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―Nepal‘s trade deficit has been 
rising at an alarming rate,‖ said 
senior economist Prof Dr 
Bishwambher Pyakuryal addressing 
a ‗Policy Dialogue on Global 
Economic Turmoil and Asia-
Pacific‘s Economic Prospects: 
Implications for Nepal‘ jointly 
organized by UN Economic and 
Social Commission for Asia and the 
Pacific (ESCAP), UN Information 
Centre (UNIC) and South Asia 
Watch on Trade, Economics and 

Environment. 

In the 10 months of the current 
fiscal year, the country had 
witnessed merchandise exports of 
Rs 60.90 billion, whereas the 
country posted Rs 383.02 billion 
worth of merchandise imports 
creating a trade deficit of Rs 322.12 
billion. 

Increasing products, production and 
productive capacity through 
enhanced investment climate, 
smart industrial policy, investment 

on infrastructure with priority on 
agriculture will help boost exports, 
said Dr Posh Raj Pandey. 

Apart from merchandise exports, 
promoting service trade will also 
help rebalance the economy, he 
said, adding that international trade, 
foreign aid, remittance and foreign 
direct investment are key to support 
growth. 

―Keeping an eye on the 
international market is also 
important as the country is looking 

th
e
 

UN in Nepal Works 

July 2012 | Vol.  45  

NewsInsight 

KATHMANDU, 13 July — 

Policy Dialogue on Global 
Economic Turmoil and Asia-
Pacific’s Economic Prospects: 
Implications for Nepal organized 

(From Right) - Senior economist Prof. Dr. 
Bishwambher Pyakuryal, Director of 
ESCAP sub regional office for South and 
South-West Asia Dr Nagesh Kumar, Vice 
chair of National Planning Commission 
Deependra Bahadur Kshetry, Nepal Rastra 
Bank Governor Yuba Raj Khatiwada, Senior 
Economic Advisor of UNDP Basudeb Guha-
Khasnobis and SWATEE Executive 
Chairman Dr Posh Raj Pandey. 
Photo: UNIC 
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for more foreign direct 
investments,‖ said vice chair of 
National Planning Commission 
Deependra Bahadur Kshetry. 
Similarly, expanding domestic 
market with increased production 
will also help propel growth, he 
added. 

Former economic advisor at the 
Finance Ministry Keshav Acharya, 

on the occasion, opined that the 
scarcity of labour has pushed 
wages higher making domestic 
products uncompetitive. ―Making 
money from money without 
production of goods and generating 
employment has also led to the 
crisis,‖ he said, adding that indirect 
transmission is more costly than the 
direct transmission of the crisis. 
―The economic or financial crises 
faced by the West do affect Nepali 
economy even if indirectly,‖ 
Economist Keshab Acharya said. 

“The V-shaped 
recovery from the 
depths of the 2008-09 
global financial crisis 
proved to be short-lived 
as the world economy 
entered a second stage 
of crisis in 2012 with a 
sharp deterioration in 
the global environment 
with the accentuation 
of the euro zone debt 
crisis and a continued 
uncertain outlook for 
the US economy,” said 

director of ESCAP sub regional 
office for South and South-West 
Asia Dr Nagesh Kumar, presenting 
the report Economic and Social 
Survey of Asia and the Pacific 
2012. 

―The growth rate of the developing 

economies of Asia-Pacific declined 
to seven per cent in 2011 from a 
robust rate of 8.9 per cent in 2010,‖ 
he said, adding that the growth rate 
of the economies of the region is 
forecast to decline further to 6.5 per 
cent in 2012 with a slackening 
demand for the region‘s exports in 
advanced economies and as a 
result of higher costs of capital. 

―Regional market integration and 
cooperation will help promote 
growth in the region,‖ said central 
bank governor Dr Yubaraj 
Khatiwada. 

One of the benefits of currency 
depreciation is that the flow of 
workers´ remittance surged 36.5 
percent to Rs 282.02 billion in the 
first ten months of the current fiscal 
year. This led to the balance of 
payment registering its highest ever 
surplus of Rs 100.10 billion in the 
period. 

