
T 
he UN Country Team and 
the National Planning 
Commission on September 

6 signed the United Nations 
Development Assistance 
Framework (UNDAF). This was the 
culmination of a two year long 
process, which covered the breadth 
and depth of Nepal‘s development 
challenges.  

The starting point for the UNDAF was 
a country analysis that centered on 
the reasons why some people in 
Nepal have not experienced the 
same improvements as others. It 
examined the causes of their 
vulnerability and used this analysis to 
narrow down the issues which could 
potentially form the core of the UN‘s 
development efforts in Nepal. Both 
the profiles of vulnerable groups and 
an analysis of the causes of their 
vulnerability were taken to all corners 
of Nepal to invite comments and 
discuss the findings to ensure that 
they accurately reflect the situation 

on the ground. 

As a result, the UNDAF has a sharp 
focus on promoting equity and 
tackling vulnerability and most of 
the UN‘s work in the coming five 
years will tackle these goals head 
on. The UNDAF speaks to the 
needs of the most vulnerable and 
most disadvantaged communities. 
It seeks to work on improved 
access to basic essential social 
services, improved access to 
economic opportunities and social 
protection, greater self-confidence, 
respect and dignity amongst the 
discriminated, increased 
accountability and effective 
democratic governance by those in 
power. 

The UNDAF mentions 19 groups, 
but is not designed for them alone; 
they are the yardstick for how well 
the UN does its job. The basic 
premise is that if the UN can make 
a difference in the root causes for 
vulnerability in Nepal, it will effect 

positive changes for all, not only the 
vulnerable groups. The signing of 
the UNDAF is only the beginning of 
a long process and the actual 
success of the document will be 
judged on the difference it will make 
to Nepal and its citizens.  

More information on UNDAF are 
available on the UN Website:  
http://www.un.org.np/oneun/undaf 
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UN and NPC sign 5  
year framework 

NPC VC Dipendra Chettri and UN RCHC 
Robert Piper along with members of UNCT 
and NPC officials at the signing ceremony 
of UNDAF.  
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F 
oreign aid is under scrutiny worldwide in both 
the receiving and giving countries over its uses 
and abuses. In Nepal, too, the UN and other 

bilateral and multilateral organisations have made news 
in recent times, most notably, when the National 
Planning Commission objected to the language used by 
the UN in its assistance framework. To get a better 
understanding of the role aid plays, The Kathmandu 
Post‘s Dewan Rai and Gyanu Adhikari spoke with 
Robert Piper, the UN Resident and Humanitarian 
Coordinator. Excerpts: 

Can you give us an estimate of how much 
aid Nepal’s development partners bring 

every year? 

It‘s about one billion US dollars a year. About half 
comes from the two big banks—the World Bank and 
the Asian Development Bank. The rest is bilateral or 
from the UN. 

Do the donor’s priorities change when the 

government changes?  

The underlying priorities haven‘t changed in the five 
years I‘ve been here, despite the fact that we‘ve had 
five governments. It helps that there‘s been a three-
year plan. And that many of the underlying issues  are 
legislated, in a way, in the [Interim] Constitution, in the 
peace agreement and so forth. 

There’s a lot of discussion on development 
and ―aid with strings‖. What kind of 
conditions do donors put on the Nepal 

government? 

Increasingly, the government is asking donors to put 
their money through government-managed systems. 
This has been the big push over recent years. And 
about 70 percent of aid, according to government 
estimates, is coming through  government systems. 
This assertiveness of the government to manage the 
money themselves can  only be a good thing. So the 
biggest condition today is on the financial management 
of resources because donors are entrusting so much 
money to the government to manage directly. Fifteen 
years ago, most of the money was being managed 
directly by donors with different partners. 

There’s no policy conditionality? 

Once upon a time, around  the ‗Washington 
Consensus‘ there was a lot of conditionality about 
opening up markets, floating your currency and so on. 
Today there‘s much greater convergence between 
government‘s macroeconomic policy and the 
consensus position of the World Bank and  others. 
There isn‘t the kind of gap that you once had, where  
the donors were hitting the table to try and push the 
government to change policies. 

