
United Nations in Nepal  

UN celebrated 
International 
Observance of the 
Day of Vesak on 6 
May 2012 in the UN 
Conference Hall in 
association with the 
International Institute 
of Buddhist Studies 
Nepal.  

The function was 
addressed by Mr. Axel 
Plathe, Head of Office 
and UNESCO 
Representative to 
Nepal, and 
Chairperson of the 
International Institute 
of Buddhist Studies 

Nepal Mr. Prem Lal 
Chitrakar and leading 
Nepalese Monks and 
Nuns.  

Mr. Plathe highlighted 
the significance of the 
Day from UN’s 
perspective and read 
out UN Secretary-
General Mr. Ban Ki-
moon’s message of 
the Day. Some 150 
people participated in 
the event. 

This Day has been 
approved by UN 
General Assembly 
resolution 

acknowledging that 
the Day of Vesak, the 
Day of the Full Moon 
in the month of May 
each year, be 
internationally 
recognized and, in 
particular, at United 
Nations Headquarters 
and other United 
Nations Offices, in 
recognition that the 
Day is the most 
sacred to Buddhists, 
who commemorate on 
that day, the birth of 
the Buddha, his 
attainment of 
enlightenment and his 
passing away.  
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KATHMANDU, 6 May — 

UN Celebrates 

International Observance 

of the Day of Vesak 

Head of Office and UNESCO Representative to Nepal, Mr. Axel Plathe inaugurating the 
International Observance of the Day of Vesak on 5 May 2012 at the UN House by lighting the 
sacred lamp.  
Photo: UNIC 

New York, 28 May — The 
Secretary-General is 
disappointed that Nepal’s 
Constituent Assembly has 
expired without the adoption of 
the long-awaited constitution.  
The process of constitution 
making, which began in 2008, 
had produced important 
agreements on almost all aspects 
of a new constitution except state 
restructuring (federalism). The 
United Nations, which has closely 
supported the peace-making and 
reform process in Nepal over 
many years, shares the deep 
regret felt by the Nepali people at 
this time. 

Nepal has entered an uncertain 
constitutional and political period. 
The Government and the political 
leaders, as well as leaders of 
various communities, need to 
demonstrate the courage and 
wisdom to come together to 
address the challenges the nation 
faces. As an immediate priority, a 
political consensus on the way 
forward is essential to ensure 
stability and continuity. The work 
of constitution-making should 
resume without delay, building on 
what has so far been achieved, 
and the appropriate legitimate 
and representative mechanism 
for this should be found through 
consensus. These decisions will 
require flexibility, creativity, and 
above all the willingness to set 
aside lesser differences in the 
national interest. 

The Secretary-General urges all 
political parties and stakeholders 
to reaffirm their commitment to 
the spirit of the Comprehensive 
Peace Agreement and safeguard 
the achievements of the past 
several years. 

SG disappointed 
with expiry of CA 
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W 
orld Health Day (WHD) is 
celebrated every year as 
an advocacy tool, 

selecting key messages related to 
Global Health issue, highlighting 
priority area of concern to the 
Member States & WHO. First World 
Health Assembly held in 1948 
recommended conducting 
advocacy programs on the 
occasion every year on 7th April, 
which is continued every year there 
after. WHD celebration is then 
taken as a worldwide opportunity to 
focus on Public Health issues 
affecting International community. 
The events are launched on the 7th 
day of April every year with different 
themes, slogans and advocacy 
programmes continues there after 
for longer term.  

World Health Day 2012 focused on 
―Ageing and Health‖ with the slogan   
―Good health adds life to years‖. 

World health day 2012, was 
celebrated in Nepal with 
organization of various program at 
central, regional and district levels 
and institutes.  

 

1. Ministry of Health 
and Population 
(MOHP)/DoHS/NHEICC-
WHO- WHD 2012 
Celebration 
Ministry of Health and Population / 
Department of Health Services / 
National Health Education 
Information and Communication 
Centre in collaboration and support 
of WHO country office for Nepal, 
organized a half day function at 
National Health Training Centre, 
Kathmandu on 6th April 2012.  The 
function was chaired by the 
Secretary, MoHP, Dr Praveen 
Mishra, graced by Member of 
National Planning Commission Prof 
Dr Shiba Kumar Rai as chief guest 
and graced by WHO 
Representative to Nepal Dr Lin 
Aung as special guest. 
sepresentatives of external 
development partners, 
representatives from academic 
institutes, NGO’s, directors of 
different divisions of the Ministry 
and Departments and Media 
houses participated in the 
commemoration of the function.  Mr 
BadriKhadka, director of NHEICC/

DoHS welcomed the participants’ 
and highlighted the objectives of the 
function. 

