
United Nations in Nepal  

U 
nited Nations Secretary-
General Ban Ki-moon has 
announced the appointment 

of Gyan Chandra Acharya of Nepal 
as Under-Secretary-General and 
High Representative for the Least 
Developed Countries, Landlocked 
Developing Countries and Small 
Island Developing States.  Mr. 
Acharya will replace Cheick Sidi 
Diarra, to whom the Secretary-
General is grateful for his dedicated 
service and achievements. 

Currently Permanent 
Representative of Nepal to the 
United Nations, Mr. Acharya has 
contributed since 2009, as Chair of 
the Global Coordination Bureau of 

the Group of Least Developed 
Countries, to the successful 
conclusion of the Fourth United 
Nations Conference on the Least 
Developed Countries and the follow
-up process.  He was also closely 
involved in the 2010 Millennium 
Development Goals midterm review 
process and the United Nations 
Conference on Sustainable 
Development (Rio+20), held 
recently in Rio de Janiero, Brazil. 

Mr. Acharya brings to the position 
29 years of experience in 
diplomatic service involving the 
articulation and promotion of 
bilateral, regional and global issues.  
Over the last several years, in 
various capacities, he has been 

consistently highlighting, 
advocating for and projecting the 
interests and concerns of the least 
developed countries, landlocked 
developing countries and small 
island developing States. 

With a focus on sensitizing the 
international community to 
challenges and opportunities in 
those countries, Mr. Acharya has 
contributed to mainstreaming the 
issues of countries in special 
situations into the global 
development agenda.  He is 
currently a member of the Bureau 
of Landlocked Developing 
Countries and Chair of the 
Commission on Social 
Development.  From 2010 t0 2011, 
he served as Chair of the 
Peacebuilding Commission’s 
Working Group on Lessons 
Learned. 
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New York, 14 August — 

Secretary-General appoints Gyan 
Chandra Acharya of Nepal High 
Representative for Least 
Developed, Landlocked 
Developing, Small Island States 

Gyan Chandra Acharya (left), new 
Permanent Representative of Nepal to the 
United Nations, presents his credentials to 
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon. 
 
- File Photo 
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T 
he UN Youth Trainees 
placed in various UN 
agencies celebrated 

International Youth Day 2012, in 
cooperation with UN Information 
Centre (UNIC), in the UN 
Conference Hall. The programme 
was marked with a half day event 
consisting of  two short impressive 
drama staged by the trainees 
themselves and by a youth group 
led by Ram Babu Regmi depicting 

the challenges faced by youths in 
Nepal which covered issues of 
unemployment, drug abuse, 
migration, HIV/AIDS, domestic 
violence and gender discrimination.  

On the occasion, the youths were 
also engaged in an interaction 
programme and panel discussion 
on ― Involvement of Youth in Local 
and National Governance‖ involving 
the Joint Secretary of Ministry of 
Youth and Sports Mr. Shantiram 
Sharma, youth activist Pradip 
Pariyar and youth expert from 

UNFPA Babu Ram Pant.  

The United Nations in Nepal has 
been organizing UN Traineeship 
program since 2011 to capacitate 
the dynamic youths of marginalized 
communities to support the 
development of their professional 
skills. This year, as a second batch 
of trainees, UN has received 22 UN 
Trainees who are deployed in 
different UN agencies. 

Each year on August 12, UN has 
been marking International Youth 
Day. The theme for 2012 is 
―Building a Better World, Partnering 
with Youth‖.  

UNIC 
KATHMANDU, 28 August — 

UN Trainees mark 

International Youth Day 

UN trainees staging a drama in the UN 
Conference Hall. 
 
Photo: UNIC 

(From Left:) Youth activist Pradip Pariyar, Joint Secretary of Ministry of Youth and Sports Shantiram Sharma, UNFPA youth export Babu Ram 
Pant, and UN Trainee Ratnesh Sah at a panel discussion on International Youth Day.   
Photo: UNIC 
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A 
 delegation of 
representatives from the 
United States Department 

of Agriculture (USDA), the Ministry 
of Education, the Deutsche 
Gesellschaft für Internationale 
Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) and the 
United Nations World Food 
Programme (WFP) have recently 
completed a field-visit mission in 
Dadeldhura and Bajhang districts in 
the far-western region to observe 
activities under the School Feeding 
Programme.  

