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United Nations in Nepal  

W 
e live in an age of 
profound challenges in 
terms of increasing 

complexity of major crises and their 
impact on affected people 
throughout the globe. As well as 
climate related disaster which are 
increasing   both in terms of 
numbers and intensity. 

As we in Nepal face the challenges 
of responding to the monsoon 
related disasters, we also observe 
World Humanitarian Day. This is a 
day to recognize humanitarian 
action and the Humanitarians who 
work to support the individuals, 
families, and communities affected 
by a diverse range of conflicts, war 
and disasters worldwide.  

Today we must recognize the 
progress here in Nepal with regard 

to disaster management – and also 
how much more we must do to 
address the risk that is growing 
every year.  Over this monsoon 
season the Government of Nepal 
has been active in, among other 
issues, evacuation, providing 
assistance, search and rescue, and 
management of dam excavation 
preventing additional flooding. Lives 
have been saved but we can 
always aim to improve and do more 
for those affected.    

Right now we are focusing on the 
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“Those most vulnerable are 

those hardest hit” 

 

Nepal Flooding. A Nepalese Army 
helicopter flies over the site of a landslide 
during a rescue operation in 

Sindhupalchowk.  
 
Photo Credit: Dinesh Gole 

- Jamie McGoldrick 



2 | UN IN NEPAL | JUN-AUG 2014 WWW.UN.ORG.NP | KATHMANDU.UNIC.ORG 

needs of those suffering from the 
landslides and flooding of the past 
few weeks and the work the 
Government is doing to further 
develop search and rescue capacity. 
But Nepal must also ensure we 
prevent future suffering by scaling 
up work on comprehensive early 
warning systems and building code 
implementation. Both of which will 
save thousands of lives in Nepal in 
years to come. 

In Nepal, as elsewhere, it is always 
the case that the first responders 
are members of the community. As 
we build our national disaster 
management framework we must 
ensure that preparedness and 
awareness is connected from these 
community first responders to the 
top of Government.  

The Government is working on its 
preparedness; capacity is being 
built, however the scale of 
vulnerability requires that Nepal 
continue to commit to increase 
capacity year on year. For Nepal to 
mitigate, prepare for and respond to 
disaster, it is imperative that disaster 
risk management become a cross-
government priority that is central to 
all aspects of development. This risk 
management ethos must be 
embedded within every public and 
private sector investment if Nepal is 
to achieve its development goals.  

We must also focus on the root 
causes for people being vulnerable 
and the coping strategies they have. 
So when the unexpected happens, it 
doesn’t cancel out development 
gains. Those most vulnerable are 
often those hardest hit by 
unforeseen events. We need to 
increase resilience and ensure that 
the humanitarian responses do not 
reinforce already existing inequities. 

There are both positive and negative 
lessons that we can take from other 
Asian countries that have already 
adopted such approaches in the 
wake experiencing major disasters. 
Experience shows that disaster 
management will only be effective if 
it is comprehensive, inclusive and 
with a recognition of the need for 
investment in both response and 
risk reduction.  

World Humanitarian Day is a 
reminder to all of us on the need to 
work together in strengthening the 
ability to cope and resilience of 
communities. Floods and landslides 
will continue to occur in Nepal but 
there is much more we can do 
before, during and after such events 
to ensure these natural hazards do 
not become natural disasters.  

Globally, new questions are now 
being raised about the relevance 
and achievements of humanitarian 

action and how this may have to 
change for the Century ahead. It is 
expected that by 2025 the 
humanitarian system will be 
supporting nearly double the 
number of people they were helping 
at the end of the last Century.  Such 
support may not be possible for a 
world in economic crisis and, at the 
very least, how this support is 
provided must change. For countries 
such as Nepal, achieving resilience 
will require a stronger bridge 
between humanitarian assistance, 
risk reduction and development 
assistance. This issue will be a 
focus of the World Humanitarian 
Summit in 2016. I look forward to 
working with the Government as we 
prepare for the Summit to 
demonstrate how we show global 
leadership by scaling up current 
efforts to mitigate risk and better 
prepare to respond to disaster. 

Today we also commemorate and 
thank the Humanitarians who have 
lost their lives in the course of their 
work.  On World Humanitarian Day 
we are asked to reflect what the 
World needs.  

My personal thought is: The World 
needs more INCLUSION 

Op-Ed by Jamie McGoldrick in the 
Himalayan Times on World 
Humanitarian Day. 

U 
NICEF Nepal has totally 
rewritten and redesigned its 
website. Please take a look 

at it here www.unicef.org/nepal  

The new site offers a refreshing and 

innovative perspective on the work 
we do for the children, women and 
adolescents of Nepal. The strong 
integration of photos, videos, 
infographics and social media, 
makes the website alive, vibrant 
and interactive for our audience. 
The website is also mobile and 
tablet-friendly. 

The use of infographics in each 
programme area to keep the site 

light and fresh and easily 
accessible. 

The UNICEF Nepal Facebook page 
has been growing rapidly and now 
has close to 9000 likes. 

ItsTwitter feed (@unicef_nepal) is 
an excellent way to stay updated on 
the various events that UNICEF 
organize or participate in with live 
tweeting from the events.  

And UNICEF YouTube account 
(www.youtube.com/unicefinnepal) 
is a one-stop shop to view all the 
videos and Public Service 
Announcements that the agency 
create. Also featured in the 
YouTube channel are many one-
minute videos created by the youth 
of Nepal this year. 

UNICEF recently ventured into 
Instagram (www.instagram.com/
unicefnepal), where it share images 
of its work with children, women 
and adolescents in Nepal.  

