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T 
he newly appointed Resident 

Coordinator (RC) of the United 

Nations in Nepal and the 

Resident Representative (RR) of 

the United Nations Development 

Programme (UNDP), Ms. Valerie Julliand, 

today called on the Honourable Mr. 

Kamal Thapa, Deputy Prime Minister and 

Minister of Foreign Affairs, to present the 

Letter of Credentials from the UN 

Secretary-General Mr. Ban Ki-moon. 

Prior to coming to Nepal Ms. Valerie 

Julliand was UN RC and UNDP RR for 

Guatemala and RC/RR from 2009-2013 for 

the Dominican Republic. From 1994 to 

2008 Valerie was with the Office for 

Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 

(OCHA) where she served as   Head of 

IRIN News, Regional Office for West Africa 

(2006-2008) and Head of the Regional 

Office for East Africa and the Great Lakes 

(1999-2006). She worked in Angola for 

four years on various assignments as 

Senior Humanitarian Affairs Officer, 

Demobilization and Reintegration 

Programme Manager and Vulnerable 

Groups Programme Officer. Before joining 

OCHA, Valerie undertook voluntary work 

in Bukavu in Eastern DRC (1995) and she 

was Programme Director for Handicap 

International in Serbia and Bosnia (1993-

1994). From 1984-1992 she worked in 

various positions in publishing companies 

in Paris, most notably as General Director 

of BIBA (a French women's magazine) and 

Publisher of various magazines in the 

"Groupe Express" in France.  
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UN 

New Resident Coordinator of the United 

Nations in Nepal Ms. Valerie Julliand 

presenting letter of credential to DPM 

and Foreign Minister Hon'ble Kamal 

Thapa.  
T 

he newly-appointed UNHCR 

Representative in Nepal, Mr. 

Kevin J. Allen, presented his 

Letter of Credentials to the 

Honourable Deputy Prime Minister and 

Minister of Foreign Affairs, Mr. Kamal 

Thapa. 

 Mr. Allen, an American national, arrived 

in Nepal on 18 June 2016 to take up his 

new assignment as UNHCR 

Representative in Nepal. 

He began his career with the UN Refugee 

Agency in 1999. Since then Mr. Allen has 

served in a number of countries 

including Tajikistan, Japan, Afghanistan, 

Mexico, Kenya and the United States.  

Before coming to Nepal, he served as the 

UNHCR Representative in Tajikistan. 

Upon assuming office, Mr. Allen said, 

“The Government and people of Nepal 

New UNHCR 

Representative 

in Nepal 
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Upon assuming office in Nepal, Ms. 

Julliand said, “I am honoured by this 

opportunity to join the United Nations 

family in Nepal. I look forward to working 

closely with the Government of Nepal, 

national stakeholders and development 

partners towards our common goal of 

sustainable development for Nepal, 

leaving no one behind.” 

Ms. Julliand, a French national, holds a 

Masters in Political Science from the 

Institute d'Etudes Politiques, France and 

an MPhil in Human Resources 

Management from the Institute de 

Gestion Sociale, France.  She speaks 

French, Spanish and English. 

Ms. Julliand arrived in Nepal on 30 June 

2016. 

T 
he Secretary-General 

condemned the attacks on 20 

June in Badakhshan province 

and Kabul city, Afghanistan. In 

the Kishem district of Badakhshan 

province, an improvised explosive device 

(IED) in a market area killed and injured 

dozens of civilians, including children. In 

Kabul, a suicide attack in a crowded area 

killed and injured a number of Nepalese 

contractors, including diplomatic security 

guards, as well as Afghan civilians. 

Meanwhile, another IED attack injured 

several civilians, including a provincial 

council member.  

The Secretary-General extended his 

condolences to the families of the victims 

and to the Governments of Afghanistan 

and Nepal. He called for those 

responsible for these indiscriminate 

attacks to be brought to justice.  

Secretary-General condemns on 

attacks in Afghanistan 

have a proud tradition of protecting 

those who are forced to flee persecution 

and war. I look forward to working with 

the Government and UNHCR partners to 

continue this important work, in a spirit 

of collaboration and compassion.”  

 Mr. Allen holds a doctorate degree in 

International Public Law from 

Georgetown University Law Center and a 

postgraduate degree in International 

Affairs from the University of Chile. 

Since late 2007, UNHCR has helped more 

than 103,000 refugees from Bhutan start 

new lives in the United States, Canada, 

Australia, New Zealand, Denmark, 

Norway, the Netherlands, and the 

United Kingdom. UNHCR also carries out 

a range of other protection and 

assistance programme for over 15,500 

Bhutanese refugees in two camps in 

eastern Nepal (Beldangi and Sanischare). 

UNHCR’s work in Nepal also includes 

providing support to some 15,000 

Tibetan refugees and a number of urban 

refugees from diverse nations, as well as 

improving access to citizenship 

certificates for eligible Nepalis. 

Kevin, an American national, brings to 

the UNCT a long and rich UN career with 

UNHCR in countries such as Tajikistan, 

Japan, Afghanistan, Mexico and Kenya. 

He has also worked with DPKO in Kosovo 

as a Legal Officer and served for many 

years as an Attorney in USA. He holds a 

doctorate degree in International Public 

Law from Georgetown University Law 

Center and a postgraduate degree in 

International Affairs from the University 

of Chile.  Kevin is accompanied to Nepal 

by his wife, Ms. Elena Wasylew. I 
n June 2016, UNV released its 2015 

Annual report , Delivering at the 

Grassroots, showcases the 

contributions and achievements of UN 

Volunteers in addressing the challenges of 

peace and development. This is a report 

first and foremost about the dedication, 

skills and unrelenting spirit of UN 

Volunteers around the world. 

When Nepal experienced a devastating 

earthquake on 25 April last year with the 

epicentre close to Kathmandu, UNV 

responded by rapidly recruiting about 200 

national UN Volunteers, funded by the 

United Nations Development Programme 

(UNDP), and fielded them in such vital areas 

as coordination of the response effort, 

rubble removal and early reconstruction. 

In 2015 alone, UNV deployed 6,796 UN 

Volunteers in 122 countries worldwide. 435 

UN Youth Volunteers were sent on 

assignments around the world. 11,554 UN 

Online Volunteers have dedicated their 

time and efforts, proving that anyone 

anywhere can volunteer. 

