imja lake was almost non-existent before 1960s. Initially 

identified as a small supra lake, Imja expanded rapidly 

over time and it was holding over 75 million cubic meters 

of water by 2014, making it a biggest risk for the people in 

the Everest region. The risks further intensified after the 

2015 earthquake that rattled most part of Nepal’s eastern 

and western region, including the Everest area. While a 

quick study supported by UNDP immediately after the 

earthquake confirmed that there was no damage in the 

lake structure that could cause any GLOF, the threat con-

tinued to loom larger. The area sits on a highly seismic 

zone.  

The entire Everest region, has benefited form the risk re-

duction intervention at the Imja glacier. 
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Reaching new hights in Nepal: Climate Action in Imja Glacier 



 
The face of Gairimudi village will change with farmers like us start-

ing to grow these black diamonds in our fields,” says Kesari Tamang 

of the Putalikat settlement in Dolakha. 

By ‘black diamond’, Kesari is referring to a new batch of carda-

mom plants that have now replaced Gairimudi’s once-ubiquitous 

millet and maize crops. She is one of the 20 farmers in Putalikat who 

have moved into farming cardamom following a five-day training 

session organized by the District Agriculture Development Office 

and local NGO ECARDS, and assisted by UNDP's Community Infra-

structure and Livelihood Recovery Programme (CILRP) in Dolakha. 

“The reconstruction of the four-kilometer-long Putalikat-Galenibesi 

irrigation canal with the support of UNDP/LRP has ensured an unin-

terrupted supply of water, prompting farmers to look for better 

alternatives in agriculture practices," says Bakra Bahadur Tamang, 

who led a user committee that completed the reconstruction work 

on the canal. While previously, a quintal of millet would have 

fetched Rs. 3,500 for farmers, now they can recoup the same 

amount selling just a kilo of cardamom. 

Dolakha was the epicenter of the May 12 earthquake in 2015, and Gairimudi had been among those villages in the district that saw 

most of their houses and community infrastructures leveled by the impact. Locals had erected small sheds on their farms while await-

ing the government’s help in reconstruction. 

“The assistance from the government has come very, very late,” fumes Shanti  

Tamang, adjusting the basket of manure she is carrying. “In the meantime, the money we make selling cardamom will go into rebuild-

ing our fallen homes,” she says. “The initiative has brought fresh hope to the community.”  

Large cardamom, also known as Alainchi, is considered one of the most expensive spices in the world. It is native to Nepal and com-

prises a popular cash crop in the eastern part of the country—believed to have first been brought to Ilam in the mid-19th century—

enjoying huge demand in neighboring India and beyond. At present, cultivation of the spice has spread to more than 38 distric ts, alt-

hough Ilam, Panchthar, Taplejung, Sankhuwasabha, and Terhathum remain the major producers. 

While countries like India and Bhutan are also making huge investments in commercial farming of large cardamom owing to its grow-

ing demand and continuous surge in price worldwide, Nepal is presently the largest producer, accounting for 68 percent of the inter-

national market. In fact, large cardamom is one of the major contributors to the country’s foreign exchange earnings. According to 

official statistics, exports of the spice were valued at Rs. 4.61 billion in the last fiscal year. In the previous fiscal year 2014-15 alone, ship-

ments totaled Rs. 3.83 billion. 

Besides such assistance, efforts are also required to bring about an overhaul of the value chain, where, at present, farmers are found 

receiving far too little remuneration for their products in comparison to rates in the international market thanks to various brokers and 

traders. These layers of middlemen need to be cut out so that farmers can enjoy unfettered market access and their rightful share of 

the benefits.  

WFP’s Humanitarian Stating Area allows timely 

Response to Disaster 
 

Kathmandu 17 December: Deputy Prime Minister and Honorable Minister 

of Home Affairs Bimalendra Nidhi used the facilities provided 

by  Humanitarian Staging Area (HSA) along with Head of the Disaster 

Management Division, MoHA Mr. Krishna Bahadur Raut.  