UNICEF Boost its social media 

UNICEF 
KATHMANDU, 2014 —  

 

Revamping of UNICEF website.  
Kathmandu, Nepal 
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U 
nited Nations Under-
Secretary-General Hervé 
Ladsous, who heads the 

Department of Peacekeeping 
Operations (UNDPKO), stressed on 
the need of peacekeepers with 
rapid deployment and reaction 
capability to tackle the current 
security challenges across the 
globe before wrapping up his two-
day long visit to Nepal.  

A four member delegation led by 
USG Ladsous which  was on a two 
day long official visit had held 
separate meetings with President 
Dr Ram Baran Yadav, Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister for Hom 
Affairs, Bamdev Gautam and 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
Mahendra Bahadur Pandey, among 
others. 

The Institute of Foreign Affairs, IFA, 
organized a talk program titled 
“Nepal-UN cooperation in 
Peacekeeping” on the 21st of July. 
The Chief Guest and keynote 
speaker at this program was USG 
Herve Ladsous. 

 

Keynote speech by USG 

Herve Ladsous 

Distinguishes Colleagues, Ladies 
and gentlemen 

Let me begin by expressing my 
appreciation for Nepal’s long-
standing contribution to United 
Nations peacekeeping. No doubt 
some of you here today have 
served in peacekeeping operations 
around the world and I thank you 
for this service. 

Nepal’s participation in 
peacekeeping stretches back to the 
institution’s earliest days. In 1958, 
only three years after Nepal joined 
the United Nations, your country 
contributed troops to the fourth ever 
UN peacekeeping mission, the UN 
Military Observer Group in 
Lebanon. (UNOGIL) Over the past 
half century, Nepal has provided 
close to 100,000 peacekeepers to 
46 different peace operations. 

Current Contributions 

Today, Nepal ranks fifth among all 
troop and police contributing 
countries, having consistently 
ranked among the top ten 
contributors of uniformed personnel 

for more than a decade now. No 
other TCC/PCC is represented is so 
many missions, with Nepal currently 
deployed in twelve peacekeeping 
missions, as well as UNAMI. Nepal 
is also working to increase the 
number of female personnel it 
deploys and has been ranked in the 
top ten in the last several years for 
total contributions of female 
uniformed personnel. 

United Nations peacekeeping 
operations have welcomed 
Nepalese contributions at the 
highest levels, including Brigadier 
General Basnet Thapa and 
Brigadier General Kuman Pun, the 
current Deputy Force Commanders 
of UNDOF and UNKISS. Nepal has 
also previously provided force 
commanders over the years to 
UNDOF, UNIKOM in Kuwait and 
Iraq, UNFICYP in Cyprus, and the 
Chief of Staff to UNTSO. 

With regard to contributions of 
police personnel, Nepal is the fifth 
largest contributor and ranks third 
among Asian contributors. Nine 
hundred Nepalese police are 
currently deployed in a range of 
missions, including five Formed 
Police Units (FPUs). Nepal has also 
provided important support to the 
development of the Strategic 
Guidance Framework for 

Under Secretary-General for UN 

Peacekeeping visits Nepal  

UNIC 
KATHMANDU, 22 July 2014 —  

United Nations Under Secretary-General 

Herve Ladsous addressing press 
conference at TIA organized by UNIC.  
 

Photo: UNIC 
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International Police Peacekeeping 
and subsidiary police guidance. 

Mission Deployments 

Your recent assistance in South 
Sudan and the Middle East 
following deterioration in those 
regions are two recent examples of 
ways in which Nepal has stepped in 
quickly and effectively to support 
places in need. 

We would especially like to 
recognize the support of Nepal for 
agreeing to deploy an FPU from 
UNMIL to south Sudan following 
the outbreak of conflict in 
December, in addition to a surge 
infantry battalion. When requested 
to move the FPU under inter-
mission cooperation, Nepal was 
one of two PCCs that immediately 
responded positively. To provide 
additional support, Nepal 
strengthened the FPU’s capacities. 
Over the past several months, the 
FPU has played a critical role in 
protecting and maintaining order 
among IDPs in Protection of 
Civilians sites inside UNMISS 
bases. During the heinous attack by 
armed militia on IDPs in the POC 
site in Bor in April, the contingent 
moved swiftly to disrupt the assault 
and protect numerous IDPs and UN 
staff. 

Following recent events in the 
areas of operation of UNIFI, 
UNTSO and UNDOF, we must 
particularly express appreciation for 
the continued support that Nepal is 
giving to these missions. Nepal’s 
quick response in deploying its 
contingent to UNDOF last year 
arrived at a time of critical need for 
the UN, and we are grateful to 
Nepal for staying the course. For 
UNTSO, we appreciate the fact that 
Nepal has refused to issue any 
caveats to its military observers. I 
can assure you that we are working 
to implement strengthened safety 

and security measures. The 
security of our troops is of utmost 
concern during this challenging 
time in the region. 

Training and Capabilities 

The United Nations is working to 
help ensure that troops are well-
trained and well-prepared for their 
operating environments, including 
through the development of military 
pre-deployment training modules. 
Nepal has helped produce large 
numbers of professional 
peacekeepers from the country and 
the region for nearly thirty years. 

In New York, we are constantly on 
the lookout for specialized 
capabilities to supplement our large
-scale troop deployments. These 
specialized capabilities act as force 
multipliers, supporting and 
extending the efforts of our infantry 
battalions. Nepal has helped out in 
some these areas as well, including 
through the Nepalese Engineering 
Company based with MONUSCO in 
North Kivu and the upcoming 
deployment of a Close Protection 
Unit for the UNDOF force 
Commander. 