But on the other hand, weak 
currency has also made the 
country´s imports expensive as 
significant chunk of payments for 
goods brought from abroad has to 
be made in the greenbacks. That´s 
why Nepal was not able to reap 
maximum benefit when oil prices 
dropped to 18-month low in the 
international market last month. 
And when petroleum prices remain 
at higher level, prices of most 
goods also go up as fossil fuels are 
essential to run everything from 
factories to public vehicles. 

Little wonder that the transport cost 
surged 18 percent in May, while 
consumer prices shot past the 
government target of 7 percent set 
for this fiscal year to stand at 8.7 
percent for the month. 

This loss could have been 
compensated by boosting exports, 
as Nepali goods automatically 
become cheaper when the value of 
currency depreciates. But Nepal is 

not in a position to do so ―as it does 
not have inventory (of goods to 
export),‖ Chandan Sapkota, a 
research officer at SAWTEE, told 
the conference.  

Nepal exported Rs 60.89 billion 
worth of merchandise goods in the 
10-month period. But the figure 
gives no reason for joy as this 
amount was not even enough to 
pay the import bills of petroleum 
products, which stood at Rs 77.07 
billion. Moreover, the amount 
generated from merchandise 
exports pale in front of Rs 383.01 
billion worth of goods that the 
country imported. 

―The share of imports, which 
account for 32.5 percent of the 
GDP, must be reduced in 
consumption to create a balance in 
the economy,‖ SAWTEE Executive 
Chairman Dr Posh Raj Pandey 
said.  

However, Nepal Rastra Bank 
Governor Yuba Raj Khatiwada said 
imports are going up due to 
equipment brought in by the 
services sector, which now 
contributes 50 percent to the GDP. 
He was referring to equipment 
imported by telecom companies. 

Yet this does not allow the country 
to sit back and watch the imports 
grow which has pushed up trade 
deficit to Rs 310.15 billion in the 10-
month period. Everyone agrees that 
this gap can only be narrowed by 
boosting exports, which, 
unfortunately, is not happening. 

Nepal´s merchandise exports have 
been suffering because 
manufacturing sector has been hit 
by a series of problems from 
deterioration in investment climate 
and labor-related problems to 
power shortage and low capital 
formation, which has made credit 
expensive. As a result, industrial 
capacity utilization rate stands at an 
estimated 60 percent. 

This problem can only be 
addressed by ―enhancing 
production and production capacity, 
creating investment-friendly 
environment, designing smart 
industrial policies, focusing on 
infrastructure development and 
giving priority to the agricultural 
sector‖, Dr Pandey said. 

 

“Regional market integration and cooperation will 

help promote growth in the region,”  

- Central Bank Governor Dr Yubaraj Khatiwada. 



3 | UN IN NEPAL | July 2012  WWW.UN.ORG.NP | KATHMANDU.UNIC.ORG 

Nepal is a multi-cultural multi lingual 
and multi-religious country with a 
considerable ethnic diversity, 
consisting of more than 100 ethnic 
groups. It is a stark reality that most 
of the ethnic communities' are 
struggling to retain their culture and 
traditions in the face of rapid 
economic growth and 
modernization.  

Bardiya district lies administratively 
in Bheri zone within mid western 
development region and 
ecologically in Tarai region 
(southern plains of the country). 
Historically, Bardiya was sparsely 
populated with indigenous tribal 
people called "Tharu". Later, hill 
people (consisting of other ethnic 
groups) migrated into Bardiya. 
However, Tharu still make up a 
majority (more than 50%) of 
Bardiya's population. Other tribals 

called "Sonaha" live near the 
Karnali River and western periphery 
of Bardiya National Park, who are 
historically engaged in extracting 
gold ores from sediments of river 
and fishing. Other ethnic 
communities like Magars, Muslims 
and Rajis (enlisted as vulnerable 
ethnic communities) are also living 
in Bardiya. Their cultural practices 
are shadowed amid the cultural 
values of well off communities. 
They are gradually adopting the 
cultures of higher castes and slowly 
changing their cultures to match up 
with other-so called higher castes. 
This is indeed a process of 
Sanskritization as introduced by 
M.N. Srinivasan, a renowned Indian 
Anthropologist. 