Dr Y V Pradhan Director General, 
DOHS, in his presentation outlined 
the global key facts, Nepal’s current 
scenario, DoHS/MoHPand Govt. of 
Nepal’s ongoing activities for the 
support of elderly population; 
particularly activities supported 
through population division & 
Primary Health Care Revitalization 
Division of the MOHP: awareness 
programs to identify and address 
the issues related to ageing in all 75 
districts, National Free Health 
Service Program providing free 
health services to the elderly people 
through health institutions, 
distribution of health related 
essential materials like stick, ear 
phone, umbrella and spectacles in 
coordination with district eye 
treatment center, providing 
treatment support to the heart 
patients of >75 yrs of age through 
Social Security Program. 

Mr Ramsharan Thapa, Chief of 
Samaj Kalyan Kendra Bridyashram 
Pashupatinath, Kathmandu 
presented the activities done by the 
centre and challenges the centre is 
facing. 

Mr Fatik Thapa, representing civil 
society organization Nepal 
Participatory Action Network 
(NEPAN) presented the activities 
done by different civil society 
organizations, challenges and the 
way forward. 

WHO Representative, Dr Lin Aung, 
in his remarks outlined the global 
and regional scenario, explained 
the need for age friendly strategies/
plans in term of housing, food 
habits, physical exercise to reduce 
the burden of non-communicable 
and lifestyle diseases, mentioning 
that by 2025 the elderly population 
>60 yrs of age will be doubled and 
by 2050 it will be tripled. He cited 
some of the key points from the 
message of WHO Regional Director 
for South East Asia Region. He 
outlined four key actions that 
governments and societies can take 
now to strengthen healthy and 
active ageing. 

WHO 
KATHMANDU, April — 

World Health Day 2012: 

Ageing and Health 

Guest speaker addressing workshop. 
 
Photo:  WHO 
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 Promote good health and 
healthy behaviours at all ages 
to prevent or delay the 
development of chronic 
diseases. 

 Minimize the consequences of 
chronic disease through early 
detection and quality care 
(primary, long-term and 
palliative care). 

 Create physical and social 
environments that foster the 
health and participation of older 
people. 

 "Reinvent ageing" - changing 
social attitudes to build a 
society in which older people 
are respected and valued. 

Dr Aung assured for World Health 
Organization continuity in 
supporting Member States towards 
an ―older‖ world that will be healthy 
and exciting.  

Prof. Dr Shiba Kumar Rai, Chief 
Guest of the function and member 
of the National Planning 
Commission in his remarks 
explained Govt. of Nepal’s 
strategies/policies and ongoing 
activities supporting elderly 
population and also expressed 
Govt. commitment to continue and 
expand Govt. support to elderly 
population as social security in 
terms of pension to elderly and 
widows. 

Prof. Dr Praveen Mishra, Secretary 
Ministry of Heath & Population and 
Chairperson of the ceremony in his 
closing remarks expressed MoHP’s 
continued commitment of elderly 
friendly health care system. He also 
explained that as a part of Govt. 
commitment, MoHP recently 
supported Patan academy of health 
Sciences (PAHS), Patan Hospital to 
start a 10 bedded geriatric Care 
centre at central level, which will 
later be extended to other hospitals 
throughout the country in a phase 
wise manner and PAHS could act 
as a training centre for Geriatric 
care in coming years.  

2. Patan Academy of 
health Sciences (PAHS)
- WHD 2012 Celebration 
PAHS celebrated WHD-2012 on 7th 
April 2012 with participation of 
faculties and students of PAHS, 
WHO Representative Dr Lin Aung 
and WHO NPO/Communication Dr 
Prakash Ghimire and renowned 
journalist and writer Mr Bhairab 
Risal. Secretary MoHPProf. Dr 
Praveen Mishra was the chief 
guest. 