We continue to work to strengthen 
the guidance we provide to our 
troops, as well as to develop 
standards to ensure that we are 
fielding highly professional, well-
trained contingents. We would like 
to thank Nepal for its strong support 
of the effort to develop UN military 
Unit Manuals (UNMUM) relating to 
eleven enabling capabilities. 
Nepal’s participation in the logistics 
working group has been particularly 
helpful. 

By means of further strengthening 
our partnership, I would like to 
share with you some of the most 
urgent needs that we face in our 
missions today, particularly, the 
most recent ones deployed in CA 

and Mali. We need to identify 
peacekeepers with the appropriate 
language skills, especially French, 
to enable interaction with local 
security forces and the population. 
We are working with contributors, 
like Nepal, to increase deployments 
of female personnel, both at the 
ground level and in higher posts. I 
welcome your thoughts on how we 
can work together toward this end. 
Finally, the provision of effective, 
well maintained contingent owned 
equipment and self-sustainment 
capabilities is critical for ensuring 
the full operational capabilities of 
military and police contingents. 

Nepal’s Policy Voice 

In New York, Nepal maintains 
strong political support and 
engagement on behalf of 
peacekeeping and the ideals of the 
United Nations Charter. We would 
like to recognize and express or 
gratitude for Nepal’s status as a 
reliable partner and friend of DPKO. 
I hope that I can count on Nepal’s 
support for the upcoming review of 
peacekeeping initiated by the 
Secretary-General, which we 
anticipate will provide an 
opportunity to further strengthen of 
peacekeeping and prepare it for the 
challenges of the future. 

Nepal has lost 69 personnel as a 
result of its participation in 
peacekeeping operations in war-
torn countries where some 175 
million people are striving for a 
better future.   In the face of the 
scale of human suffering and the 
sacrifices being made by the 
dedicated men and women serving 
in peacekeeping operations today, 
peacekeeping is a collective 
response to ensure that future 
generations are spare the scourge 
of war. 

Thank You 

Nepalese Armed Police Unit board a UN aircraft 
heading to South Sudan, to assist in security 
operations throughout the mission area, Tuesday 14 

January, 2014.   File Photo: UNMIL 
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I 
n collaboration with the Jana 
Utthan Pratishtan (JUP-Nepal) 
and the National Dalit 

Commission (NDC), the UNESCO 
Office in Kathmandu facilitated a 
crucial debate on “Reaching the 
Unreached: Ensuring Dalit Rights in 
Education”. This debate was 
approved as part the of UN Peace 
Fund Nepal project on “Planning 
the Effective Delivery of Education 
Systems in Future Federal Nepal”.  

Held in Lalitpur, on June 17, this 
debate was attended by a wide 
range of intellectuals, experts, and 
other distinguished personalities, 
including members of the three 
main political parties and members 
of the Constitutional Assembly.  
Amrit Bishwakarma, President of 
JUP-Nepal provided the welcome 
and introduction to start off the 
proceedings.  Amita Vohra, Officer 
in-charge of the UNESCO Office in 
Kathmandu, provided the opening 
remarks, during which she 

highlighted the continued 
commitment of the UN towards an 
inclusive Nepal through the apt use 
of affirmative action to help 
empower marginalized peoples. To 
conclude the introduction to the 
day’s activities, Tap Raj Panta, 
National Program Officer at the 
UNESCO Office in Kathmandu, 
highlighted the objectives of the 
debate.  

Various speeches were given by 
members of the Dalit NGO 
Federation, Dalit Development 
Committee and the Ministry of 
Education, whereby they were able 
to share the achievements of 
education interventions, and 
recommend ideal practices to deal 
with the challenges still in place. A 
paper presentation by  Bidhyanath 
Koirala, Professor, Tribhuvan 
University followed, on the topic of 
“Education for the Dalit Community: 
The Search for New Possibilities”. 
After reactions from three pre-
selected commentators, the floor 
was open to debate regarding the 
contents of the paper. 

Being such a sensitive issue, the 
paper garnered many responses, 
some of which were positive 
towards the content and the author, 
while others were more challenging 
in nature. Some respondents were 
aggrieved at what they perceived to 
be a lack of complete 
understanding of the issues 
affecting Dalits’ right to education, 
while others were insistent that 
those of the so-called “higher 
castes” need to change before the 
Dalit community can be fully 
integrated into Nepali society as 
equals.  

Tap Raj Panta mentioned, while 
listing the objectives that the idea of 
this forum was to challenge and 
actively discuss a very pertinent 
issue, which was clearly met when 
considering the staggering number 
and variety of reactions to Prof 
Koirala’s paper. In it, it was written 
that the most crucial step towards 
change was altering perceptions, 
which was seen as the key point 
upon which all parties present were 
able to agree.   

Education rights debate 

produces extensive discourse and 

sharing of ideas 

Tap Raj Pant of UNESCO Office in 

Kathmandu highlighting the objectives of 
the debate 
 

 
Photo: UNESCO 
 

UNESCO 
KATHMANDU, 17 June 2014 —  
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F 
or the first time, the 
Government of Nepal, 
UNFPA, (United Nations 

Population Fund) and other key non
-governmental strategic partners 
teamed up to bring demographers, 
policy makers, academicians, 
researchers, development 
practitioners, and other relevant 
stakeholders in one place. Around 
250 participants shared a common 
platform for three days (June 5-7) 
during the First National Population 
Conference and explored, 
discussed and advocated issues 
around population dynamics and its 
inter-linkages to other development 
sectors. 

Under the theme "Communicating 
Population for Development 
Planning" the conference was 
organized for the first time in the 
century-old history of Nepal's 
censuses. For the UNFPA Nepal 
Country Office, one of the main 
organizers, the conference was an 
action-packed gathering where 7 
key topics, 72 papers and 36 
posters were presented following a 
thorough and rigorous selection 
process.  