Cultural values and beliefs are in a 
continuous process of taking back 
seats in this globalized world. 
Songs, the style of dancing and the 
attires have largely been influenced 
by globalization process. The 
dresses that were usually worn and 

the dances widely performed few 
years back are limited and can now 
only be seen in television or in 
documentary these days. This in 
fact is the fate of each and every 
community, be it a mainstream or 
marginalized. Not to say, much 
effect has been observed in the 
marginalized ethnic communities.   

There are 31 VDCs (smallest 
administrative unit of the state) and 
1 municipality in Bardiya district. 
Out of which 6 VDCs have been 
declared Open Defecation Free 
(ODF) Zone. Global Sanitation 
Fund Program (GSF) being 
executed in Nepal by UN-Habitat 
and funded by Water Supply and 
Sanitation Collaborative Council 
was started in Bardiya from July 
2011. Now, it is spread in all VDCs 
and municipality of the district in 
coordination with local government 
bodies. There is a visible sanitation 
movement in the district especially 
after introduction of the GSF 
program. Every VDC is moving 
ahead to achieve ODF situation 
making optimal use of local 
resources with creativity. Almost 
every day, one can observe ward or 
community level sanitation 
promotional campaigns followed by 
ODF declaration ceremonies with 

UN-HABITAT 
BARDIYA, 31 July — 

Total Sanitation 

Campaign Moving Ahead 

by Preserving Indigenous 

Culture in Bardiya  

Tharu cultural practices at Bardiya.  
 
 
Photo:  UN-HABITAT 
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Only seven out of ten children 
enrolled in grade 1 in Nepal‘s 
schools reach grade 5, and more 
than half of them quit school before 
reaching the lower secondary level.  
This is one of the sobering results 
of the recently released Flash I 
Report 2011-12, which was 
prepared with UNESCO‘s technical 
support by the Department of 
Education. 

The report also shows that 94.5 
percent of girls in Nepal and 95.6 
percent of boys are presently 
enrolled in primary education.  This 
represents a respectable Net 
Enrolment Rate (NER) of 95.1 
percent. However, the slow NER 
increase with an average of 1% 
every year would not be sufficient to 
ensure that, by 2015, all boys and 
girls in  Nepal will be able to 
complete a full course of primary 
schooling, as per the second of the 
eight Millennium Development 

Goals. 

―UNESCO is concerned 
that Nepal may not 
achieve the EFA goals 
by 2015, mainly due to 
high dropout and 
repetition rates and the 
persistent disparities in 
education,‖ says Tap 
Raj Pant of the 
UNESCO Office in 
Kathmandu.   

Despite an increase of enrollment, 
disparities in school participation 
mainly affecting children from Dalit 
and Janajati communities and 
children who are disabled, persist 
between echo-belt regions and 
between urban and rural areas. 

Dalit and Janajati students at basic 
levels represent 19.7 percent and 
38.5 percent   respectively. 
Compared to the precedent years, 
the number of Dalit students has 
slightly increased, whereas the 
number of Janajati students 

decreased.   

The report further reveals that 
efforts must be focused ongrade 1, 
where repetition and dropout rates 
are higher than in other grades. 
Among the grade 1 students in the 
school year 2011/12 , 21.3% 
repeated the same grade and 7.9% 
dropped out from the school 
education system. That means, that 
almost one third of thegrade 1 
students could not continue in 
grade 2. Although the promotion 
rate has improved as compared to 
the previous school year, this  still 
represents a big challenge. 

great zeal and enthusiasm. 
Communities are spontaneously 
coming out to demonstrate their 
dance and sing their songs. They 
come wearing the traditional 
dresses that were abandoned 
considering to be obsolete, sing the 
song which their children have 
almost forgotten, perform the 
traditional dances which are on the 
verge of extinction. The ODF 
declaration ceremonies have really 
become the locally acclaimed 
festivals these days. The natural 
talents that were subsided have 
again resurfaced and come in to the 
forefront mingling with the spirit 
generated by the ODF movement. 
Total Sanitation Campaign has 

given them opportunity and the 
platform where they once again are 
showing their talents, preserving 
their unique cultural identity in 
process. It seems that there is a 
positive competition to establish 
dignity, identity and pride through 
sanitation campaigns. Each and 
every community is willing to come 
forward and be on forefront to show 
the pride inherent in their cultural 
heritage. This has ultimately helped 
in preserving and fostering the 
indigenous cultures.  

