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T 
he progress towards the 
Millennium Development 
Goals (MDGs) in Nepal is a 

success story. The country has 
made remarkable progress over the 
past 12 years. Nepal is likely to 
achieve many of the MDGs, such 
as reducing the proportion of 
people below the national poverty 
line; it is likely to achieve near 100 
percent enrolment in primary 
education; it has received 
international recognition for being 
on-track towards achieving the goal 
related to improving maternal 
health; and it has has reduced child 
mortality and is likely to meet the 
MDG target for people with access 
to improved drinking water facilities.  

But there is still some way to go. 
Some of the MDG targets will be 
difficult to achieve in the remaining 
time, like providing full and 
productive employment. Hunger 
has not been reduced as much as 
targeted; in particular, too many 
children have stunted growth and 
are under-weight. Only just over 
one out of three births are attended 

by a skilled attendant and access to 
services remains a challenge for 
many. The goals on the 
environment have also not been 
achieved. And Nepal risks not 
meeting the goals on gender 
equality and women’s 
empowerment if the proportion of 
seats held by women in the 
erstwhile Constituent Assembly is 

The clock is ticking  
UNCT OP-ED 
KATHMANDU, 5 April 2013 —  

While Nepal has made progress 
towards meeting MDGs over the 
past 12 years, there is still some 

way to go 
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reduced for the next elections. 
Violence against Women and Girls 
needs to be appropriately 
addressed.  

Most significantly, the widening gap 
between geographical locations and 
social groups is a cause for worry. 
The poverty level of the Far West 
region is more than double  

that of the Eastern region of Nepal. 
Dalits have almost four times the 
poverty level of Brahmins. Similar 
situations exist for other MDGs. We 
need to make extra efforts to 
ensure that progress is equitably 
distributed in order to reduce the 
differences between geographical 
locations and social groups.  

The Government of Nepal’s 
continued commitment to MDGs 
has been remarkable. One of the 
areas where Nepal was not likely to 
meet the MDGs was sanitation.  

Recent surveys show impressive 
progress on access to sanitation, 
yet one third of people in Nepal still 
do not have access to sanitation 
facilities. The drive in achieving  
sanitation targets is evolving into a 
social movement. So far, seven 
districts have declared Open 
Defecation Free Zones, where 
every household and every school 
has a toilet. It shows what can be 
achieved when all actors join 
hands. The Prime Minister, together 
with the UN, launched the MDG 

Acceleration Framework in January 
2013 to speed up progress. It 
outlines concrete actions to ensure 
80 percent sanitation coverage by 
2015 as envisioned in Nepal’s 
Sanitation and Hygiene Master Plan 
2011  

Now, we have 1,000 days to close 
the gaps that remain for the MDGs 
in Nepal—1,000 days to accelerate 
action. The UN Country Team in 
Nepal will continue its work with the 
government and other partners to 
step-up collective efforts. Together, 
we need to re-energise the 
movement to free people from 
extreme poverty and address other 
critical human development issues.  

T 
oday, the National Planning 
Commission, the United 
Nations Country Team in 

Nepal and partners are marking a 
vital moment in history’s largest and 
most successful anti-poverty push – 
the 1,000-days mark before the 
target date to achieve the 
Millennium Development Goals. 

―We have 1,000 days to close the 
gaps that remain for the Millennium 
Development Goals in Nepal – 
1,000 days to accelerate action,‖ 
Terence D. Jones, UN Resident 
Coordinator a.i. said. ―The UN 
family will continue its cooperation 
with the Government and other 
partners to step-up collective efforts 
and re-energize the global 
movement to free people from 
extreme poverty and to address 
other critical human development 
issues,‖ he further added.  

The Honorable Vice Chairperson of 
the National Planning Commission, 
Deependra Bahadur Kshetry, noted 
that ―Nepal has made great 
progress since the Millennium 
Development Goals were set, but 
we still need to work together to 

reach all MDGs before 2015‖. He 
further said, ―I would like to call on 
everybody – the Government, the 
UN, civil society and the people of 
Nepal to create momentum 
throughout these 1000 days to 
achieve the MDGs in Nepal‖.   

Nepal is likely to achieve many 
MDGs targets such as reducing the 
proportion of people below national 
poverty line, achieving 100 per cent 
enrollment in primary education, 
reducing child and maternal 
mortality, and access to improved 
drinking water facilities. However, 

targets related to achieving full and 
productive employment, reducing 
hunger (stunting and under-weight 
children) and improving the 
environment will be difficult to 
achieve. Extra efforts are also 
required to ensure that progress is 
equitably distributed to reduce 
disparity between geographical 
locations and social groups. 