Talking about the UN, there was 
controversy about the language used in 
the new UN Development Assistance 

Framework (UNDAF). Comments? 

The new UNDAF departed from how earlier UNDAFs 
had been formulated. Instead of being organised 
around the traditional areas of work of the UN system—
agriculture, education, health—the new UNDAF follows 
an  analysis of who the most vulnerable groups are in 
this country and why they are vulnerable. This 
approach leads us naturally to some highly sensitive 
issues. 

The National Planning Commission didn’t 
want to include the phrase ―structural 
discrimination‖ in the UN document. What 
was the controversy over this particular 

phrase? 

The government‘s point was that it recognised there is 
still discrimination but that the challenge now is in 
implementation of measures, rather than questioning 
whether there are structures that are still deliberately 
continuing the discrimination. They wanted us to focus 
on implementing measures that the government has 
already identified to reverse these trends. 

You were also asked to reduce the number 

of vulnerable groups. 

There was only one group that was cut out of the 
UNDAF, a group we‘d identified in our analysis as 
people  at risk of statelessness. These are basically 
Nepali citizens unable to secure their citizenship 
papers. We believe there are a significant number of 
such people. The government told us it did not seek our 
assistance on this issue. They recognise that there‘s a 
problem but for them, it is a question simply of access 
to citizenship papers. They were particularly unhappy 
for these people to be characterised as ‗stateless‘. The 
government also didn‘t want us to focus on religious 
minorities, particularly  the Muslim community. They 

Interview in The Kathmandu Post  
KATHMANDU, 1 Oct — 

Social inclusion is not a 

donor agenda 
Robert Piper 
UN Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator 



3 | UN IN NEPAL | August 2012  WWW.UN.ORG.NP | KATHMANDU.UNIC.ORG 

asked us  to leave it more open to capture these and 
other groups. 

What happens when there is a difference 
over priorities between the government 
and the donors on where to invest the 

money? 

If you think money is the main problem, you haven‘t 
understood Nepal‘s development challenges. Even if 
you think technical expertise is the main problem, 
you‘ve missed the point. That might have been the 
case 20 years ago but the story today is different. 
There‘s plenty of money around, and there‘s lots of 
expertise. Nepal has moved on, and we‘re coming 
down to a much shorter list of complex  development 
issues that are often political, social or cultural. 

Are you saying Nepal doesn’t need aid 

money or expertise anymore? 

You still need donor aid targeted to the right issues. 
The task is to match Nepal‘s needs and the donor‘s 
expertise. The role of the Ministry of Finance is to find 
that match. If you take UNICEF, for example, it‘s good 
at some things and not at others. So you want to 
channel UNICEF‘s expertise, for example, to water and 
sanitation, nutrition, education and child protection. 

But you just said Nepal doesn’t need 
money or expertise from donors, so why 

does Nepal need UNICEF? 

You need organisations like UNICEF to deal with some 
of the issues beyond just cash and technical expertise. 
These include quality of services, coordination among 
different parts of the government, social issues—the 
situation of Muslim girls, for example, and their access 
to education. These are difficult policy issues for any 
country, and there‘s a lot an organisation like UNICEF 
can offer. 

Let’s follow the money trail a little. A lot of 
aid goes back to the donor country 
through consultancies and contractors. 

True? 

This is an outdated criticism that stems from an age 
when most aid money was delivered through 
companies or NGOs of that donor. Seventy percent of 
Nepal‘s aid money is now going through the 
government budget. So unless the government is 
purchasing those services from the donor country, that 
money is not finding its way back. 

In your experience, is the donor money 
driven by humanitarian concerns, or are 
there economic and strategic interests 

involved? 

Bilateral donors, governments, are naturally there to 
promote the interests of their country. But it‘s also in the 
interests of these countries, for example, to reduce 
poverty and reduce infectious diseases around the 

planet. There‘s a range of motivations behind every aid 
dollar but plenty of mutual interest between donor and 
recipient. 

What do you think about the recent 

criticisms of the donor community? 

I hear the growing criticisms of the development 
community on social inclusion. When I arrived five 
years ago, it was very much a Nepali project to tackle 
social exclusion and discrimination. It‘s only in the last 
six to twelve months that this has apparently  become 
an ‗international project‘. 