The august gathering came at a 
time when the country had 
witnessed many important 
demographic changes over the last 
20 years due to declining fertility 

and mortality rates, increasing life 
expectancy, increasing age at 
marriage and rising migration and 
urbanization. Realizing this 
metamorphosis and the importance 
of population as cross-cutting issue, 
the meeting was inaugurated by 
Right Honorable President of 
Nepal. President Dr. Ram Baran 
Yadav called the conference ‘a 
historic event' and congratulated 
the organizers for hosting it during a 
critical time of Nepal's transition to 
a republic.  

As the Head of State, he shed 
some light on its importance. The 
International Conference on 
Population and Development 
agenda, the Millennium and post 
Development Goals, Population 
Perspective Plan of Nepal and 
periodic development plans are still 
valid and require more investments 
to meet the goals, he said. 
"Migration, adolescent sexual and 
reproductive health and rights, 
maternal and child health, gender 
based violence, social inclusion, 
family planning are the major areas 
that require further research, 
additional investments and 
collective efforts to improve the 
situation." 

He also further said that we also 
need to communicate our efforts 
and achievements effectively to 
people, policy makers and the 
international community in order to 
build an environment of trust. Never 
before in the country's history have 
policy makers realized why 

development cannot be separated 
from population. That is why 
Minister for Health and Population 
Khaga Raj Adhikari, Vice-Chair of 
the National Planning Commission 
(NPC) Dr Govind Raj Pokhrel, 
Member of the NPC Dr. Yagya 
Bahadur Karki (Senior 
Demographer) and MoHP 
Secretary Dr. Praveen Mishra didn't 
give the conference a miss. 

The event was another opportunity 
for UNFPA Nepal to collaborate 
with the Ministry of Health and 
Population (MoHP), Central 
Department of Population Studies/
TU; Population Association of 
Nepal; CREHPA; Family Planning 
Association of Nepal, PSI Nepal 
and Marie Stopes International on 
ICPD issues to shape the ICPD 
beyond 2014/post-2015 agenda. As 
Nepal is drafting its first ever 
National Population Policy as well 
as updating its 1991 National 
Health Policy, UNFPA Nepal is 
advocating that key aspects of 
population dynamics such as 
fertility, migration, demographic 
transition, ageing, Adolescent 
Sexual and Reproductive Health, 
family planning and gender-based 
violence receive due attention. 
Population dynamics, particularly in 
the context of inequalities, will have 
major influence on development 
processes as well as inclusive and 

Sowing the seeds of population 

debates 

President of Nepal Rt. Hon’ble Dr. Ram 

Baran Yadav, Minister for Health and 
Population Khaga Raj Adhikari, Secretary of 
MoHP Dr. Praveen Mishra, UN Resident 

Coordinator for Nepal Jamie McGoldrick, 
UNFPA Representative Giulia Vallese and 
other dignitaries during the inaugural 

session of the First National Population 
Conference in Kathmandu.  
 

Photo: UNFPA 
 

UNFPA 
KATHMANDU, 7 June 2014 —  
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balanced growth in the coming 
decades, said Jamie McGoldrick, 
UN Resident Coordinator for Nepal, 
addressing the inaugural session of 
the conference. "They also 
challenge the capacity of countries 
to achieve broad-based 
development goals. This is why 
population dynamics have to be a 
central part of the post-2015 
development agenda," he 
maintained.  

The conference was a long-
conceived idea of UNFPA Nepal. In 
the face of socio-political upheavals 
and demographic transition in 
recent decades, supporting the 
MoHP and CDPS/TU and other 
local partners was a top priority for 
UNFPA Nepal. Moreover, as the 
country is drafting its new 
constitution this conference is very 
timely. "The rich discussions of the 
conference around evidences will 
provide valuable impetus to the 
constitution and population policy 
drafting processes," said UNFPA 
Nepal Representative Giulia 
Vallese addressing the closing 
session. "We are pleased to 
collaborate with national 
stakeholders to engage with 
experts, young researchers, policy-
makers and development 
practitioners to bring about changes 
in people's lives, especially women 
and people of marginalized and 
vulnerable populations."  

In the three-day conference, 
passionate presentations from 
national and international scholars 
were on: Fertility; Migration; 
Population Ageing; Population, 
Gender and Development; 

Adolescent Sexual and 
Reproductive Health and Rights; 
Maternal and Child Health; Access 
to Reproductive Health Services; 
Family Planning; Abortion and 
Abortion Research. HIV and AIDS; 
Population, Poverty and 
Development; Sexual Health 
Behavior and Practices; 
Demographic Methods, Age-Sex 
Structure and Demographic 
Dividend; Population, Health and 
Nutrition; and Gender Based 
Violence were the other themes. 

Stressing how the conference is of 
significant importance to the 
government's plans, NPC Vice-
chairman Dr. Pokhrel, addressing 
the concluding ceremony, 
expressed his commitment to 
incorporating the conference's 
major outcomes and 
recommendations into the planning 
body's plan and programmes. He 
requested a policy brief from the 
organizers which would containing 
key recommendations and 
outcomes, research findings, good 
practices as well as the key issues 
around population and sustainable 
development that would need to be 
taken into account when 
formulating policies and plans. A 
side event on young people was 
also organized during the 
conference by UNFPA, UNICEF 
and FPAN, where awe-inspiring 
conversations between government 
officials and youth were exchanged. 

The conference in progress.  

 
Photo: UNFPA 
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Y 
oung people took the stage, 
rallied in unison, recited 
poems, wrote essays, 

delivered speeches and got 
involved in other activities, forcefully 
calling for investment in their peers 
as Nepal observed World 
Population Day on July 11. The day 
was more special for young people 
since it was celebrated under the 
theme "Investing in Young People", 
which is fitting for Nepal given that 
about 35% of the population is 
below 15 while 57% are between 
the productive ages of 15-59 years.  