The celebration started with an 
awareness rally by medical 
students of PAHS, chanting slogans 
related to healthy ageing. The rally 
ended in the PAHS auditorium, 
where the closing program started 
with presentation on ageing and 
health by PAHS medical students, 
PAHS history, vision and mission 
and remarks by the distinguished 
personalities (Health Secretary, 

Vice Chencellor, Dean, Hospital 
Director and Registrars of PAHS, 
scholars, WHO Representative). In 
the function one of the renowned 
scholars Mr Bhairab Risaland his 
Wife Mrs Sushila Risal signed an 
agreement with PAHS for donating 
their body after their death, for 
using their dead bodies for 
academic purpose to the PAHS 
students and faculties, an 
exceptional donation in Nepal till 
date.  

3. Tribhuvan University, 
Institute of Medicine- 
WHD 2012 Celebration 
The Medical student’s society of the 
Institute of Medicine, Tribhuvan 
University in close collaboration 
with the faculties organized a half a 
day program to celebrate WHD-
2012. 

4. WHD 2012 
Celebration by DPHO’s 

throughout the country 

District Public/Health offices in 
collaboration with NHEICC 
celebrated WHD-2012. They 
organized rallies, and press 
briefings at district headquarters. 

5. People’s Health 
National Coordination 
Committee WHD-2012 
People’s Health National 
Coordination Committee, Nepal 
organized a consultative meeting 
on the occasion of ―World Health 
Day‖ at RRN Meeting Hall 
Gairidhara on ―Agenda Setting for 
Third People’s Health Assembly. Dr 
Nihal Singh represented the WR 
and briefed the participants on the 
theme of WHD 2012. Mr Shanta 
Lall Mulmi, General Secretary of the 
People’s Health National 
Coordination Committee expressed 
his gratitude to WHO 
Representative Nepal and advised 
the participants to pay serious 
attention to the guidance / message 
of WHD 2012. 

Participants in workshop.  
 
Photo: WHO 
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A 
 national workshop on the 
implementation of the 
Convention for the 

Safeguarding of Intangible Cultural 
Heritage (ICH) concluded recently 
in the capital. Japan’s Ambassador 
to Nepal, Kunio Takahasi and Satya 
Mohan Joshi, a senior culture 
expert and vice-chairman of the 
Intangible Cultural Heritage 
Council, gave away certificates to 
the 48 participants of the capacity 
building workshop on the closing 
day on 20 April 2012.  

The identification of the intangible 
heritage of hitherto excluded 
communities is becoming more and 
more urgent given its strong link to 
their identities and livelihood.  
Hence, there is  an urgent need to 
build capacity to identify, define and 
safeguard this heritage.  This must 
in particular reach out to the 
members of the communities, who 
own and practice the manifold 
manifestations of the intangible 
heritage. 

During the five day workshop 
organized by UNESCO and the 
Ministry of Federal Affairs, 
Constituent Assembly, 
Parliamentary Affairs and Culture, 
representatives from government 

agencies, guthis, academic 
institutions and local organizations, 
including practitioners from ten 
different communities contributed 
not only to a better understanding 
of the very diverse living cultural 
practices of Nepal.  They also 
learned to define and describe the 
many manifestations of Nepal’s ICH 
within the context of the 
Convention.     

Rupa Jha, a participant from 
Siraha, said that the workshop 
provided great opportunities to get 
connected with community 
practitioners.  She particularly 
appreciated the possibility to obtain 
first hand experience from stone 
carver Surya Laxmi Bajracharya 
during a visit to Bhinche Bahal, 
Patan , that was part of the 
workshop .  

Similarly, Binod Gandarbha, who 
represented the Gaine community, 
said he now better understands 
Nepal’s intangible cultural heritage 
and how the Convention can help 
define and safeguard it.  He also 
found that the workshop provided 
an excellent opportunity to learn 
about the culture and traditions of 
other communities.  

During the workshop, participants 
engaged in various group sessions 
that enabled them to define and 

describe their intangible cultural 
heritage. Various case studies and 
examples were shared by the two 
international trainers to explain on-
going initiatives in Asia and the 
Pacific. 

Suzanne Ogge – Milou, one of the 
trainers, said that the workshop 
established a solid ground for an 
understanding of the key concepts 
and tools of the Convention.  She 
expressed her appreciation of the 
great engagement of all participants 
throughout the five day event, 
stressing  the need to integrate 
more case studies from Nepal. 

Joint-Secretary of the Ministry of 
Federal Affairs, Constituent 
Assembly, Parliamentary Affairs 
and Culture, Bishnu Karki identified 
the growing migration from rural 
and urban areas as well as 
globalization with its increased 
cross-cultural contact as the main 
challenges to the protect Nepal’s 
cultures and traditions.  He said that 
the Government of Nepal will 
organize consultation meetings with 
-stakeholders and communities to 
gear-up support for the 
implementation of the Convention.   