VDCs have also started to allocate 
some funds for supporting in 
preservation of indigenous ethnic 
traditions and cultural heritage by 

helping them to either repairing 
existing or buying new ones such 
as instruments, dresses and so on 
but in a cost sharing basis.  

In addition, the indigenous 
communities are rewarded in 
recognition to their initiation and 
support of ODF declaration 
campaign and endeavor for 
continuation and sustainability. This 
type of rewards and recognition is 
empowering indigenous peoples to 
raise their voice amidst the 
threatening din of ―modernization‖ 
and providing an amiable 
environment to preserve and 
protect their traditions. 

UNESCO 
KATHMANDU, 4 July — 

High dropout and 

repetition rates 

challenge Nepal in 

achieving Universal 

Primary Education by 

2015 



5 | UN IN NEPAL | July 2012  WWW.UN.ORG.NP | KATHMANDU.UNIC.ORG 

UNDP Administrator Ms. Helen 
Clark, in her capacity as Chair of 
the UN Development Group 
(UNDG),  in a message to UN 
Resident Coordinators on post 
2015 national dialogues has said, 
―While the UN Development Group 
must remain focused on supporting 
countries to make as much 
progress as possible towards the 
Millennium Development Goals, 
you ( Resident Coordinators) will be 
aware that discussions have 
already begun on what type of 
development agenda could be put 
in place when the MDG deadline is 
reached in 2015.‖ 

The UN Secretary General has 
stated that any new development 
agenda should result from an open, 
inclusive, and transparent process 
of consultation.  In response, the 
UNDG – working through the MDG 

Task Force – has taken steps to 
design a comprehensive 
consultation strategy which involves 
national-level dialogues, thematic 
consultations, and a ‗global 
conversation‘ with citizens of the 
world. 

The UNDG is able to provide 
technical guidance and support to 
countries which wish to initiate this 
process. The document which 
captures this technical guidance 
can be downloaded at the following 
link: http://www.undg.org/
index.cfm?P=1627.  

The guidance was developed by 
drawing on experiences from within 
and outside the UN system, and 
was peer reviewed by academics.  
It seeks to offer advice on how the 
dialogues can be as inclusive as 
possible, and also build on the 
groundwork done for the Rio + 20 
Conference.  It is not intended as a 
prescriptive document setting out 
firm parameters for what a national 

consultation process should look 
like.  Ms. Clark has stressed the 
importance of ensuring that this is 
an inclusive process, which 
addresses gender issues and fully 
and equally engages with women 
and men. 

The UNDG can also provide seed 
money to start the process in fifty 
countries (this number may expand 
in the coming months).  The 
regional bureaus in UNDP and the 
UNDG MDG Task Force have been 
instrumental in identifying an initial 
list of fifty countries. 

UNDP 
17 July — 

Message from Helen Clark 

to UN Resident 

Coordinators on post 2015 

national dialogues 

UNDP Administrator Ms. Helen Clark. 
 
Photo: UNIC (File Photo) 

Over 200 trafficking victims helped 
by IOM/Government/Corporate 

sector project in Nepal 

IOM and the Government of Nepal have enlisted the 
support of private businesses to help 200 trafficking 
victims to regain their economic independence and 
reintegrate with their communities.  

 
The Trafficking Risk Reduction in Nepal (TRRIN) 
project was launched in March 2010 and closes at the 
end of this month. Each partner has its own role: the 
government extends legal and infrastructure support; 
the corporate sector provides training, job placement 
and startup opportunities; NGOs give psychosocial 
counselling and day to day hand-holding and IOM is 
responsible for planning, coordination, implementation 
and monitoring. 
 
Many beneficiaries supported through business start up 

and job placement opportunities left the NGO shelter 
where they first lived post-trafficking. They now live 
independently and have successfully re-integrated into 
society and are supporting their families with 
sustainable income. 
 