 

Following a massive fire in Sankranti Bazaar of Terhathum district (16 De-

cember) Head of Disaster Management Division, Ministry of Home Affairs 

Mr.Krishna Bahadur Raut requested WFPs assistance for coordinating the 

quick dispatch of cargo from government stock at the Humanitarian 

Staging Area.  
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New Dawn 

Kesari Tamang is proud of growing  cardamom plants 

DPM Bimalendra Nidhi at  WFP’s Humanitarian Stating Arena 



WFP then coordinated with Army for Trucks as well as MI17 Helicopters for dispatching the cargo to Terhathum district 

where approximately 32 houses had been damaged by the fire.  Approximately 2500 Kg of items were dis-

patched  which included Big 20 sq. mt tents, Tarpaulines, Mattress, Kitchen Accessories, generator and Blankets stocked 

at the warehouse in HSA by MoHA. In addition to these items, 55 Boxes of Aqua Set about 1000 Kg weight were also dis-

patched in same helicopter in coordination with Armed Police Force. 

 

Honorable DPM and chief of MOHA together with members of Parliament from affected district flew to the affected site 

on the same helicopter that lifted the cargo, the team returned back to Kathmandu after distribution of relief to victims 

of the fire incident. 

 

The provision of facilities such as the HSA which was built in support with DFID funding enabled the Government to re-

spond to the fire within 24 hours.  
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Exploring new practices for Promoting Girl’s Education in Kapilvastu 

 

Kapilvastu 26 November: Students, teach-

ers and stakeholders from Kapilvastu dis-

trict participated in a two-day workshop 

on promoting girls´ education, organized 

by UNESCO in coordination with Samarpan 

Sahayog Samuha, a local NGO on 26 - 27 

November . 

 

Funded by the Malala Funds for Girls’ Edu-

cation project, the workshop aimed at 

exploring instances of good practices at 

schools and communities. 

 

The event served as a platform to discuss 

the emerging challenges and ongoing 

scenario of educating girls in Kapilvastu 

district. 

 

Presentations and discussions were made 

on constitutional and legal provisions in 

empowering girls’ education in Nepal; 

classroom leadership of girls; Sustainable 

Development Goal number 4 and inter-

generational-dialogue. Group exercises 

were developed to support adolescent 

girls both in and out of school to maximize their learning achievements. 

 

On behalf of UNESCO, Raghav Pratap 

Thakur highlighted the combined roles of stakeholders that would produce the synergy effects in advancing girls’ education. 

‘There are many good changes achieved in Kapilvastu. Everyone should work hand-in-hand to have the multiplier effect of 

such good practices here’, added Raghav. 

 

The workshop also discussed issues of Muslim girls. The gap between Madrasa Education system and formal education of the 

Government of Nepal were highlighted. The cooperation from the government was also sought to bring reforms in Madrasa. 

 

Parents of girl-students participating in the workshop remarked that “Dowry system is still very prevalent in their society. For  this 

reason they are compelled to do the child marriage as they have to pay less when their daughters are young.”  

 

The program ended with commitment signed by all participants to support the girls in their families and communities to bring a 

positive change and reform in their education.  

 

A student sharing the view in promoting girls education 

http://www.unesco.org/new/en/kathmandu/education/empowering-adolescent-girls-and-women-promoting-equitable-education-literacy-and-lifelong-learning/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/kathmandu/education/empowering-adolescent-girls-and-women-promoting-equitable-education-literacy-and-lifelong-learning/


 

‘Under the tent’ launched as part of UNICEF’s 70th anniversary in Nepal 

KATHMANDU, 11 December 2016 - Sushila Phuyal was six 

months pregnant when the 7.8 Richter scale earthquake 

struck Nepal on 25 April 2015. 