Satya Mohan Joshi said that the 
workshop, the first of its kind in 
Nepal, has greatly contributed to 
make progress in the safeguarding 
of Nepal’s heritage.  He expressed 
his hope that all participants will 
continue to contribute to the 
safeguarding of the country’s 
intangible cultural heritage.  

Nepal’s culture heritage 

stakeholders deepen 

knowledge about 

UNESCO’s 2003 

Convention 
UNESCO 

KATHMANDU, 30 April — 

Interveiwing the associated community 
preparing the Chariot of Rato 
Machhendranath on 18 April 2012 field trip. 
 
Photo: UNESCO 

Contd. in page 5 >> 
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W 
orld Malaria Day 2012 
was celebrated in Nepal 
with a slogan "Sustain 

Gains, Save Lives: Invest in 
Malaria",with a week long 
programmes in 13 high and 18 
moderate risk districts of Nepal. 
Advocacy meetings with the 

journalists, rally by the students and 
debate programs among the school 
students were organized in districts. 
At central level, Director EDCD and 
National Malaria Program Manager, 
Dr G D Thakur organized an 
interaction meeting with the 
journalists on 23rd April 2012, 
followed by which the central level 
staffs departed to districts for 
supporting celebration and 
monitoring program. 

  
WHO SEARO Regional Director’s 
Message on the occasion of World 
Malaria day was published on the 
widely circulated national daily ―The 
Himalayan Times‖. 
 
Please find herewith attached links 
of some of the events, publications 
in local news papers for your 
information and records.  

World Malaria Day 2012 

WHO 
KATHMANDU, 25 April — 

Rally on the occasion of  World Malaria Day 
2012. 
 
Photo: WHO 

―While listening this afternoon to the 
closing statements of the 
participants, I felt that this capacity 
building workshop was a success.  
They all have made tremendous 
progress to better understand the 
Convention and its implication for 
Nepal‖, said UNESCO 
Representative to Nepal Axel 
Plathe addressing the closing 
ceremony.  

The workshop was the first among 
a series of training events over the 
next 18 months. The other 
workshops to follow are on 
community-based inventorying of 
intangible cultural heritage and 
elaborating nominations to the 
Intangible Cultural Heritage List.  

The workshop is a part of the 
regional capacity building project 

―Safeguarding Intangible Cultural 
Heritage through the Strengthening 
of National Capacities in Asia and 
the Pacific‖ funded by the 
Government of Japan within the 
framework of UNESCO’s global 
capacity-building strategy for the 
implementation of the 2003 
Convention around the world. 

Nepal’s cultureContd.. 
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T 
ulasi Budha Magar, 42, is a 
rising entrepreneur in 
mushroom business. She 

received the technical skills in a 12-
day mushroom farming training 
organised by the UNDP. 

Micro-enterprise Development 
Programme (MEDEP) in her 
hometown Tulsipur, Dang district.  

As a start up support after the 
training, MEDEP also provided her 
a water tank, refrigerator, straw 
cutter, drum, motor and further 

trainings in packaging and 
marketing the mushrooms. 

 As a result, Tulasi earned a net 
profit of Rs 110,000 (US$ 1,401) 
last year, whereas her investment 
was less than US$ 1,000.  

Thanks to her steadily rising profit, 
she has built a home for herself 
now. In addition, she has 
constructed a shed for growing 
mushroom at a cost of 2 million 
rupees (US$ 25,477). Her total 
investment in the enterprise is 
15,000 rupees (less than US$ 200).  

Through MEDEP’s support, she 

also been receiving the opportunity 
to participate in local, regional and 
national level agricultural expos and 
trade fairs. 

The benefits of mushroom farming 
are manifold. She has become a 
known trainer and has trained more 
than 1000 people. 

An active entrepreneur, Ganga now 
is the chair of Ganga Mala 
Agriculture Micro-Entrepreneurs' 
Group, Tulasipur Market Centre, 
vice chair of District Micro-
Entrepreneurs' Groups Association 
and a member of the National Micro
-entrepreneurs' Groups 
Association. 

Tulsi’s mushroom 

business 
UNDP 
KATHMANDU, 2 April —  

Tulasi Budha Magar, 42, is a rising 
entrepreneur in mushroom business. 
 