One of the proudest achievements of the project was 
the involvement of the private sector in the successful 
economic rehabilitation of the survivors and potential 
victims of trafficking. The private sector was 
encouraged to participate in the project through series 
of workshops entitled ―Corporate Social Responsibility 
to Address Human Trafficking‖ organized jointly with 
the Ministry and the Federation of Nepalese Chambers 
of Commerce and Industry. The project – financed by 
the IOM Development Fund - partnered with 11 
companies who provided training and/or job placement 
to the participants.  
 
To mark the end of the project and capture its 
successes IOM organized a workshop for the key 
stakeholders from 18-19 July to share and learn from 
the experiences as well as sharing information on 
recent trends and dynamics of migration and trafficking.  
 

IOM 
KATHMANDU, 17 July —  

http://www.undg.org/index.cfm?P=1627
http://www.undg.org/index.cfm?P=1627
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WHO estimates that more than 5 
million people in the WHO South-
East Asia Region will die from the 
consequences of viral hepatitis in 
the next 10 years. There are an 
estimated 100 million people living 
with chronic hepatitis B infection 
and 30 million people with chronic 
hepatitis C infection in the Region.  

WHO World Hepatitis Day is 
marked on 28 July to increase the 
awareness and understanding of 
viral hepatitis and the diseases that 
it causes. 

Hepatitis means ―inflammation of 
the liver‖. Seven types of viruses 
can cause viral hepatitis, called 
hepatitis A to G. Of these, the most 
common causes of infection are 
with one of four viruses: hepatitis A, 
B, C and E. All of these viruses can 
cause an acute illness with 
symptoms lasting several weeks, 
including yellowing of the skin and 
eyes (jaundice); dark urine; extreme 
fatigue; nausea; vomiting and 
abdominal pain. Because of the 
asymptomatic nature of chronic 
hepatitis B and hepatitis C, most 
people infected with these are not 
aware of their status until they have 
symptoms of cirrhosis or liver 
cancer many years later. About 
65% of those with hepatitis B and 
75% of those with hepatitis C do not 
know they are infected. An effective 
vaccine has been available to 
prevent hepatitis B since 1982. 

"Viral hepatitis must be given 
greater priority in terms of both 
resources and effort. Good 
surveillance is essential.  Infant 
immunization coverage for hepatitis 
B must reach levels greater than 
95%‖ said Dr Samlee 
Plianbangchang, WHO Regional 
Director for South-East Asia. ―It 
should be mandatory for all blood 

and blood products to be screened 
for hepatitis B and C‖ he added. 

Hepatitis A and hepatitis E are also 
serious health problems. 
Approximately 12 million cases of 
hepatitis E infection occur annually 
in the region, which accounts for 
more than half the global burden. 
These levels of infection, especially 
when they often occur in the 
context of outbreaks are a serious 
cause for concern. Both diseases 
thrive in unsanitary conditions 
where they are transmitted through 
the consumption of contaminated 
food or water. In most countries in 
South-East Asia, increased 
development has led to rapid 
urbanization and crowded, 
overpopulated cities where 
conditions are perfect for the 
spread of these viruses. ―The 
quality of hepatitis testing in public 
and private laboratories needs to be 
monitored.  We need widespread 
public awareness campaigns, 
targeted at health and social 
workers as well as the general 
public, to increase awareness about 
the risk of viral hepatitis" said Dr 
Plianbangchang. 

To address this important public 
health challenge, WHO is 
developing a strategy for the 
prevention and control of viral 
hepatitis in South-East Asia. To 
support this initiative, the UN health 
agency brought health experts from 
11 countries together to help 
finalize the six ‗pillars‘ of this 
strategy, which address the areas 
of policy, planning and resource 
mobilization; surveillance, 
prevention and control, education, 
medical care and treatment and 
research.  

WHO‘s South-East Asia Region 
comprises the following 11 Member 
States: Bangladesh, Bhutan, DPR 
Korea, India, Indonesia, Maldives, 
Myanmar, Nepal, Sri Lanka, 
Thailand and Timor-Leste. 

WHO 
KATHMANDU, 24 July — 

 

Hepatitis is closer than 

you think 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is 
Hepatitis? 

