
United Nations in Nepal 

A 
n event to 
remember 
the 
Holocaust 

victims and learn from 
their experience was 
held at the UN House, 
Pulchowk. The event, 
held globally every 
year, was themed this 
year as ―Holocaust 
and Children‖.  

The event saw 
children from four 
schools, Graded 

English Medium 
School (GEMS), 
Valley View School, 
Chelsea International 
Academy and Koseli 
School. ―We could 
have never known 
what the children 
murdered in the 
Holocaust could have 
contributed to 
society,‖ said Robert 
Piper, the UN 
Resident Coordinator, 
quoting the UN 
Secretary-General 
Ban Ki-moon, adding, 
―We need to learn 

from history and 
protect those most 
vulnerable in our 
society, the children.‖ 
After a flash-mob 
performance at Patan 
Durbar Square and a 
rally to the UN House, 
the event started with 
a few words by Mr. 
Piper, which was 
followed by musical 
performances by 
Akshendra Jha and 
the Justice Denied 
band who performed 
Phulko Aankha Ma by 
Ani Choying Dolma, 

th
e
 

UN in Nepal Works 

JANUARY 2012 | Vol.  40  

NewsInsight 
3  DRR in education 

4  The UN-HABITAT urban youth fund 

6  Organic farming transforms life  

7  From combatants to health assistants 

On remembering  
the Holocaust  

UN Resident  and Humanitarian  Coordinator Mr. Robert Piper delivering UNSG ‘s message on 
Holocaust to the participating students in the UN House.  Photo: UNIC 
 

One and a half million Jewish 
children perished in the Holocaust 
– victims of persecution by the 
Nazis and their supporters. 

Tens of thousands of other children 
were also murdered.  They 
included people with disabilities…  
as well as Roma and Sinti. 

All were victims of a hate-filled 
ideology that labelled them 
―inferior‖.   

This year‘s International Day of 
Commemoration in Memory of the 
Victims of the Holocaust is 
dedicated to the children – girls 
and boys who faced sheer terror 
and evil. 

Many were orphaned by the war, or 
ripped away from their families. 

KATHMANDU, 27 Jan  

UNSG message on Holocaust.  
 
File Photo: UN 

About the Holocaust and the United Nations 

Outreach Programme 

Web: http://www.un.org/en/

holocaustremembrance/  

http://www.un.org/en/holocaustremembrance/
http://www.un.org/en/holocaustremembrance/
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Knocking on Heaven‘s 
Door by Guns N‘ 
Roses and Hamro 
Nepal by X-Marica 
and a cover on John 
Lennon‘s Imagine was 
performed by Revigya 
Joshi and Utpal 
Kandel. Spirit building 
exercises like crowd-
based rap 
performance by 
Akshendra Jha as 
well as a warm-up 
dance exercise called 
Doing the Dogie was 
also conducted. The 
event then went on to 
team-building sports 
activities with seven 
groups of children 
from different schools. 
The groups were 
formed to induce a 

strong bond among 
children from different 
social backgrounds.  

―We chose children 
from different types of 
socio-economic 
background. We 
brought in children 
from affluent schools 
as well as not-so 
affluent schools and 
made them interact 
with each other,‖ said 
nineteen year-old 
Nirmal Aryal, 
volunteer at the event.  

The children seemed 
to be affected by the 
message the UN was 
trying to put across. 
With speeches on the 
Holocaust and a 
documentary titled 

The Last Flight of Petr 
Ginz, the children 
were quite 
knowledgeable about 
the murders during 
the Nazi-era in 
Germany and seemed 
to have built up the 
notion that racism is 
harmful to individuals 
as well as the society. 

―We learned a lot 
about the ruthless 
murders that 
happened during the 
times of Hitler and 
how racism and bad 
treatment can affect 
people,‖ said eleven 
year old Apekshya 
Khanal from Chelsea 
International 
Academy. 

(Up) A student rally in progress carrying 

slogans related with social harmony from 

Patan Durbar Square to UN House.  

Photo: UNIC 

(Left) Team building exercise between 

students of various social background in 

progress in the UN House. 

Photo: UNIC 

(Left) School children performing 

flashmob to depict transition from social 

prejudices turning into social harmony at 

Patan Durbar Square.  

Photo: UNIC 

Many died of starvation, disease or 
at the hands of their abusers. 