Those are just some highlights of UNV's 

results and achievements in 2015. The 

chapters of Delivering at the Grassroots 

UNV Annual Report 2015: Delivering  

at Grassroots 

showcase UNV and UN Volunteer 

interventions spanning the five 

programme priority areas, as well as 

knowledge and innovation. The fact files 

highlight specific success stories and 

include an additional fact file on 

celebrating volunteer inspiration in action. 

This report has a special centrefold feature 

on Volunteering for the Sustainable 

Development Goals and a reporting annex 

on the UNV Special Voluntary Fund. 
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E 
conomists have suggested that 

the government address 

persistent under disbursement of 

allocated budgets, improve tax 

administration and compliance, and 

accelerate reconstruction activities through 

issuance of reconstruction bond. 

Speaking at a function organized by UNIC to 

unveil the report of 'Economic and Social 

Survey of Asia and the Pacific 2016' 

produced by United Nations Economic and 

Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific 

(UNESCAP) in Kathmandu on Monday, they 

advised the government for maximum 

utilization of domestic resources in 

increasing productivity as the Official 

Development Assistance (ODA) from rich 

countries have been drying for various 

reasons.  

Presenting the findings of the report and 

policy recommendation, Sudip Ranjan Basu, 

Economic Affairs Officer at the 

Macroeconomic Policy and Financing for 

Development Division of UNESCAP said that 

the Monetary Policy cannot shoulder the 

growth and that the Fiscal Policy has 

become more important to boost and 

redistribute the growth. "Productive growth 

has been slowing in recent years," he said, 

adding that quality of labor, access to 

finance to SMEs, and poor infrastructure 

are hitting productivity. 

He also said productivity could be increased 

if the government manages to strike 

balance between the Fiscal Policy and the 

Monetary Policy. 

Speaking at the program, Dr. Posh Raj 

Pandey, chairperson of the South Asia 

Watch on Trade, Economics and 

Environment (SAWTEE), said a proactive 

fiscal policy could help speed up spending. 

Smart and active Industrial Policy, ensuring 

investment climate, and social protection 

for transition class, could help poor out of 

the poverty line, Pandey said, adding that 

active and efficient governance is a must to 

ensure growth. 

Basudeb Guha-Khasnobis, Senior Economic 

Advisor of UNDP Nepal also spoke on the 

occasion. The report, one of the oldest 

reports coming from UN agencies, states 

that some 1.7 million people could be out 

of poverty if the agriculture productivity 

could be increased. 

The Asia Pacific report also stated that the 

region as a whole has experienced 

considerable slowdown in economic growth 

and productivity gains in recent years. "The 

Asia Pacific region's progress on poverty 

reduction is slowing, inequalities are rising 

and prospects of decent employment are 

weakening," it said, adding that productivity 

and Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 

are closely linked and investing in these 

goals will increase productivity and help 

economic growth. 

The regional report has projected Nepal to 

grow by 2.2 percent in the current fiscal 

year, which is the lowest in the region. 

However, the inflation that the report has 

projected is the highest in the region. 

Catastrophic earthquakes in April 2015, 

subpar monsoon season that resulted in 

weak agricultural growth and recent strikes 

and disruptions of trade routes in certain 

parts of the country have hit the growth in 

the near term. In the medium-term, the 

report states, a trade agreement with the 

USA and also an agreement with India to 

develop two large-scale hydropower 

projects could spur growth in the coming 

fiscal years. 

KATHMANDU, May 2 –  

ESCAP Annual Survey Report 

launched in Nepal 
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After a decade-long armed conflict, Nepal is 

moving forward with the peace process. 

During the violence, women and children 

have suffered the most.  UN agencies in 

Nepal have been continuously supporting 

peace process in Nepal through different 

projects, especially related to political, 

social and economic empowerment of 

women.  

The Food and Agriculture Organization of 

the United Nations (FAO) has supported 

Gender Responsive Recovery for 

Sustainable Peace (GRRSP) in collaboration 

with the International Labour Organization 

(ILO) and UN Women, to work with women 

affected by the armed conflict, from 1996 

to 2006, that followed the Maoist 

insurgency in Nepal. The project was 

designed to address the economic, social 

and psychological effects of the conflict on 

women and their families. FAO has 

provided training to women to enhance 

their skill aiming at increasing income by 

boosting agricultural productivity in the 

districts of Kavre, Ramechhap and Sindhuli.  

796 women affected by the conflict have 

been trained in the best ways to cultivate a 

range of crops, including ginger, potato, 

mushroom, tomato and beans. Besides, 

they were given basic training in raising 

goats, pigs and boar bucks.  

Members of the Bhirkot Kalika Women 

Farmers Group in Deurali VDC, in 

Ramechhap were taught on how to prepare 

mineral blocks, provide balanced feed to 

animals, and control external and internal 

parasites of the animals. Mineral blocks 

have been instrumental to ensure that 

animals receive essential minerals and 

avoid iron and calcium deficiencies. 

Introduction of mineral blocks has proven 

to a boon for goats to recover from poor 

nutrition, weight loss and adverse effects 

caused by parasites.  

Manmaya Shrestha, Chairperson of the 

group, said that they learnt how to make 

mineral blocks using local materials with a 

mixture of red clay, the outer shell of 

chicken eggs, wheat flour and salt, for their 

goats.  

She said, “We learnt that red soil is a source 

of iron, the outer shell of the egg provides 

calcium, iodized salt provides iodine and 

wheat is a source of energy.”  

She noticed the hair of the goats became 

shinier and their appetites increased after 

regular use of the mineral blocks. Now, the 

animals are healthier and more productive. 

The weights of the goats are recorded 

having increment by 25 percent after 

regular use of the mineral blocks and 

balanced feed. Around three-quarters of 

the households that participated in the 

training have since adopted the 

recommended agricultural techniques.  

During the time of armed conflict, it was 

very difficult for Sunita Kumari Sada to feed 

and clothe herself. Now her confidence is at 

a higher level. She and her village friends 

prepare export quality quilt-making 

material after receiving training from ILO 

and are now self-dependence. 