Photo: UNDP 

Nepal's economy is predominantly based on agriculture (34% of GDP) and provides livelihoods to approximately 70% 
of the population. Employment in the agricultural sector is seasonal and unemployment rate is above 40%. Nepal's 
rural economy has been hugely dependent on agriculture and in the last three to four decades, the country has been 
witnessing a rapid increase in population, while the growth in agriculture has remained unparallel. The agriculture 
sector grew by an average of 2.39 percent during the FY 1994/95 and FY 1998/99, which is slightly above the pre-
sent rate of population growth of 2.27 percent. This has accentuated the incidence of poverty particularly in the rural 
areas. Lack of employment opportunities coupled with the alarming rate of population growth has resulted in the un-
derutilization of between 40 to 60% of the adult workforce in Nepal. 
 
To meet the economic necessities of the rural masses and 
in particular to cater to the needs of those living below the 
poverty line, the Government of Nepal and the UNDP en-
tered into a technical collaboration to promote off-farm 
employment and income-generating opportunities. The 
partnership between the Nepal Government and the 
UNDP established MEDEP in July 1998 in 10 districts of 
Nepal, covering two districts each from the five develop-
ment regions. Initially designed as a five-year programme, 
interest in the programme by funding agencies resulted in 
the extension of the programme for another four years to 
cover an additional ten districts until December 2007. 

ABOUT — Micro Enterprise Development Programme (GON/MEDEP) Brief 
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T 
he small village of Kharbang 
in Dagatundada, Baglung 
(western Nepal) has a 

government-run Shree Tribhuvan 
secondary school. Though a lot of 
people prefer sending their children 
to private schools as long as they 
can afford, Kharbang witnesses a 
different scenario. The Tribhuvan 
school’s management committee 
says, ―students have now started to 
prefer this school over private 
schools. Even those students who 
had already enrolled in one of the 
private schools have joined this 
public school now.‖ The charm 
behind joining this school is the 
benefit that the school can now 
offer to the students after electricity 
has come to the village with the 
support of UNDP micro-hydro 
project. 

The school now has a computer lab 
with a desktop and 15 laptop 
computers, a printer cum photocopy 

machine, a projector, digital library 
of educational and reference 
materials for the teachers and 
students and easy access to 
internet. These facilities have made 
the school the most preferred one 
for many students and guardians. 
Students are now more enthusiastic 
about taking classes, and teachers 
have access to a lot more 
educational and reference materials 
than in the past. The teaching-
learning process has become more 
effective and results have improved 
with more students passing their 
final exams. 

Krishna Prasad Kharel, the principal 
who has been with this school for 
the last 29 years sees a drastic 
change in the excitement of the 
students for learning. He proudly 
says, ―Our school has been 
selected from among many 
hundred schools to receive a grant 
of 50 computers from the 
government for expanding and 
improving computer classes. So, 
from this session onwards we are 

going to run classes using 
computers for just not computer 
subjects but also for maths, 
science, English and Nepali in 
grades from grades 2 to 6.‖ UNDP’s 
Renewable Energy for Rural 
Livelihood (RERL) programme 
(successor project of Rural Energy 
evelopment Programme, 1996-
2011) works as a facilitator that 
helps the community to identify, 
establish and run energy 
consuming enterprises so that the 
generated electricity can be utilized 
during day time as well. The 
community is involved from the 
inception phase of the micro hydro 
project and are trained to maintain 
and sustain the plant. The project 
now is focusing more on promoting 
sustainable livelihoods. In 
Kharbang, RERL has promoted 
several livelihood activities through 
technical capacity building and also 
through direct financial assistance. 

These successes have led to the 
model being adopted by the 
government in its landmark Rural 
Energy Policy (2006) and as the 
basis for its nationwide Micro-hydro 
Village Electrification Programme 
(MHVEP), which is funded by the 
World Bank. 

Energy changes the face of 

Dagtundanda 

UNDP 
BAGLUNG, April — 

Micro Hydro power plan...  

Sarathi FM Radio station.. 

Dhan Bahadur Kaucha’s dental clinic... 