UN-NPC Joint Statement 
KATHMANDU, 5 April 2013 —  

Government of Nepal and United 

Nations marks 1000 days until 

millennium development goals deadline 

MDG1000 Hoarding Board at the  
UN House.  
 
Photo: UNIC 



3 | UN IN NEPAL | FEB-MAR 2013 WWW.UN.ORG.NP | KATHMANDU.UNIC.ORG 

U 
nder-Secretary-General for 
Political Affairs Jeffrey 
Feltman was on a three-day 

visit to Nepal as part of a trip to 
South Asia . 

Mr. Feltman’s week-long visit to 
South Asia included stops in Nepal, 
India and Pakistan at the invitation 
of the respective governments. In 
Nepal, from 19 to 21 March, he met 
with senior officials of the 
government and political parties, 
representatives of the diplomatic 
corps and civil society to discuss 
the peace process.  

I have to say that based on my visit 
here and my conversation with a 
wide variety of officials, 
representatives of civil society and 
political parties, I am really 
encouraged by the progress that 
the people of Nepal have made in 
the peace process. You had a 
decade of conflict in which 
thousands of people were killed. 
But over the past six years the 
parties, the people of Nepal, have 

talked to each other, have worked 
together to implement the 
Comprehensive Peace Agreement.  

For example, I had the honour and 
the privilege to go yesterday 
morning to the Kharipati Military 
Academy and to see, first hand, the 
former Maoist combatants training 
to serve as officers in the national 
army. This was a tangible symbol of 
integration, reconciliation and the 
process is nearly complete and I 
applaud the people of Nepal for this 
achievement.  

On behalf of the United Nations I 
would also like to congratulate all 
parties on the recent political 
agreement. This political agreement 
is a result of compromise by all. It is 
a significant achievement in our 
view and is able to move past a 
political stalemate that had 
characterized the political life in the 
country in recent months. I had the 
privilege to this morning to have a 
meeting with President Yadav and 
to offer on behalf of Secretary-
General Ban Ki-moon our 
congratulations to him and to the 
party leaders for finding a way 

forward out of this political 
stalemate.  

In our view at this point it is 
important to build on this political 
compromise and to bring all parties 
on board for a way forward. The 
peace process here in Nepal has 
been, and always will be, a Nepali-
led process where the people of 
Nepal, the leaders of Nepal, are 
making decisions for Nepal, based 
on Nepal’s best interests.  

We want to support your efforts. 
Part of my message to those that I 
met when I was here for the last 
couple of days was our support for 
elections as early as possible in the 
spirit of the political agreement that 
was recently made. The UN has 
worked in Nepal before in 
supporting elections and we 
continue to work to support a 
credible and an inclusive, 
competitive electoral process that 
takes place as quickly as possible. 
We look forward to the appointment 
of the Election Commission. We 
look forward to working with the 
Election Commission to see how 
the UN can play a role in supporting 

Under-Secretary-General Jeffrey 

Feltman visits Nepal 

Under-Secretary General Jeffrey Feltman’s 
press conference at Tribhuvan International 
Airport, Kathmandu, Nepal 
 
Photo: UNIC 

UNDPA 
KATHMANDU, 21 Mar 2013 —  



4 | UN IN NEPAL | FEB-MAR 2013 WWW.UN.ORG.NP | KATHMANDU.UNIC.ORG 

a process that would meet the 
aspirations of the Nepali people. 
We call on all parties and all people 
to participate in determining the 
future for Nepal through the next 
Constituent Assembly elections.  

In my meetings with officials in the 
government, with leaders of political 
parties and political fronts, I talked 
about several issues. One was this 
issue of inclusivity—the importance 
of reaching out to all parts of the 
political spectrum, all parts of 
Nepalese society, to bring them on 
board for the way forward towards 
elections and the new Constituent 
Assembly. It is important for all 
parties to respond favourably and to 
now participate in this process. We 
also talked in our meetings about 
the achievements that Nepal’s 
women had registered in the last 
Constituent Assembly, and the 
need for the electoral process and 
the next Constituent Assembly to 
maintain that important leadership 
role for the women of Nepal.  