The visit followed a generous US$6 
million (Rs. 536.58 million) annual 
contribution for three consecutive 
years (2011-2013) made by the 
USDA through McGovern-Dole 
International Food for Education 
and Child Nutrition grant to WFP’s 
School Feeding Programme in 

Nepal. The funding will be used to 
provide mid-day meals for 210,000 
children at 1800 pre-primary and 
primary schools in 11 districts of the 
mid- and far-western regions.  

―WFP is very grateful for the 
generous support provided by the 
United States to the School Meals 
Programme in Nepal,‖ said Nicolas 
Oberlin, Deputy Country 
Representative for WFP Nepal. 
―This support comes at a critical 
time, when resources are scarce, to 
promote improved health and 
education for young school children 
in the most food-insecure areas of 
Nepal. WFP combines the school 
meals programme with 
infrastructure development, to 
significantly improve the learning 
environment and have a greater 
impact for quality education and 
better performance.‖ 

During the mission, the officials 
visited three schools – Selaling 
Primary School in Dadeldhura, 

Shivabhawani Primary School and 
Kalika Bhagawati Primary School - 
in Bajhang district. The mission 
attended the inauguration of a new 
school building at Kalika Bhagawati 
Primary School. They also took part 
in the preparation and distribution of 
mid-day meals to children and 
spent time with the local authorities 
and the communities to witness the 
positive impact of the programme. 

―I am very pleased to see that the 
United States Department of 
Agriculture support is helping 
thousands of school children in 
rural villages of Nepal receive the 
nutrition they need to pursue their 
studies and increase their ability to 
learn keeping hunger at bay,‖ said 
Mary Allen, Head of the USDA 
McGovern Dole mission. 

Under the USDA McGovern-Dole 
funded School Support Programme, 
in collaboration with GIZ and the 
Government of Nepal, WFP is 

WFP 
KATHMANDU, 31 August — 

US Boost for School 

Feeding Programme in 

Nepal 

Students of Shivabhawani Primary School 
in Tallabhatada village, Bajhang district, 
preparing to welcome the joint delegation of 
the United States Department of 
Agriculture, the Ministry of Education, the 
GIZ and WFP during a field visit mission to 
observe activities of School Feeding 
Programme.   
 
Photo: WFP/Deepesh Shrestha  
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supporting activities 
such as the 
construction of school 
building and compound 
walls, ground-levelling, 
the use of smokeless 
cooking stoves and the 
upgrading of paths 
children take to walk to 
school. The projects are 
designed to improved 
school infrastructure 
and create a more 
conducive learning 
environment for the 
schoolchildren 

―We are delighted to 
work closely with WFP 
and GIZ in the school 
meals programme and 
building school 
infrastructures in 
remote areas of Nepal. 
WFP’s support has 
been vital to the 
Government of Nepal’s 
efforts to provide better 
access to education for 
poor children, including 
those belonging to 
underprivileged 
communities, and 
improve their lives and nutritional 
status,‖ said Kishore Thapa, 
Secretary at the Ministry of 
Education. 

―The 63 schools under this project 
will offer basic education to more 
than 9,000 students. Experience 
shows that girls and children from 

extremely poor families 
are particularly 
encouraged to enroll, if 
proper school facilities are 
available nearby," said 
Claudia Maier, 
Programme Manager, 
GIZ-Improvement of 
Livelihoods in Rural 
Areas.  

WFP’s school lunches are 
a lifeline for families 
trapped in hunger and 
poverty. The daily school 
meals provide a strong 
incentive for poor parents 
to send their children to 
school and help the 
children to focus on their 
studies. Educated 
children are likely to be 
strong and healthy adults 
who raise well-nourished 
children, breaking the 
cycle of hunger.  

Around 3.5 million people 
are currently considered 
to be food-insecure in 
Nepal and 41 percent of 
the population is 
estimated to be 

undernourished. WFP plans to 
provide food assistance to over one 
million people in the country this 
year. 

T 
he United National Peace 
Fund for Nepal (UNPFN) 
opened applications for its 

new funding round on 24 August 
2012 to UN agencies in Nepal, 
which can apply for funding 
individually or jointly. The deadline 
to submit concept notes is 16 
October 2012.  