Sabitri Bhetwal is chairperson of the 

Lilawati Sustainable Peace Development 

Women Farmers (Lilawati Digo Bikas Mahila 

Krishak Samuha). She has also received 

training in sweet and snack production and 

makes an income using her skills in these 

areas. She is now an influential local leader 

and a successful entrepreneur. 

These factual stories are but examples. 

There are many more stories of change. 

Tales of transformation, skill development, 

and better chances for peace have been 

established through Gender Responsive 

Recovery for Sustainable Peace (GRRSP), a 

project started in October of 2012 and 

ended in June of 2015. 

Conflict affected rural women 

heading toward self-reliance 

Rural women of Ramechhap making 

mineral block.  

Photo: FAO 
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T 
he earthquake that rocked Nepal 

a year ago carried a high toll not 

just in human life and economic 

losses, but also in the large 

number of people – estimated to be in the 

thousands – left temporarily or 

permanently disabled through crush or 

other injuries. 

The partial or complete destruction of over 

1,000 healthcare facilities was another blow 

to those with pre-existing conditions, as 

well as those injured or disabled in the 

series of quakes. 

In response, the International Organization 

for Migration (IOM), supported by 

AmeriCares, Australian Aid and the Nepal 

Physiotherapy Association has produced a 

pioneering series of Public Service 

Announcements (PSAs) on injury 

rehabilitation and accessibility, targeting 

earthquake survivors. 

These PSAs aim to generate public 

awareness, particularly among earthquake 

survivors with disabilities and their families, 

on how they can resume their daily lives 

after such traumatic events. 

They include a step-by-step guide on how 

to make easy-to-build modifications to 

create accessible homes and infrastructure, 

how to adapt their daily living activities, key 

hygiene messages and the importance of 

exercise in rehabilitation. 

“Everyone can contribute to improve the 

quality of life of those are injured in the 

earthquake. The simplest things that we 

can do are modifying our houses to make 

them more accessible by building ramps, 

lowering the door handles and creating 

enough open space for wheelchairs to 

move around,” said IOM Nepal Chief of 

Mission Maurizio Busatti. 

The PSAs can be downloaded here: http://

bit.ly/1WyYfsI. 

As part of its earthquake response 

activities, IOM assisted with patient 

discharge and referrals in order to facilitate 

essential care. Long after acute needs were 

met, it continued to provide patient 

transport to ensure access to follow-up and 

rehabilitation care: a key element to 

prevent life-long disability for the injured. 

During the first 12 months after the quake, 

IOM medical escort teams assisted over 

1,800 patients with their discharge from 

hospitals, referral to local health facilities or 

safe return to their communities. 

In close cooperation with the Ministry of 

Health and Population and the District 

Health Office, IOM also established and 

currently operates a 40-bed Injury 

Rehabilitation Unit (IRU) in Chautara, 

Sindhupalchowk district. 

This facility provides “step down” or 

transitionary care, including intensive 

physiotherapy, nursing care, psychosocial 

support and safe shelter for patients with 

earthquake-related injuries and disabilities. 

To view a video of the IRU go here: http://

bit.ly/1ZicXCd. 

 

Restoring Dignity to Disabled 

People in Post-Quake Nepal 
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When the rains failed him for the second 

year in a row, Jiwan Mahato blamed the 

rain god. A subsistence farmer from Madi, 

in the south of Nepal, Mahato’s paddy 

crops had failed again.  

Like most of the 20 million subsistence 

farmers of Nepal, Mahato had no other 

source of income to feed his six-member 

family. As a sole breadwinner, he had to 

think hard whether to continue the farming 

given the ever-growing dry spell. With few 

employment opportunities around, the only 

option he had was to again join the 

exploitative labour markets in the Middle 

East, which have absorbed over 5 million 

Nepalis today. 

Mahato had already tried his luck in Qatar. 

He was back for good, as his three-year 

stint in the foreign land had not changed his 

predicament. That is, until he was 

introduced to a new variety of crops that 

was drought-resistant and required little 

water for survival. 

He planted 107 samplings of an improved 

variety of lemon and in just few months, 

despite a harsh dry spell, saw his orchard 

bloom, and the prospects of his income.   

Like Mahato, Lokraj Pokhrel is another 

farmer from Chitwan who switched to 

drought-resistant crops last year. 

“Everybody was looking for options, as the 

future of agriculture appeared very bleak,” 

said Pokhrel, who too returned from Qatar 

two years ago. “I got in touch with our 

Agriculture office and received the new 

variety of wheat called Gautam, which has 

doubled the yields, despite sporadic rains.” 

Mahato and Pokhrel are among the first 

3,000 farmers who were trained and 

provided necessary support to adapt to 

changed climatic conditions and to switch 

to drought-resistant crops with support 

from UNDP and KOICA. 

For farmers like Mahato and Pokhrel in 

Nepal, the impact of climate change has 

been very real. Erratic rains and extreme 

weather conditions causing either flash 

floods or longer dry season every year 

meant that the traditional methods of 

farming was no longer working. 

Government records show that in the first 

decade of the new millennium alone, 

droughts caused a loss of crops worth 

US$750 million, badly affecting over 12 

million Nepalis, mostly the poor and the 

vulnerable. 

“I have visited many parts of Nepal from 

the top Himalayas to the plains. While I see 

the snow is depleting in the Himalayas, 

many houses in the south plains have very 

little water to drink or they have floods 

every monsoon,” said Ilryoung Lee, Deputy 

Country Director, KOICA Nepal. “Given this 

natural dynamics of Nepal’s climate, I urge 

Nepal needs to be better prepared.” 

In the face of such complex dynamics of 

climate change, the UNDP-KOICA MDG 

Trust Fund has played an important role to 

help Nepali communities demonstrate 

some innovative and sustainable ways to 

adapt and prepare for the changing reality. 

“Our main focus is to help the poor and 

vulnerable to adapt to the changed climatic 

conditions and become more resilient to 

shocks of all kind, natural or manmade,” 

says Sophie Kemkhadze, Deputy Country 

Director, UNDP Nepal. 

“We have been supporting innovative and 

sustainable options for the farmers, which 

include introduction of drought-resistant 

crop varieties and fruit plants, alternative 

means of livelihoods, and measures to 

mitigate impacts of climate change and 

make communities resilient. This is one of 

the key focuses of the sustainable 

development agenda.” 

