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United Nations in Nepal  

U 
N Day was celebrated in 
Nepal on 29 October 2013 
at the UN House premises. 

UNIC was the main organizer of the 
event. The programme consisted of 
some 800 high profile dignitaries 
invited by UNIC which consisted of 
senior government officials, 
diplomatic communities, former UN 
Peacekeeping Commanders, senior
-most security officials, media, 
society members and UN staff 
members. The event was chaired 
and addressed by the Chairman of 
the Council of Ministers Right 
Hon‘ble Mr. Khil Raj Regmi.  On the 
occasion the video message of UN 

Secretary-General Mr. Ban Ki-
moon was screened. UN Resident 
Coordinator Mr. Jamie McGoldrick 
also spoke on the occasion. The 
event also consisted of screening of 
a Short documentary on the work of 
the UN in Nepal. Long Service 
Award to UN staff members serving 
over 20 years were also presented 
on the occasion.   

A Short Drama titled ―My Dream, 
My Constitution‖ was much 
appreciated by the participants. All 
UN agencies had put impressive 
stalls depicting their work through 
various reports, posters and 

audiovisuals. The UN Day event, 
moderated by UNIC NIO Ram Babu 
Shah, was widely covered by the 
media with prominence due to the 
succinct and important message 
conveyed by the UN Resident 
Coordinator on the works of the UN 
in Nepal and due to the address by 
the Chairman of the Council of 
Ministers expressing support to 
UN‘s initiatives both in Nepal and in 
global context.  

A blood donation was also 
organized on the occasion in which 
49 staff members donated blood.  

UN Day observation at UN House,  
Pulchwok, Kathmandu.  
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HAPPY BIRTH DAY UN — 68th years 
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A 
 UN Team under the overall 
coordination of the Resident 
Coordinator‘s Office (RCO) 

and its Field Coordination Offices 
(FCOs) with support of UN 
agencies present in the region 
organized a series of interaction 
campaign in various districts of 
Nepal with the theme ―UNDAF 
Road Show‖. The campaign 
provided a platform for discussions 
at the local level between and 
amongst relevant development 
actors, including government, civil 
society, UN and development 
partners. It also provided the 
opportunity to showcase the various 
UN system materials, including the 
translated UNDAF, profiles of the 
23 UNDAF priority districts, regional 
overviews, field bulletins, individual 
or joint agency publications. 

The interactions, held in the District 
Development offices of Kapilvastu, 
Jumla, Baitadi and Doti districts 
saw the participation of 
Government line-agencies, UN 
agencies, I/NGOs, political parties, 
identity and activist groups, civil 
society members, human right 

defenders and media. 

The purpose was to promote a 
more united UN presence at the 
local level, while also increasing the 
public understanding that the UN in 
Nepal comprises various UN 
agencies, funds and programmes 
and they are not the same: each 
has a certain comparative 
advantage to work on an issue and 
each has a distinct mandate. Hence 
there is a need to prioritize 

problems and choose where to 
focus limited resources and such 
decisions are reflected in the 
UNDAF.  

Photo: http://www.flickr.com/photos/
unicktm/sets/72157635794399233/ 

UN Road Show 
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T 
he capacity building 
workshop to safeguard 
Nepal's intangible cultural 

heritage ended in Kathmandu last 
week with an enhanced 
stakeholders' networking and 
commitment by the participants to 
apply their knowledge in its 
preservation. 

Thirty-three experts participated in 
the workshop that focused on the 
nomination of elements of 
intangible cultural heritage to the 
urgent safeguarding and 
representative lists  established in 
accordance to the UNESCO 
Convention for the Safeguarding of 
the Intangible Cultural Heritage of 
2003.  

Financed by Japan, the workshop 
which was held in Kathmandu from 
16 to 20 September 2013,, was 
jointly organized by the UNESCO 
Kathmandu Office and the Ministry 
of Culture, Tourism and Civil 
Aviation. 

