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UN in Nepal Works 

NewsInsight 

UNIC, Kathmandu celebrated 
International Observance of the 
Day of Vesak on 25 May 2013 in 
the UN House in association with 
the International Institute of 
Buddhist Studies Nepal. 

The function was addressed by the 
UN Resident Coordinator a.i. and 
UNIC Director Terence D. Jones, 
the Sri Lankan‘s Ambassador, 
Chairperson of the International 
Institute of Buddhist Studies Nepal 
Prem Lal Chitrakar and leading 
Nepalese Monks and Nuns. 

Mr. Jones highlighted the 
significance of the Day from UN‘s 
perspective and conveyed UN 

Secretary-General Mr. Ban Ki-
moon‘s message to the audience. 
Some 60 people participated in the 
event which was also covered by 
the local media. 

This Day has been approved by UN 
General Assembly resolution 
acknowledging that the Day of 
Vesak, the Day of the Full Moon in 
the month of May each year, be 
internationally recognized and, in 
particular, at United Nations 
Headquarters and other United 
Nations Offices, in recognition that 
the Day is the most sacred to 
Buddhists, who commemorate on 
that day, the birth of the Buddha, 
his attainment of enlightenment and 
his passing away. 
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United Nations in Nepal  

The UN in Nepal marking World Vesak Day 
amid a ceremony in the UN House. Seen is 
UN RC a.i. Terence D. Jones with Nepali 
monks..  
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A participant offering food to a Nun. 
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M 
r. Somsak Pipoppinyo 
has taken over as the 
new FAO Representative 

in Nepal. Mr. Pipoppinyo, a 
national of Thailand, holds a 
Bachelor of Science degree in 
Fisheries Biology, Kasetsart 
University, Bangkok, Thailand, an 
M.Sc. in Fisheries and Wildlife, 
Oregon State University, U.S.A. 
and a Ph.D. in Aquatic 
Environment and Aquaculture 
Management, Auburn University, 
Alabama, U.S.A. Mr. Pipoppinyo 
started his career in 1981 as 
Fisheries Biologist, Samuthsakorn 
Fisheries Centre, Department of 
Fisheries, Ministry of Agriculture 
and Cooperatives, Thailand. From 
1991 to 1997, he worked as Head 
Department and Lecturer, 
Department of Fisheries 
Technology, Maejo University, 
Chiang Mai, Thailand. In 1997, Mr 
Pipoppinyo joined the ASEAN 
Secretariat, Jakarta,  Indonesia, 
holding several positions. From 
1997 to 1999, he was Senior 
Officer, Environment Unit, ASEAN 
Secretariat and, from 1999 to 2000, 
Senior Officer and Head, Regional 
Haze Action Plan, Coordination 
and Support Unit. In October 2000, 
he became Assistant Director and 
Head, Natural Resources Unit and 
in 2009, Assistant Director and 
Head of Division, Agriculture 
Industries and Natural Resources. 
In April 2010, Mr. Pipoppinyo was 
appointed Director, Finance, 
Industry and Infrastructure 
Directorate. 

New FAO 

Representative 

in Nepal 

Mr. Somsak PipoppinyoNepal. 

T 
he United Nations Fund for 
Nepal (UNPFN) has 
become a global leader in 

financing and promoting gender 
responsive peace-building.  
Exceeding the expectation of the 
Secretary-General‘s Seven-Point 
Action Plan on Gender Responsive 
Peacebuilding , the UNFPN 
Funding Round from 2012 has 
been able to allocate more than 30 
percent of its total resource 
towards gender mainstreaming 
efforts through seven new projects. 
In dollar terms, this amounts to 
US$$2,687,505. In previous 
funding rounds, total UNPFN 
funding earmarked for gender was 
only 9 percent.  

The Secretary-General‘s Action 
Plan on Gender Responsive 
Peacebuilding was developed in 
2010 by the UN system, led by the 
Peacebuilding Support Office and 
UN Women, to help implement UN 
Security Council Resolution 1325 
and its subsequent resolutions. Out 
of the seven commitments of the 
Seven Point Action Plan the 
―Commitment 3: Post Conflict 
Financing‖ demands that at least 
15 percent of UN post-conflict 
programme spending will be 

invested to meeting women‘s 
needs, building their capacities and 
improving gender equality. It 
instructs the UN to use budget 
gender markers to monitor 
spending allocations and to ensure 
the 15 percent minimum is 
reached. 