We also talked about other issues 
related to the Comprehensive 
Peace Agreement, including the 
development of the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission. And I 
raised the UN’s concerns that the 
Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission live up to the 
international standards and live up 
to the international agreements to 
which Nepal has subscribed, to 
meet the aspirations of the 
Nepalese people again for their 
peace process. I hope that 
everyone has seen the statement 
made by the High Commissioner for 
Human Rights, Navi Pillay.  

In closing, let me say again: what a 
deep honour it has been to come to 
Nepal to represent Secretary-
General Ban Ki-moon in meetings 
with officials, with party leaders and 
members of civil society. I applaud 
the progress that the people of 
Nepal have made in implementing 
the Comprehensive Peace 
Agreement and we look forward to 
supporting the interim electoral 
council, the Election Commission 
and the people of Nepal as they 
move forward towards elections to 

the Constituent Assembly.  

Thank you.  

Q&A 
Republica Daily: You said that the 
UN is ready to support the electoral 
process in Nepal. Is there any 
concrete UN plan? 

USG Feltman: In terms of our 
support for the electoral process, as 
I mentioned, the UN has worked 
before to support, facilitate Nepal’s 
elections and we have an ongoing 
electoral support project that is 
under the direction of the UN 
country team here in Nepal. I am 
honoured to be here with Mr. Terry 
Jones who is currently serving as 
the Resident Coordinator in Nepal. 
We really wanted to have a 
conversation with the Election 
Commission about what else they 
would like to see the UN provide. 
The important thing to emphasize 
here is – these are Nepal’s 
elections, this is a Nepali process 
and we will take our guidance from 
the Election Commission, from the 
people of Nepal about the role we 
can play. The UN has actively 
provided electoral assistance 
programmes in many countries 
worldwide. I think the number is 60 
or 70 countries worldwide, so we 
have some experience in best 
practices. We have some ideas of 
what we can contribute to elections 
that will be seen by the people of 
Nepal as credible, as legitimate and 
we will look forward to doing our 
part in helping achieve these free 
and fair, competitive and inclusive 
elections.  

In terms of what I heard over the 
past couple days in my meetings, 
let me just say that complements 
what the UN team here on the 
ground in Nepal hears every day. 
The conversations I had were new 
for me, but the UN is actively 
engaged with a wide spectrum of 
people far beyond what I could 
possibly see in two days. But I felt a 
sense of optimism about the fact 
that there is now a way forward out 
of the political stalemate that had 

characterised recent months in 
terms of the governing institutions 
of Nepal. We recognise the interim 
electoral council of ministers is an 
extraordinary and temporary 
measure. It was designed as a way 
to allow the political system to move 
forward so that the important aspect 
that the elections could be held, so 
that the people of Nepal could 
express their views through the 
ballot box and that’s where we want 
to offer support.  

The Kathmandu Post: What type of 
impression are you taking back 
about the elections in Nepal 
because there is a deep division 
among the political leaders –
whether the elections can take 
place in third week of June? There 
is confusion whether elections will 
be held in June. 

USG Feltman: The impression I 
have is that there is a sincere 
desire to have elections as soon as 
possible. But there is also an 
understanding that the elections 
need to be credible – that the 
elections need to be seen as 
legitimate by the widest number of 
people in Nepal – that the elections 
need to be inclusive, and there is 
work to be done. There is work to 
be done on registering citizenships 
so that citizens can vote. There is 
work to be done updating the 
registration. This is why I think it is 
important for the Election 
Commission to be named as soon 
as possible so that the UN and 
others can participate in helping 
prepare the way for elections. It is 
not for the UN to decide when the 
best date for elections in Nepal is. 
The service we can offer is to make 
sure that we are facilitating 
elections that will be seen by the 
broad spectrum of Nepali society, 
Nepali popular opinion as being 
legitimate, as representing the 
aspirations of the people of Nepal 
and I felt sincerity from those whom 
I spoke with about their 
commitment to seeing these 
elections are free, fair, competitive 
and inclusive and take place as 
quickly as possible. That is where 
we want to support. 



5 | UN IN NEPAL | FEB-MAR 2013 WWW.UN.ORG.NP | KATHMANDU.UNIC.ORG 

Senior government officials and 
experts from ten countries met in 
Kathmandu last week to promote 
collaboration on science, education, 
culture, and communication to 
lessen the impact of climate change 
on Asia’s mountain countries. 