The five-day training, led by the 
UNESCO-trained facilitators 
Shubha Chaudhuri and Suzanne 
Ogge emphasized the central aim 
of the Convention and its Lists and 
Register.  It deepened the 
understanding of the ways in which 
the 2003 UNESCO Convention 
aims to foster participatory 
community-based approaches in 
the safeguarding and nomination 
processes. Safeguarding is defined 
by the Convention as "ensuring the 
viability of ICH, while preserving its 
values and functions for the people 

to whom it belongs, who create and 
recreate it". 

Participants included local 
community representatives, 
government representatives and 
representatives of various other 
institutions – each of the National 
Academies, the Ethnographic 
Museum and Indigenous 
Organizations. Furthermore, 
independent scholars, researchers 
and managers directly or indirectly 
concerned with the safeguarding of 
Nepal‘s intangible heritage also 
attended the workshop. 

The participants expressed their 
satisfaction at having learned a 
great deal of the processes for 
completing files and the various 
requirements: for example, the 
requirement of free, prior and 
informed consent, the active 
participation of custodian 
communities or groups and 
individuals in the nominating 
process and the need to elaborate 
various safeguarding measures. 

The excursion to a traditional oil mill 
in Khokana helped to elaborate 
potential safeguarding measures. 
This practical exercise enabled 
participants to develop skills in 
analysing the threats and risks to a 
concrete element of intangible 
cultural heritage. 

Roshani Meche, a representative of 
the Nepal Federation of Indigenous 
Nationalities stressed the need to 
engage stakeholders from 
indigenous institutions and other 
cultural academies in any future 
capacity building strategy and to 
strengthen institutional network 

including information and 
knowledge sharing with active 
community participation. There is 
also a need to increase the 
participation of women and other 
communities in future initiatives, 
Meche suggested. 

"The capacity building workshops is 
a good exemple of our successful 
collaboration with UNESCO.  They 
have made many of us aware of 
practices in other countries and 
international mechanism to find 
better strategies for our own policy 
to safeguard Nepal‘s intangible 
heritage", said Bharatmani Subedi, 
Joint Secretary in the Ministry of 
Culture, Tourism and Civil Aviation. 

"It is our responsibility to safeguard 
our rich living traditions because we 
are the experts , who understand 
our culture best and we should feel 
proud of them", said Sushil 
Ghimire, Secretary to the Ministry of 
Culture, Tourism and Civil Aviation 
in his closing remarks. Ghimire 
further encouraged all participants 
to share the knowledge and skills 
they gained through the workshop.  

The Japanese Ambassador to 
Nepal, Kunio Takahashi stated: 
"UNESCO‘s endeavors in 
preserving such precious heritage 
is praiseworthy. Japan is very 
happy to support this joint venture 
alongside UNESCO". 

The workshop was the third and 
final in the series of capacity 
building workshop. The first 
workshop on implementing the 
2003 Convention was held in 
Kathmandu in April 2012 and the 
second workshop on community 
based inventorying held in Jiri, 
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Renewed commitment to 

safeguard Nepal's intangible 
UNESCO 
KATHMANDU, 27 SEP 2013 —  
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N 
abin Adhikari, a 10th grade 
student of Sainik Awasiya 
Mahavidyalaya in 

Bhaktapur, is the proud winner of 
the poster competition that the 
UNESCO Office in Kathmandu 
organized on the occasion of 
International Literacy Day 2013 that 
was celebrated earlier this month 
under the theme ‗Literacies for the 
21th Century‖. 

The second prize goes to Drishty 
Ranjit, a 10th grade student at 
English Preparatory High School, 

Kathmandu and Dinesh B.K., an 8th 
grade student at Sainik Aawasiya 
Mahavidhyala, Bhaktapur received 
the third prize.  