We will never know what these 
children might have contributed to 
our world. 

And among the survivors, many 
were too shattered to tell their 
stories. 

Today, we seek to give voice to 
those accounts. 

That is why the United Nations 
continues to teach the universal 
lessons of the Holocaust. 

It is why we strive to promote 
children‘s rights and aspirations – 
every day and everywhere. 

And it is why we will continue to be 
inspired by the shining example of 
great humanitarians such as Raoul 
Wallenberg, in this, the centennial 
year of his birth.   

Today, as we remember all those 
lost during the Holocaust – young 
and old alike -- I call on all nations 
to protect the most vulnerable, 
regardless of race, colour, gender 
or religious beliefs.  

Children are uniquely vulnerable to 
the worst of humankind. 

We must show them the best this 
world has to offer. 

Thank you. 
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D 
isaster Risk Reduction in 
Nepal‘s education sector 
was held on the agenda 
of a two day discussion 

among government representatives 
and development partners in 
Kathmandu.   

The workshop on 30 and 31 
January 2012 aimed at reaching 
agreement on a coherent and 
holistic approach to Disaster Risk 
Reduction (DRR) in education and 
at exploring strategic options for 
integrating DRR into education 
sector planning. 

Items on the agenda included 
mainstreaming DRR in Education 
Policy and Planning,  DRR in 
teaching and learning, safe school 
facilities and promoting school 
safety and disaster management. 

DRR in education is a combination 
of actions, processes and attitudes 
necessary for disaster prevention, 
mitigation and preparedness. 
Embedding DRR in education 
policy is critical for its application 
and sustainability. The policies and 
plans need to address DRR in 
teaching and learning, school safety 
and disaster management, and the 

provision of safe school 
environments.  

The event was organized by the 
Department of Education, Ministry 
of Education and the Education 
Cluster in collaboration with 
UNICEF, Save the Children and 
UNESCO with support from Japan. 

Experts from Government, 
UNICEF, UNESCO, Save the 
Children, Asian Development Bank 
(ADB) and the International 
Federation of Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Societies (IFRC) 
facilitated the discussions. 

Rethinking disaster risk reduction 
in the education sector 

UNESCO 

What people know is more important than what they have when it 

comes to saving lives and reducing loss. 
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N 
AIROBI, Jan — The UN-
HABITAT Urban Youth 
Fund will this year 
provide one million 

dollars to projects led by young 
people aged 15-32 years who are 
piloting innovative approaches to 
employment, good urban 
governance, shelter and secure 
tenure. Small development 
initiatives are eligible for grants up 
to $25,000.  

Of the one billion slum dwellers in 
the world today, it is estimated that 
more than 70% are under the age 
of 30. These young people have 
few resources available to improve 
their own living environments. 
There are many youth-led initiatives 
in slums and squatter settlements 
around the world that require 
support in their efforts to transform 
their communities.  

UN-HABITAT invites young people 
based in cities or towns from the 
developing world to apply for grants 

from the fund. The application 
opens on February 15th 2012 and 
closes on April 15th 2012. More 
information and details are 
available at www.unhabitat.org/
youthfund.  

Background:  

This initiative sprang from the 21st 
session of the UN-HABITAT 
Governing Council in 2007 and has 
so far awarded grants to 172 
projects led by young people from 
all over the world.  

Many of the project ideas have 
been aimed at alleviating poverty, 
improving employment 
opportunities, improving the 
environment and increasing youth 
participation in decision-making. 
The fund promotes the poverty-
reduction aims of the Millennium 
Development Goals, and the 
Habitat Agenda for better, more 
sustainable and equitable towns 
and cities throughout the 
developing world.  

