
United Nations in Nepal 

Thirty trainees from socially 
excluded groups who joined the UN 
in March 2011 completed their 11-
month long traineeship period. The 
programme was initiated by the UN 
in Nepal for the first time to 
enhance personal skills and 
competencies of the socially 
excluded and marginalized groups 
with less opportunity to build their 
capacity. 

It is expected that this traineeship 
experience with the UN will open 
wider opportunities for them to get 
good employment and livelihood 
opportunities. The trainees were 
spread in eight UN agencies 
UNICEF, OHCHR, UNFPA, FAO, 
UNESCO, WHO, UNCHR and 
UNDP and the Office of the 
Resident and Humanitarian 
Coordinator. 

UN Resident and Humanitarian 
Coordinator Robert Piper handed 

out the completion certificates and 
congratulated all the graduating 
trainees. The trainees also shared 
their experiences and launched 
their Newsletter— New Horizons 
(http://unic.un.org/imucms/
kathmandu/35/936/un-news.aspx). 
The traineeship Programme 
continues and a new batch of 
trainees is expected to join in June 
this year. 

Mr. Robert Piper said, ―This 
scheme has been a pilot and based 
on its success, we have decided to 
continue to give members of 
traditionally excluded communities 
an opportunity to gain experience 
from working at the United Nations 
in Nepal. Our decision to continue, 
is not least, based on the results we 
have seen from this first cohort of 
extraordinary individuals. I wish 
them all success in 
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“ 
I am very happy to congratulate all of the trainees who have 
completed their 11 month UN Traineeship. This has been a 
remarkable group of young people and we hope that prospective 

employers will benefit from the professional and personal growth we have 
seen in them over the past year. Indeed, we have also benefitted greatly 
from their presence and inputs.” 
 

UN Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator  
Robert Piper  

http://unic.un.org/imucms/kathmandu/35/936/un-news.aspx
http://unic.un.org/imucms/kathmandu/35/936/un-news.aspx
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their future endeavours.‖ 
 

Many of the trainees under the Joint 
UN Traineeship Programme came 
to know about this program through 
colleges and some got the 
information from local NGOs. 
Foundation for Development 
Management (FDM) went to 
colleges and many NGOs to 
advertise the Traineeship 
Programme and as a result, over 
700 youths applied for this 
Program. Some of the trainees 
were fresh graduates whereas 
some were teachers, social 
mobilisers, housewives or pursuing 
different jobs. There was an 
extensive screening procedure to 
select only 31 individuals. All of 
them joined with the hope that it will 
provide a platform for their future 
career. Being associated with many 
UN agencies, it was only natural to 
think that the 11 months spend will 

give them a much needed impetus 
for their career.  

Many trainees came from a modest 
background and worked hard for 
their studies and this Traineeship 
program came as an opportunity for 
a better future. It was not easy for 
the individuals from historically and 
culturally excluded communities to 
compete freely in the modern work 
environment. To fit in the 
international organization is quite 
farfetched. However, with the 
learning from this program and 
many professional acquaintances 
they have developed; there is a 
hope for a better career.  

Pratik Bickram Rana, Program 
Specialist at Foundation for 
Development Management (FDM) 
said, ―We had to bear in mind that 
the quality of education was not of 
the same grade for all trainees. 
Some were quite privileged to be 

educated in good schools and 
colleges in Kathmandu whereas 
some of them studied from 
government schools and colleges 
with poor standard of education. He 
added, ―Since UN is an 
international organization, it 
required English as means of 
communication-written or spoken. 
This was also a learning experience 
in terms of written and spoken 
ability. I believe the 11 months 
structured full time training imparted 
to trainees helped develop 
expertise in their area of work, 
communication skills, building team 
work, drive for result etc. Instilling in 
trainees such virtues would be 
pivotal for their growth in their 
professional and personal life.‖  

UN Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator 
Mr. Robert Piper along with the participants 
of the UN Traineeship programme.  
 