Highlights 

 When there was not enough rain last 

year, Jiwan Mahato, a subsistence 

farmer, thought his farming days were 

over. 

 Mahato planted 107 samplings of an 

improved variety of lemon and in just 

few months, despite a harsh dry spell, 

saw his orchard bloom, and the 

prospects of his income. 

 Lokraj Pokhrel, another Nepali farmer, 

switched to drought-resistant crops last 

year and doubled his income. 

 Mahato and Pokhrel are among the 

first 3,000 farmers who were trained 

and provided necessary support to 

adapt to changed climatic conditions 

and to switch to drought-resistant 

crops with support from UNDP and 

KOICA.  

Preparing for Change 

With improved drought resistant crop 

varieties, farmers in Nepal have been able 

to double the yields, despite sporadic rains. 

Photo: Kamal Raj Sigdel/UNDP Nepal 

Madi—  
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F 
rom Lumbini, the birthplace of 

Lord Buddha, UNESCO Director-

General Irina Bokova commended 

international efforts to combine 

safeguarding with the balanced 

development of a spiritual site that 

represents a universal message of peace, on 

19 April 2016. 

Preceded by Buddhist chanting, Ms Bokova 

welcomed members of the International 

Scientific Committee for the Conservation 

and Management of Lumbini, a World 

Heritage Site since 1997. The Committee is 

composed of international experts in 

archaeology, conservation, urban planning, 

the environment, heritage management as 

well as representatives of Buddhist 

communities. 

“I am deeply moved to be here, in this place 

of hope and wisdom, almost one year after 

the first of two earthquakes that destroyed 

many parts of this country. I believe we find 

here a source of courage and dignity for all 

the people of Nepal.” 

She warmly congratulated the Government 

of Nepal, the Lumbini Development Trust 

and national and international experts for 

the successful implementation of the 

UNESCO/Japanese Funds-in-Trust project 

for Strengthening the Conservation and 

Management of Lumbini, now in its second 

phase. 

“There is no need to choose between the 

conservation of historical remains and the 

development of Lumbini,” said Ms Bokova. 

“Heritage can be a driver to learn new skills 

and knowledge, to develop new capacity 

and foster sustainable development, decent 

jobs and livelihoods. We can have all of this 

if we coordinate in harmony the initiatives 

by so many actors for whom this site carries 

special significance.” 

Touring the site with Professor Robin 

Coningham, UNESCO Chair in 

Archaeological Ethics and Practice in 

Cultural Heritage at Durham University, Ms 

Bokova viewed the achievements of the 

UNESCO/Japanese Funds-in-Trust project 

since it began in 2010. In the Mayadevi 

Temple, she saw evidence – the first of its 

kind across southern Asia - of timber 

structures dating back to the lifetime of 

Lord Buddha, which were discovered in 

layers lying beneath the brick remains of a 

Mauryan temple. Efforts are underway to 

adjust the water table, which rises during 

the monsoon season, causing harm to the 

temple. 

The Director-General witnessed the 

conservation of the three most emblematic 

monuments of Lumbini – the Marker Stone, 

the Nativity Sculpture and the Ashoka Pillar 

that carries an inscription bearing Buddha’s 

Shakyamuni’s name. The project has also 

drafted an Archaeological Risk Map for the 

Sacred Garden of Lumbini, together with an 

integrated master plan. 

She assured that UNESCO would continue 

together to work with international, 

national and local stakeholders, including 

representatives of six Buddhist 

organizations, to carry forward the project, 

guided by respect for the spirituality of the 

entire Lumbini area. 

On Buddha’s Trail, from Lumbini to 

Tilaraukot 

UNESCO Director-General, Ms. Irina 

Bokova, and UNESCO Chair in 

Archaeological Ethics and Practice in 

Cultural Heritage at Durham University, 

Professor Robin Coningham, during the visit 

to Lumbini’s Sacred Garden and Maya Devi 

Temple.  

Photo: UNESCO 

Lumbini— 
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At the opening of the meeting, Mr Bhesh 

Narayan Dahal, Director-General of the 

Department for Archaeology; the Venerable 

Nigrodha, Vice-Chair of the Lumbini 

Development Trust; Mr Kiyohiko Hamada, 

First Secretary of the Embassy of Japan in 

Nepal all recognized the achievements of 

the project.  Mr Hamada expressed hope 

that the project would contribute to 

reviving tourism in Nepal, which has fallen 

since the 2015 earthquake. The Venerable 

Nigrodha stated that UNESCO is playing “an 

instrumental role in the development and 

safeguarding of Lumbini. 

The region is an open history book that is 

still being written. Phase II of the project 

has also focused on Tilaurakot, where 

recent excavations have unearthed the 

remarkable remains of a vast 1,800 year-old 

palace complex, in the region of the ancient 

Sakya Kingdom, where Lord Buddha lived as 

Prince Siddhartha until 29, the age when he 

passed through the Eastern Gate to begin 

his quest for enlightenment. 

Using ground radar technology and 

geophysical surveys for the first time in Asia 

to determine where to excavate, Professor 

Coningham and teams of archaeologists 

have unearthed what is the most complete 

example of an ancient city in South Asia. 

Surrounded by fortification walls and 

rampart structures, it comprises gates, a 

central complex of rectangular brick 

structures forming a grid layout, courtyards, 

a central pond and stupas. “It is a beautiful 

example of how archaeology can inform us 

about urban planning and one of the 

earliest creations of urban culture,” said 

Professor Coningham.   

This spectacular discovery was made in 

February 2016, shedding new light on this 

ancient city. A year earlier, excavations led 

to the discovery of 500 silver punch-marked 

coins from the 2nd century BC, from a 

monastery in the vicinity of the ancient 

walled city. 

Under the project, leaflets with maps, 

photos and presentations have been 

produced to assist in site management and 

give visitors a greater understanding of this 

ancient city. The Director-General said that 

the site could form part of a Buddhist trail 

and encourage the development of local 

crafts, offering a source of livelihood for 

local communities. “We must continue this 

important work of conservation to give 

back to local people and encourage them to 

share the message and values that this site 

represents.” 

Collages: Cycle Rally on World Refugee Day 2016 
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“Now I have the courage to speak out and 

fight against the violence and 

discrimination that started right after my 

marriage and continued for years.” 