The UNPFN currently has up to $10 
million available for allocation in this 

Funding Round. 

At the core of the next funding 
round is an allocation of $ 8 million 
from the global United Nations 
Peacebuilding Fund, with the 
remaining funds being made 
available from generous 
contributions by the UNPFN’s 
bilateral donor (including the 
Government of Denmark).  

UNPFN funds in this round will be 
directed to a number of areas to 
help consolidate the peace in 
Nepal, including: improving policing; 

support to the justice system; 
promoting dialogue and conflict 
transformation; supporting 
movement on constitution making 
and land reform; and reinforcing 
national efforts to address inclusion, 
the needs of women and conflict 
affected children. 

The UN Resident and Humanitarian 
Coordinator in Nepal, Robert Piper, 
earlier had noted the need of 
consolidating and building on the 
important achievements in the 
peace process to-date. ―As we saw 
in late May, some of the most 
difficult and sensitive issues of the 
peace process are still ahead of 
Nepal. At this uncertain juncture, 
we will target these resources 
towards interventions that will help 
move the peacebuilding process 
forward‖ said Mr Piper.  

UNPFN 
KATHMANDU, 24 August— 

UNPFN announces new 

funding round for UN 

agencies in Nepal 

―The 63 schools under this project 

will offer basic education to more 

than 9,000 students. Experience 

shows that girls and children from 

extremely poor families are 

particularly encouraged to enroll, 

if proper school facilities are 

available nearby," 

 

— Claudia Maier 
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T 
he fourth international 
folklore congress recently 
concluded in Kathmandu. 

―Folklore and Folklife Studies:  
Special Focus on Intangible 
Cultural Heritage‖ was the theme of 
the event which the Nepali Folklore 
Society (NFS) organized from 17 to 
19 August 2012with support from 
various institutions including the 
Ministry of Culture, Tourism and 
Civil Aviation and the UNESCO 
Office in Kathmandu.   

The congress gathered more than 
hundred practitioners and national 
and international experts and 
researchers who presented papers 
on different thematic areas and 
addressed many crucial 
issues,fundamental and new 
theoretical approaches and good 
practicesrelated to folklore in South-
Asian context with special reference 
to Nepal.  

The congress also encompassed 
an exhibition of eight different 
ethnic communities based on field 
work carried out by the NFS. An 
international poetry recitation and 
folk-performance on the occasion of 
the birth-centenary of the Nepali 
poet Siddhicharan Shrestha was 
also part of the congress. 

Because folklore forms part of the 
heritage of humanity, national and 
international actions for its 
safeguarding is crucial. The 

UNESCO Convention for the 
Safeguarding of the Intangible 
Cultural Heritage, 2003 provides an 
excellent framework in this regard.  

Hon’ble Posta Bahadur Bogati, 
Minister of Culture, Tourism and 
Civil Aviation, in his address at the 
opening session reaffirmed 
government’s commitment to bring 
relevant programs into action to 
safeguard and promote Nepal’s 
very rich and diverse cultural 
manifestations in the spirit of the 
convention and in line with the 
cultural policy the government 
introduced two years back.  

He said:  ―Folklore and folklife, 
among others, is a cultural 
reflection of individual, community 
and a country. Because the folklore 
embodies people’s enthusiasm, 
grievances and thoughts of life and 
practices, it not only carries the 
originality of a life which is an 
exemplary for others but also an 
invaluable assets for a country.‖ 

Tulasi Diwasa, President of the 
NFS raised very important issue on 
how to utilize the different forms of 
folklores which is so attached with 
its natural environment, socio-
cultural condition and context in 
order to enhance the quality of 
people living in different parts of the 
country.  

Axel Plathe, UNESCO 
Representative to Nepal 
said:―Folklore as an intrinsic part of 
living culture is closely interlinked 

with other manifestations of culture: 
traditions, value systems, and 
lifestyles. It is also a powerful 
connector as it brings together 
people celebrating and asserting 
their cultural identities. This 
congress is an opportunity to foster 
respect for the living cultural 
expression and traditions that are 
the essence of the people in Nepal 
and elsewhere‖. 