Photo: UN 
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The second phase of conservation 
work was completed last week in 
Lumbini, the birthplace of Buddha, 
a World Heritage Site since 1997.  

The conservation team led by 
Italian conservator Costantino 
Meucci together with a national 
team from the Department of 
Archaeology and the Lumbini 
Development Trust focused this 
season on the analytical 
investigations of the archaeological 
remains within the Maya Devi 
Temple including the microclimate 
monitoring and the placement of the 
new protective box for the Marker 
Stone.  

The conservation team, with 
assistance from University of Rome, 
Italy studied the archaeological 
remains contained within the Maya 
Devi Temple and the underground 
water table inside and outside the 
temple, the results of which will be 

available later this year. 

The team installed a new larger 
protective glass box for the Marker 
Stone, which will facilitate the 
control of biological growth on the 
stone.  

Additionally, the two fragmented 
terracotta pots recovered from the 
January excavation by the 
archaeology team were restored by 
the conservation team.  

The conservation activity is part of a 
larger project entitled 
―Strengthening the Conservation 
and Management of Lumbini, the 
Birthplace of Lord Buddha‖, 
launched in 2010. The project is 
funded by the Government of Japan 
through the Japanese-Funds-in-
Trust for the Preservation of the 
World‘s Cultural Heritage, and co-
ordinated by the UNESCO Office in 
Kathmandu.  

UNESCO 
LUMBINI, 31 March — 

Conservation of Lumbini  

monuments continues 

Study of archaeological remains in the 
Maya Devi Temple. 
 
Photo: UNESCO 

General Assembly Committee on 
Information – 34th session 
http://www.un.org/en/ga/coi/ 
The Committee on Information is 
responsible for overseeing the work 
of the Department of Public 
Information and for providing it 
guidance on policies, programmes 
and activities of the Department. Its 
Chairman, Mr. Eduardo Ulibarri of 
Costa Rica, will preside over the 
34th Session (23 April - 4 May 
2012) and its general debate 
scheduled (23 - 25 April 2012). 
 

Policy guidelines for the 

development and promotion 

of open access (UNESCO) 

http://www.unesco.org/new/

en/media-services/single-view/

news/

open_access_to_scientific_infor

mation_policy_guidelines_for_o

pen_access_released/ 

UNESCO issued this publication 

to demystify the concept of 

Open Access (OA) and to 

provide concrete steps on 

putting relevant policies in 

place. Building capacities in 

Member States for Open 

Access is a necessary but not 

sufficient condition for 

promotion of the concept. 

Creating an enabling policy 

environment for OA is 

therefore a priority. This 

publication will serve the needs 

of OA policy development at 

the government, institutional 

and funding agency level. The 

overall objective of the Policy 

Guidelines is to promote Open 

Access in Member States by 

facilitating understanding of all 

relevant issues related to Open 

Access. The guidelines are not 

prescriptive in nature, but are 

suggestive to facilitate 

knowledge-based decision-

making to adopt OA policies 

and strengthen national 

research systems.  

 

The Safety of Journalists 

and the Danger of Impunity 

(UNESCO) 

http://www.unesco.org/new/

fileadmin/MULTIMEDIA/HQ/CI/

CI/pdf/IPDC/

ipdc28_dg_safety_report_final

_rev.pdf  

Over the last decade, more 

than 500 journalists and media 

workers have been killed 

worldwide, with many more 

wounded or threatened while 

carrying out their professional 

responsibilities. In 2011 alone, 

62 journalists were killed. 

 

Security Council - The 

Situation in the Middle East: 

Syria (UN Pulse, 23 April 

2012) 

http://tmblr.co/ZE4p7xFvFHxG 

Further UN Pulse entries on 

Syria:  

http://un-library.tumblr.com/

search/syria 

New UN Links 
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Experts from Pakistan and India 
joined local experts in Kathmandu, 
to review Tools for building new and 
retrofitting existing hospitals and 
schools.    