Discussions and debates around 
population and development issues 
resonated not only among young 
people across the country but also 
with senior officials. Minister for 
Health and Population Khaga Raj 
Adhikari, at the main Kathmandu 
event stressed that it's high time for 
Nepal to start investing in young 
people.  

  

On behalf of his ministry, he 
pledged to do all he can to invest in 
young people whom he called 
agents of economic, social and 
political change.  

At the same function, organized by 
the Ministry of Health and 
Population in collaboration with 
UNFPA, the United Nations 
Population Fund, and the Central 
Department of Populations Studies/
Tribhuvan University, MoHP 
Secretary Dr Praveen Mishra said 
Nepal's future lies with young 
people. He asserted that all the 
programmes the ministry is initiating 
will be youth-focused. 

Safeguarding the rights of 
adolescents and young people and 
investing in their future is essential 
for their development and that of 
their families, communities and 
countries. Providing quality 
education, decent employment, 
effective livelihood skills and access 
to sexual and reproductive health 
and rights, including comprehensive 
sexuality education, will ensure that 

every young person's potential is 
fulfilled.  

The Government of Nepal has not 
only a dedicated Ministry of Youth 
and Sports , but they already 
endorsed several key policies 
relating to young people, including 
the National Youth Policy 2010 and 
is actively involved in the National 
Plan of Action on the Holistic 
Development of Adolescents 2013 
developed by the National Planning 
Commission. MoYS Secretary 
Pratap Kumar Pathak, also present 
at the main event, reiterated the 
importance of tapping into young 
people's potential and the need for 
continued investment in them.  

The United Nations has long 
recognized that the successful 
passage to adulthood of young 
women and men is vital for the 
continuing development of the 

World Population Day calls for investment in 

young people 

A rally taken out in Saptari, one of the 

UNFPA-supported districts, to celebrate the 
World Population Day 2014.  
 

Photo: UNFPA 
 

UNFPA 
KATHMANDU, 11 July 2014 —  
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societies in which they live. Being a 
key UN agency for delivering a 
world where every young person's 
potential is fulfilled, UNFPA has 
been committing its full support to 
efforts that promote young people's 
aspirations and goals.  

In her statement delivered at the 
main event, Giulia Vallese, UNFPA 
Representative to Nepal, said that 
investing in young people and 
enabling them to exercise their 
human rights not only benefits 
young people themselves, but can 
also help their countries reap the 
demographic dividend. "Healthy, 
educated, productive and fully 
engaged young people can help 
break the cycle of intergenerational 
poverty. As skilled and informed 
citizens, they can contribute more 
fully to their communities and 
nations," she said.  

A youth representative from Y-
PEER Nepal, Sabina Acharya, was 
also one of the speakers at the 
function. She said young people 
are a creative and energetic 
resource and thus the investment in 
them will not go to waste. "Nepal 
should invest in its young 
population to boost their self-
esteem so that they could made 
significant contributions to the 
country's prosperity." 

In addition to the main event on 11 
July in Kathmandu which was lit up 
by with music and dance from a 
troupe of dancers from 
‘Dance4Life', there were a number 
of activities organized across the 
country and also a half-day seminar 
on investing in young people on 
July 12. In his paper presented in 
the seminar, a youth 
representative, Punya Bhandari 
from Youth Action Nepal, 

highlighted that like in other 
countries young people in Nepal 
have the capability to build the 
foundation of the country's future. 
He noted that investing in young 
people also means shattering all 
forms of violence, discrimination 
and inequality that prevent them 
from reaching their personal and 
collective potential.  

Each year, the day focuses on a 
key theme of importance related to 
population and reproductive health, 
mainly in the context of 
development and the need to 
address these issues. 

Participants at the event.  

 
Photo: UNFPA 

A performance by young people at the 

event.   
 
Photo: UNFPA 
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J 
une 20 was World Refugee 
Day. In Nepal, the day was 
commemorated with a 

number of interesting activities both 
in Kathmandu and the refugee 
camps hosting refugees from 
Bhutan in eastern Nepal, with the 
objective of increasing public 
understanding of refugee issues 
and building support for refugees 
and work of UNHCR. 

In Kathmandu 

A 10-day public event titled 
“Refugee Stories” featuring photo 
exhibition, film screenings and talk 
programmes was held from 20 to 
30 June at City Museum, Durbar 
Marg, which was visited by over 
4,500 people. The exhibit featured 
some 80 powerful images by 
renowned photographers (both 

Nepalese and international) which 
showed the situation of refugees in 
Nepal and in different parts of the 
world. Films on refugees from 
Bhutan by well-known filmmakers 
were screened, the highlight being 
“Let My People Go” by Oscar 
winner French Director Régis 
Wargnier.  

The opening ceremony of the event 
held on 20 June at Shankar Hotel 
was inaugurated by Honourable 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, Mr. 
Mahendra Bahadur Pandey. The 
event was well attended by over 
150 guests including senior 
government officials, Ambassadors, 
representatives of UN agencies, 
journalists, officials of national and 
international organisations and 
partner agencies, civil society 
members among others. A few 
speeches, photo exhibition on 
refugees, exhibition of products 
made by the refugees, and musical 
performance by a Nepalese band 
“Night” comprised the event.  

As part of the commemoration, a 
coalition of six leading human rights 
NGOs held a high-level dialogue, 
the first of its kind, on the future of 
refugees from Bhutan in Nepal.  