Saraswoti Giri (name changed to protect 

her identity) bares her soul sitting inside a 

psychosocial counselling room of the 

Female-Friendly Space (FFS) set up in 

Sindhupalchowk district in North-Eastern 

Nepal. Originally set up with funding from 

the UK, the space has continued to operate 

with Japanese funding more than one year 

after the devastating earthquake due to the 

great needs observed in the area. 

For over a year it has provided services and 

support to earthquake-affected vulnerable 

women and girls in coordination with the 

government’s local authority Women and 

Children Office, Women Rehabilitation 

Center (WOREC) and with support from 

UNFPA, the United Nations Population 

Fund. Services range from case 

management for women who have 

experienced violence, to psychosocial 

counselling and help with documentation. 

 Sitting next to her, Sapana Thapa, a 

psychosocial counsellor, speaks 

encouragingly to her: “Those who are 

unhappy with your move might try to derail 

your fight for your rights. You need to be on 

the alert for any steps they make take that 

could deprive you of your rights.”  

Ever since her parents married her off to a 

man from another village at the age of 24, 

Giri, who survived the earthquake of 25 

April 2015, was confined to household 

chores from dawn to dusk. Even during her 

pregnancy and post-partum period her 

duties were the same year in year out. 

As more women, some of them carrying 

their babies, enter the FFS, Giri, who is 30, 

continues: “The day I received my 

citizenship certificate after 12 years and the 

birth certificate of my son was the happiest 

day of my life so far. I cannot thank the 

Mahila Maitri Sthan (FFS) for this.” 

“The first time I confronted him was in the 

third year of our marriage. I heard from a 

neighbour that my husband involved with 

another woman. When I asked him whether 

this was true, he kicked and punched me 

many times all over my body saying that 

what he did outside home was none of my 

business,” she says. 

Several years of physical and verbal abuse 

followed. “A year later I left for my 

maternal home as I was unable to bear the 

torture. Since then I have been living with 

my mother and son away from them 

(husband and in-laws),” she says with tears 

rolling down her cheeks. 

“The majority of the women in rural villages 

in our district face such ordeals after their 

marriage as they are unware of their rights, 

and persistent gender inequalities make 

things worse for GBV survivors,” says 

Suncha Maya Shyangba, General Secretary 

of MANK, an NGO working for women 

rights in partnership with WOREC and 

UNFPA. 

Wiping Giri’s tears with a shawl, Shuk Maya 

Ghale (50), who regularly attends health 

education classes and Yoga sessions at the 

FFS, consoles her: “Now you have received 

a citizenship certificate despite your 

husband’s non-cooperation with the 

support of the Mahila Maitri Sthan and this 

means that there must be good things in 

store for you.” 

The citizenship certificate did indeed open 

doors — without it she had been unable to 

access government relief (mainly cash) and 

legal recourse as a GBV survivor. Many 

women were in the same situation, either 

having lost their documents in the 

earthquake, or never having had them in 

the first place. 

The FFS has registered 121 cases from July 

From voiceless to vocal 
Sapana Thapa, Psychosocial counsellor 

counselling a patient. 

Photo:  UNFPA Nepal 
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2015 to April this year, says Thapa. “Most 

(72 cases) are related to domestic violence 

and abuse. We have also received one rape 

case. During the same period 505 women 

and 135 adolescent girls attended 

awareness-raising sessions on sexual and 

reproductive health and GBV at the safe 

space.” In addition, Dignity Kits were 

distributed to 572 pregnant, new mothers, 

single women, elderly women and women 

with disabilities, she adds. 

“Most of us who we had attended sessions 

here have begun to speak up for ourselves 

and our rights, and to help others to 

prevent violence against women,” says 

Ghale, who regularly reaches out to women 

she knows to suggest that they visit the safe 

space. 

The FFS and also the other UNFPA-

supported that are still running in Rasuwa, 

Sindhuli, Dolakha, Gorkha and Okhaldhunga 

districts offer a range of services to 

earthquake-affected women and girls, 

including information, psychosocial 

support, appropriate referrals, 

strengthening linkages with government 

institutions, education and recreational 

activities to make them feel safe and 

empowered as well as to restore their 

dignity and well-being, says Giulia Vallese, 

UNFPA Representative for Nepal. 

“Although we set these services up as part 

of our emergency response, we continue to 

provide them because we have seen how 

badly they are needed. We are continuously 

working with the government to ensure 

that vulnerable women receive the support 

they need”. 

Let's end obstetric fistula 

within a generation 

Women and girls in Nepal are still suffering 

from obstetric fistula, a health condition 

that is preventable and in most cases 

treatable. Obstetric fistula, a hole in the 

birth canal, is one of the most serious 

injuries of childbirth caused by prolonged, 

obstructed labour in the absence of timely 

and adequate medical care. 

Obstetric fistula has been virtually 

eliminated in industrialized nations, but in 

developing countries like Nepal it continues 

to affect the poorest, most vulnerable and 

marginalized women and girls. According to 

a 2011 Needs Assessment Report by 

UNFPA, the United Nations Population 

Fund, around 4,300 women in Nepal are 

living with this condition. 

Nepal has made significant progress in 

improving sexual and reproductive health 

and advancing reproductive rights of 

women and girls. But many of them, 

especially the poor and vulnerable, still lack 

access to quality sexual and reproductive 

health information and services, including 

life-saving emergency obstetric care. 

Furthermore, they often live with the hole 

in the birth canal which causes constant 

leakage of urine and feces for years, 

ostracized by their community, often 

abandoned and living in isolation and 

confronted with guilt and shame. Now is 

the time to end this severely neglected 

health and human rights tragedy. Let us 

commit to end obstetric fistula within a 

generation. 

To end fistula, we must ensure universal 

access to quality sexual and reproductive 

health services; eliminate gender-based 

social and economic inequities; prevent 

child marriage and early childbearing; 

promote education and broader human 

rights; and foster community participation 

in finding solutions, including through the 

active involvement of men as well as 

seeking the help of fistula survivors as 

advocates. Ensuring access to fistula 

treatment (surgical repair) for all women 

and girls in need is also a key strategy for 

eliminating it. 