Addressing the academic session, 
Tim Curtis from UNESCO Office in 
Bangkok shared the Asia Pacific 
experience of and challenges facing 
the region in implementing the 2003 
Convention.  

He said: ―Often ministries or the 
departments of culture do have 
conservation architects, 
archaeologists dealing with heritage 
but not enough experts who deal 
with the intangible heritage such as 
anthropologist and people who 
have worked in this area. So the 
main objective is not limited to 
building capacity of policy makers 
and government implementers, but 
also the community members and 
NGOs, because one of the 
requirements of the Convention is 
to establish an inventory of the 
intangible cultural heritage and also 
the requirement that practitioners 
have to have an ultimate say to 
identify, define and how to 
safeguard the intangible heritage‖. 

The three point Kathmandu 
Declaration – to establish folklore 
faculties in universities, a SAARC 
level folklore learning centre and an 
umbrella folklore academy of 
institutions working in the field of 
folklore- has been adopted in the 
congress.  

UNESCO 
KATHMANDU, 27 August — 

Intangible culture focus of 

Fourth International 

Folklore Congress in 

Kathmandu 

Tim Curtis from UNESCO Bangkok Office 
show casing the Implementation of the 
2003 Convention for the Safeguarding of 
the Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH) in 
Asia Pacific”. Photo: UNESCO/N. Shrestha 
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T 
he adaptation of UNESCO’s 
Model Curricula for 
Journalism Education to 

Nepal is a new project that will be 
implemented in Kathmandu later 
this year. By helping to increase the 
capacity of journalism education, 
the initiative aims to strengthen the 
role of the media in Nepal’s 
democratic transformation. 

The project will operate under the 
framework of UNESCO’s 
International Programme for the 
Development of Communication 
(IPDC). It will be administered 
through the Central Department of 
Journalism and Mass 
Communications at Tribhuvan 
University, one of the largest public 
universities in Kathmandu. 

Terhi Ylikoski, UNESCO’s 
Associate Expert, whose post in the 
Kathmandu Office is funded by the 
Finnish government, is overseeing 
the project. ―This pilot project has 
real potential to make a huge 
impact on local journalism 
education,‖ says Ylikoski. ―If the 
experience goes well, we will 
subsequently introduce the 
curriculum outside Kathmandu 
Valley, where journalism standards 

and practices remain low.‖ 

She notes: ―In the two weeks run-
up period before the deadline of the 
new constitution in May, 80 press 
freedom violations were observed 
throughout the country.‖ Despite 
this, the number of Nepali youth 
drawn to pursue journalism is on 
the rise, she adds. ―It’s surprising, 
but more and more young people 
want to work in media these days. 
For this reason, journalism 
educators are eager to start 
improving the curriculum and 
building the capacity of teachers.‖ 

Nepal will also benefit from another 
IPDC project to establish a 
monitoring mechanism to oversee 
the implementation of the Code of 
Conduct for Nepali community 
radios. Given the low rate of literacy 
in the country, estimated at only 
56.6 per cent in 2011 according to 
the Nepal Living Standards Survey, 
radio is the foremost source of 
information for Nepalese. 
Additionally, due to Nepal’s 
mountainous terrain and lack of 
infrastructure, radio is the medium, 
which is able to reach the most 
people: 86 per cent of the 
population compared to just seven 
per cent who are able to connect to 
the Internet. 

―Community radios are thriving in 
Nepal,‖ says Ylikoski. ―The first one 
in the country, Radio Sagarmatha, 
was established with the help of 
UNESCO in 1997. Today there are 
some 200 community radio stations 
operating in Nepal, with five of them 
being managed entirely by women. 
Nepal boasts one of the most 
vibrant community radio fields in 
Asia, if not globally.‖ 

The Code of Conduct for radio 
broadcasters covers a wide range 
of issues from how to engage 
listeners to how to promote social 
harmony and foster community 
empowerment. Members affiliated 
with the national association called 
ACORAB are expected to abide by 
this code in order to ensure the 
application of international best 
practices and standards. 
―Community radio stations have 
cropped up exponentially over the 
past 15 years, so it is important for 
UNESCO to guarantee that there is 
a common standard of 
professionalism and ethics across 
the board,‖ says Ylikoski. 