A member of the Nepal Police, Ms Phuyal was called on duty 

to Birtadeurali village of Kavrepalanchowk District and was 

immediately put on rescue mission. She was in the village 

when the second earthquake struck a fortnight later which 

levelled over five dozen homes. 

"We dug out many corpses, including that of a pregnant 

woman and also a mother and a child. But we also man-

aged to dig out seven people alive from the rubble,” she 

said. 

As Nepal experienced numerous aftershocks in the months 

that followed, Ms Phuyal continued to work continued to 

work, despite her delicate situation.  

As the health post in her community had been damaged by 

the earthquake, she was all prepared to travel to Kathmandu 

for what she had been told would be a complicated delivery 

due to the baby's breech positioning.  

However, when she learned that a birthing centre had been 

established under a UNICEF tent right in her community, she 

opted to deliver her baby there instead.  Ms Phuyal had an 

uneventful childbirth and lived under UNICEF shelter home 

nearby before going back home to her family following the 

delivery.  

She recently recounted her experiences at an event where 

she launched UNICEF's photo book 'Under the tent' and 

helped inaugurate a three-day photo exhibition. The exhibi-

tion of 70 photos from the book, which coincided with cele-

bration of UNICEF's 70th anniversary, was also held under two 

UNICEF tents, which had been part of a hospital south of 

Kathmandu Valley following the earthquakes.   

"It is because of the proper care and support that I received 

at the UNICEF shelter home after my delivery that I and my 

son are healthy and happy," said Ms Phuyal, who had come 

to the event with her son, now 15 months old. "I hope UNICEF 

will continue to put smiles on the faces of mothers like me."  

The pictorial publication highlights the stories of people – the 

children, adolescents, men and women like Ms Phuyal who 

lived, took shelter, provided or availed of services under 

UNICEF tents during the aftermath of the 2015 earthquakes 

that damaged or destroyed thousands of homes, health 

posts, hospitals, schools, radio stations and other structures. In 

order to help ensure smooth operation of necessary services 

to the people in the 14 most earthquake-affected districts, 

UNICEF distributed tarpaulin and tents.  

Speaking on the occasion, UNICEF Representative to Nepal 

Mr Tomoo Hozumi said, "We published these photo books in 

English and Nepali not just to show what role the tents played 

in the humanitarian response phase following the disaster, but 

also to remind us of what the situation was like, and how we 

need to be better prepared for disasters in the future." 

The UNICEF tents served many purposes – from medical tents 

that housed outpatient services and operation theatres at 

the hospital premises to child-friendly spaces that provided 

safe spaces for children to play and have fun. The tents were 

also used to set up temporary learning centres to quickly pro-

vide learning space for children whose schools were dam-

aged or destroyed during the earthquake as well as to estab-

lish shelter homes that provided a safe and caring environ-

ment for pregnant women, new mothers, their babies and 

caretakers.  
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Sanitation Campaign Pick up Speed 
Talakhu village development Committee (V.D.C.) ward num-

ber 3. Her house and toilet were completely collapsed in the 

devastating earthquake of 2015. She has not started her 

house reconstruction yet however she constructed her toilet 

within a month after the quake. 

 

Not only Tulasha, but all households of her VDC have con-

structed their toilets after the earthquake. Kimtang, Talakhu  

and Chhap VDCs of the earthquake affected district Nu-

wakot were declared as open defecation Free (ODF) VDC 

on November 30, 1st and 2nd December, 2016 respectively.  

Representatives from government and non-government or-

ganizations, leaders from political parties, teachers, students, 

mother groups, and women groups actively participated in 

the program. 