In the refugee camps 

In the two refugee camps in eastern 
Nepal (Beldangi and Sanischare) 
hosting some 26,000 refugees from 
Bhutan, various cultural and sports 
activities were organised to mark 
the day.  Representatives from 
government and partner agencies, 
refugees, local community leaders, 
and journalists participated in the 
main event held on 20 June which 
included cycle rally, dances and 
songs, art competition, poetry 
recitation, drama, speeches and 
film screening. With the World Cup 
fever also in the camps, friendly 
football matches—refugees and 
locals versus agency staff 
members—were held. 

 

World Refugee Day 2014 

Exhibition on refugees in Nepal and in other 

parts of the world at City Museum in 
Kathmandu.  
 

Photo: UNHCR 

UNHCR 
KATHMANDU, 20 June 2014 —  
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Football match in the refugee camps in eastern Nepal. 

 
Photo: UNCHR 

UNHCR Representative in Nepal Mr. Craig Sanders giving his welcome speech at the opening ceremony of World Refugee Day held at Shankar 

hotel on 20 June. 
 
Photo: UNCHR 
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I 
n coordination with Lalitpur Sub
-Metropolitan City (LSMC), UN-
Habitat organized one-day 

municipal planning workshop on 
24th June 2014 under Green 
Homes project. The main objective 
of the planning workshop was to 
develop activities that need to be 
included in municipal planning to 
promote sustainable housing in 
Lalitpur City. 

Mr. Mohan Nath Maskey, CEO of 

LSMC welcomed the participants 
and highlighted the objectives of the 
program. Mr. Padma Sunder Joshi, 
Habitat Program Manager from UN-
Habitat discussed the importance of 
Green Homes project in the 
changed urban context and fighting 
climate change at local level 
Similarly, Mr. Rudra Gautam and 
Mr. Pradip Amatya from LSMC 
presented activities and initiatives 
of LSMC to promote green homes 
linking with building by-laws, current 
construction practices and 
environmental issues such as 
water, waste and waste water. 

After the orientation session, 
participants were divided into 
groups to awareness raise and 
promotional activities, training and 
capacity building programs, 
promotional policies, research and 
Knowledge management, and 
marketing strategy 

Altogether sixty-one participants 
including LSMC senior staff, 
community representative, NGOs, 
professionals, Green Homes 
Project staffs participated in the 
program. 

Municipal planning workshop conducted to 

promote Green Homes 

UN-HABITAT 
KATHMANDU, 24 June 2014 —  

T 
he Government of Nepal 
and UNESCO signed an 
agreement on Friday, 20 

June 2014 to implement the three-
year second phase of the project 
“Strengthening conservation and 
management of Lumbini, the 
birthplace of Lord Buddha, World 
Heritage property, Phase II" funded 
by the Government of Japan.  

The project will be implemented by 
the UNESCO Office in Kathmandu 
in close cooperation with the 
Department of Archaeology and the 
Lumbini Development Trust to 
support Nepal in its efforts to 
preserve Lumbini, the birthplace of 
Lord Buddha, a UNESCO World 
Heritage property since 1997, as 
well as Tilaurakot, the 
archaeological remains of ancient 
Shakya Kingdom and Ramagrama, 
the relic stupa of the Lord Buddha, 
which are two other sites closely 
associated with Lord Buddha’s life 
and included in the Tentative List of 
World Heritage.  

“I am confident that the project will 
contribute to preserve outstanding 
universal value of Lumbini, the 
birthplace of Lord Buddha and the 
two other sites: Tilaurakot and 
Ramagrama”, says Bharat Mani 
Subedi, Joint Secretary of the 

Ministry of Culture, 
Tourism and Civil 
Aviation. 

The project will focus 
on conservation of the 
historical monuments 
of Lumbini; 
archaeological 
investigation of 
unknown historical 
monuments within the 
Sacred Garden of Lumbini; 
implementation and regularly 
review of the management 
processes of Lumbini World 
Heritage property and safeguarding 
the cultural assets of the Lumbini 
Development Area, in particular of 
Tilaurakot and Ramagrama. The 
activities in Tilaurakot and 
Ramagrama will focus on 
archaeological investigation of the 
historical monuments; conservation 
of excavated historical monuments 
and establishing a strategy for the 
possible inscription of Ramagrama 
and Tilaurakot in the World 
Heritage List. 

The first phase of the project 
produced a number of significant 
results focused in Lumbini, such as, 
enhanced the conservation of the 
three most emblematic monuments 
of Lumbini, namely the Marker 
Stone, the Nativity Sculpture and 
the Ashoka Pillar; excavations 
within the Mayadevi Temple 

revealed for the first time in South 
Asia, evidence of a series of 
shrines dating back to sixth century 
BCE; established an operational 
plan for the implementation of the 
Kenzo Tange Master Plan for the 
Sacred Garden and prepared an 
integrated management framework 
to conserve the outstanding 
universal value of Lumbini. 

“The activities of the second phase 
project will continue to aim at 
strengthening the institutional 
capacity of the Department of 
Archaeology and the Lumbini 
Development Trust through 
improvement of the knowledge and 
skills of conservation personnel and 
archaeological staff”, said Amita 
Vohra, Officer-in-Charge of the 
UNESCO Office in Kathmandu. 