Children taking daily lessons in laptop.. 
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UN-HABITAT has developed a 
checklist for mainstreaming gender 
under the second phase of Cities 
and Climate Change Initiatives 
(CCCI) initiated by UN-Habitat in 20 
cities of 13 countries. The check list 
is being tested in different countries 
and Nepal (Kathmandu Valley) is 
one of those few countries chosen 
by UN-HABITAT. The purpose of 
testing the tool is (a) to test, tailor 
and disseminate the gender and 
climate change checklist in the 
context of Kathmandu Valley (b) to 
disseminate the findings to the 
stakeholders for adaptation of the 
toolkit to mainstream gender in 
climate change initiatives. 

The checklist had been tested in 
Kathmandu valley varying from 
policy makers to local authorities 
and even incorporated valuable 
inputs from the communities with 
specific focus on women and their 
respective experiences and 
concerns.  

To share the findings of the tested 
checklist, a dissemination workshop 
was organized on 10th April 2012 in 
Kathmandu bringing together 

individual experts and those 
participated in the interaction, 
representatives from, all the five 
municipalities in the Kathmandu 
Valley and representatives from 
civil society organizations and 
grassroots organizations and the 
government. The major objectives 
of this gathering are: 

 Sharing the findings and way 
forward at national, municipal 
and neighborhood level and 
validate the findings, 

 Receive feedback  on the 
findings and for UN-HABITAT 
to move ahead  

The objectives of the dissemination 
workshop were achieved to a 
greater extent. For example (a) the 
findings from the test, reflections 
and suggestions were shared (b) a 
very good feedback received on the 
presentations and way forward for 
UN-HABITAT. The most exciting 
part of this workshop is that it is 
actively participated by ranges of 
representation from policy makers 
to implementations to grass-root 
women groups. This forum provided 
avenues to share the concerns and 
issues from multi dimensional 
perspectives opening door to new 

avenues.   

This interaction on findings of the 
testing of the tool kit on Impact of 
Climate Change on Gender is not a 
beginning and end in itself. 
Addressing the meeting Ms. Meena 
Khanal, Joint Secretary of Ministry 
of Environment thanked UN-Habitat 
to bring in such an important issue 
and urged the participants to focus 
on gender perspective particularly 
impact on women health. In the 
climate change initiatives women 
should not be limited to passive 
receivers but they should be 
involved in the process giving them 
leading role. Ms. Ang Dawa 
Shrepa, Honble’ member of 
Constitution Assembly highlighted 
the situation of women in Nepal and 
called for a gender-focused action 
while building climate resilient 
society. 

The workshop provided insights for 
UN-HABITAT to build upon what 
has been done so far and 
contribute in addressing the impact 
of Climate Change on Gender. As 
suggested by the participants the 
findings need to be a rolling 
document and fine-tuned further so 
that it can be validated at all level. 
Similarly, the toolkit need to be 
finalized with wider consultations as 
suggested, translated into Nepali 
and other regional languages so 
that it can be understood and 
applied with ease at all level for 
benchmarking the impact of Climate 
Change on Gender and plan 
actions to minimize the impact on 
gender at all level.  

Climate Change & Gender 

Initiatives in Nepal 
UN-HABITAT 
KATHMANDU, 10 April —  

National sharing workshop on progress.  
 
Photo: UN-HABITAT 

Queuing for water: the obvious impact of 
climate change observed in Kathmandu 
coupled with Urbanization on gender 
related issues.  
 
Photo: UN-HABITAT 
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Group Strengthening and 
Enterprise Development Training 
Group strengthening and enterprise 
development training have been 
completed in 10 pilot districts: 
Kavre, Bara, Kapilvastu, Banke, 
Surkhet, Kailali, Dadeldhura, 
Syangja, Ilam and Jhapa during 
March and April 2012. The three 
days residential Training of Trainers 
(TOT) was conducted respective 
districts in coordination with District 
Agriculture Development office 
(DADO). Farmer Facilitators, 
District Technical Team of DADO 
and Agriculture Service Centre 
(ASC) staff participated in the 
training. Market management and 
Group Strengthening Expert Mr. 
Ramesh Poudel and Co Trainer Ms. 
Rachana Pandit facilitated the 
complete training sessions. The 
training was focused on the 
practical issues and challenges in 
IPM products marketing. 

After the TOT, responsible farmer 
facilitators of IPM groups conducted 
the same training at Ward level. 
About 1900 farmers from 76 IPM 
groups received the training in 
Bara, Kapilvastu, Banke, Surkhet 

and Kailali districts in April 2012. 
Through this training, IPM groups 

would be able to strengthen the 
group activities and work for 
organized IPM production and 
marketing. 