The two day Expert Group Meeting 
was organized by the UN-Habitat 
and UN-ISDR, and hosted by the 
Ministry of Education (MoA), 
Ministry of Health and Population 
(MoHP), Ministry of Physical 
Planning and Works (MoPPW), as 
well as Asian Development Bank, 
and the World Health Organization, 
as the co-leads of hospitals and 
schools safety respectively under 
the Flagship 1 of the Nepal Risk 
Reduction Consortium (NRRC). 

Following opening remarks of UN-
Habitat Bangkok Chief Ms. Mariko 
Sato, overview of the Tool Kit was 
presented by Dr. P.K. Das, followed 
by remarks from SAARC Disaster 
Management Centre (SDMC) 
representative Mr. Mriganka 
Ghatak, WHO representative Dr. 
Lin Aung, MoHP Joint Secretary Dr. 
Sainendra Upreti, MoPPW 
Secretary Mr. Tulasi Prasad 
Sitaula, and MoE Secretary Mr. 
Kishore Thapa.    

In his opening remarks, Mr Thapa 
said that most of the school 
buildings, out of 34,000 schools in 
Nepal are 3 to 4 decades old.  ―We 
can‘t afford to keep our children in 
unsafe buildings. We need to act 
now‖, he added.   

Key issues discussed at the 

meeting were how to improve 
awareness and capacity of the top 
level management to make 
informed decisions for safe schools 
and hospitals and on the 
possibilities for retrofitting through 
‗retro-maintenance‘, where risks are 
measured as part of the regular 
maintenance and assets 
management through relevant data 
of the health and education 
institutions. 

Specific suggestions from the three 
countries experts helped improve 
the draft toolkits in the area of 
checklists, guidance notes, issue 
importance, hazard importance, 
scoring scale and the overall 
concept and methodology.  

The preparation of the Tools are 
been carried out jointly by UN-
Habitat and UN-ISDR with the 
support of the SCMC and are being 
field tested by relevant ministries, 
and other partners.   

Experts review Toolkit 

for Safer Schools and 

Hospitals in South Asia 

UN-HABITAT 
KATHMANDU, 31 March — 

Participants at the programme.  
 
Photo: UN-HABITAT 
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The Nepal Forum of Environmental 
Journalists and the Kenyan Arid 
Lands Information Network are the 
co-winners of the 2012 edition of 
the UNESCO-IPDC Prize for Rural 
Communication, which recognizes 
meritorious and innovative efforts to 
improve communication for rural 
communities in developing 
countries. The award ceremony 
took place on 22 March at 
UNESCO Headquarters during the 
28th session of the IPDC Council.  

The two laureates shared the US$ 
20,000 Prize, which recognizes 
meritorious and innovative effort to 
improve communication for rural 
communities in developing 
countries. It is awarded every two 
years following a recommendation 
to the UNESCO Director-General 
by the IPDC Bureau, which acts as 
jury for the Prize. 

Raghu Mainali, the coordinator of 
Community Radio Support Centre 
of Nepal‘s Forum of Environmental 
Journalist who returned from Paris 
after receiving the award tells about 
their work and the impact of Nepal‘s 

community radios. 

Can you resume in one 

sentence the aim of the 

organization? 
To create a vibrant and sustainable 
community media sector in Nepal." 

Can you give a 

concrete example?  
Community radios have played a 
significant role in promoting civil 
rights and human rights in Nepal. 
The community radios have played 
role in making the backward and 
marginalized people informed. 
Informed citizen can take informed 
decisions, which helps democracy. 

Free education for the disabled can 
be taken as an example here. The 
Supreme Court of Nepal ruled four 
years ago that state should provide 
free education to the disabled. The 
ruling was not abided by in different 
parts of the country. And even 
some disabled people did not know 
about free education. Dang in the 
mid-western region of Nepal was 
one of the districts in which the 
disabled were deprived of free 

education despite of the court 
ruling. Radio Swargadwari raised 
this issue frequently. Consequently, 
free education was managed to the 
disabled in the district.  