The theme of this year’s International Day 

to End Obstetric Fistula, “End fistula within 

a generation”, is a call to transform the 

world. As we talk about ending polio, HIV/

AIDS, and so many other forms of suffering, 

so must we commit to stepping up our 

efforts to end fistula, once and for all. This 

means heeding the call of the 2030 Agenda 

for Sustainable Development to leave no 

one behind. 

For UNFPA ending fistula remains one of 

our highest priorities, and we will continue 

to accelerate efforts, both in our own work 

with the Government of Nepal and partner 

agencies. The global Campaign to End 

Fistula, launched in Nepal in 2010 by UNFPA 

together with the government and 

partners, has helped recognize obstetric 

fistula as a public health issue and enabled 

provision of prevention, treatment, capacity 

building and advocacy programmes. While 

significant progress has been made, far 

more remains to be done. 

We cannot give up until every single 

woman and girl living with fistula has been 

treated. We cannot give up until every 

fistula survivor receives the social 

reintegration and support services she 

needs to rebuild her life, reclaim her 

dignity, and restore her hope and dreams 

for the future. 

As we commemorate International Fistula 

Day on May 23, BP Koirala Institute of 

Health Sciences, Model Hospital, Patan 

Hospital and International Nepal Fellowship 

will continue in their tireless efforts to 

providing treatment and care to fistula 

survivors. However much more is required 

to prevent, treat and therefore end fistula 

within a generation. 

“Most of us have begun to speak up for 

ourselves and our rights" — Shuk Kumari 

Ghale (left).  

Photo: UNFPA 
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Housing Recovery and Reconstruction 

Platform co-led by UN Habitat and IOM 

was created for providing a platform for 

coordination, strategic planning, and 

technical guidance for agencies involved in 

longer term housing recovery and 

reconstruction, and to engage with the 

Government of Nepal and other key 

stakeholders to inform the wider housing 

reconstruction programme 

The HRRP worked closely with the National 

Reconstruction Authority (NRA), officially 

established in late December 2015, as well 

as the key line ministries for housing 

recovery and reconstruction – Ministries of 

Urban Development (MoUD) and Federal 

and Local Development (MOFALD). 

About 70 partner organizations working on 

housing reconstruction sector participated 

during the general meetings and provided 

their information for the 4W matrix 

compiled by HRRP information 

management team. Several maps and 

infographic were produced based on the 

information collected from partner 

organization.  

The technical team at HRRP coordinated 

with partner organizations to create the 

technical working groups (TWGs) on 

training, housing standards, social 

mobilization, communication and financial 

inclusion. Technical working groups were 

established to develop a coherent 

approach among POs for housing 

reconstruction activities and to address 

the technical challenges and issues related 

to housing reconstruction. 

Since the establishment of NRA, HRRP 

supported in coordination with partners 

provided strategic and inputs on various 

technical issues.  

Community driven reconstruction 

On 26 May, HRRP hosted a partners  forum 

on community driven reconstruction 

process in the context of urban 

settlements in Nepal, as it seems quite 

relevant on various earthquake affected 

communities in some of the urban 

settlements in Nepal.  

There are various reconstruction 

approaches in post disaster reconstruction 

process. Owner driven reconstruction, 

where home owners take the lead while 

the government and partners provide 

conditional financial assistance, 

accompanied by regulations and technical 

support, aimed at ensuring that houses are 

built back better. This was adopted as a 

reconstruction approach by the 

Government of Nepal (GoN). However, 

this reconstruction approach should not 

neglect the importance of community 

participation. As community members are 

interlinked with each other in terms of 

language, culture, they share common 

resources and infrastructure like 

community tap water, well water, 

temples, community centres etc. Owner-

driven reconstruction needs to be 

embedded into a community driven 

approach. 

In the context of Nepal, local communities 

such as the Newari and the Tamang share 

a wide range of cultural values and have a 

long tradition of mutual help that could act 

as a catalyst for the rapid recovery 

process.  

This underlines the importance of 

designing recovery strategies that reflect 

community values not just with regard to 

individual outcomes, but in relation to the 

process as well, aligned to local traditions 

and values. Many Nepali communities 

have close-knit social values and adequate 

capital. Accordingly, there is a great 

potential for community-driven 

reconstruction which can strengthen the 

bonds between community members, 

provide the opportunity for affected 

populations to provide aid and mutual 

support, and lead to shared visions about 

the reconstruction of not just houses but 

entire settlements.  

In Kathmandu valley, various communities 

such as Bungamati, Khokana, Pillanchhen, 

Harisiddhi have already drafted the 

community reconstruction plan with the 

support of Lumanti, UN Habitat and many 

other organisations.  

Housing Recovery and 

Reconstruction Platform (HRRP) 

Individual House Construction 

Photo:  UN-HABITAT 
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M 
ina Shrestha, a 30-year-

old mother widowed 

during the earthquake in 

April, is one of the many 

women receiving much-needed assistance 

in Dharmasthali. Photo: UN Women/Samir 

Jung Thapa 

In the immediate aftermath of the 

earthquake, UN Women through its 

established partnerships with women’s 

groups, established five multi-purpose 

women’s centres, operated by women’s 

groups, run by UN Women’s local NGO 

partners SAATHI, Women for Human 

Rights(WHR), and Women Rehabilitation 

Centre(WOREC), in collaboration with local 

government, and three information 

centres. UN Women targeted recognized 

groups of vulnerable women, including 

widows, disabled women, female 

household heads, Dalit women, and 

women with other vulnerabilities, reaching 

approximately 42,703 affected women so 

far. 

Through the five multi-purpose centres in 

Kavre, Sindhupalchowk, Nuwakot, Gorkha 

and Kathmandu districts, women were 

offered a range of services, including 

psychosocial counselling and trauma 

assistance (1,532 women reached), 

awareness-raising and information 

dissemination, including through messages 

on local radio and social mobilizers 

deployed in the community (with 13,966 

women reached directly) on relief and 

recovery related activities, and referral 

services, such as to legal organizations to 

support women and girls who have 

experienced violence (with 618 women 

reached). 

There has been an increase in incidents of 

domestic violence against women 

survivors [1] since the earthquake. The 

multi-purpose centres are safe spaces 

equipped with counsellors who among 

other things can also help survivors cope 

and receive support and other services. 