How did inclusion come to be seen as a 

foreign project, as you say? 

You need to ask some of these people who are 
throwing these accusations around about why suddenly 
it‘s the UN that is introducing concepts such as 
‗structural discrimination‘ to the debate. These ideas 
are all over the government documents.  It‘s a small but 
vocal minority of people who seem to be backing away 
from these ideals. Much of it may be coming from an 
understandable anxiety about the risks involved in 
tackling such sensitive issues like identity and social 
inclusion. But accusing internationals of pushing these 
issues is misplaced. 

The critics say the donor community is 
good at pointing out problems but poor at 
helping solve them, that they are 
aggravating the fault lines in Nepali 

society. 

Here‘s the long term vision statement for the current 
three-year development plan for Nepal. ―All forms of 
discrimination and inequality [Piper reads] such as 
legal, social, cultural, linguistic, religious, economic, 
ethnic, physical, gender and regional will be ended from  
society.‖ This is not my idea. It‘s not a foreign agenda. 
When your leaders sat down and wrote the 
Comprehensive Peace Agreement, they offered a 
profound analysis there as well of what led Nepal into 
10 years of unrest and mapped the journey out. Again, 
social inclusion figures prominently. And if you talk to 
Tharus, Madhesis or Janajati leaders, they would be 
deeply offended by the proposition that it took the donor 
community to come, identify their problems, and 
become their champion. So the idea that we‘re 
aggravating fault lines is absurd. 

The argument goes something like this: 
hypothetically, if Australia had lots of 
foreign donors, and they advocated 
federalising it along identity-based states, 

how would Australians take that? 

I don‘t know. But you show me evidence of any 
development partner, certainly not the UN in Nepal, 
promoting the idea of identity-based federalism. We 
have never, ever, taken a position on what specific form 
of federalism is right for Nepal.  We all accept that 
moving to a federal model is enshrined in the [Interim] 
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Constitution. Whether you like it or not, the idea is here 
to stay. 

Do you think it’s fair to say that donor aid 

empowers some groups relative to others? 

If you look at the history of aid Nepal, you‘ll find 
examples of projects that empowered the poor, Dalits, 
women, people in the Far-West, and yes, projects that 
empowered indigenous groups. You won‘t find too 
many projects aimed at empowering Brahmins. It‘s 
explainable by a shared understanding of who are the 
disadvantaged communities of this country. Frankly, if 

the government is going to execute policies that are 
sincere about addressing disadvantage, it too has to 
make these kind of targeting choices.  

How do you see the future of aid in Nepal? 

Development partners are in a hurry to see Nepal 
graduate from its LDC status. The UN has been here 
for 60 years. How long are we planning to be around as 
development partners? Is it another 60 years? At this 
stage, we really should have a clear exit strategy. 

“During the many years I worked for 
justice and the realisation of human 
rights around the world, I have seen 
that both the failure to combat 
impunity and the denial of justice 
only served to encourage further 
serious violations. I therefore offer 
this Report and the accompanying 
TJRA to the Government and 
people of Nepal, to assist them in 
their essential endeavour of 
building a sustainable foundation 
for peace and recovery from 
Nepal’s violent and tragic conflict.”  

— Navi Pillay, United Nations High 
Commissioner for Human Rights  

Between 1996 and 2006, an 
internal conflict between the 
Government of Nepal and the 
Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist) 
(CPN (Maoist)) left at least 13,000 
people dead and 1,300 missing. By 
signing the Comprehensive Peace 
Accord on 21 November 2006, the 
Government of Nepal and the CPN 

(Maoist) committed to establishing 
the truth about the conduct of the 
war and to ensuring the victims of 
the conflict receive both justice and 
reparations. To that end, the 
Comprehensive Peace Accord 
references commitments to form 
two transitional justice mechanisms: 
a Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission and a Commission on 
Disappeared Persons. 

The Nepal Conflict Report 
documents and analyses the major 
categories of conflict-related 
violations of international human 
rights law and international 
humanitarian law that took place in 
Nepal from February 1996 to 21 
November 2006. 