Besides, they have raised voices 
against the structural and cultural 
violence meted out to women. 
Radio Palung gave its whole 12-
hour broadcast time to advocate for 
women rights from March 8-15, 
2007. Kathmandu-based Radio 
Sagarmatha launched clean air 
campaign round the year in 1999. 
Consequently, the government was 
compelled to take a decision of 
phasing out polluting vehicles and 
three-wheeler diesel-run Bikram 
Tempos out of the capital.    

How the organization 

work has contributed 

to the improvement of 

rural communities? 
NEFEJ has nurtured and has been 
campaigning for effective rural 
communications since its inception 
in 1986. Its early work included 
publishing rural wall-newspapers on 
the environment, and producing 

YUNESCO-IPDC Prize for Rural 

Communication to Nepal 

UNESCO 
KATHMANDU, 22 March —    

Raghu Mainali is one of the community 
radio experts who have developed the 
unique Community Radio Performance 
Assessment System. 
 
Photo: UNESCO 

C 
ommunity radios have played a significant role in 
promoting civil rights and human rights in Nepal. 
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programs on state run radio for 
effective environmental 
communication.  

These activities culminated in 
lobbying for including privatization 
of radio in the government‘s 
communication policy and for 
legislation in the early 1990s. 
Following legislation NEFEJ applied 
for and lobbied for a license and 
was eventually licensed as the first 
community radio in all of South 
Asia. Radio Sagarmatha was 
established with the support of 
UNESCO/IPDC and as the first 
community radio in Nepal. 

After the successful establishment 
of Radio Sagarmatha NEFEJ 
established the Community Radio 
Support Centre (CRSC) which has 
been actively involved in enabling, 
promoting and assisting about 125 
of these community radios to 
conceptualize the idea, to obtain 
licenses and set up their stations. It 
has also been supporting them in 
programming and institutional 
development ever since.  

Today community radio broadcasts 
reach about 85 percent of Nepal‘s 
27 million people. The community 
radio movement has now reached 
74 of Nepal‘s 75 districts and these 
stations have therefore improved 
the people‘s access to information, 
and provided them a platform to 
voice their concerns. 

What is the 

organization´s more 

relevant contribution 

to the field of media 

development? 
The organization was instrumental 
in building up the legal and policy 
environment for Community and 
independent broadcasting in Nepal. 

It has trained over 125 radio 
stations' journalists, technicians and 
program producers and managers.  

In order to facilitate the community 
radio movement in Nepal it has also 
developed a number of reference 
materials such as community radio 
performance assessment system, 
community radio organization 
development guidebook, 
community radio strategic planning 
manual, community radio collective 
marketing strategy, radio pledge, 
and community radio principles and 
prospects targeting the community 
radio practitioners, promoters and 
policy makers.  

In 2001 the organization served as 
the founding president of the 
Association of Community Radio 
Broadcasters and later in 2005 it 
led the Save Independent Radio 
Movement when radios were 
attacked by the regime that had 
sent soldiers to stop them from 
broadcasting news programmes. 

How do you see the 

future of Nepal’s 

community radio 

field? What are the 

challenges and 

opportunities? 
Challenges of the organization are 
finding ways to make the radio 
stations sustainable and to assist 
them community managed and in 
making their content more oriented 
to their rural community. These 
activities would involve 
campaigning to prevent ‗elite‘ 
capture of the stations and in 
ensuring real community ownership 
of the stations.  

Another challenge is supporting the 
creation of a legal and policy 

environment that is supportive of  
community radios which in Nepal 
are not differentiated in terms of 
licensing, royalties and fees. 

The opportunities in Nepal‘s radio 
movement include involving the 
radios in the preservation and 
promotion of the diverse cultures 
and languages, promotion of social 
inclusion, and also support the 
initiatives for expanding literacy by 
making the people aware about the 
values of education.  