IPDC is the only multilateral forum 
in the UN system designed to 
mobilize the international 
community to discuss and promote 
media development in developing 
countries. The Programme not only 
provides support for media projects, 
but also seeks an accord to secure 
a healthy environment for the 
growth of free and pluralistic media. 

UNESCO 
KATHMANDU, 20 August— 

Improved journalism 

education to meet demand 

from Nepali youth 

Terhi Yllikoski  (L) during community radio 
visit in Jumla.  
 
Photo: UNESCO / Arpanah Rongong 
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D 
istrict stakeholders of 
Kapilvastu and Bardiya 
districts have shown 

commitments for preventing deaths 
due to 
malnutrition, 
―silent 
emergency‖ with 
promoting health, 
nutrition and 
Water, Sanitation 
and Hygiene 
(WASH) on 
District 
Stakeholders’ 
meeting 
supported by Central Emergency 
Response Fund (CERF) Project on 
August 21 and 23, 2012 at 
Kapilvastu and Bardiya districts 
respectively.  

―Recent WHO estimates have 
shown that mortality among 
children with severe acute 
malnutrition (SAM) is 5 to 20 times 
higher compared to well-nourished 
children,‖ said Mahendra Sharma, 
Public Health Officer from CHD-
GoN. UN-Habitat, UNICEF and 

WHO in partnership with other 
national stakeholders represented 
in the nutrition, health and WASH 
clusters are supporting the 
Government of Nepal (GoN) to 
manage severe acute malnutrition 
and infections in children 

(especially diarrhoea) through 
CERF Project. Phurba Sange 
Moktan of UN-Habitat said, ―Water, 
Sanitation and Hygiene issues, 
being directly linked with nutrition 
issues play vital role to prevent 
thousands of children’s lives. 
Simply washing hands with soap 
can prevent life risks up to 45 
percent.‖ 

Both the meetings were chaired by 
LDOs of respective districts. The 
meetings was organized D/PHO of 

Kapilvastu and Bardiya. At the 
end of the meeting, a steering 
committee with the coordination 
of D/PHO was formed for both 

districts to speed up the district 
level WASH activities on Health 
Facilities and community levels to 
reduce deaths due to the ―silent 
emergency‖. All the district 
government and non-government 
stakeholders committed for their 

support of the 
initiatives. 

―We got to know that 
we are losing so 
many children just 
because of 
preventable ―silent 
emergency‖ i.e. 
malnutrition which 
can be reduced by 
the joint intervention 

from all Health, Nutrition and WASH 
stakeholders’ collective 
commitment.‖ Said Mr. Ram P. 
Pandey, LDO-Kapilvastu during his 
concluding remarks. According to 
NDHS-2011, 91,000 under-five year 
old children in Nepal are suffering 
from severe acute malnutrition. UN-
Habitat is the executive agency for 
CERF-WASH intervention for 
Kapilvastu and Bardiya districts in 
which Lutheran World Federation 
(LWF) is the implementing partner. 

UN-HABITAT 
KAPILVASTU, 21 August— 

Making District 

Stakeholders concern on 

Silent Emergency in Nepal 

Mr. Mahendra Sharma, DHO speaking at 
Kapilvastu District Stackholders Meeting.  
 
Photo: UN-HABITAT 

“Water, Sanitation and Hygiene issues, being 
directly linked with nutrition issues play vital 
role to prevent thousands of children lives. 
Simply washing hands with soap can prevent 
life risks up to 45 percent” 
 

— Phurba Sange Moktan, UN-Habitat 
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G 
ross Domestic Production 
(GDP) of a country 
invariably depends upon 

another GDP that is Growth 
Development and Protection (GDP) 
of a child. Children are now 
recognized as change agents, 
which is a paradigm shift from the 
age long thinking of them being the 
future citizens only. Many aspects 
are to be taken care of for the full 
development of a child physically, 
intellectually and emotionally. For 
this right of the child to live in 
healthy environment is to be 
secured from all aspects as pillars 
for development. 

When it comes to the health of a 
child, nutrition comes in to the fore. 
Proper sanitation and nutrition 
always complement each other in 
multifarious ways. Without one, the 
other is almost nonexistent. Even if 
it does solitarily, either the child is 
vulnerable to malnutrition or many 
ailments or diseases arising from 
poor sanitation and hygiene. 