Monitoring from IPM Facilitators 
To assess the effectiveness of 
the group 
strengthening and enterprises 
development training, participatory 
monitoring of the training was 
carried out in 5 programme districts: 
Bara, Kapilvastu, Banke, Surkhet 
and Kailali. Association of District 
IPM Farmer Facilitators was made 
responsible to carry out the on-the-
spot monitoring of the training.. 
Accordingly, Farmer Facilitators 
who delivered the training 
themselves took part in the 
monitoring of the Ward level 
training. IPM Programme provided 
a manual and a set of questionnaire 
for the participatory monitoring. 
Similarly, District Technical Team 
and ASC staff also monitored the 
training session in each ward where 
training programs were conducted.  

Mid Term Evaluation of the IPM 
Programme 
Government of Norway fielded a 

Mid Term Review (MTR) team to 
evaluate the National IPM 
Programme in Nepal from 8 
February to 3 March 2012. The 
evaluation was carried out by a 
team of 4 independent consultants 
(two international and 2 national) 
hired by NORAD. Prior to review, 
the MTR team was briefed on the 
programme goal, objectives, 
outputs, strategies and progress 
made by the National IPM 
Programme. Then, the team held 
meetings with programme team and 
Programme Coordinator and 
Programme Director of PPD. They 
also had meetings with Secretary of 
MoAC, Director General of DoA, 
Programme Coordinator of National 
IPM Programme and Programme 
Director of PPD, Norwegian 
Embassy and FAO Nepal team. 
The team went through project 
documents, progress reports, 
guidelines, curricula, manuals and 
field programme reports. The team 
also gathered information from 
CTEVT, NARC, IAAS, Caritas 
Nepal and SSMP. After the 
meetings, the team visited IPM 
programme sites in Kavre, Tanahu, 
Chitwan and Bara districts where 
they interacted with the IPM group 
farmers and observed the crop 
production activities carried out by 
these farmers.  

Integrated Pest 

Management 

FAO 
Banke, 31 June —  

Programme Director of DAT Mr. R. P. 
Pulami addressing TOT participants in 
Banke district.  
 
Photo: FAO 
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World Press Freedom Day was 
celebrated on 3 May around the 
world under the theme ―media 
freedom helping transform 
societies‖. In Nepal, this theme 
translated into an event advocating 
the appropriate coverage of press 
freedom, freedom of expression 
and right to information in the 
ongoing constitution-writing 
process. The event was jointly 
organized by UNESCO and the 
Federation of Nepali Journalists 
(FNJ). 

The seminar in Kathmandu was 
attended by journalists, civil society 
activists and representatives of 
media houses. Representatives of 
all four main parties were present in 
the event, and all parties reiterated 
their commitment to press freedom 
and freedom of expression. 

During the discussion it was pointed 
out that while relatively strong, the 
proposed guarantees on press 
freedom, freedom of expression 
and right to information are weaker 
than those found in the 1990 
Constitution or in the 2007 Interim 
Constitution and not fully in line with 
international standards.It was 
brought up that the current proposal 
on the right to information is too 
narrow, according to which people 
have right to information deemed to 
be of concern to the citizens or the 
general public. 

―This limitation leaves room for 
negative interpretation and might 
lead to a situation where authorities 
for example refuse access to 
information which they do not deem 
to be of concern to a citizen or the 
public‖ said Axel Plathe, Head of 
Office and UNESCO representative 
to Nepal. 

It was also discussed who are 
entitled to these rights. In the draft 
constitution the guarantee of 
freedom of expression and opinion 
applies only to citizens, as opposed 
to everyone. 

―This limit is particularly unfortunate 
in Nepal with a large number of non
-citizens, some of whom are 
stateless. It is crucial the right to 
information to be extended to all 
men and women in Nepal, 
regardless of their citizenship 
status‖, Axel Plathe said. 

Participants of the event also raised 
the issues of Working Journalists 
Act and safety of journalists. 
Throughout the event the message 
of Nepal’s journalists was clear: 
media has a crucial role in 
supporting Nepal’s pursuit towards 
sustainable peace and democracy 
but it can only play this role when 
its rights have been guaranteed 
both in the constitution and in 
practice. 

Constitution must 

guarantee press freedom 

and freedom of expression 

UNESCO 
KATHMANDU, 3 May — 

Launching of FNJ’s annual report 
 
Photo: UNESCO/T. Ylikoski 
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