Two other ‗cross-cutting‘ issues 
that were mainstreamed in the 
2012 Funding Round are social 
inclusion and conflict sensitivity. 
Out of the total US $8.9 million 
approved to various UN agencies, 
18.522 percent ($1.9million) was 
allocated towards social inclusion 
efforts, and 9 percent ($798,615) 
towards mainstreaming conflict 
sensitivity into project 
implementation.  

In 2012, 11 UN agencies submitted 
16 applications for UNPFN funding 
for a total value of US$ 27.4 
million. After a rigorous vetting 
process involving consultations 
with the Government of Nepal and 
international development partners, 
seven new projects implemented 
by seven UN agencies were 
approved in February 2013, for a 
total value of US$ 8.9 million. Out 
of these seven projects, three are 
multi-agency implemented joint 
projects.  

UNPFN: global leader in gender 

funding 

UNPFN 
KATHMANDU, 30 May —  
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W 
hat are possible models 
for Nepal‘s education 
system in the future 

federal state structure? This 
question was at the center of the 
new two year project ―Planning 
effective delivery of education in a 
federal state‖ that UNESCO 
presented at a meeting on 30 May 
2013.  

Funded with a budget of USD 
378,000 by the United Nations 
Peace Fund for Nepal (UNPFN), 
the project contributes to Nepal‘s 
peace and development process by 
fostering constructive dialogue and 
planning leading to progress in 
constitution making.  

―This initiative provides a strategic 
contribution towards achieving the 
long term structural transformation 
embedded in the Comprehensive 
Peace Accord that are necessary 
for the state to be able to deliver 
gender sensitive, human rights 
based and inclusive quality basic 
services, such as education‖, said 
Axel Plathe, UNESCO 
Representative to Nepal and the 
Head of UNESCO Office in 
Kathmandu. 

―The project aims to plan an 
effective delivery of education in a 
future federal state by fostering a 
constructive dialogue and planning 
leading to progress in Constitution 
making by focusing on effective 
delivery of inclusive quality 
education‖, said Tap Raj Pant, 
National Programme Office for 
Education at UNESCO Office in 
Kathmandu.   

Working with six implementing 
partners, the project will contribute 
to a better understanding of issues 
related to the implications of 
different federalism options on the 
education system.  It will provide 

models, plans and coordination 
mechanisms and build the capacity 
of the Ministry of Education to plan, 
implement and monitor the 
restructuring of the education 
system. 

A ―Education and Federalism 
Support Group‖, established by 
UNESCO in 2008 as one of the first 
expert groups taking up specific 
federalism related issues, had 
earlier identified a variety of issues 
that need to be addressed when 
discussing education in a federal 
system. They include the costing of 
the education system and resource 
transfers, the way teacher training 
is to be organized, the 
responsibilities related to curriculum 
development,  the architecture of 

the governance structure; staffing 
and recruitment of qualified 
teachers; and issues related to 
oversight and accountability. 

The project is being managed by 
the UNESCO Office in Kathmandu 
in close partnership with the 
Ministry of Education, the National 
Planning Commission and the 
Nepal National Commission for 
UNESCO.  

Planning 

effective 

delivery of 

education in a 

federal state 

Presentation on “Planning of effective 
delivery of education in federal state” in 
progress . 
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B 
uilding on UNESCO‘s 
ongoing advocacy to link 
culture with sustainable 

development, the UNDP/UNESCO 
Lumbini Support project is initiating 
a strategy to operationalize 
UNESCO‘s ―Culture for 
Development‖ concept in the 
Greater Lumbini Area.   

The strategy is aimed at integrating 
culture related components into 
education in the Kapilvastu, 
Rupandehi and Nawalparasi 
districts, where many people have 
never been part of the conventional 
education system and are in many 
cases illiterate. 

The main focus of the strategy was 
using non-formal education 
initiatives through the Community 
Learning Centres (CLCs) to 
integrate culture related elements 
with the potential for income-
generation in non-formal education 
settings, which will benefit 
vulnerable groups including illiterate 
women and girls. 