The three winners are among the 
seventeen students from various 
schools, who had submitted their 
posters in the competition. The 
prize money is NRS 5,000 for the 
winner, NRS 2,500 for second 
position and NRS 1,500 for third 
position. 

The prize will be handed over to the 
winners by Axel Plathe, the Head of 
UNESCO Office in Kathmandu in a 
small function at UNESCO Office. 

Nabin Adhikari wins UNESCO 

poster competition for 

International Literacy Day 2013  
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UNESCO 
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Resident Coordinator Message 

Statement by UN Resident Coordinator on behalf of the 
International Community in Nepal : We congratulate all 
of the women and men who have been nominated as 
election candidates. Theirs is a great privilege and a 
great responsibility. We also congratulate the Election 
Commission, the government, and the political parties 
for their continuing successful stewardship of the 
election process. Now that the candidates have been 
announced, the election campaign has begun in 
earnest, building the future of the country through open 
debate and democratic process. All people have a right 
to speak and be heard. We call upon all parties, 
whether they are participating or not, to conduct 
themselves in full compliance with the Election Code of 
Conduct and the laws of Nepal. The authorities of 
Nepal have the full backing of the international 
community in upholding the rule of law throughout the 
election process. Everyone should respect the 
universal democratic rights of others to join in a 
peaceful, open, free and inclusive election. This 
includes full respect for the rights of all candidates and 
voters. 
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H 
alf a century ago, the world was warned of the 
imminent explosion of ―the population bomb.‖ 
There were fears that humanity would suffer 

mass starvation. And that societies would plunge into 
turmoil --- all because of overpopulation.  

At that time, Asia was considered to be at the core of 
the population problem. The average woman in Asia 
could expect to bear five children in her life time. The 
region‘s population was projected to double within 33 
years. 

Many countries responded by embarking on 
programmes to control population growth.  The 
landmark 1994 International Conference on Population 
and Development (ICPD), attended by 179 
governments, shifted the discourse on ―population 
control‖ to people-centred development.  

The ICPD Programme of Action established, for the first 
time, inseparable linkages between population and 
development policies, with a clear focus on sexual and 
reproductive health from the standpoint of human rights 
– in particular the rights of women and families to 
decide freely whether and when to have children.  

The probability of every child surviving to adulthood 
was greatly increased. Families acquired better 
knowledge of sexual and reproductive health.  Many 
more were given the means to make informed 
decisions about their fertility.  

The Asia-Pacific region can be proud of its successes: 
an average woman today has around two children 
instead of five. Life expectancy has increased 
dramatically. Fifty years ago, the average person could 
expect to live until the age of 45.  Today a woman can 
expect to live to the age of 72 and a man to 68.  Almost 
as many girls as boys enter primary school.  

But success comes with new challenges. The concern 
today is not just about population numbers. Rather, it is 
about the complex interlinkages between population 
and development.  

Putting people first to build better lives must remain the 
focus of efforts to address the population and 
development challenges that the Asia-Pacific region 
faces. 

Increased life expectancy and lower fertility rates have 
resulted in rapid population ageing in the region that is 
unprecedented in human history. Some countries are at 
risk of becoming old before they become rich.  

The population of older persons will triple by 2050 to 
reach 1.2 billion. In East Asia, one in three persons will 
be aged 60 or older. Furthermore, by 2050, there will 
only be 3.5 working persons to support one older 

person, as compared with 10 working persons today. 
There is thus an urgent need for the region to prepare 
for ageing societies. 

 While the opportunity for the demographic dividend 
has passed in some countries, in others there is still an 
opportunity to harness its potential. In South Asia, 
around half of the population is still below the age of 25. 
With the appropriate mix of policies, including job-led 
growth and effective school-to-work transition, it will be 
possible to reap the youth dividend. 

On issues of sexual and reproductive health and rights, 
great strides have been made in strengthening policy. 
Yet programme implementation is lagging, particularly 
in targeting the most sexually active population group, 
namely youth. 