By contributing to the 
documentation and compilation of 
serious violations of human rights 
and international humanitarian law 
committed in Nepal during the 
conflict, the Report aims to assist 

the People of Nepal to realize a 
transitional justice strategy, to 
combat the prevailing impunity and 
to enable the conflict‘s many victims 
to obtain justice. 

The Core Messages of the Nepal 
Conflict Report Under international 
law, the Government of Nepal has a 
fundamental obligation to 
investigate and prosecute serious 
violations of international human 
rights law and international 
humanitarian law that were 
committed during the conflict.  

Detail Report: http://www.ohchr.org/
EN/Countries/AsiaRegion/Pages/
NepalConflictReport.aspx  

The Nepal Conflict Report 

Candles at the Maiti Ghar Mandala form the 
number 13,246, the official count of Nepalis 
killed as at May 2006.  
Photo: Ram Prasad Humagai 

Download the report:  
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/
Countries/NP/
OHCHR_Nepal_Conflict_Report2
012.pdf 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Countries/AsiaRegion/Pages/NepalConflictReport.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Countries/AsiaRegion/Pages/NepalConflictReport.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Countries/AsiaRegion/Pages/NepalConflictReport.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Countries/NP/OHCHR_Nepal_Conflict_Report2012.pdf
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Countries/NP/OHCHR_Nepal_Conflict_Report2012.pdf
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Countries/NP/OHCHR_Nepal_Conflict_Report2012.pdf
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Countries/NP/OHCHR_Nepal_Conflict_Report2012.pdf
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W 
FP Nepal has introduced 
Tablet PCs for field 
monitor staff to help them 

collect in-depth information about 
food security across the country, 
replacing the use of Personal 
Digital Assistant (PDAs) and 
satellite phones. This is part of an 
overall system upgrade of WFP 
Nepal‘s real-time information 
management system called eWIN. 

Thirty-five WFP field monitors, who 
are based in different parts of 
Nepal, were provided with Tablet 
PCs in July of this year to help 
achieve efficient data collection and 
processing from the field. 

By collecting and providing vital real
-time information about the food 
security status of the most 
vulnerable in the country, WFP field 
monitors help ensure that these 
communities receive the right food 
at the right time. Walking is often 
the only mode of transport in 
remote areas of the Himalayas 
bordering Tibet where they face 

very difficult conditions, including 
isolation, adverse weather and 
altitudes above 4,000 meters. 
These monitors serve as the 
backbone of the Nepal Food 
Security Monitoring System 
(NeKSAP), the most 
comprehensive data collection and 
field surveillance system in Nepal. 

During the handing over ceremony, 
Deputy Country Director Nicolas 
Oberlin expressed his expectations 
that the new technology would be 
―extremely convenient‖ to work with. 
―The field monitors work in difficult 
circumstances and we are pleased 
to provide them with the best tool to 
make their work easier,‖ he said. 

Work Made Easy With Technology 

The tablet PC is a versatile tool that 
supports pen navigation, enabling 
the user to write text directly on the 
screen which can later on be 
printed. It combines the best 
features of paper, notebook PCs 
and PDAs, revolutionizing the way 
field monitors work -- now it is 
easier to capture, access and use 
information wherever the job takes 
them. The tablets also have GPS, 
SIM slot, wireless connectivity and 

multi-media capabilities. It runs on 
Windows 7 which allows the field 
monitors to use Microsoft Office 
applications and e-mails so that 
they can remain connected with the 
office while working in some of the 
remotest parts of the country. 

―Over the years, technology and 
infrastructure have developed 
rapidly and the system that we were 
using (PDAs and Satellite phones) 
was getting obsolete. There was a 
pressing need to upgrade the entire 
system,‖ said Mariko Kawabata, 
Head of the WFP Nepal‘s Food 
Security Monitoring and Analysis 
Unit (FSMAU). 