To examine ways to put this 
strategy into practice, a local 
stakeholders‘ consultation on 
―Integrating culture into non-formal 
education in the Greater Lumbini 
Area‖ was held in Lumbini on 
Friday, 31 May 2013.  
Representatives from the CLCs, 
local teachers, local government 
officials and other active members 
of the community participated to 
identify areas in which culture can 
be included in the educational 
curriculum that would benefit target 
groups.   Local stakeholders, who 
were involved in the Tourism for 
Rural Poverty Alleviation 
Programme (TRPAP) in Rupandehi 
between 2002 and 2007, also 
shared their insights to determine if 
some of the lessons learned and 
highlights from the TRPAP activities 
can be applied when including 
culture into the education system.   

A broader follow-up meeting is 
planned to be held in Kathmandu 
later this year with the participation 
of international experts to share 
further information on 
operationalizing the ―Culture for 
Development‖ concept.  

Culture, as a dynamic force for 
change, is an essential component 
of human development. It is a 
source of identity, innovation and 
creativity for individuals and 
communities, as well as a tool for 
inclusion, reconciliation and 
cohesion. Culture-centric industries, 
tourism, heritage preservation and 
local traditional know-how are 
increasingly powerful economic 
tools for generating employment 
and income for those traditionally 
left behind. Moreover, cultural 
identity‘s evolving role in a rapidly 
globalizing Nepal can be used as a 
positive springboard for dialogue 
within and among vulnerable 
groups and society. 

Recently, the Hangzhou 
International Congress on "Culture: 
Key to Sustainable Development"   
recognized the power of culture for 
development.  Its participants called 
on governments, civil society and 
the private sector to harness the 
power of culture in addressing the 
world‘s most pressing 
developmental challenges, such as 
environmental sustainability, 
poverty and social inclusion. 

Linking culture and education to 

contribute to the development of 

the Greater Lumbini Area  

Young people on bicycle in Kapilvastu  
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B 
ATULI VILLAGE, 
BAJHANG - It‘s two in the 
afternoon. As the bell rings, 

signalling the end of lunch break, 
11-year-old Lalita Bohara runs to 
her classroom, opens her notebook, 
and sits down on a bench along 
with her classmates while waiting 
for their teacher. 

Amidst the excited chatter of the 
students, their English subject 
teacher is cheerfully greeted with 
―Good afternoon, Sir,‖ as he enters 
the classroom.  Lalita and the other 
third grade students immediately 
start paying attention to him. 

―I would have gone hungry had 
there been no meals on school 
days,‖ says Lalita, at dismissal time 
that day. ―The meal helps me pay 

attention to the teachers while 
studying.‖ 

At home, Lalita, despite her young 
age, already helps her mother do a 
number of chores such as fetching 
water, cutting vegetables and 
cleaning the house. On holidays, 
she also collects firewood – a six-
hour journey on foot from her 
house.  

Unlike most kids, Lalita prefers to 
go to school and wishes there were 
no holidays.  

―I don‘t like holidays since I have to 
work at home. I like coming to 
school because I get to eat haluwa 
for lunch and learn so many new 
things. I also enjoy playing with my 
friends,‖ she says, while her friends 
giggle. 

Haluwa - a nutritious porridge-like 
meal consisting of a fortified wheat-
soya blend with sugar and 
vegetable oil is provided to young 
children during school hours every 
day. Because of the meal, children 
like Lalita are able to continue their 
studies and receive the nutrition 
they need, increasing their ability to 
learn and eventually becoming 
productive members of their 
communities when they grow up. 

With support from the USDA 
McGovern-Dole programme, WFP 
has been helping the Government 
of Nepal implement its school 
feeding programme for children in 
food-insecure areas for several 
years. Thousands of students from 
the food-insecure regions of the 
country, where poverty remains one 
of the greatest challenges for many 
families, are benefitting from the 
school meals. 

―The programme is making a big 
difference in the community.  Many 
parents have become aware of its 
educational, health and social 
benefits,‖ says Mohan Bahadur 
Bohara, the school principal. 