UN Women also distributed non-food 

items in seven districts (Kathmandu, 

Sindhupalchowk, Gorkha, Kavre, Nuwakot, 

Bhaktapur and Dhading), which included 

6,513 dignity kits, 8,094 solar lanterns, 

19,182 sanitary napkins and 2,500 radio 

sets. 

Three information centres, set up in the 

districts of Sindhupalchowk, Gorkha and 

Nuwakot, have provided services to 5,262 

people (4,360 women and 902 men). This 

includes information and linkages to relief 

services by government, the UN and 

international organizations, cash-for-work 

programmes, etc. 

Post-earthquake, the number of migrant 

workers, including women, seeking to 

leave Nepal has been on the rise and UN 

Women and partners have intensified 

awareness programmes and economic 

empowerment efforts to stem the tide of 

women migrant workers in the affected 

districts. 

UN Women has also called for increased 

participation and leadership of women and 

girls in the assessment, planning and 

implementation of the humanitarian 

response, offering leadership training to 

strengthen women’s ability to take part. 

A woman looking for information stands 

outside an information centre.  

Photo: UN Women/Samir Jung Thapa 

Mina Shrestha, a 30-year-old mother widowed during the earthquake in April, is one of 

the many women receiving much-needed assistance in Dharmasthali.  

Photo: UN Women/Samir Jung Thapa 

UN Women sets up safe spaces and information centres 

...reaching approximately 42,703 affected women so far. 
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D 
irectly serving to 2,671 users 

– especially students, 

researcher and academician 

and including government 

and development workers, UN Digital 

Repository in Nepal (UNDRN) has 

accomplished its first anniversary in June 

2016 in Nepal which was an initiation of 

the United Nations Information Center in 

Nepal. The aim of UN digital library is to 

provide one window easy access to 

documents and publications published by 

the UN agencies since 1951 about Nepal to 

publics like students, scholars and 

academicians. 

Online publication archive could address 

extensive variety of public with its 

potential reference materials accessible 

into the center. The archive likewise 

makes accessibility of old records of UN for 

students, researchers, academicians, 

government, and non-governmental 

organizations of Nepal following mandates 

of United Nations Information Center 

(UNIC) in Nepal. The digital repository is 

accessible by www.un.info.np. 

United Nations System in Nepal has 

produced 6659 reports and publications 

since launching date of June 2015. UNDRN 

team came with these result with specific 

methods of tracking publications produced 

by UN agencies using digital repository 

(digital library) system and its statistical 

data. The team captures all available UN 

publications from websites/UN 

communication focal persons and 

develops information of the publication to 

catalogue those publications into UNDRN 

with UN thesaurus protocol making such 

public at global reach. 

There are 118 thematic groups that the UN 

system is working in this year. Publications 

catalogued by UN agencies, Thesaurus, 

Publisher and Timeline of publications are 

distinct features of full text search engine 

of the digital repository. Same features are 

available in other platform like in Mobile 

Applications.  

“Disaster prevention, preparedness & 

relief”, Political Conditions, Institutions, 

Movements, Maintenance of Peace and 

Security, Human Rights, Development, 

Food and Nutrition, Social Development 

are major seven social sectors covered till 

date. The UN has produced 1314 

publications related disaster relief during 

post-earthquake disaster in Nepal this 

year. The publications of the disaster relief 

were 64.04 per cent of total publications 

of 2016 followed by 6.82 per cent of 

development reports, shows the UN 

concern and works during post disaster in 

Nepal. Situation of earthquake, district 

profile and situation, statistical 

information by clusters, maps, earthquake 

victim stories and updates of funds 

mobilization are major reports and 

publications during the post disaster. Table 

1 is a list of thematic groups of UN works 

till date.  

Overall 23 UN Agencies in Nepal have 

contributed their publications in UN Digital 

Repository in 2016 making 6659 the 

number of publications in which 816 

The First Anniversary of UN Digital 

Repository in Nepal— un.info.np 

14,92,992
times viewed 

26,71  
are active users  

5000  
times view each day 
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publications are from UNOCHA, 810 

publications are from UNDP followed by 

other agencies contributing significant 

publications in UN Digital Repository in 

Nepal (UNDRN). Table 2 has a list of UN 

agencies with their contribution of UN 

publication till date.  

UNDRN is search engine of central 

collection of UN publications produced by 

UN in Nepal which was designed only for 

Nepal. UNDRN has currently more than 7 

thousand publications which is being 

browsed approximately 5,000 time per day 

and more than 2671 users are registered 

who can use all services of – downloading, 

web services, mobile services and search 

engine – provided by UNDRN. Many users 

are individuals including organizational 

users who have already downloaded more 

than 20,720 documents since the 

launching date of UNDRN in June 2015.  

Most downloaded publications are the 

Human Development Report 2015 which is 

downloaded 286 times, and other 

publications are downloaded less than 250 

times. Table 3 has listed publications 

which has been downloaded more than 40 

times.  

Such statistics of user activities and 

behaviors generated by UNDRN are 

noteworthy while making plan and 

determining usability of publications and 

reports which were tended to be 

published only in digital form rather than 

hardcopy. For example: more than 1000 

publications and reports have been 

published during post disaster in Nepal but 

only few reports and publications where 

published in hardcopy. Most of them are 

published online and can be found in 

UNDRN. 

