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Opening Remarks, Dr Ruben F del Prado, FAO Representative, a.i. 
 
Kathmandu, 09 September 2013 --- On behalf of FAO Nepal, I welcome you to this three weeks’ Second Regional Field 
Epidemiology Training Programme for Veterinarians in SAARC countries. The first one was organized during Nov-Dec 2012.  
This training is meant to increase the competence of government agencies with field veterinarians to conduct effective and timely 
outbreak responses and surveillance, for existing and emerging infectious diseases. 
 
The Food and Agriculture Organisation of the United Nations’ main purpose is to help countries defeat hunger, by progressively 
ensuring a world in which all people, at all times, have sufficient safe and nutritious food that meets their dietary needs and food 
preferences, for an active and healthy life. 
 
FAO is driving economic and social progress for all with increased food production, enhanced rural development and sustainable 
livelihoods. For this, sustainable management and utilization of natural resources, land, water, air, climate and genetic resources, 
is instrumental, for the benefit of present and future generations 

 

The Asian livestock population has exhibited remarkable growth over the past 20 years, and now represents between 20-30% of 

the total GDP. This comes with increased risks to animal and human health from pathogens. It is precisely for this reason why 

SAARC started capacity building activities, especially in epidemiology and laboratory to improve disease investigation and 

surveillance, and promote harmonization of disease control approaches in the region.  

 
This course is conducted with instructors and mentors from the SAARC Regional Support Unit Regional Epidemiology Center, 
supported by experienced external resource persons from the FAO Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific, Dr David Castellan, and 
Dr. Sangeeta Rao from Colorado State University, in the USA. 

 
For realizing the implementation of the ‘One Health’ approach, of animal health-human health-ecosystem interactions, in 
responding to emerging and re-emerging infectious diseases, mostly of zoonotic nature, topics on the relevant subjects will be 
presented by representatives from WHO, UNICEF and the wildlife Department of the Government of Nepal. 
 
Prevention of the emergence and cross border spread of human and animal infectious diseases is a global public good, with 
benefits that extend to all countries, people and generations.  There is a need for inter-agency and inter-governmental 
partnerships that encourage shared responsibility and global solidarity in the control of human and animal diseases, while 
providing international support to member countries requesting assistance with human and animal disease control and 
eradication. 
 
On behalf of the United Nations System I wish you a good training that will result in your increased knowledge and skills to 
conduct effective and timely outbreak responses and surveillance, for existing and emerging infectious diseases in your respective 
countries. 
 
Let our food be nutritious, secure, and safe! 
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