 

In 2015 earthquake, total 956 people lost their lives in Nuwakot district. Among them, 13 people of Chap and 20 people of 

Talakhu lost their lives and almost all houses including toilets had completely collapsed. As part of the sanitation campaign of 

Government of Nepal, supported by UN-Habitat and other Partners, local people of these VDCs have constructed toilets at 

their homes.  There are 810 households in Talakhu and 537 households in Chhap VDCs respectively. Out of 61 VDCs of the 

Nuwakot district, 9 VDCs have been declared as an open defecation free zone. Nuwakot has set a goal to declare its whole 

district area to announce as an ODF till end of November, 2017.   
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Minister of State Ms. Tamang inaugurates the IPM Produce Market Outlet 
 

Kathmandu- Hon Ms Radhika Tamang, Minister of State 

for Agricultural Development, inaugurated IPM Produce 

Market Outlet today in the Balkhu Vegetables and Fruits 

Market amidst a simple function attended by the high-

ranking government officials, FAO staff members, agri-

traders and farmers.  

The outlet is being managed by Kisan Agro-vet enter-

prises Pvt Ltd in close coordination with Nepal Fruit and 

Vegetable Entrepreneurs Federation. Food and Agricul-

ture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) has ex-

tended the technical support to the outlet through the 

Building Agribusiness Capacity of Smallholder Farmers to 

Market Safe Produce of Good Quality (TCP\NEP\3503), 

a technical cooperation project implemented in the 

farming communities of the district of Kavre, Dhading, 

Kapilvastu and Bara.  

 

Speaking on the occasion, Minister of State Ms Tamang expressed satisfaction over the continued joint efforts of the govern-

ment, the FAO and the private sector to contribute to improved income of smallholder farmers and enhanced access of 

consumers to safe and quality produce. She said that the government will extend all possible assistance to agro-

entrepreneurs and smallholder farmers to establish IPM produce market outlets across the country.  

Mr Yogendra Karki, Joint Secretary at Ministry of Agricultural Development, Dr Dill Ram Sharma, Director of Plant Protection 

Directorate, Dr Binod Saha, Assistant FAO Representative, highlighted the need to promote the IPM agro-produce throughout 

the country in order to reduce the risk of health hazard.  

Prem Lal Maharjan, Chairperson of the National Consumer Forum and Khum Prasad Ghimire, President of Nepal Fruit and 

Vegetable Entrepreneurs’ Federation were among others who addressed the gathering.   

Safe edible items promoted by the Agribusiness Promotion and Marketing Development Directorate, Department of Agricul-

ture and FAO are available in the Balkhu market outlet. 



 

International Migrants Day 18th December—Towards safe migration and de-

cent work for women in Nepal 

Dawa Dolma Tamang migrated from rural Nepal to Abu Dhabi 

because she wanted to improve her livelihood and support 

her family. She ended up paying seven times more than what 

was required to the recruiting agency and was wrongfully 

denied work on medical grounds. With the help of Pourakhi, 

an organization working to protect migrant women’s rights, 

she was able to seek legal assistance and recover some of 

her money. Today, Tamang is working as a mason and will 

soon start taking the vocational and entrepreneurship skills 

training provided by a UN Women programme that’s advanc-

ing women’s economic empowerment in Nepal. 

 

In August it’s blazing hot in Kathmandu. Dawa Dolma Ta-

mang, 32, sits on a chair at Pourakhi’s office—an organization 

that works with migrant women workers—staring out of the 

window. “I want to send my children to a better school and 

support my husband to make a decent living. I want to make 

my family whole again," she says. 

 

Tamang’s story started in April 2016 when she left her remote 

Maheshwari village in Eastern Nepal to work in Abu Dhabi, 

only to find herself declared medically unfit for work upon 

arrival and returned to Nepal, penniless. 