Taking these facts in to 
consideration, Suryodaya 
Cooperative having 250 members 
in Barabisa VDC in Bajura is going 
for promotion of agriculture and 
vegetable farming along with 
sanitation through toilet 
construction, use and maintenance 
in an integrated manner.  All they 
want is to integrate Open 

Defecation Free (ODF) Campaign 
with professional agriculture in a bid 
to implement model programme for 
health benefits. Getting to know the 
two fold benefits in a synergistic 
manner, people here are very 
excited.  This integration aims to 
reduce child mortality and morbidity 
rate within this VDC to start with 
and scale up to other neighboring 
VDCs and districts in the days 
ahead. Sanitation expert from 
Global sanitation Fund (GSF) 
Programme, UN-Habitat in the 
capacity of District Coordinator Mr. 
Shiva Raj Neupane facilitated for 
sanitation, whereas, Agriculturist 
Mr. Min Prasad Jaishi from District 
Agriculture Development Office 
facilitated for agriculture related 
issues. Ultimately, the concept of 
sanitation and agriculture were 
integrated for a noble cause of 
health improvement.  

Central members from cooperative 
group and Chairperson of 
Suryodaya Cooperative limited 
made their presence felt during a 
one day orientation cum training 
program held in Barabisa VDC on 
30 July 2012 to the Cooperative 
group members highlighting the 
process and benefits. Altogether 60 
participants were trained including 
17 women. All the members 
decided to implement sanitation 
and nutrition promotional activities 
as a part and parcel of health 
improvement mission at local level 
through construction, use and 
maintenance of household toilets 

and vegetable farming. 

Five point decisions taken from 
within the program are: 

 
1. All the cooperative members not 
having toilets will start constructing 
and using toilets.  
2. Sanitation promotional activities 
within the VDC will move ahead 
through campaign approach in joint 
coordination and collaboration with 
all the schools within the VDC.  
3. Appropriate land will be leased 
for demonstration of professional 
agriculture in model approach and 
necessary trainings will be imparted 
to the members.  
4. All agriculture and other related 
activities will be carried out 
integrating sanitation as one 
complete package. 
5. The whole Barabisa VDC will be 
declared ODF area by the 
forthcoming Dashain Festival 

It is expected that Bajura, the 75th 
ranked district in sanitation 
coverage, will get a facelift through 
the integration of sanitation and 
nutrition campaigns. Most of the 
households have already started 
digging pits for toilets and collecting 
construction materials. If all the 
cooperative groups start showing 
their solidarity with commitments 
like this, achieving Millennium 
Development Goal of 53 % 
sanitation coverage by 2015 and 
National Goal of achieving 100 % 
sanitation by 2017 will not be a far 
cry.  For this, local GDP cultivated 
amid sanitation and agricultural 
interface will inevitably contribute to 
National GDP.   

UN-HABITAT 
BAJURA, 31 August —  

Defecation Free Campaign 

and Vegetable Farming in 

Bajura 

Training participants at the workshop. 
 
Photo: UN-HABITAT 



9 | UN IN NEPAL | August 2012  WWW.UN.ORG.NP | KATHMANDU.UNIC.ORG 

United Nations  

Information Centre Kathmandu 

UN House   

POB 107, Pulchowk,   

Lalitpur, Nepal  

Phone: 00-977-1-5523200 ,   

Fax: 00-977-1-5543723 

We  welcome  any  comments, suggestions and   

feedback  at  kathmandu.unic@unic.org  

Web: http://Kathmandu.unic.org 

              http://www.un.org.np  

Published by 

Like UN Information Centre 

https://www.facebook.com/unicktm 

Follow UN Nepal 

http://twitter.com/UN_Nepal  

Watch UN News 

http://www.youtube.com/user/

unickathmandu  

Observances:

15 — International Day of Democracy 

16 — International Day for the Protection of the Ozone Layer 

21 — International Day of Peace 

InSeptember 

21 INTERNATIONAL DAY OF PEACE 

September 

http://Kathmandu.unic.org
http://www.un.org.np
https://www.facebook.com/unicktm
http://twitter.com/UN_Nepal
http://www.youtube.com/user/unickathmandu
http://www.youtube.com/user/unickathmandu