―WFP Nepal has built a unique 
capacity and experience of 
collecting and processing real-time 
information from remote parts of the 
country. We are confident that the 
use of the new technology will be 
instrumental to achieve a greater 
accuracy, consistency and 
timeliness of the information 
collected from the field.‖ 

WFP 
KATHMANDU, 30 Sept — 

Nepal Field Monitors: 

From PDAs To Tablet PCs 

In July 2012, the Food Security Monitoring 
and Analysis Unit  in Nepal replaced its field 
monitors' PDAs and satellite phones with 
tablets to improve the way they collect data. 
The monitors have been playing a critical 
role in providing real-time, house-by-house 
data on food security in heavily isolated 
areas since 2002.  
 
Photo: WFP/Deepesh Shrestha  
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In Nepal, the WFP field monitors 
have been an unparalleled source 
of grassroots information on food 
security. They collect extensive 
data/information at household and 
community levels covering a wide 
range of thematic areas such as 
socio-economic and agro-ecological 
contexts, food supplies, markets, 
livelihoods, coping strategies, 
nutrition, health, education, etc. The 
data is then transmitted to a 
database system in Kathmandu 
which can be accessed instantly 
and analyzed by the FSMAU staff in 

the Country Office. 

Inputs from field monitors have 
been an important source for WFP 
to identify the most food-insecure 
population, contributing to the 
achievement of effective targeting 
and design of the right type of 
interventions. Information from 
them have also been used by 
various stakeholders including UN 
agencies, donors and policy makers 
in designing and monitoring 
different food security programme 
and has helped provide early 

warning in various contexts 
including natural disasters, food 
price increases and political 
instability, facilitating a timely 
intervention by relevant 
stakeholders. 

―We are all thankful to the country 
office for providing us this powerful 
tool, with the best technology to 
work with. We are encouraged to 
work even better,‖ said Raju 
Chhetri, one of the field monitors.   

T 
he UN Information 
Centre (UNIC) in 
Kathmandu lead an e-

Library project on behalf of the 
UN inter-agency IT Taskforce 
(IAITTF) in Nepal that left smiles 

and invigorated students in its 
wake.  

Within the cultural city of 
Bhaktapur, students at Samaj 
Sudhar Secondary School worked 

without computers or any other 
modern equipment. 

As part of an ICT for Development 
project, the UN System in Nepal 
and NGO "Help Nepal" donated five 
reconditioned computers, provided 
logistical support and launched an 
e-Library at the public school, which 
goes through grade 10.  

The project not only added value in 
terms of learning, but the 
computers — donated by UN WFP 
— have also motivated the students 
and instilled a sense of pride. 

IAITTF is a group of UN IT focal 
points in Nepal mandated to do IT 
research for development and 
business operations and to provide 
appropriate IT advice to 
management.  

UNIC prepared a documentary on 
the project that can be viewed here: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=06e0oz_R1VY 

UN brings students into 

cyberspace 

Girl students learning in computer at Samaj 
Sudhar Secondary School.  
 
Photo: Rajendra Man Banepali / UNIC 

UN New Web 
Report of the Secretary-General on the work of the 
Organization (A/67/1) 
English: http://undocs.org/A/67/1 
The Report of the Secretary-General on the Work of the 
Organization to the 67h session of the General 
Assembly is now available. In introducing the report the 
Secretary-General notes that: ―The world has changed 
dramatically since the signing of the Declaration by the 
United Nations. The global community is facing a whole 
new set of global threats. These include the adverse 
impact of climate change, rising inequities within and 
across populations, resource scarcity, the rapid spread 
of infectious disease and terrorism. Our Members have 
made it perfectly clear that they believe that the United 
Nations has the legitimacy, scope, depth of expertise 

and global convening power needed to tackle these 
Herculean tasks.‖  
The annex of report includes ―Millennium Development 
Goals, targets and indicators, 2012: statistical tables‖. 
 