“I migrated because I wanted to earn an income and 

change my life,” she shares. Tamang’s husband was alcohol-

ic, she had two children to support, and she saw migration as 

the only way out of the clutches of poverty. According to the 

latest report [1] on foreign migration launched by the Depart-

ment of Foreign Employment in Nepal, an estimated 21,421 

Nepali women are legally  

working overseas as of 2014-2015, mostly in the United Arab 

Emirates, Saudi Arabia and Kuwait.A recruiting agent offered 

Tamang a job as a cleaner in  

 

Abu Dhabi and promised her a salary that she couldn’t imag-

ine earning in Nepal. She left her children in the care of her 

sister-in-law and went to Kathmandu to get her visa. “I was 

completely unaware that the recruiting company in Abu 

Dhabi was paying for my visa and tickets…the agent in Nepal 

charged me seven times more than what was required. I had 

to give him NRS 70,000 (USD 700)!” 

Soon after arriving in Abu Dhabi, Tamang was taken to a one-

room apartment shared by eight other women. As part of the 

recruitment process, a doctor visited her on the third day for a 

medical examination, which included a tuberculosis test. Alt-

hough she tested positive for latent tuberculosis (TB), she was 

not given any information about her medical condition. After 

45 days, she was taken to a hospital, where she tested posi-

tive again. The doctors at the hospital finally told Tamang that 

she was suffering from latent TB and treated her. When Ta-

mang was discharged from the hospital after 25 days and 

declared medically fit to work, the recruitment company re-

fused to employ her.  
 

She was given a ticket and forced to leave Abu Dhabi the 

next day. 

“I came home with no money and a strange illness for which I 

had to still take medicines,” she recalls. For the next one 

month, Tamang stayed at her sister’s house in Kathmandu 

trying to claim compensation from the recruiting agency, to 

no avail, as she didn’t have all the receipts and couldn’t 

prove that the agency had over-charged her. 
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Dawa Dolma Tamang. Photo: Pradeep Shakya/UN Women 

Dawa Dolma Tamang (right) visits the Pourakhi office regularly to learn about upcoming training opportunities. Photo: Pradeep Shakya/ UN Women 

http://www.dofe.gov.np/new/download/download_document/38
http://www.dofe.gov.np/new/download/download_document/38
http://asiapacific.unwomen.org/en/news-and-events/stories/2016/09/towards-safe-migration-and-decent-work#n1
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Applying STDM in pro-poor, gender responsive land governance in Nepal 

UN-HABITAT has been implementing the Social 

Tenure Domain Model (STDM) towards Pro-poor 

Gender Responsive Land Governance in Nepal 

as part of a joint project on ‘Women for Women 

(W4W): Access to Land for Sustainable Peace’ 

together with the International Organization of 

Migration (IOM) and UNDP. The W4W project is 

an empowerment initiative aimed at giving 

women and young girls the necessary tools to 

improve access to secure land tenure and as 

such fight poverty. Like in many developing 

countries, the existing Land Administration Sys-

tem (LAS) recognizes formally registered lands 

within the legal framework. In Nepal, some 41 

million parcels of land are captured in the na-

tional cadaster under 11 Million owners out of a 

26 Million population. Statistics show that half of 

the rural population, 1.6 million families in num-

ber, mainly depending on subsistence farming, 

are “landless or near landless”, and many of 

them do not have titles to the land they culti-

vate.  

 

The Government through the Ministry of Land Reform and Management (MoLRM) has been engaged in solving this gap of land-

lessness and is working on the necessary processes to counter this phenomenon. 

This project piloted STDM in Jhorahat Village Ward No-3 of Morang District, Eastern Nepal. Sixteen (16) households residing on land 

declared as government land were directly engaged. These people have no official record to claim existence on the particular 

land. The pilot was carried out in collaboration with three Ministries of the Government of Nepal; Ministry of Land Reform and Man-

agement (MoLRM), Ministry of Women, Children and Social Welfare (MoWCS) and Ministry of Peace and Reconstruction (MoPR).  

 

Community members, government personnel, NGO’s and CBO also actively participated in a mock STDM exercise to demonstrate 

the practicability of STDM, which was further extended at training workshops in Morang, Nawalparasi and Surkhet districts. They 

were introduced to the concept, application, and usability/function of the tool and went on to participate in a practical fie ld work 

by collecting spatial and non-spatial information in the workshop venue. STDM was appreciated by communities and government 

personnel, both as a tool and a process because of its ability to capture the people-land relationships regardless of the law or 

technical limitations.  