The Regional Workshop on Climate 
Change Impacts in Asian 
Mountains was held by the United 
Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 
and the International Centre for 
Integrated Mountain Development 
(ICIMOD). By organizing this event 
together, UNESCO and ICIMOD 
recognized the importance of 
uniting their varied disciplines in the 
response to climate change and 
fostered strategies to make this 
happen. 

Speaking at the inaugural session 
of the workshop, Deependra 
Kshetry, Vice-Chair of the National 
Planning Commission of the 
Government of Nepal and Chair of 
ICIMOD’s Board of Governors, 
highlighted the need to integrate the 
climate change agenda in overall 
development plans and policies of 
mountain countries to accelerate 
cleaner and greener growth. He 
anticipated that the outputs of this 
meeting would contribute to 
government plans and programmes 
in Nepal. 

―We have to better harness the 
potential of interdisciplinary 

strategies to mitigate the impact of 
climate change on mountains‖, said 
Axel Plathe, Head of the UNESCO 
office in Kathmandu. ―Scientific 
approaches must be combined with 
education, culture, and 
communication. Key actions should 
be to maintain a climate science 
knowledge base, address the social 
consequences of climate change, 
provide climate change education 
for sustainable development, and 
look at the consequences of climate 
change on tangible and intangible 
heritage. UNESCO World Heritage 
properties are excellent laboratories 
for understanding the impacts of 
climate change‖, he added. 
Managers of World Heritage sites in 
12 mountain countries of Asia were 
among the workshop participants. 

David Molden, Director General of 
ICIMOD, strongly advocated not 
only transdisciplinary but also 
transboundary cooperation for 
sustainable ecosystems and 
enhanced wellbeing of mountain 
men, women, and children. ―We 
have to work together for resilient 
mountain development - for 
improved and equitable livelihoods 
through knowledge and regional 
cooperation‖, he said.  

The workshop proposed a number 
of strategies for collaboration 
across disciplines and borders, 
including: 

 coordinated research for better 
understanding of climate and 
hydrological processes, their 
impact on mountain biodiversity 

and ecosystem services, and 
associated socioeconomic 
linkages; 

 improving human wellbeing in 
marginalized mountain 
communities by unlocking the 
potential of payment for 
ecosystem services, and 
encouraging governments to 
ensure that the benefits of 
mountain goods and services 
are equitably shared; 

 development of a standardized 
framework for assessing 
vulnerability to climate change 
impacts; 

 enhancing the capacity of 
teachers, media professionals, 
and extension specialists to 
understand and communicate 
climate change issues; and 

 enhancing regional cooperation 
and networking in capacity 
building, research, and 
development on climate 
science through regional 
organizations such as ICIMOD 
and the SAARC centres of 
excellence. 

The event, held at ICIMOD’s 
Headquarters from 13 to 15 March, 
was one of three regional 
workshops on climate change 
impacts on mountain ecosystems 
being held by UNESCO to help 
shape the formulation of global 
strategies to strengthen policies on 
mountain ecosystems. The 
outcomes will also contribute to 
other processes such as the 
Mountain Partnership and Rio+20 
follow-up. 

Experts from Asian mountains 

commit to work together for 

social and ecological resilience to 

climate change 

From Left: Axel Plathe, Deependra Kshetry 
and David Moden during inaugural session 
of the Regional Workshop. 
 
Photo: ICIMOD 

UNESCO 
KATHMANDU, 15 Mar 2013 —  
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This haiku that former UN Secretary
-General Dag Hammarskjöld wrote 
after his Lumbini visit in March 1959 
is one of the highlights of the web 
pages on Lumbini that the 
UNESCO Office in Kathmandu has 
launched.  The web site ―Lumbini: 
Past, Present & Future‖ provides 
historical and current information on 
the birthplace of the Lord Buddha, a 
World Heritage Property since 
1997.  

Lumbini, located within the western 
Terai region of Nepal, was inscribed 
as a UNESCO World Heritage 
Property for its Outstanding 
Universal Value for being one of the 
holiest places in the world where 
the Buddha was born as well as for 
its archaeological significance.  
Buddha’s entry into this world 
began in the gardens of Lumbini as 
Prince Siddhartha Gautama in 623 

BC.  It was here where the newborn 
infant took his first steps toward the 
east beginning a path to 
enlightenment.  Buddha identified 
four sacred places for his followers 
to visit for pilgrimage, one of which 
is his birthplace.  For centuries, 
pilgrims and travelers have visited 
this sacred place and its 
surrounding areas, hoping to 
understand more fully the 
beginnings of a man who became 
the embodiment of compassion and 
peace.  At present, Lumbini 
continues to be developed into a 
major centre for pilgrimage and 
tourism.   