Japan continues funding to safeguard Lumbini, 

Buddha’s birthplace  

UNESCO 
KATHMANDU, 20 June 2014—  

UNESCO and the Ministry of Culture, 

Tourism and Civil Aviation sign the 
agreement on the second phase of the 
Japanese government funded project on 

Lumbini. Photo: Ministry of Culture, Tourism 
and Civil Aviation 
 

Photo:  UNESCO 
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U 
N-Habitat is undertaking 
participatory land use 
planning activities in the 

three districts Surkhet, Nawal 
parasi and Morang as part of 
Catalytic Support on Land Issues 
being implemented together with 
IOM and UNDP, and funded by the 
UN Peacebuilding Fund, a global 
UN multi-donor trust fund supported 
by over 50 international donors and 
managed through the UN Peace 
Fund for Nepal. The project was 
started in March 2013 and is being 
implemented in collaboration with 
World Vision Advocacy Forum 
(WVAF), its technical collaborator 
Rajdevi Consultants and local level 
CBOs Sagarmatha Community 
Development Centre (SCDC) in 
Morang, Indreni Social 
Development Forum (ISDF) in 
Nawalparasi and Sundar Nepal 

Sanstha (SNS) in Surkhet. In June 
2014 UN-Habitat attended different 
consultative meetings and 
workshops at the field level in the 
three districts which was attended 
by respective Chief District Officer, 
Local Development Officer, 
members of the District Level Land 
Use Implementation Committees, 
local peace committees, heads of 
different government organizations, 
NGOs, civil society organizations, 
representatives of political parties, 
local intellectuals and journalists. At 
the VDC and Ward level 
consultations large number of local 
people including women and 
janjatis did participate in addition to 
farmers, local party members, local 
CBOs, intellectuals and teachers. 
During the different meetings 462 
persons attended 186 (40%) of 
whom were women. Interest for 
land use planning as a means to 
mitigate many of the problems in 
land management being faced by 
development strategists and local 

people was observed. Also the 
media- local FM and newspapers- 
widely covered the activities. The 
project has been successful in 
elevating lot of interest in land use 
planning and the importance of a 
participatory approach in taking up 
sensitive issues like land both at the 
central and local levels. Ministry of 
Land Reform and Management 
requested to incorporate National 
Land Use Planning at the very 
beginning of the project which was 
accommodated. Currently, after the 
lapse of the mid-term phase of the 
project, local stakeholders in 
Surkhet have expressed interest to 
cover the whole of the valley or at 
least incorporate Uttarganga VDC 
for local level planning. UN-Habitat 
values people’s interest and is 
seriously considering how this could 
be accommodated within the 
limitations of time and resources. 
While this is a challenge, this is also 
the strength of a participatory 
approach. 

UN-Habitat Nepal Undertakes 

Participatory Land Use Planning 

in Three Districts 

PLUP personnel with locals after Ward 

meeting in Nawalparasi. 
 
 

Photo: UN-HABITAT 
 

UN-HABITAT 
KATHMANDU, 2014 —  
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P 
rocess for the fourth batch of 
the Traineeship programme 
at the United Nations in 

Nepal is in progress for potential 
graduate Nepali candidates 
belonging from Socially Excluded 
Groups with UN Agencies. UN 
Agencies in Nepal have initiated a 
joint traineeship programme for the 
University graduates belonging 

from Socially Excluded Groups to 
provide opportunities to develop 
their professional competencies 
and enhance their employability 
prospects. 

The programme will be for an 11 
months period with a full time on 
the job training assignments with 
access to mentoring and practical 
experiences in an international UN 
working environment. Opportunities 
for prospective trainees are 
available in the areas of general 

administration, programme/project 
development and management in 
the areas of Poverty Reduction, 
Environment, Governance, Peace 
Building, Child Protection, Nutrition, 
Health, Water Sanitation and 
Hygiene, Social Policy, Migration, 
Education, Agriculture & Forestry, 
Gender Equality& Social Inclusion, 
Population, Communication, 
Monitoring and Evaluation, Human 
Resource Management, Finance, 
Administration and other UN related 
themes. 

Traineeship programme at the 

United Nations 

The first cohort of the UN Trainees 2011. 

 
File photo: UNIC 
 

UNIC 
KATHMANDU, 20 August 2014 —  

T 
he new Country 
Representative for UNICEF 
Tomoo Hozumi has joined 
the UN Country Team in 

Nepal.   

Mr. Hozumi is a national of Japan.  
He began his career with UNICEF 
in Bhutan in 1990 as an Assistant 
Programme Officer on Women in 
Development.  In 1992, he moved 
to India as the Chief of the Field 
Office for the State of Gujarat.  
Between 1997 and 1999, he 
worked for Save the Children in 
Japan as the Chief of the Overseas 
Programme Unit.  He returned to 

UNICEF in 1999 and served as a 
Programme Officer in UNICEF in 
Tokyo between 1999 and 2002; a 
Senior Programme Officer for 
UNICEF Cambodia between 2002 
and 2006; the Country 
Representative for UNICEF 
Thailand between 2006 and 2012; 
and the Country Representative for 
UNICEF Philippines between 2012 
and 2014.  Mr. Hozumi's move to 
Nepal is his third posting as a 
UNICEF Country Representative. 

Mr. Hozumi obtained his Bachelor's 
degree in Law from Sophia 
University in Tokyo in 1985, and 

Master's 
degree in 
International 
Relations 
from the 
Graduate 
School of 
International 
Relations at 
Tokyo 
University in 1987.  In 1989, he 
obtained an MPhil in Development 
Studies from the Institute of 
Development Studies at the 
University of Sussex in the UK. Mr. 
Hozumi is married with two 
children. 

New UNICEF Country Representative 
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U 
NIC has started a campaign 
of electronic cataloging of 
all UN reports and 

publications prepared in Nepal with 
the main objective of providing a 
one-window access to public of all 
UN publications produced in Nepal 
and electronically preserving 
institutional memory through 
electronics resources. The initiative 
has been named UN Repository in 
Nepal (UNRN). This initiative has 
been endorsed by the UNCT. 
Though this an ongoing process, 
UNIC is aiming to list all UN reports 
and publications produced in Nepal 
by June 2015. 