Tamang’s story is dismally common among Nepali women migrants, explains Manju Gurung of  Pourakhi (which means self-reliant in 

Nepali language), a non-governmental organization which is supported by UN Women and works to protect the rights of female 

migrant workers. “Nepali migrant workers lack protection, are victims of non-payment of wages, retrenchment without notice or 

compensation, as well as unsatisfactory occupational health and safety conditions,” says Gurung. The problem has been exacer-

bated by recruiters, who do not share the risks involved and by employers who take advantage of the women's vulnerability as 

they cannot access the legal system in the host country. 

“What we urgently need, is to effectively implement the Foreign Employment Act and its regulations, as this would not only end 

discrimination based on gender, but also adopt special measures to guarantee women's security and rights when seeking jobs 

overseas, by holding employers and recruiters accountable,” says Mio Yokota, UN Women Programme Specialist in Nepal.  

According to the law, a returnee migrant is eligible to claim full compensation for the money she paid to the recruiting agency if 

she was declared medically fit to work and still returned on medical grounds by the recruiter. With legal assistance with Pou rakhi, 

Tamang was able to recover 60 per cent of the money that she had paid to the agency. “If I had all the receipts for the amoun t I 

paid, I would have been compensated 100 per cent. This has been a hard lesson for me.”  

Today, as she gets her strength back, Dolma Tamang is planning for a better future. She is working as a mason and saving to pay 

back the loans she took to migrate. She will be enrolling in the upcoming vocational and entrepreneurship skills training as part of 

UN Women’s Advancing Women’s Economic Empowerment programme in Nepal, funded by the Government of Finland. The 

programme aims to support 2,000 women, including returnee migrant workers, provide business start-up and employment place-

ment assistance and linkages to financial and private sector institutions. 

http://www.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/2012/12/supporting-women-workers-towards-a-safer-migration-journey


 
BAITADI, 30 August 2016 — Whenever parents take a 

cheena (a birth chart made as per the Hindu astrological 

calendar) of their children to Dev Dutta Bhatta, at first 

glance the astrologer-cum-priest makes sure he has his 

eyes on the birth year. “Any oversight on my part can de-

stroy the lives of adolescent girls,” says the 66-year-old from 

Far-Western Nepal dressed in the traditional clothes – a 

cream kurta suruwal (a collarless shirt and trousers) and a 

black peaked Nepali cap and singing Hindu hymns.  

Recently, a couple from Samaiji village of the same district, 

Baitadi, approached Bhatta to know the lucky months for 

their 16-year-old daughter and whether the tenth Grader 

had to begin a fasting to appease the Hindu Gods. Before 

anything he asked them back, “Are you thinking of marry-

ing off your daughter?” “Well, we might if a proposal 

comes from a well-established boy” came the retort from 

the couple. He told them straight out he could only say that 

if they brought her cheena, determined to convince them 

that waiting till she would turn 20 was the way to go.  

“Some parents, mostly those who have daughters, have 

plans to marry off their children at an early age. When they 

come to us they lie about the age of their young girls. The 

birth date mentioned in the cheena is always true and 

alerts us to the possibility of child marriages taking place 

and the need to stop this from happening.”  

Scary scenario 

Adolescent girls (10-19 years) are a significant portion of 

Nepal’s population. There are more than six million teenag-

ers, - about one fourth of the country’s total population - 

and half of these are girls. Around 24.5 percent of girls 

aged 15-19 are currently married or in union and 16 per-

cent of women  aged 20-24 years have already had at 

least one live birth before reaching 18.  