―These children are able to 
complete the basic education cycle 
and the food they eat during lunch 
time is enriched with vitamins and 
minerals essential for good health 
and growth.‖ 

Thanks to the school meals, Lalita, 
who is one of the top students in 
her class, is able to focus on her 
studies and dreams of something 
big for her future. 

―When I grow up, I want to be a 
teacher and teach small children 
like me,‖ says Lalita, before leaving 
for her home, a 30-minute walk 
downhill from the school. ―I want my 
life to be different from the life of my 
mother.‖ 

‘I Would Have Gone Hungry 

Without School Meals’ 

Children eat their meals during lunch hour in the classroom.  
 
Photo: WFP Nepal/Deepesh Shrestha 

WFP 
KATHMANDU, 30 May —  

Lalita and her classmates eagerly wait for 
their teacher in the classroom.  
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Ministry of Peace and 
Reconstruction (MoPR) together 
with the United Nations World Food 
Programme  (WFP)  and  German 
development  agency  Gesellschaft 
für Internationale Zusammenarbeit 
(GIZ),  today  inaugurated a new 
road that connects remote villages 
of Baitadi district in far -western 
Nepal, providing communities with 
better access to markets, health 
centres, schools and other key 
facilities. The ceremony was 
attended by  MoPR Joint-Secretary  
Bharat Prasad Poudyal,  WFP  
Nepal  Representative Nicole 
Menage, GIZ Country Director 
Roland F. Steurer and GIZ 
Programme Manager Claudia  
Maier, as well as local government 
officials and community members.  

―Roads provide vital access and 
mobility to poor  rural communities,‖ 
said Menage. "With the opening of 
this road, I am confident  people 
here  will have  much improved  
access to social services. The road 
will stimulate the local economy, 
improving lives and reducing 
geographic isolation."With funding 
support from  the  European Union 
Food Facility, the construction of  
the  32  km Dehimandu-Giregada 
Rural Road Construction Project 
started in 2009.  

GIZ,  under the guidance of Ministry 
of Peace and Reconstruction,  and  
WFP  collaborated to  provide  work 
opportunities for participants who 
received food (rice and lentils) and 
cash in exchange for their labour. 
More than 5,000 poor households 

have already benefitted every year 
from these food and cash transfers, 
and many more are benefiting from 
the opportunities created by the 
new road. 

 

GIZ and WFP are long-term 
partners in the implementation of 
community-based livelihood 
projects in Nepal. Under the  
commission of the German Federal  
Ministry  for Economic Cooperation 
and Development (BMZ), GIZ 
provides  technical expertise, 
equipment and skilled labour to 
ensure the quality of the road ,  
taking into consideration social, 
environmental, health and safety 
aspects. 

―I am pleased to see the  fruits  of  
the  collective work of the 
government, international agencies 
and local communities,‖ said Ram 
Datta Pandey, the Local 
Development Officer. ―I am hoping 
this road will transform people‘s life 
for the better and will contribute in 
the development of the region in the 
years ahead.‖ To date  a  25 
kilometre stretch  has been 
completed  –  the remaining seven 
kilometres will be  finished  by 
September  this year.  By  
connecting  seven remote  villages  
–  Dehimandu. Gwalek, Nagarjun,  
Rodidewal, Amchaur, Kulau  and  
Giregada  –  the road will benefit 
more than 47, 000 people  and 
promote  social and economic 
development. 

―The inputs from WFP and the 
German Government 
complemented each other in a 

perfect way,‖ said Claudia Maier 
from GIZ. ―On the one hand people 
were able to bridge their food gap 
instantly; on the other hand they 
profited from plenty of new long 
term income opportunities. 
Production in agriculture has gone 
up  

significantly and many families earn 
additional money since they have 
accomplished vocational training. 
These changes motivate people to 
manage their lives independently in 
the future.‖ 

 

Between 2007 and 2012, WFP 
constructed  or  repaired nearly 
3,000 kilometres of roads and trails 
linking rural communities to markets 
and towns in the most isolated 
regions of Nepal. WFP programmes 
reach about 500,000 people  every 
month in Nepal,  mainly in the Mid-  
and Far-Western Hills and 
Mountains,  helping people  meet 
their immediate food needs and to 
improve  their living conditions by 
providing employment opportunities  
on infrastructure projects designed 
to bolster resilience and self-
reliance. 