SN Thematic Group No. of Pub 

1 
Disaster Prevention, Preparedness and Relief 
(13.02.00) 

1314 

2 
Political Conditions, Institutions, Movements 
(01.01.00) 

549 

3 Maintenance of Peace and Security (01.03.00) 442 

4 Human Rights (14.02.02) 438 

5 Development (02.04.00) 326 

6 Food and Nutrition (10.01.00) 241 

7 Social Development (14.05.03) 236 

8 Documents (18.07.02) 159 

9 Comprehensive Health Services (10.02.00) 158 

10 Population Dynamics (08.01.00) 139 

11 Disease Prevention and Control (10.03.01) 138 

12 
Agricultural Economics and Policy; Rural Sociolo-
gy (04.01.01) 

134 

13 Diseases and Carriers of Diseases (10.03.02) 120 

14 International Civil Service (18.01.00) 118 

15 
Protection of and Assistance To Refugees And 
Displaced Persons (13.01.00) 

118 

 Labour Relations (12.04.00) 113 

16 Educational Policy and Planning (11.01.00) 104 

17 Other 101 Groups 1835 

  Total 6682 

Agency No. Pub 

UNOCHA 816 

UNDP 810 

UNRCHCO (UNRCO) 634 

UNMIN 612 

UN 483 

UNESCO 456 

WFP 452 

UNICEF 323 

WHO 313 

UNOHCHR 275 

FAO 253 

ILO 244 

UNIC 169 

UNHCR 145 

UNFPA 116 

UNHABITAT 102 

UNWOMEN 97 

UNAIDS 86 

IFAD 78 

IOM 65 

UNODC 57 

UNCDF 45 

UNV 35 

UNRCPD 16 

Total 6682 

Title 
Downloaded 
Frequency 

Human Development Report 2015 286 

Constitution of Nepal 2072 (Unofficial Translation in English) 216 

Constitution of Nepal, 2072 - Preliminary Draft - in Nepali 211 

Constitution of Nepal, 2072 - Preliminary Draft (Unofficial 

Translation in English) 
179 

Bagar Farming (Baluwa kheti) In River Banks of Nepal 166 

UN Nepal Mobile Apps (Android #v1.0 R2) 127 

Impacts of Leasehold Forestry on Livelihoods and Forest 

Management 
111 

Table 3: More than 100  times downloaded publications since launching date of 
June 2015 

Table 1: UN Publications List in 2016: Thematic Group Table 2: UN Publications List in 
2016: UN Agencies 

http://un.info.np/Net/NeoDocs/Search/Default.aspx?q=@&cc=thes$13.02.00
http://un.info.np/Net/NeoDocs/Search/Default.aspx?q=@&cc=thes$13.02.00
http://un.info.np/Net/NeoDocs/Search/Default.aspx?q=@&cc=thes$01.01.00
http://un.info.np/Net/NeoDocs/Search/Default.aspx?q=@&cc=thes$01.01.00
http://un.info.np/Net/NeoDocs/Search/Default.aspx?q=@&cc=thes$01.03.00
http://un.info.np/Net/NeoDocs/Search/Default.aspx?q=@&cc=thes$14.02.02
http://un.info.np/Net/NeoDocs/Search/Default.aspx?q=@&cc=thes$02.04.00
http://un.info.np/Net/NeoDocs/Search/Default.aspx?q=@&cc=thes$10.01.00
http://un.info.np/Net/NeoDocs/Search/Default.aspx?q=@&cc=thes$14.05.03
http://un.info.np/Net/NeoDocs/Search/Default.aspx?q=@&cc=thes$18.07.02
http://un.info.np/Net/NeoDocs/Search/Default.aspx?q=@&cc=thes$10.02.00
http://un.info.np/Net/NeoDocs/Search/Default.aspx?q=@&cc=thes$08.01.00
http://un.info.np/Net/NeoDocs/Search/Default.aspx?q=@&cc=thes$10.03.01
http://un.info.np/Net/NeoDocs/Search/Default.aspx?q=@&cc=thes$04.01.01
http://un.info.np/Net/NeoDocs/Search/Default.aspx?q=@&cc=thes$04.01.01
http://un.info.np/Net/NeoDocs/Search/Default.aspx?q=@&cc=thes$10.03.02
http://un.info.np/Net/NeoDocs/Search/Default.aspx?q=@&cc=thes$18.01.00
http://un.info.np/Net/NeoDocs/Search/Default.aspx?q=@&cc=thes$13.01.00
http://un.info.np/Net/NeoDocs/Search/Default.aspx?q=@&cc=thes$13.01.00
http://un.info.np/Net/NeoDocs/Search/Default.aspx?q=@&cc=thes$12.04.00
http://un.info.np/Net/NeoDocs/Search/Default.aspx?q=@&cc=thes$11.01.00
http://un.info.np/Net/NeoDocs/Search/Default.aspx?q=@&cc=tg$21
http://un.info.np/Net/NeoDocs/Search/Default.aspx?q=@&cc=tg$4
http://un.info.np/Net/NeoDocs/Search/Default.aspx?q=@&cc=tg$25
http://un.info.np/Net/NeoDocs/Search/Default.aspx?q=@&cc=tg$19
http://un.info.np/Net/NeoDocs/Search/Default.aspx?q=@&cc=tg$18
http://un.info.np/Net/NeoDocs/Search/Default.aspx?q=@&cc=tg$5
http://un.info.np/Net/NeoDocs/Search/Default.aspx?q=@&cc=tg$17
http://un.info.np/Net/NeoDocs/Search/Default.aspx?q=@&cc=tg$7
http://un.info.np/Net/NeoDocs/Search/Default.aspx?q=@&cc=tg$10
http://un.info.np/Net/NeoDocs/Search/Default.aspx?q=@&cc=tg$24
http://un.info.np/Net/NeoDocs/Search/Default.aspx?q=@&cc=tg$1
http://un.info.np/Net/NeoDocs/Search/Default.aspx?q=@&cc=tg$2
http://un.info.np/Net/NeoDocs/Search/Default.aspx?q=@&cc=tg$23
http://un.info.np/Net/NeoDocs/Search/Default.aspx?q=@&cc=tg$14
http://un.info.np/Net/NeoDocs/Search/Default.aspx?q=@&cc=tg$13
http://un.info.np/Net/NeoDocs/Search/Default.aspx?q=@&cc=tg$6
http://un.info.np/Net/NeoDocs/Search/Default.aspx?q=@&cc=tg$9
http://un.info.np/Net/NeoDocs/Search/Default.aspx?q=@&cc=tg$3
http://un.info.np/Net/NeoDocs/Search/Default.aspx?q=@&cc=tg$20
http://un.info.np/Net/NeoDocs/Search/Default.aspx?q=@&cc=tg$11
http://un.info.np/Net/NeoDocs/Search/Default.aspx?q=@&cc=tg$8
http://un.info.np/Net/NeoDocs/Search/Default.aspx?q=@&cc=tg$12
http://un.info.np/Net/NeoDocs/Search/Default.aspx?q=@&cc=tg$16
http://un.info.np/Net/NeoDocs/Search/Default.aspx?q=@&cc=tg$15
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Wallpaper of UN Digital Repository in Nepal: Mugling aerial view  

from Manakamana Cable Car.  

@Rajendra Man Banepali, 2016 
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