Around 35 percent of women aged 10-24 are dropping out 

of school, college or university. The adolescent birth rate is 

71 births per 1,000 women aged 15-19 years—one of the 

highest in South Asia. It is widely believed that early mar-

riages are common in Far-Western Nepal, a geographically 

remote region where awareness about the legal age and 

consequences of child marriage is limited and the practice 

of early marriage generally accepted as part of social 

norms and values. 

Faith-based leaders leading the way  

So far Bhatta has rescued six prospective adolescent brides 

by stopping their marriages. A priest from neighbouring 

district Dadeldhura, Bhojraj Chataut (61), has also stopped 

five child marriages. In nearby Chataut’s village, his friend 

Tara Datta Panta convinced a couple to cancel the mar-

riage of a local girl, having discovered from her birth chart 

that she was not even 18. 

Though in a different profession, Padam Singh Mahara (68) 

has convinced two couples to postpone the marriage of 

their daughters until at least the age of 20 — the minimum 

marriageable age allowed by law in Nepal for both girls 

and boys.  

“Some people think we are quite conservative with trade 

tional beliefs that are against development. But this is not 

true. The work we are doing against child marriage is be-

cause we have a bigger role to play in the transformation 

of the society that we are part of,” says Mahara, a popular 

local Hindu shaman and one who has been practicing 

shamanism over the last 42 years.  

Shyam Bahadur Bhandari (55) has also stopped two child 

marriages. Both of them claim that they have “special 

powers” to control the evil spirits and heal people from 

illnesses, bad luck etc. “We not only help people get rid of 

evil spirits and sickness, but also fight against social evils like 

child marriage,” says Bhandari.  

These faith-based leaders have played a vital role in raising 

awareness in their communities and schools on their own 

based on an action plan they had developed after discuss-

ing what could be done to stop child marriage, having 

gained a deeper understanding of its negative conse-

quences. Bhojraj Joshi, a priest, organizes village level 

awareness programmes and school orientation sessions. 

Bhatta does a similar work. “I’ve already organized six and 

gearing up for more. Earlier, I only used to tell villagers their 

fortune. Now I also tell them it is illegal to marry off their 

children before they reach 20 as many girls suffer because 

of child marriage.” 

An innovative collaboration for a cause 

In many parts of Far-Western Nepal and also in other areas 

of the Hindu dominated country, priests, astrologers and 

shamans hold sway over people's opinions and ideas. Giv-

en their influence at community level and seeing the role 

they can play as a gatekeeper and change-maker, UNFPA 

works hand in hand with the District Women and Children 

Offices in the Far Western Region to collaborate with faith-

based leaders to end harmful practices, including child 

marriage.  
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Priests, astrologers and shamans take on child marriage in Far-Western Nepal 

Dev Dutta Bhatta 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Far-Western_Development_Region,_Nepal
http://cbs.gov.np/image/data/Population/Population%20projection%202011-2031/PopulationProjection2011-2031.pdf
http://cbs.gov.np/image/data/Population/Population%20projection%202011-2031/PopulationProjection2011-2031.pdf
http://cbs.gov.np/nada/index.php/catalog/46
http://cbs.gov.np/nada/index.php/catalog/46
http://cbs.gov.np/nada/index.php/catalog/46
http://cbs.gov.np/nada/index.php/catalog/46
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Successful Completion of Heritage Inventory at Hanumandhoka 

 
A UNESCO supported project to create an inventory docu-

menting objects recovered from Hanumandhoka Durbar 

Square, a site located at the heart of the rich cultural herit-

age of Nepal which witnessed significant destruction in the 

2015 earthquakes, has been successfully completed.  

Hanumandhoka Durbar Square suffered the total collapse of 

ten structures in the earthquakes, and significant damage to 

many others. During the rescue operation and subsequent 

clearing of the sites, the building elements and objects recov-

ered from the square were placed across 23 locations in an 

assortment of mixed sites.  