Hepatitis is a medical condition 
defined by the inflammation of the 
liver and characterized by the 
presence of inflammatory cells in 
the tissue of the organ. The name 
is from the Greek hepar, the root 
being hepat, meaning liver, and 
suffix-itis, meaning "inflammation".  
The condition can be self-limiting 
(healing on its own) or can 
progress to fibrosis (scarring) and 
cirrhosis. 

Hepatitis may occur with limited or 
no symptoms, but often leads to 
jaundice, anorexia (poor appetite) 
and malaise. Hepatitis is acute 
when it lasts less than six months 
and chronic when it persists longer. 
A group of viruses known as the 
hepatitis viruses cause most cases 
of hepatitis worldwide, but it can 
also be due to toxins (notably 
alcohol, certain medications, some 
industrial organic solvents and 
plants), other infections and 
autoimmune diseases. 

Intro. Source:  
http://www.wikipedia.org/  

http://www.wikipedia.org/
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Phulmati‘s beauty parlour business 
is flourishing in Bardiya, mid-west 
Nepal. Her earning per day ranges 
from Rs. 500 to Rs. 4,000. "We 
cannot predict fixed income from 
this business, it depends on many 
factors such as festivals and 
wedding seasons but my customers 
are very happy with me as my 
saloon provides a 
variety of beauty 
services,‖ she says.  

A former Maoist 
combatant, 
Phulmati 
Chaudhary, 25, was 
discharged from the 
Surkhet 
cantonment in early 
2010. She chose 
the micro-enterprise option under 
the training programme provided by 
the UN Interagency Rehabilitation 
Programme (UNIRP).   With the 
start up support that she received 
from UNIRP at the end of the 3-6 
months long training, and the 
monetary support received from her 
family, she opened up a beauty 
parlour. 

"The start-up support in kind 
equivalent to Rs. 30,000 received 

from UNIRP was very helpful to 
start the business. However, that 
was not sufficient. My family also 
helped me with a loan of Rs. 60,000 
during the initial phase of the 
business,‖ she shared. Her family‘s 
financial support shows that she 
readily got social acceptance from 
the society which has been a 
challenge for many other 
combatants.  

She recalls how she spent her 
childhood in a dusty squatter 
settlement. When she reached her 
teens, she joined the Maoist army.  
‗Bindu‘, the alias that she got in the 
army became her identity. Now she 
has been able to give a new identity 
to herself with the new found 
business. Up till June 2012, UNIRP 
provided rehabilitation support to 
2,149 VMLRs. Among them, 67 
VMLRs enrolled in the beauty 
parlour training option while 42 

have already completed the 
training. 

  Despite the fact that there are ten 
other beauty parlours in the market, 
she has emerged as a successful 
entrepreneur. As a result of her 
business performance, UNIRP has 
further provided her with a second 
round of in-kind capital support 
equivalent to Rs. 20,000.  

 In the process that unfolded after 
the ten year long armed conflict in 

Nepal, a total of 
4,008 verified 
minors and late 
recruits (VMLRs) 
were identified as 
ineligible to 
remain in 
cantonments as 
members of the 
Maoist army. After 
the discharge of 
the VMLRs, the 

Government of Nepal requested the 
UN to facilitate their rehabilitation 
into civilian life. 

From mid-2010, UNIRP has been 
supporting the rehabilitation 
process to support the transition of 
the discharged VMLRs from military 
to civilian life by providing them with 
training and education. This new 
opportunity has enabled them to 
access good employment and 
livelihood opportunities. 

UNDP 
BARDIYA, 31 July — 

No more arms, now its 

scissors for cutting hair.. 

A former Maoist combatant, Phulmati 
Chaudhary, 25.  
 
Photo:  UNDP 

...Her family’s financial support shows that 

she readily got social acceptance from the 

society which has been a challenge for 

many other combatants... 
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The UN System in Nepal 
expressesd its deep concern at the 
increasing number of attacks on 
schools by some youth activists that 
are endangering the lives of 
children and jeopardising their right 
to education.  