UN News Centre – redesigned website 
English: http://www.un.org/news/ 
 
International Small Arms Control Standards 
(ISACS) 
http://www.un-casa-isacs.org 
 
Booklet on LGBT equality: Born Free and Equal 
(OHCHR) 
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Publications/
BornFreeAndEqualLowRes.pdf 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=06e0oz_R1VY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=06e0oz_R1VY
http://undocs.org/A/67/1
English:%20http://www.un.org/news/
http://www.un-casa-isacs.org
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If you ask a young woman from a 
small village in the Bajura district – 
let‘s call her Kamala–why it would 
be good for her to learnto read and 
write, she will probably say: 
―Because I would finally understand 
what is written on the medicine that 
my little son has to take.  And I 
could go alone to the bank and sign 
the receiptfor the money that my 
husband sends us from Dubai.‖It is 
most unlikely that Kamala would 
say: ―Because I want to fully 
participate in Nepal‘s peace 
process‖. 

But thecorrelation between literacy 
and peace is strong.   

There are at least three good 
reasons for helping the women in 
Bajura, where only nine out of a 
hundred can read and write, and 
the many other illiterate women and 
men in Nepal, become  literate so 
that they can participate in Nepal‘s 
transition to democracy and peace. 

First, people must be literate to 
enjoy their human right of basic 
education and the adventure of 
learning.  Illiterate people 
cannotbenefit from the power of 
education to transform the lives of 
people. Education allows them to 
broaden critical thinking, make 
informed choices and become 
agents of change and actors of 
peace.Literacy is not merely the 
skill to read and write, it is a 
transformational process that 
empowers individuals. 

Second, women and men need to 

be able to read and write to 
effectively engage with democratic 
institutions, to make choices, 
exercise citizenship rights and act 
for the common good. The 
consolidation of democracy 
requires people‘s participation; only 
then a countrycan be brought closer 
to peace.  

Third, literacy facilitates conflict 
resolution, social cohesion and 
peace building. Paulo Freire‘s 
concept of adult literacy relates the 
literacy process to the lived reality 
of individuals and to their own 
transformation. For Freire ‗the word 
is not something static or 
disconnected from men‘s existential 
experience, but is a dimension of 
their thought–language about the 
world‖.  As literacy always 
meanslearning about the world, it is 
about intercultural understanding, 
tolerance and respect.  

Countries withpatterns of violence 
have some of the lowest literacy 
rates in the world. Conflictremains 
one of the major barriers to the 
attainment of the Education for All 
(EFA)and Millennium Development 
Goals. Conflict-affected countries 
are hometo over 40% of the world‘s 
out-of-school population of primary 
school age. 

No country can hope to establish 
lasting conditions for peace unless 
it finds ways of building mutual trust 
between its citizens. Inclusive 
education promotes mutual 
understanding, respect, tolerance 
and dialogue. Literacy opens new 
opportunities and skills for all. 
Amidst political upheaval and 
violence, literacy and education 
must be priority in peace-building 
agendas.  

Many people in Nepal recognize 
that the country‘s democratic and 
peaceful future depends upon 
informed and knowledgeable 
people, fully aware of their rights 
and responsibilities.  Many believe 
that it is crucial to eradicate 

illiteracy in order to plant the seeds 
of peace, foster dialogue and 
reconciliation, and give youth and 
adults the skills they need to seek 
decent employment. 

The reality is that too many of 
Nepal‘s girls and boys, women and 
men are still excluded to reap the 
benefits of literacy.According to 
most recent figures, more than 43 
percent of people in Nepal, who are 
15 years old or older, lack basic 
literacy and numeracy skills, the 
majority being girls and women.The 
disparity between male and female 
literacy rate is extremely high, with 
male literacy rate at 71.6 percent 
and female literacy rate at only 44.5 
percent.  According to the 
Education for All Global Monitoring 
Report 2011, out of 7.6 million adult 
illiterates in Nepal, 67 percent are 
female (almost 5.1 million).  
Besides, a great number of primary 
and lower secondary school age 
children are also missing out on 
their right to an education, running 
the risk of creating a new 
generation of illiterates.    

Nepal urgently needs increased 
political commitment to literacy 
backed by adequate resources to 
scale up effective programmes. 
Efforts undertaken in the past are 
laudable, yet insufficient.  The soon 
to be launched ―Literate Nepal 
Mission‖ that has the ambitious goal 
to eradicate illiteracy by 2015 holds 
many promises. The UN Country 
Team, through the United Nations 
Development Assistance 
Framework 2013-2017 is set to 
work with the government to 
eradicate the root causes of the 
high vulnerability of illiterate people 
and it will continue to support the 
Ministry of Education to plan and 
implement literacy programmes.  