The task of salvaging, sorting and cataloguing the items, 

which ranged from screening a variety of objects including 

decorative and large wooden members to smaller pieces and stone idols, was immense. More than 1565 artefacts, including three 

copper inscriptions, five stone idols, and other carved wooden members such as doors and windows were re-assembled where 

possible. Pillars (thaam), struts, brackets (meth), joist heads (dhalinkhwas), cornices (jhalar) and icons were recovered, with the 

majority deemed reusable in their original locations.  

The sites contained vast mixtures of objects in various conditions, and a team of experts led by Prof. Mukunda Raj Aryal and Sukra 

Sagar Shrestha worked extensively to create a clear inventory of the monuments. The project covered eight of the totally col-

lapsed monuments, and two of the damaged structures. 

Work on the project began after an agreement was made in November 2015 between stakeholders, including the Department of 

Archaeology, Hanumandhoka Durbar Museum Development Committee, ICOMOS Nepal and UNESCO. UNESCO entrusted ICO-

MOS Nepal for the coordination of engaging master carpenters and skilled craftspeople, as well as museum staff, volunteers and 

labourers. The project received significant funding from the Fok Ying Tung Foundation in Hong Kong, as well as funding from the 

Japanese Government.  

Christian Manhart, UNESCO Representative to Nepal, stated: “We are pleased to have successfully completed the inventory of 

wooden architectural elements from Hanumandhoka, and supported the Department of Archaeology’s efforts to recover, safe-

guard and document those objects. This inventory of the debris from the monuments, and the ability to reuse these original materi-

als will be of great benefit for the rebuilding phase”.  

Key sites such as the Kasthamandap were included in the pro-

ject, which will serve to provide a clear and essential inventory 

of items to be used in the rebuilding process, as well as preserv-

ing the rich heritage of the city. 

For more information: A report on the Salvaging, Screening and 

Inventorying of carved wooded elements of Hanumandhoka 

P a la c e  C o mp lex :  h t t p : / / u n es d o c . u n es c o . o r g /

images/0024/002468/246816E.pdf 

Salvaging, recovering and inventorying wooden elements and 

artifacts from the earthquake damaged monuments of Hanu-

man Dhoka Durbar Square (December 2015 - September 

2 0 1 6 ) :  h t t p : / / u n e s d o c . u n e s c o . o r g /

images/0024/002468/246817E.pdf 

In order to support priests, astrologers and traditional healers to become active enablers in their communities, the Women and Chil-

dren’s Offices and UNFPA in districts like Baitadi and Dadeldhura raised their awareness  on their role in ending child marriage, the 

continuum of harms, causes and legal provisions and supported them to draft an action plan. The four-point action plan includes 

what activities the trained priests, traditional healers and astrologers will carry out in their villages to prevent child marriage as well as 

how and by when they will achieve the desired results. In some villages of Dadeldhura, follow-up training sessions are being orga-

nized at the community level. 

“The collaboration among the Women and Children Office, UNFPA, pandit-jyotishi-dhami (priests, astrologers and shamans) and 

networks of adolescent girls is slowly making strides in ending child marriage and gender-based violence,” says Manamati Nepali 

(18), the chairperson of the Adolescent Girls’ Circle in the Hatairaj village of Baitadi.  “Influential leaders are having an  impact, one 

less child marriage at the time.” 

http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0024/002468/246816E.pdf
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0024/002468/246816E.pdf
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0024/002468/246817E.pdf
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0024/002468/246817E.pdf
http://nepal.unfpa.org/news/zero-tolerance-child-marriage
http://nepal.unfpa.org/news/zero-tolerance-child-marriage


 31 Dec– 1 January: Transition from SG Ban Ki-moon to António Guterres  

 15-18 January: UN World Data Forum 

 17 January: World Economic Situation and Prospects 

 17-20 January: World Economic Forum  

 27 January: International Day of Commoration of the Victims of Holo-

caust  

 30-31 January: ECOSOC Youth Forum  

 11 February: International Day of Women and Girls in Science  
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