Radio can, until Nepal‘s literacy 
increases, serve as a medium for 
taking education to illiterate 
populations. Another opportunity is 
using radio for making public 
institutions more accountable, 
transparent and responsive to their 
stakeholders and for informing 
people about the basic services 
available from the state in health, 
education, nutrition and the like for 
creating demand for these services 
and also for capacitating the people 
to make informed choices.  

How do you see the 

role of rural 

community radios in 

Nepal’s peace building 

process? 
Nepal is undergoing through a 
difficult political transition and a 
process for establishing peace. The 
radio stations have served as a 
common platform for expressing 
emotions and for voicing concerns 
and for promoting a culture of 
democratic discourse and debate. 
This discussion is more vital for 
institutionalizing the new republic 
and to motivate the people for 
building social harmony, which is 
vital for sustaining peace. 

YUNESCO-IPDC PrizeContd... 
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At the age of 13, Astha (Name 
changed) was taken to a carpet 
factory in Kathmandu to work. "I 
was not aware that I had been sold 
to the owner," says Astha. "They 
made me work hard weaving 
carpets, and at night the owner 
would call me aside and sexually 
abuse me. I worked there for eight 
years and saw girls who were 
forced by the owner to sell their 
kidneys." 

Astha is one of the thousands of 
young Nepalese women and girls 
who have been trafficked into a life 
of forced labour, sexual exploitation 
and constant fear. The girls are 
trafficked each year and are usually 
sent to India, Malaysia, Saudi 
Arabia and other Gulf States for 
sexual exploitation. Most come from 
rural areas. Many traffickers, who 
are often part of well-organized 
networks, entrap their victims and 
deceive their guardians by offering 
the girls marriage and a better life. 
Instead, the girls end up enslaved. 
According to Astha, girls who are 
sold to brothels can earn their 
captors as much as $250,000 
during their "careers" as sex 
workers. 

Astha was one of the fortunate few 
who escaped this brutal and 

degrading life. One day, an 
outreach worker from an NGO 
called Shakti Samuha came to the 
factory where she worked and 
talked about trafficking and the kind 
of help that was available. Astha 
sought the organization's aid and 
got away. 

Today, Astha works for Shakti 
Samuha as warden of its shelter for 
trafficked women in Kathmandu. 
Shakti Samuha was founded by 
Nepalese women who were 
themselves trafficking victims and 
therefore understand what kinds of 
support and resources are needed 
most by the women whom the 
organization serves. UNODC and 
its partners have provided support 
to the Shakti Samuha shelter 
through a regional anti-trafficking 
project.  The organization provides 
victims with food and shelter, 
counselling, vocational training - 
and acceptance. 

Most Nepalese women and girls 
who have been trafficked cannot 
return to their homes for fear of 
discrimination and abandonment. 
Indeed, family members are often 
complicit in trafficking in Nepal, so 
they are unlikely to welcome their 
daughters back. Shakti Samuha 
gives young women who have been 
trafficked a new chance at life, 
helping them to gradually 
reintegrate into society and regain 
their dignity and self-respect. It also 
offers self-defence training against 
violence and classes in HIV 
prevention. 

Shakti Samuha reaches out to 
young girls across Nepal, raising 
awareness about trafficking for 

sexual exploitation. It works with the 
Government of Nepal to help set up 
district-level anti-trafficking units 
that disseminate information. Shakti 
Samuha outreach workers also help 
women who may be sexually 
exploited in dance bars and 
factories. 

Every year, thousands of men, 
women and children fall victim to 
traffickers in their home countries 
and abroad. Through coercion, 
deceit or force, they are exploited 
for labour, sex or even their organs. 
Almost every country in the world is 
affected by this crime against 
humanity, whether as a country of 
origin, transit or destination for 
victims. 

UNODC is working to help States 
prevent human trafficking, protect 
its victims and prosecute its 
perpetrators in line with the United 
Nations Protocol to Prevent, 
Suppress and Punish Trafficking in 
Persons. As of March 2010, 137 
States are party to the Protocol. 