In his message for International 
Youth Day 2011, the UN Secretary 
General Ban Ki-moon stated that 
―far too many of the world‘s more 
than one billion young people lack 
the education, freedom and 
opportunities they deserve.  Yet 
despite these constraints – and in 
some cases because of them – 
young people are mobilizing in 
growing numbers to build a better 
future.  The international community 
must continue to work together to 
expand the horizons of opportunity 
for these young women and men 
and answer their legitimate 
demands for dignity, development 
and decent work.‖ 

THE UN-HABITAT  
URBAN YOUTH FUND 
UN-Habitat 

For further information, please 
contact: Head, Press & Media 
Relations Unit & Spokesperson, or 
Media Liaison, Press & Media 
Relations Unit, UN-HABITAT, 
Nairobi; Tel: (254 2) 7623065, 
7625518, Fax (254 2) 7624060,  
habitat.press@unhabitat.org,  

www.unhabitat.org 

Application Call — Feb 15 2012—Apr 15th 2012 

United Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN-HABITAT)  

P.O. Box 107 

Pulchowk, Lalitpur, Nepal 

Tel: + 977 1 5542816 

Fax: + 977 1 5539877 

Email: unhabitat.nepal@unhabitat.org.np 
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H 
ari Krishna Chaudhari is 
leading towards creating 
healthy homes by 
formalising a slogan, 

"clean environment for healthy life". 
Now, with the support of 
Strengthening Water, Air, Sanitation 
and Hygiene Treasuring Health
( SWASHTHA) project that is being 
implemented in five communities of 
Tikapur Municipality in partnership 
with the Municipality, ENPHO, 
MuAN and Practical Action and 
financed by EU and UN-Habitat‘s 
Water for Asian Cities Programme. 
His family has stopped open 
defecation, drinks purified water 
and no smokier kitchen. Chaudhari 
family now has ecological sanitation 
(ECOSAN) toilet, silver colloidal 
(CS) filter and has installed 
improved cooked stove (ICS).   

30 years old Chaudhari migrated in 
Jamuna Tole, ward 04 of Tikapur in 
1995. Main profession of eight 
members Chaudhari family is 
agriculture. Chaudhari is also a 
teacher in a local school. Though 
he is an educated person and knew 
the importance of toilet, he was not 
building it. "Everybody in the 
community did not have toilet, thus I 
did not build too" Chaudhari 

explained when he was asked why 
he did not build toilet earlier. "But I 
have to face lots of embarrassment 
of not having toilet, especially when 
friends and guest arrived at home 
and ask for toilet", He recalled his 
bitter experience. "I've to go far for 
defecation in order to hide from 
people and during rainy season and 
night time, it was too difficult" Raj 
Kumari Chaudhari, wife of 
Chaudhari expressed her also 
difficulties. He learnt about various 
types of toilet from orientations of 
SWASHTHA project. He was 
initially not convinced to build 
ECOSAN toilet. However, after 
participating in ECOSAN training 
and seeing such toilet during the 
exposure visit in Kathmandu, he 
made up his mind to build such 
environmentally friendly toilet. The 
project supported material subsidy 
of NRs. 3500 and he top up NRs. 
8000 to build his wet ECOSAN. 

With the support from the project, 
he has now CS filter which has dual 
function. Firstly, it filters turbidity 
and secondly it disinfects micro-
organism. Chaudhari has built 
concrete platform that prevents 
water logging around the hand 
pump. The platform prevents direct 

seepage of contaminated water 
through pipe of hand pump. He has 
built a wooden rack to keep cooking 
utensils to dry cooking utensil after 
washing them. The surrounding 
environment is now cleaner. The 
family has also installed mud 
improved cooked stove (ICS). "My 
kitchen is now clean; previously it 
used to be full of noxious smoke",  
Chaudhari is happy to have ICS in 
her kitchen. All family members 
practice hand-washing with soap- 
water in critical times (before 
eating, after toilet and after touching 
waste). Decomposable waste is 
converted into compost along with 
cow dung and being used in the 
farm. Further, the floor of cow shed 
has been improved with concrete 
floor that eases to clean the cow 
dung and there is a small gutter 
made in the cow shed to collect 
urine of cattle. The family uses 
urine in farm as a fertiliser.  

In this way, a Chaudhari family is 
creating a model healthy home and 
influencing others to create healthy 
community as a whole. The house 
of Chaudhari family is an example 
of integrated approach to WASH 
(water, air, sanitation and hygiene).
    

Household in far 
west Nepal 
creating a 
healthy home 
with support of 
European Union  
and UN-Habitat 

UN-HABITAT 

"My kitchen is now clean; previously it 
used to be full of noxious smoke",  
Raj Kumari Chaudhari.  