Lack of information concerning sexual and reproductive 
health and limited access to related services are 
contributing to unintended pregnancies and unsafe 
abortions. These gaps are also exposing millions to the 
risk of HIV, in particular key populations at risk, 
including people who inject drugs, people who buy and 
sell sex, men who have sex with men and transgender 
people.   This means that comprehensive sexuality 
education and increased access to a range of 
contraceptives must be made a priority. 

Furthermore, sexual and reproductive health 
programmes must also reach childless married women, 
unmarried women and girls, as also men and boys, as 
part of an integrated public health system that 
combines curative, preventive and health promotion 
services. 

Despite overall progress on maternal health, in some 
countries the number of women dying in childbirth still 
remains stubbornly high. There are parts of the region 
where one in 200 mothers dies giving birth.  

Asian and Pacific nations must do better in 
incorporating rights-based approaches to addressing 
population dynamics in their long-term plans for 
inclusive and sustainable development, including the 
impact of climate change.  

And most of all, the response to the region‘s challenges 
must be grounded in a commitment to addressing the 
unmet needs of women and all other groups that 
remain excluded from the development process.  

How do we collectively tackle these new and persistent 
challenges? That question will be answered at the Sixth 
Asian and Pacific Population Conference (APPC), 
which ESCAP is organizing with UNFPA next week in 
Bangkok.  This Conference is part of, and will 
contribute to, the global ICPD 20-year review mandated 
by the United Nations.   

Building Better Lives through a Population and 

Development Agenda 

Opinion Editorial 
ESCAP, 13 AUG 2013  —  

- Noeleen Heyzer and Babatunde Osotimehin 
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T 
he United Nations 
Volunteers aim to increase 
appreciation and recognition 

for young people and their inspiring 
engagement for development 
through volunteerism. To transform 
these goals into a tangible product, 
UNV Nepal‘s Youth Focal Point 
Jasmin Reitzig is currently filming 
and producing a visual testament of 
youth volunteerism called:  ―Youth 
Volunteering for post 2015 – The 
impact of volunteerism on peace 
and development‖.   

UNV offices in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, Nepal, Peru, 
Guatemala and the Philippines 
have joined hands to produce the 
joint documentary film in order to 

offer a unique view of the 
volunteers‘ innovative and powerful 
voices and invaluable actions while 
highlighting the diversity of 
volunteerism throughout the world. 

For the Nepali part of the film, Ms. 
Reitzig has travelled to Itahari and 
around the Kathmandu Valley to 
capture young volunteers and their 
contribution to the post-2015 
agenda. In September, Ms. Reitzig 
joined the local NGO ENGAGE and 
spent time with their youth 
volunteers in Sukhedara and 
Tundikhel. ENGAGE is currently 
piloting a volunteer program 
together with the Nepal Association 
of the Blind. Youth volunteers 
support visually impaired students 
by reading text books, practicing 
English and lending a hand and 
eyes on the way to the doctor or 

bank. Ms. Reitzig also filmed and 
interviewed Utkrist Thapa, a 19 
years old volunteer who spends his 
Saturdays teaching basketball to a 
group of men and women in 
wheelchairs. These youth 
volunteers have not only made new 
friendships and gained a deeper 
understanding of what it means to 
be differently abled in Nepal, they 
are also addressing pressing issues 
of social exclusion in their 
communities. Their actions show 
that youth volunteerism elicits a 
sense of responsibility towards 
others, while also giving young 
people a feeling of belonging to and 
respect for their communities.  

The documentary will be launched 
on International Volunteer Day on 
December 5th, and will be available 
online on the UN Nepal website.  

Youth Volunteering for post 2015  
Visually impaired students playing musical 
instruments.  
 
Photo: UNV 

UNV 
KATHMANDU, OCT 2013 —  

More than 400 representatives, including ministers, 
from over 45 countries and stakeholders from civil 
society will gather at this Conference. Meeting 50 years 
after the first APPC in 1963, they will seek fresh 
solutions to the region‘s population and development 
challenges.  