In May 2011 the Government of 
Nepal endorsed a directive 
declaring all schools, (including 

school buses) as Zones of Peace. 
This Schools as Zones of Peace 
(SZOP) directive was issued to 
ensure that schools remain a safe 
haven for children and where 
teaching and learning could 
continue unhindered in an 
atmosphere free of violence and 
interference.  

The reports of arson and vandalism 
in schools and school buses go 
against the spirit of SZOP. While 
the incidents of the past weeks 

damaged school property, the most 
recent attacks on school buses, 
some with children still inside them, 
could have had disastrous 
consequences.  Such acts of 
violence go against the basic 
principles of children‘s right to 
education in a protective 
environment free from fear.  

Nepal is also a signatory to the 
Conventions on the Rights of the 
Child (CRC) and should therefore 
ensure that every child be provided 
their basic rights to grow, to learn 
and to play in peace. Fear and 
stress fills children's hearts with 
misgivings and makes them doubt 
their own future.    

The UN System in Nepal appeals to 
the Government, the political 
parties, and all child protection 
partners and youth organisations to 
respect the spirit of Schools as 
Zones of Peace and to ensure that 
children in Nepal are allowed to 
thrive, grow and be educated in an 
atmosphere free of violence and 
terror. We condemn in the strongest 
possible terms these actions, and 
look to the authorities to launch 
investigations to identify those 
responsible.  

 
KATHMANDU, 24 July — 

Schools  as Zones of Peace 

School Bus.  
 
Photo:  UNESCO/A.Plathe 

— UN Web — 
 

The Future We Want: Outcome document 

adopted at Rio+20  

http://www.uncsd2012.org/rio20/

thefuturewewant.html 

 

DPI-NGO Relations Section – new website 

http://outreach.un.org/ngorelations/  

The new site is more user-friendly and aims to 

attract a more globally diverse clientele. We hope 

that UNICS will encourage NGOs in their respec-

tive countries to explore the new website and to 

take advantage of all the opportunities for net-

working and supporting partnerships it will offer 

as well as information on NGO weekly Thursday 

Briefings, its association and disassociation proc-

esses, communication workshops and orientation 

programmes, as well as the premier NGO event, 

the annual UNDPI/NGO Conference. 

Economic Commission for Africa (ECA) - 

newly revamped bilingual website 

http://new.uneca.org/  

The launch of the new website, which offers quick 

and easy access to essential information on UN-

ECA and its programmes, is part of the organiza-

tion’s ongoing efforts to enhance the quality and 

availability of information to audience worldwide. 

The website harbours over 10,000 pages divided 

into seven sections: Home; About ECA; Pro-

grammes; Sub-regional Offices; Publications; 

Meetings and Events; and Press Releases. Each 

page provides detailed information on all seven 

aspects of the organization’s functioning. New en-

hancements to the website include: an improved 

navigation, cleaner user interface, integration of 

RSS feeds, email alerts, social networking page 

with links to online presence, and integration of 

advanced multimedia features.  

http://www.uncsd2012.org/rio20/thefuturewewant.html
http://www.uncsd2012.org/rio20/thefuturewewant.html
http://outreach.un.org/ngorelations/
http://new.uneca.org/
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UN House   

POB 107, Pulchowk,   

Lalitpur, Nepal  

Phone: 00-977-1-5523200 ,   

Fax: 00-977-1-5543723 

We  welcome  any  comments, suggestions and   

feedback  at  kathmandu.unic@unic.org  

Web: http://Kathmandu.unic.org 

              http://www.un.org.np  
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Like UN Information Centre 

https://www.facebook.com/unicktm 

Follow UN Nepal 

http://twitter.com/UN_Nepal  

Watch UN News 

http://www.youtube.com/user/

unickathmandu  

Observances:

12 — International Youth Day 2012  

19 — World Humanitarian Day  

09 — International Day of the World's Indigenous Peoples  

InAugust 

Indigenous 
International Day of the world‘s 

People 

Photo: Indigenous people 

operating Boat business on 

Fewataal of Pokhara  

http://Kathmandu.unic.org
http://www.un.org.np
https://www.facebook.com/unicktm
http://twitter.com/UN_Nepal
http://www.youtube.com/user/unickathmandu
http://www.youtube.com/user/unickathmandu