Raj Kumari Chaudhari using hand pump 

(concrete platform and hygienic changes 

can be seen too)  

Photo: UN-HABITAT 
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K 
USKOT VILLAGE,  
ACHHAM  - For the last 
eight years, Chandra 
Saud had been migrating 

to India for work to eke out a living 
for his family but not anymore.  

After taking a month-long organic 
farming training with support from 
World Food Programme (WFP) in 
early 2011, Chandra is now busy 
growing different kinds of seasonal 
vegetable on his farm. 

Dotted with vegetables like tomato, 
bitter gourd, lady finger, and 
cucumber, Chandra‘s three-Ropani 
(0.15 hectare) plot on a hilly slope 
stands out from the rest of the 
terraced field in Kuskot village, a 
two-hour walk from the nearest 
market.                        

"Before receiving the training, I had 
no knowledge about organic 
farming. My family used to grow 
only the traditional crops like paddy, 
maize, barley and wheat and the 
harvest was hardly enough for three 
months. Now I have switched on to 
organic vegetable farming and it is 
giving me a lot of economic 
benefit," said the 30-year-old 
showing his lush green farm. 

Chandra was among the 15 
farmers, who were selected for a 
month long training on organic 
farming from the food-insecure 
villages of hilly Achham district in 
far-western Nepal with support from 
WFP. The training was launched in 
partnership with two local NGOs - 
Development Resource 
Mobilisation Network (DRMN) and 
SEBAC Nepal. 

The farmers from six villages were 
trained in three phases between 
February to April 2011 at an 
agriculture resource center in 
Tanahun district in Central Nepal. 
They also received field training to 
build their capacity as lead trainers 
and provide training to local farmers 
upon returning to their villages.  

Agricultural experts provided  
theoretical and practical knowledge 
about organic farming such as the 
concept of soil management, 
irrigation and drainage 
management, seed preservation 
techniques, preparation of bio-
fertilisers, pest control,  post 
harvest techniques and cross-
cropping. 

Dan Bahadur Saund, the project 
coordinator from SEBAC-Nepal, 
said the training has been an 

Organic farming 
transforms life of  
rural farmer 
WFP 

Chandra Saud working in his farmland in 

Kuskot village of Achham district. The 30-

year-old, who had been migrating in India 

to earn a living for his family has now 

decided to stay in his village doing 

agricultural works after receiving organic 

faming training with WFP's support last 

year.  

 

Photo: WFP/Deepesh Shrestha 
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effective tool for ensuring food 
security, protecting traditional 
knowledge of farming methods and 
reducing the health risks resulting 
from the use of agro- chemicals and 
fertilizers.  

―Most of the farmers now know that 
the use of chemical fertilisers and 
pesticides does more harm than 
good and have gradually stopped 
using it,‖ said Dan Bahadur. 

Supporting Livelihood 

Within three months after the 
training, Chandra came back to his 
village and started organic 
vegetable farming on his land. 
Today, he is earning a decent 

amount of money by selling 
vegetables.  

"I have already earned nearly Rs 
14,000 (US $ 165) by selling 
tomato, bitter gourd and cucumber. 
I still have vegetables worth Rs 
35,000 (Us $ 412) in my farm which 
I am expecting to earn in the next 
couple of months," said the father-
of-two proudly. 

Chandra said the income made 
from selling vegetables is helping 
him to run his house and to send 
children to school.                                                         

"For years, I had been migrating to 
India to escape poverty. Thanks to 
WFP, my life has changed for better 
and I no longer need to migrate to 
earn a living," said Chandra, who 

also trains about the practice of 
organic farming in the community 
these days.  

The villagers, who have witnessed 
the economic transformation of 
Chandra, are now planning to 
replicate the organic vegetable 
farming and are receiving training 
from him. 

"The farmers have realised that 
organic farming can be an 
alternative enterprise for profitable 
farming and is already attracting 
attention from local farmers," said 
Dan Bahadur of SEBAC-Nepal, 
adding that three trainings have 
already been organised in six 
villages of Achham for around 50 
local farmers by the lead trainers 
with WFP‘s support.  

Organic Farming... 

N 
epal‘s community radios 
are performing well in 
promoting local 
languages through 

educational programmes and 
raising funds and other resources 
from innovative and creative 
sources. However, many radio 
stations would need capacity 
building in programme production 
and financial management. 