The outcome of the Conference will shape population 
and development policies for the future we want.  

As Asia-Pacific takes its place on the world stage, our 
governments have the means and the responsibility to 

build better lives for the region‘s 4.3 billion people. 
There is greater hope that the rapid population and 
development transformation will nurture the promise of 
a future that will be brighter than what had been 
predicted half a century ago. 

Dr Noeleen Heyzer is Under-Secretary-General of the 
United Nations and Executive Secretary of the 
Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the 
Pacific (ESCAP).  Dr Babatunde Osotimehin is Under-
Secretary-General and Executive Director of the United 
Nations Population Fund (UNFPA). 

Building better... 
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F 
or Hukum Bahadur Basnet 
of Lalmatiya village in Dang 
district of Nepal, one theory 

holds strongly – live as a master, 
not as slave. Having spent many 
years serving others in the past, he 
says ―working for others never gave 
me true satisfaction. I also worked 
in India, but I was never happy.‖ 
With his hard work, and support 
from the Micro-Enterprise 
Development Programme 
(MEDEP), now he can live as a 
master. Basnet now owns 15 cows 
in his dairy. 

―My first true happiness came in 
2008 when I established a piggery 
firm with MEDEP‘s support‖, he 
said. With his own business, he 
was now self-sustained, and looked 
for more opportunities. Eventually, 
after a few ups-and-downs, he 
started a dairy farm by investing an 
amount of ten lakh rupees (approx. 
$10,000). His decision to start a 
dairy farm was very opportune; he 

received support from his fellow 
villagers because cow is considered 
a holy animal in our country. 

Today his dairy farm produces 50 to 
55 liters of milk every day. He sells 
the milk at Rs. 40 per litre to 
neighbors and at Rs. 30 per litre to 

the village dairy. With this, his 
earning is around Rs. 50 thousand 
(approx. $500) a month. He is also 
exploring options to widen the 
market and increase his income. 

MEDEP provided Basnet with 
entrepreneurship training, skill 
training related to animal health, 
facilitation to access micro-credit, 
exposure visits, co-operatives 
management training for managing 
dairy cooperative, and also 
technology and equipment support 
during the initial stages of his 
entrepreneurship. ―MEDEP‘s 
support has been crucial in 
enabling me to start and smoothly 
run my enterprise‖, Basnet says. 
Encouraged by the success of his 
enterprise, he has also been 
advocating for entrepreneurship in 
his family members and society. 

Since it began, MEDEP has helped 
to create over 60,000 micro-
entrepreneurs. The average 
MEDEP micro-entrepreneur earns 
over twice what he/she earned 
before coming into contact with the 
programme. 

Dairy farm helps Hukum live 

like a master 

Hukum Bahadur milking his cows.  
 
Photo: Anju Sunar and Tapa Dipti Sitaula, 
UNDP NEPAL 
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Highlights 

 MEDEP has developed over 
60,000 micro-entrepreneurs 
and created about 62,000 sus-
tainable jobs. 

 The average MEDEP micro-
entrepreneur earns over twice 
what he/she earned before 
coming into contact with the 
programme. 

 Eighty percent of MEDEP en-
terprises continue to do busi-
ness - a high success rate that 
reflects the strength of this pro-
gramme. 
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United Nations  

Information Centre Kathmandu 

UN House   

POB 107, Pulchowk,   

Lalitpur, Nepal  

Phone: 00-977-1-5523200 ,   

Fax: 00-977-1-5543723 

We  welcome  any  comments, suggestions and   

feedback  at  kathmandu.unic@unic.org  

Web: http://Kathmandu.unic.org 

               http://www.un.org.np  
 

For more detail, please contact Ram Babu Shah, National Information Officer, UNIC Kathmandu 
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