For more information please 
contact: 

Deepesh Shrestha, WFP Nepal, 
email: deepesh.shrestha@wfp.org 
Tel: +977 1 5260 607 ext.2104/ 
mobile:  

+977 9851105247  

Claudia Maier, GIZ Nepal, e-mail: 
claudia.maier@giz.de, Tel: +977 1 
5545574 

New Road to Spur Development and Improve Life 

in Baitadi 

WFP, GoN, DZ, GIZ 
KATHMANDU, 15 May —  
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S 
ince its launch in October 
2010, the GSF programme 
has initiated its work in 6 

districts and 6 municipalities 
through 38 grants. As of March 
2013, total 14  

Village Development Committees 
(VDCs) have been declared ODF 
and 117,828 people had improved 
toilets through GSF programme‘s 
interventions. Although these 
numbers are encouraging, there is 
still a long way to go to meet the 
programme‘s targets. Learning and 
Sharing‖ workshop was organized 
in Nagarkot on 21-22 February, 
2013 in order to review GSF 
programme's work over the past 
two years, analyze challenges and 
opportunities and plan for better 
performance. 

Bhushan Tuladhar, Regional 
Technical Advisor, UN-Habitat 
welcomed the participants and set 
the tone for the learning event with 
a quote from Winston Churchill, 

―The most important thing in the 
education is appetite.‖ This was 
followed by presentations from 
representatives of the National 
Sanitation and Hygiene 
Coordination Committee (NSHCC), 
Water Supply and Sanitation 
Collaborative Council (WSSCC), 
CPM and Executing Agency of the 
GSF, which gave an overview of 
GSF from different perspectives. 
―GSF program has tried to make 
clear targets and aimed to be result 
based,‖ said, Mr. Oliver Jones, 
WSSCC, ―It has focused more on 
behaviour change, changing the 
mindsets.‖ he added. Likewise, Mr. 
Lok Nath Regmi, Senior Divisional 
Engineer and member of NSHCC, 
acknowledged that GSF 
Programme is aligned with sectoral 
initiatives and adopted the spirit of 
the Sanitation and Hygiene Master 
Plan 2011. 

GSF related six learning themes 
were discussed in different groups 
and the findings and learning for 
each theme were presented. 
Further, four major issues identified 
through group works such as ODF 

sustainability, supply chain, 
Behaviour Change Communication 
and operationalizing for learning 
Sanitation and Hygiene Master Plan 
were further discussed along with 
an in-depth analysis of strengths, 
weaknesses, opportunities and 
challenges and suggested ideas for 
the way forward accordingly. A 
panel discussion was held at the 
end of the workshop where the 
issues and findings of the workshop 
were presented. Altogather six 
sector leaders from Government of 
Nepal, civil society, UN Agencies, 
and WSSCC provided their 
comments and suggestions for the 
betterment of the sanitation 
programme A sanitation 
marketplace was also organized by 
the GSF sub-grantees to share 
innovative ideas and knowledge on 
GSF programme interventions in 
Nepal.  

GSF Learning Event ended with the 
commitment for scaling up the 
sanitation movement even more 
rapidly and in a sustainable 
manner. 

GSF learning event captures 

sector lessons 

GSF pictorial information in exhibition.   
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UN-HABITAT 
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United Nations  

Information Centre Kathmandu 

UN House   

POB 107, Pulchowk,   

Lalitpur, Nepal  

Phone: 00-977-1-5523200 ,   

Fax: 00-977-1-5543723 

We  welcome  any  comments, suggestions and   

feedback  at  kathmandu.unic@unic.org  

Web: http://Kathmandu.unic.org 

               http://www.un.org.np  
 

For more detail, please contact Ram Babu Shah, National Information Officer, UNIC Kathmandu 
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World  
Environment Day  2013 
Sustainable development  

Graduate research students in upper Gorkha are enjoying 

nature in the evening.  
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Beck Shrestha, Gorkha Research Team 

Cohort VI, CPDS,TU 
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