UNODC helps countries draft laws 
and create comprehensive anti-
trafficking strategies and assists 
with the resources needed to 
implement them. UNODC offers 
specialized assistance, including 
the development of local capacity 
and expertise, and practical tools to 
encourage cross-border 
cooperation in investigations and 
prosecutions. UNODC also rallies 
international opposition to human 
trafficking among the private sector, 
civil society, the media and the 
general public through the Global 
Initiative to Fight Human Trafficking 
( UN.GIFT) and the Blue Heart 

Astha: building a new life in Nepal 

UNODC 
KATHMANDU, 31 March 

T 
hey made me work hard weaving carpets, and at night 
the owner would call me aside and sexually abuse me. 
 

- Astha , 13, Carpet Worker 
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Within the span of 14 years Masina 
Khatoon gave birth to 11 daughters 
– it was the couple‘s desire to have 
a son. She is one 

of the many women from the rural 
communities of Nepal who give 
birth to many daughters hoping for 
a son to be born. 

Masina Khatoon finally ended the 
physical pain of going through 
labour by daring to stand up against 
the long-held traditional norms, to 
dream for her daughters, to say ‗not 
any more‘ and finally to decide for 
herself ! 

And while she builds a future for her 
daughters, will another pregnancy 
come in the way? No ! She has 
decided not to have any more 
children. Although the society that 
she lives in is not yet totally 
respectful to women without sons, 
she has made the move. And for a 
Muslim woman from her society, 
her move is extremely courageous. 
Her husband is also now supportive 
of her decision.  

Many daughters in the villages of 
Nepal are neglected and denied 
their fundamental rights, because 
they are daughters, not sons. It is 
not like that with Masina anymore ! 
Masina now dreams of educating 
her daughters to make them 
independent. Unfortunately two of 
her daughters are now too old to 
attend regular schooling. But her 
three daughters – Jaymul, Apsana 

and Samsa, go to school. ―Another 
two will go to school when they are 
of school-going age‖, says Masina. 
Sadly, four of her eleven daughters 
are no more. 

And this change was brought about 
by UNDP‘s Livelihood Recovery for 
Peace (LRP) project. The LRP 
project mobilizes community groups 
across its implementation districts. 
These groups, formed amongst the 
most socio-economically deprived 
and vulnerable communities, run 
regular Participatory Learning and 
Action (PLA) sessions facilitated by 
the project‘s peace and livelihood 
facilitators and provide an 
opportunity for the group members 
to learn about how they can access 
and exercise their basic rights and 
work to transform their 

communities. The sessions also 
provide members with the chance 
to join together to promote social 
and environmental improvements. 

One of the things that members of 
the Nuri Shanti Samuha, one of the 
LRP community groups in 
Kolhuwabagaiya village of 
Mahottari district have learned from 
the PLA sessions is gender equality 
– that sons and daughters are 
equal. They have also learned that 
it is not the woman‘s reproductive 
ability that determines whether a 
son or a daughter will be born.  

The community encouraged Masina 
to go for surgery to stop having any 
more children and to focus on 
educating her daughters. Masina 
heeded to the groups 
encouragement. The awareness 
brought into the society by the 
weekly PLA sessions has 
transformed the thinking and 
behavior of Masina and the future 
of her daughters.  

Masina is now about to start her 
own small business with a grant of 
Rs. 9000 that she will receive under 
the Income Generating Activities 
(IGA) from LRP. She already has 
plans for utilizing her future income. 
She says ―If I have enough income 
to support my daughters‘ education, 
I will make them go for higher 
studies.‖ 

“My daughters will go to 

school…..” 
Success Story — UNDP 

Masina (pink sari) with her daughters, the one 
in blue is the eldest and is about to get married 
and the new born is in her arms.  
 
Photo: UNDP 

Masina listens as one of the members of Nuri Shanti community explains how they 
encouraged Masina to change.  
Photo: UNDP 
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