These findings are the result of a 
unique pilot assessment of Nepal‘s 
community radio stations, 
―Community MHz: assessing 
community radio performance in 

Nepal. A pilot assessment of 15 
stations‖, published by Community 
Radio Support Centre (CRSC) with 
support from UNESCO Office in 
Kathmandu. 

The assessment covered seven 
performance areas: participation 
and ownership, governance, 
programs, resource structure and 
management, station management, 
financial management and 
networking. It was based on the 
Community Radio Performance 
Assessment System (CR-PAS), an 
evaluation tool developed by Nepali 
community radio experts. 

Based on their performance, the 15 
radio stations participating in the 
pilot assessment were rated from A 
to E, A being a model community 
radio. None of the assessed 
stations scored enough points to 
come under category A. Eight of the 
stations came under category E, 
three under D, two under C and two 
under category B. 

―The Community Radio 
Performance Assessment System 
offers one of the first systematic 
tools to address the challenges 
community radios face. I believe 
this assessment will encourage not 
only the participating 15 radios but 
all radio stations all over Nepal to 
start looking for ways to improve 
their performance‖, Axel Plathe, 
Head of Office and UNESCO 
Representative to Nepal says.    

The assessment presents also 14 
specific recommendations related 
to legal frameworks as well as to 
community radios, CRSC and 
donors. 

―The most important 
recommendation is for the 
government to formulate a 
comprehensive broadcasting law, 
incorporating a definition of 
community radios in consultation 
with stakeholders‖, says Raghu 
Mainali, the coordinator of CRSC 
and one of the creators of CR-PAS. 

First comprehensive 
assessment of Nepal’s 
community radios 
UNESCO TERHI, 26 January —  
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Ram Hari Thapa will soon be 
graduating as a Community Medical 
Assistant (CMA) from Rapti 
Technical School. A former Maoist 
combatant, Ram Hari feels that this 
new profession will bring a big 
change in his life socially and 
financially. After being discharged 
from the Maoist cantonment in the 
category of Verified Minors and 
Late Recruits (VMLRs), he enrolled 
himself in the health related 
programme supported by the UN 
Interagency Rehabilitation 
Programme (UNIRP). 

Ram Hari wishes to go back to his 
hometown, Sindhupalchowk.  He 
says, ―I want to go back and serve 
the community from where I came 
and mobilize the youths in 
community development‖. 

Likewise, Anil Pariyar, another 
former combatant admits that he 
has made the right choice by  

joining the CMA course. His wife, 
who is still in the cantonment has 
recently delivered a baby in the 
same health post where he is 
undergoing On-the-Job Training 
(OJT). ―I am taking care of my wife 
and baby myself,‖ says Anil 

proudly. 

―I joined the Maoist army when I 
was just 12 years old‖, shares 
Kalpana BK (22) with 3 kids.  

 ―I just travelled from one place to 
another with the troupes and 
enjoyed the freedom. I was too 
small and did not really know what I 
was doing or where I was heading 
towards,‖ she adds. 

UNIRP is coordinating to provide 
vocational skills training and 
educational support as well as 
health related  training to VMLRs as 
a rehabilitation option, preparing 
them to enter into health 
professions.  The discharged ex-
combatants can choose from the 
three available health related 
courses; Community Medical 
Assistant (CMA), Lab Assistant (LA) 
and Auxiliary Nurse Midwife (ANM). 

Out of the 1,081 ex-combatantswho 
are currently undergoing training or 
education under the rehabilitation 
programme, 58 are pursuing health 
service related trainings. A group of 
47 trainees have completed formal 
training from the institute and are 
doing ‗On the Job Training‘ in 
various health posts. 

Most of them express about their 
unhappiness at the time of being 
discharged from the cantonment in 
the category of VMLRs but today 
one can see hundreds of graduates 
already engaged in various 
businesses like tailoring, mobile 
repairing, restaurant, retail shop, 
photography and as health workers.   

From combatants to  
health assistants 

UNDP 

A former Maoist combatant, Ram Hari 
Thapa will soon be graduating as a 
Community Medical Assistant (CMA) from 
Rapti Technical School.  
 
Photo: UNDP 

“ 
I am taking 
care of my 
wife and 

baby myself,” says 
Anil proudly. 

“ 
I joined the Maoist army when I was just 12 years old”, 
shares Kalpana BK (22) with 3 kids.  
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