This year‘s International Literacy 
Day is dedicated to ―cultivating 
peace‖. It provides a great 
opportunity to promote the 
importance of literacy for social 
inclusion that the Comprehensive 

UNESCO 
KATHMANDU, 30 Sept — 

What has Peace to do with 

Literacy?  
By Axel Plathe 
Head of Office and UNESCO Representative to Nepal 

op ed 
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N 
epal celebrates 
International Literacy Day, 
day after tomorrow, on 8 

September.  The Day, that is every 
year observed worldwide with a 
view to increasing everyone‘s 
attention to literacy, focus this year 
on ―Cultivating Peace‖, highlighting 
the role that literacy plays in 
shaping more sustainable, just and 
peaceful societies.  

Nepal‘s challenges to fully reap the 
benefits literacy for peace and 
social cohesion are great. Although 
Nepal has made important progress 
to decrease the number of illiterates 
over the past years, thereare still 
too many girls and boys, women 

and men, who can neither read nor 
write.  According to recent reports,  
the Nepal Living Standards Survey 
2010-2011 (NLSS- III) has found 
out that  Nepal has an adult literacy 
rate of 56.6 percent with a huge 
variation between men and 
women . While male literacy rate is 
71.6 percent, it is only 44.5 percent 
for women, revealing Gender Parity 
Index (GPI) at 0.62, with women 
still lagging behind men by more 
than 27 percentage points. 
According to the Education for All 
Global Monitoring Report 2011, out 
of 7.6 million adult illiterates in 
Nepal, 67 per cent are female.  

On 8 September, the UNESCO 
Office in Kathmandu will join the 
Non Formal Education Center 
(NFEC) of the  Ministry of 

Education to celebrate the Day with 
various activities. It will support the 
NFEC in organizing a special radio 
news bulletin on literacy and a radio 
interaction programme among neo- 
literates, literacy experts and 
managerson highlighting in the 
importance of literacy on cultivating 
peace on 7, 8 and 9 September, 
2012.  Both will be broadcast 
through 65 FM radio stations 
throughout the country under the 
Ujayalo 90 network. It is expected 
that the special radio news bulletin 
and interaction programmewill 
emphasize the importance of 
curbing the high number of illiterate 
people in Nepal as a powerful 
contribution to national prosperity 
and building peace in the country.  
In addition, the UNESCO 
Kathmandu Office jointly with the 
TamsipakhaCommunity Learning 
Center and Community Learning 
Center Forum, Nepal will observe 
the Day to highlight the importance 
of Cultivating Peace.  

UNESCO will also support the 
Ministry of Education to publish a 
special edition of its Literacy and 
Non-formal Education Bulletin 
andparticipate in the exhibition of 
literacy and NFE material organized 
by the Ministry.  UNESCO also 
partners with the 
TamsipakhaCommunity Learning 
Centre and the Community 
Learning Centre Forum in their 
celebration of International Literacy 
Day 2012 by organizing an essay 
competition among neo literates 
and oratory competition among 
secondary school students on 
―Grand Ma,Grand Pa, now it is your 
turn to be literate‖ 

Peace Agreement defines as at the 
heart of the peace process.   

Basanti, an ex combatant from 
Hetauda, who learned basic literacy 
and numerical skills as part of an 
UN Interagency Rehabilitation 
Programme, can testify how 
strongly literacy and peace are 
interconnected.  She changed her 
condition from an illiterate ex-

combatant to a literate business 
woman. ―I now can independently 
count and deal with money 
transactions and my small carpet 
business in Kathmandu flourishes‖ 
she says. 

Basanti and Kamala, the young 
women from Hetauda and Bajura, 
will probably agree that reading and 
writing not only makes their daily 

life easier, but that it helps themto 
play their very unique 
andabsolutelyirreplaceable roles in 
Nepal‘s transition to democracy and 
peace. 

UNESCO 
KATHMANDU, 6 Sept —  

UNESCO celebrates 

International Literacy 

Day in Nepal  

women-literacy-class.jpg. Caption: Women 
in  a literacy class.  
 