 ―Lumbini: Past, Present & Future‖ 
details chronology of events dating 
back to Buddha’s birth, along with 
information on Lumbini’s status as a 
UNESCO World Heritage Property, 
and district profiles of the Greater 
Lumbini Area and other relevant 
Buddhist sites in that area.  The site 
also provides information on 

national and international structures 
of support for Lumbini, the history of 
the Master Plan for Lumbini, and 
features interviews with prominent 
stakeholders in addition to 
statements and reflections of UN 
Secretaries-General.   

―Lumbini: Past, Present & Future‖ 
web pages had been prepared by 
the UNDP/UNESCO Lumbini 
Support Project, which was 
established in 2012 with funding 
from UNDP Nepal to assist in 
garnering international support for 
the development of Lumbini and its 
surrounding areas.  The team for 
this project is based in the 
UNESCO Office in Kathmandu.   

For further information about the 
UNDP/UNESCO Lumbini Support 
Project, please visit 
www.unesco.org/new/en/
kathmandu/culture/lumbini-past-
present-future.   

Lumbini: The gods in the birth grotto 

Central canal in Lumbini.  
 
Photo: UNDP/UNESCO Lumbini Support 
Project 

UNESCO 
LUMBINI, 5 Feb 2013 —  

“Like glittering sunbeams 

The flute notes reach the gods 

In the birth grotto” 

http://www.unesco.org/new/en/kathmandu/culture/lumbini-past-present-future.
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/kathmandu/culture/lumbini-past-present-future.
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/kathmandu/culture/lumbini-past-present-future.
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Open defecation free campaign has 
gain a momentum  in Bardiya 
District. 20 VDCs located in the 
north eastern part of the district are 
lucky that at least one or two 
highways cross their VDCs and 
also  have easy access to district 
headquarter Gulariya and to 
Nepalgunj. On the contrary, 11 
VDCs of the district that lie in  
Rajapur Tappa (Island), are remote 
and isolated from the district 
headquarter and rest of the country 
as it is confined by the Karnali River 
in two sides,. This unfavorable 
location coupled with low socio- 
economic condition of the 
communities and 
underdevelopment within  does not 
deter the construction ofaround 
3000 new toilets . It was possible 
because of the awareness 
campaign, facilitated by IDS Nepal 
in support of the GSF program, 
which triggers communities to use 
and maintain improved latrines and 
inculcate hygiene practices.  

Till date, 30 wards are 
declared as ODF zone 
which includes 5 wards 
from Patabhar VDC, 4 
wards from Despite 
financial and 
geographical constraint, 
everywhere around this 
area people seem busy in 
collecting rings and pans 
to build toilets. Everyones 
seems to be supportive 
and are contributing a lot 
to the sanitation campaign. They 
have begun to adapt good sanitary 
practices. Sense of ownership and 
accountability among local 
stakeholders such as V-WASH-
CCs, School teachers and Child 
Clubs, Ward Citizen Forums, 
Political leaders, Badghars and 
FCHVs has been growing up 
rapidly. As a result, a number of 
wards are lining up to get ODF 
declaration in upcoming days. 
Ownership building at the smallest 
local administrative unit as wards is 
certainly going to yield long term 
sustainability ensuring bottom up 
planning and institutionalization. At 

the same time because of this 
campaign, sense of collective 
participation and efforts has been 
developing among communities for 
other social welfare activities too. 

Additionally, since most of the 
inhabitants are from tharu 
community, ODF campaign has 
helped to preserve and promote 
their own culture. 

Sanitation Promotional 

Campaign at its prime 

Open defecation free campaign 
Inauguration programme at Gulariya, 
Bardiya.  
 
Photo: UN-HABITAT 

UN-HABITAT 
BARDIYA, 27 Mar 2013 —  

UN-Habitat launches call for Urban Youth Fund applications 
 

UN-Habitat launched a call for applications for the Urban Youth Fund for 2013. 
 
In a press release, the agency announced that the Fund will for the fifth year in a row provide grants 
to projects led by young people aged 15-32 years who are piloting innovative approaches to 
employment, good urban governance, shelter and secure tenure. Small development initiatives are 
eligible for grants up to $25,000. These grants aim at promoting youth empowerment as the solution 
for better urban governance. 
 