 The repository will contribute to 
make available of both current and 
old documents to the general public 
and stakeholders. For this, UNIC is 
implementing relevant scientific 
tools to meet the demand for 
reliable and quick information 
resources to provide personalized 

service and guidance to library and 
online visitors who need information 
about UN’s publications and reports 
concerning about Nepal. 

UN local contents produced by the 
UN agencies in Nepal shall be the 

primary content on UNRIN. 
Besides, Global content containing 
Nepalese issues or context shall 
also be included into UNRN. Project 
documents of UN agencies will also 
be found in UNRN. 

Campaign to catalogue all local UN  

publications electronically 

UNIC 
KATHMANDU, 1 August 2014 —  

UN Nepal campaign of managing knowledge and preserving 

institutional memory through electronics resources endorsed by 

UNCT to United Nations Information Centre. 
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O 
ver a hundred youths 
gathered for three days at 
a hotel of Sanga in Kavre 

district to discuss various issues 
that are raised as agenda items at 
the United Nations meetings. The 
event was supported by UN 
Information Centre.  

Youth participants conducted the 
UN model sessions in Kavre 
presenting and discussing agendas 
in a fashion similar to UN meetings.  

Minister for Information and 
Communications Minendra Rijal 
and UN Resident Coordinator for 

Nepal Jamie McGoldrick jointly 
inaugurated the meeting and 
motivated the students to be 
champions of development and 
world peace.  

Students performed cultural show 
on the sidelines of the UN model 
meeting. Students from different 
countries participated in the 
meeting, presenting and discussing 
agendas in a fashion similar to UN 
meetings.   

The organizer of the mock UN 
session, Pulkit Jain, who posed as 
the UN Secretary General at Nepal 
Model United Nations (NEPMUN) 
said, “We are conducting a UN style 
meeting as held in New York, 
headquarters of the UN office in the 
US. The meeting will also focus on 

the use of veto in the Security 
Council.”  

A total of 101 students from grade 
eight to high school from countries, 
including Bangladesh, India, 
Pakistan, the US and Nepal 
attended the UN model meeting.  

As per NEPMUN General Secretary 
Jain, the participants held 
discussions on issues that are 
generally presented in UN Security 
Council, Human Rights Council and 
United Nations Environment 
Program (UNEP).  

UN Model session held 

UNIC 
KATHMANDU, 15 August 2014 —  

Performing cultural dance by participants. 

 
Photo: Republica 
 

Standing during the  National Anthems of 

Nepal, Bangladesh and India. 
 
Photo: UNIC 
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O 
n International Youth Day, 
UNFPA, the United Nations 
Population Fund, and 

Global Citizen are launched 
#showyourselfie, a global campaign 
to urge world leaders to prioritize 
the needs and rights of young 
people in the post-2015 
development agenda - the roadmap 
for the world’s development over 
the next 15 years.   

“Young people were not in focus in 
the Millennium Development Goals, 
the last global  development plan 
that was adopted in 2000. They 
cannot be forgotten again,” said Dr. 
Babatunde Osotimehin, UNFPA’s 
Executive Director.  “Young people 
are a powerful force, individually 
and collectively. They are shaping 
social and economic realities, 
challenging norms and values and 
building the foundation of the 
world’s future. How we meet their 
needs and aspirations will define 
the world’s future,” he continued.  

There are 1.8 billion young people 
in the world today - more than ever 

before. Yet, millions of them, 
especially girls, lack access to basic 
needs, such as education, health 
services, comprehensive sexuality 
education, decent work and 
protection from violence.  More than 
500 million young people live on 
less than $2 a day, and nearly 175 
million of them in poor countries 
cannot read a full sentence. Some 
74 million youth aged 15-24 are 
unemployed.      

#showyourselfie is a petition with a 
difference. Every selfie is a visual 
signature. The campaign seeks to 
mobilize millions of young people 
and their supporters to tell decision 
makers across the world that young 
people must be at the centre of 
plans that will shape our future.  

“#showyourselfie is a way of 
bringing young people, civil society, 
the private sector and governments 
together to amplify the call for the 
rights of young people to be at the 
centre of national priorities around 
the world. If we fail to confront this 
now, there is a huge risk that some 
of the world’s most pressing 
challenges will not be addressed,” 
said Hugh Evans, Chief Executive 

Officer of Global Poverty Project.  

Starting today, people around the 
world are encouraged to take and 
submit a ‘selfie’ via twitter, 
Instagram or the website 
www.showyourselfie.org. The 
campaign will collate the personal 
portraits and stories and present 
them to decision makers as a 
massive display of public support 
for increased attention to and 
investment in the capabilities of 
young people, specifically in the 
areas of reproductive health, 
education and training for work and 
life. 

Over the next 13 months, UNFPA 
and Global Citizen will work closely 
with partners, networks and 
organizations to gather the “selfies” 
which will be handed over to 
Member States at the United 
Nations General Assembly in 
September 2014 and 2015 to 
remind them that the time to invest 
in young people is now. 

#showyourselfie, creating a global movement 

calling for young people to be central in the new 

development agenda   

UNFPA 
KATHMANDU, 12, August 2014 —  

(Left) Sri Lankan youth show selfies at a 

World Population Day event. (Right) Amy 
Robach takes a selfie with Secretary-
General Ban Ki-moon and Malala. 

- File Photo 
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UN House   

POB 107, Pulchowk,   

Lalitpur, Nepal  

Phone: 00-977-1-5523200 ,   

Fax: 00-977-1-5543723 

We  welcome  any  comments, suggestions and   
feedback  at  kathmandu.unic@unic.org  

Web: http://Kathmandu.unic.org 

               http://www.un.org.np  
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