Photo: UNESCO 



9 | UN IN NEPAL | August 2012  WWW.UN.ORG.NP | KATHMANDU.UNIC.ORG 

Under the banner of "Changing 
Cities Building Opportunities", 
Nepal joined hands with global 
community in celebrating World 
Habitat Day, 2012 on October 1st 
this year. UN-Habitat and Ministry 
of Urban Development, 
Government of Nepal together with 
partner agencies hosted a 
programme in Kathmandu to mark 
WHD 2012. Mr. Deependra 
Bahadur Kshetry, Vice-chairman, 
National Planning Commission 
inaugurated the programme. During 
the programme Bhimeswor 
Municipality was awarded for its 
best performance among the 58 
municipalities in the year 2012. 
Compendium of Sanitation Systems 
and Technologies was launched in 
the programme. Key note speaker 
Mr. Madhab Mathema presented 
the urban trend in Nepal in last 50 
years and observed the political 
nature of planning and the technical 
imperativeness that dominates our 
urban plans stand side-by-side but 
yet to meet. Therefore the physical 
plans we prepare need to be 
integrated with the programming 
process that municipalities undergo 
every now and then. 

Marking World Habitat Day 2012, 
Oct-1, UN-Habitat, Nepal in 
coordination with Government of 
Nepal (GoN) and various other 
stakeholders conducted various 

kinds of activities in Nepal as this 
year‘s theme since one month prior. 
Children‘s Drawing Competition 
was organized in which 275 
students of 4, 5 and 6th grade from 
21 schools sent their drawing on 
the topic given by the UN-Habitat 
Regional Office for Asia and Pacific 
entitled, ―This is how I change my 
city to make it better‖. Seven of 
them were awarded on October 1, 
2012.  

Workshop on Urban Regeneration 
in collaboration was conducted on 
September 16, 2012. Public and 
Private sector participation was well 
appreciated on the event. 
―Government partnership is very 
crucial for effective project 
implementation and enhancement 
of private sector participation.‖ 
Chief Gust for the event Mr. Kishore 
Thapa, Secretary, Ministry of Urban 
Development said, ―There should 
always have profit as well as loss 
commitment for effective 
partnership, which should be 
followed by government through 
some effective means in coming 
days. Only then the real public 
private partnership we can make 
with private sectors for change‖.  

Similarly, Media journalists were 
also sensitized on the current urban 
issues of Kathmandu City through 
orientation and field visit from Teku 
settlement to Maha-bouddha city 
core area on September 25, 2012. 
During the visits the journalists 

were shown the condition of urban 
poor people working in informal 
sector. During the walk the 
reporters observed urban poor 
status, road safely issues, water 
management practices by the local 
communities, home based workers‘ 
economy, local women 
entrepreneurship ideas, disaster 
risk status and factors of city core 
Furthermore, in order to explore the 
possibilities and share ideas and 
technologies among stakeholders, 
two days‘ exhibition took place in 
DUDBC premises in which 16 
different stalls from various sixteen 
governmental authorities, Non-
Governmental Organizations and 
others including UN-Habitat were 
exhibited from September 30 to 
October 1, 2012 

In addition, With the slogan, 
"Women and adolescent girls 
should be free from harassment on 
Public Places‖, a week long ―Safety 
Booth Campaign‖ was initiated on 
various parts of Kathmandu Valley 
from September 26 to October 2, 
2012. Policy makers, policy 
influencers, students and general 
public showed their written 
commitments, resulting to the 
collection of more then 100 
petitions. Likewise, In order to 
inform objectives and events of 
World Habitat Day-2012 to 
journalists from Nepal, press meet 
was organized on September 28, 
2012.  

UN-HABITAT 
KATHMANDU, 30 Sept —  

Marking World Habitat 

Day 2012 in Nepal 

UN-Habitat and Ministry of Urban 
Development, Government of Nepal 
together with partner agencies 
participanting a programme in Kathmandu 
to mark World Habitat Day 2012.  
 
Photo: UN-HABITAT 
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will build a world free of poverty." Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon  
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