Indeed, of the one billion slum dwellers in the world today, it is estimated that more than 70% are 
under the age of 30. These young people have few resources available to improve their own living. 
Interestingly though, there are many youth-led initiatives in slums and squatter settlements around 
the world that require support in their efforts to transform their communities. This has led UN-Habitat 
to reconsider the youth as drivers for change. Through this Fund, UN-Habitat embraces the belief that 
youth are a solution for sustainable urban development. 
 
The agency invites young people based in cities or towns from the developing world to apply for 
grants from the Fund. The application will open from February 15th 2013 to April 15th 2013. More 
information and details are available at www.unhabitat.org/youthfund. 
 
Source: www.unhabitat.org.np/youthfund 
 

http://www.unhabitat.org.np/youthfund
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Koshila Devi Malli of Murtiya in 
Sarlahi, a day wage labourer, has 
found a new source of pride. She 
and her husband now have Nepali 
Citizenship card and its attendant 
benefits to brag about. Four years 
ago, there was very little she knew 
about a citizenship card, let alone 
having one. 

―We didn’t know what a citizenship 
card did,‖ says Koshila Devi. ―The 
only thing that mattered to us then 
was finding work for daily survival." 

Without citizenship, no official 
business can be conducted in 
Nepal. You can’t own land or 
house, open a bank account or 
apply for driving license. A 
citizenship card decides one’s legal 
presence and those without one 
cannot participate in social welfare 
programmes run by the state. 

Because poor and marginalized 
groups are deprived of 
opportunities, they are usually 
illiterate and have little awareness 
about the country’s laws. 

Even by conservative estimates, 
there are several hundred thousand 
Nepali citizens living without a 
citizenship card in Nepal’s hills and 
plains. 

In 2010, UNDP's Livelihood 
Recovery for Peace (LRP) project 
began to work with some of these 
groups in some of the lowest 
performing districts in the Terai 
(southern plains). The project 
created awareness about the 

importance of citizenship card, vital 
registration, availability of 
government social welfare 
schemes, health and hygiene and 
ways to benefit from the state run 
programmes. 

The project works in poor pockets 
of 208 Village Development 
Committees today. Koshila Devi 
who has seen her life turn around 
had joined one of the several social 
groups formed with the help of the 
project. 

―Initially community members were 
very reluctant to join our groups,‖ 
says Hari Nandan Das Ranjan, a 
social mobiliser from the Dalit* 
community in Murtiya VDC of 
Sarlahi.  "In the beginning I really 
struggled to convene the group 
meetings because they would ask 
obvious questions like how would 
attending a meeting put food in their 
plate.‖ 

But now community members are 
responding well to the project’s 
activities. They have now 
understood that a citizenship card is 
essential to receive constitutional 
and legal rights as well as to ensure 
their access to resources and 
opportunities. 

Since last year, Koshila Devi’s 
daughter, twelve-year old 
Mansariya Devi Ram, has been 

receiving a Dalit scholarship worth 
Rs 200 a year after acquiring a birth 
certificate from the Village 
Development Committee.   

There is growing awareness today 
among these poor communities that 
citizenship card also entitles them 
for an old age pension and single 
women pension, among other 
services. This has led to a change 
of attitude among parents, who 
once couldn’t think beyond daily 
survival. Many of them now want 
their children to become teachers 
and other professionals. Some of 
them are also taking a more active 
role in the community, participating 
in management of their 
community’s educational and health 
facilities. 

Today, a total of 21,215 members, 
including Koshila Devi, from the 
vulnerable, excluded and 
economically deprived communities 
have been organized into 728 
community groups. In these groups 
community members are learning 
about toools available to them to 
access state services, while actively 
contributing to the development of 
their communities as well. 

The power of citizenship cards in Nepal 

Koshila Devi Malli with her citizenship card.  
 
Photo: Devendra Dhungana, UNDP Nepal 
 

UNDP 
SARLAHI, 31 Mar 2013 —  

Highlights: 

•A baseline survey conducted by 

UNDP LRP within the selected 

poverty pockets shows that the 

number of people obtaining 

citizenship has increased to 74% 

from 69%. The number could 

certainly go up, but the cross border 

marriage practices in the Terai 

makes it complicated to establish 

supporting documents to acquire a 

citizenship card for many families.  
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