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New York, 21 September — 
United Nations Secretary-General 
BAN KI-MOON said that late next 
month, Earth‘s 7 billionth citizen 
would be born. If that child was a 
girl, she would most likely be poor 
and might not grow up to be healthy 
and strong. ―If she is especially 
lucky, she will be educated and go 
into the world full of hopes and 
dreams,‖ he said, noting that 

beyond that, the only thing about 
the newborn that would be certain 
was that she would be entering a 
world of vast and unpredictable 
change in the environmental, 
economic, geopolitical and 
demographic spheres. 

He said the world‘s population had 
tripled since the United Nations had 
been created, and, as its numbers 

kept growing, so did the pressures 
on land, energy, food and water. 
The global economic crisis 
continued to shake businesses, 
Governments and families 
worldwide. Joblessness was rising, 
social inequalities were widening 
and too many people lived in fear, 
he said. The United Nations existed 
to serve those in whose name it 
was conceived — ―We the 
Peoples‖. 

During his first term as Secretary-
General, Mr. Ban said, he had 
travelled the world to meet people 
where they lived, to hear about their 
hopes and fears. Just two weeks 
ago, he had visited Kiribati and the 
Solomon Islands, where villagers 
had told him they feared the threats 
posed by climate change. Waters 
were washing into their homes, and 

Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon (right) 

meets with Baburam Bhattarai, Prime 

Minister of the Federal Democratic Republic 

of Nepal on 24 September 2011, United 

Nations, New York. @UN 

General Assembly of 
the United Nations 
General Debate: 66th Session 

T 
o prevent human rights violations, he urged all to work for the rule 
of law and stand against impunity. “We have carved out a new 
dimension for the „responsibility to protect‟. We will continue,” he 

declared, adding: “Let us remember, development is ultimately the best 
prevention.”  
 
 Ban Ki-moon, Secretary General 
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one day they might be swept away 
entirely. A young girl had asked 
him: ―What can the UN do for us?‖ 
He posed that same question to the 
world leaders gathered in the 
Assembly Hall today: What could 
be done? How could the United 
Nations held people find greater 
peace, prosperity and justice in a 
world full of crises? 

Reflecting on his five years in 
Office, he said he was filled with 
passionate conviction — and 
unshakable faith — ―in the enduring 
importance of this United Nations‖. 
In that light, he drew the 
Assembly‘s attention to five 
generational opportunities to shape 
the world of tomorrow by decisions 
that would be taken today. ―The first 
of and greatest of these is 
sustainable development — the 
imperative of the twenty-first 
century,‖ he declared, urging the 
international community to ―connect 
the dots‖ between climate change, 
water scarcity, energy shortages, 
global health, food security and 
women‘s empowerment. ―Solutions 
to one problem must be solutions 
for all.‖ 

He stressed that the upcoming 
United Nations Conference on 
Sustainable Development — known 
as Rio+20 — must succeed. ―We 

must make progress on climate 
change. We cannot burn our way to 
the future. We cannot pretend the 
danger does not exist, or dismiss it 
because it affects someone else,‖ 
he continued, calling on all Member 
States to reach a binding climate 
agreement — one with more 
ambitious national and global 
emission targets. Meanwhile, action 
was needed on the ground now to 
cut emissions and jumpstart 
adaptation measures. 

―Energy is key — to our planet, to 
our way of life. That is why we have 
launched a pioneering new 
initiative, ‗Sustainable Energy for 
All‘,‖ he said, calling also for 
investment in people, especially 
women‘s and children‘s health. 
Development was not sustainable 
unless it was equitable and served 
all people. It was also necessary to 
intensify the worldwide effort to 
achieve the Millennium 
Development Goals and to think 
―bigger and beyond the 2015 
deadline‖. To that end, Member 
States should work together to 
develop a new generation of 
sustainable development that 
picked up where the Millennium 
Goals left off and agree on a means 
to achieve them. 

He went on to highlight his second 

generational priority — prevention 
— noting that this year, the 
Organization‘s peacekeeping 
budget would total $8 billion. 
―Consider the savings if we act 
before conflicts erupt, by deploying 
political mediation missions, for 
example, rather than troops,‖ he 
said, noting that the United Nations 
record in countries like Guinea and 
Kyrgyzstan proved that the 
Organization knew how to take 
preventive measures. 

To prevent human rights violations, 
he urged all to work for the rule of 
law and stand against impunity. 
―We have carved out a new 
dimension for the ‗responsibility to 
protect‘. We will continue,‖ he 
declared, adding: ―Let us 
remember, development is 
ultimately the best prevention.‖ With 
that, he urged Member States to 
commit the resources required to 
raise prevention from an abstract 
concept to a core operating 
principle across the Organization‘s 
work. 

He said the third imperative — 

Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon addresses a 

UN meeting with foreign affairs ministers of 

the Association of Southeast Asian Nations 

(ASEAN). @UN 
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building a safer and more secure 
world — was a core responsibility of 
the United Nations. The world body 
had been ―sorely tested‖ in that 
regard over the past year. He cited 
the political crisis in Côte d‘Ivoire, 
ongoing challenges in Iraq and 
Afghanistan, as well as the situation 
in Darfur, ―where we continue to 
save lives and help keep peace 
under difficult circumstances‖. 

Turning to the Middle East, he said 
the international community must 
break the stalemate. ―We have long 
agreed that Palestinians deserve a 
State. Israel needs security. Both 
want peace. We pledge our 
unrelenting efforts to help achieve 
that peace through negotiated 
settlement,‖ he said. 

He urged maximizing ―the force for 
good that is UN peacekeeping‖, 
which today was more capable than 
ever of more rapid and effective 
responses. Moreover, the United 
Nations remained the world‘s first 
emergency responder, as had been 
proved in Haiti, Pakistan and 
beyond. It had strengthened its field 
support and reconfigured the 
architecture of peacekeeping 
operations. It was essential that the 
Organization build on its most 
effective tool for humanitarian relief 
— the Central Emergency 
Response Fund (CERF). In that 
regard, he urged Member States to 
help save the children of the Horn 
of Africa. Pointing to the lesson of 
the Fukushima nuclear power plant, 
he called for strong international 
safety standards to prevent future 
disasters, and he urged leaders to 
―keep pushing‖ on disarmament 
and non-proliferation. ―Let us fulfil 
the dream — a world free of nuclear 
weapons,‖ he said. 

As for the fourth opportunity — 
supporting nations in transition — 
he said that the ―dramatic events‖ in 
North Africa and the Middle East 
―inspired us‖, and the international 
community must help make the 
Arab Spring into a ―true season of 
hope for all‖. While a new United 
Nations support mission was being 
deployed to assist transitional 
authorities in Libya, the situation in 
Syria remained a ―special concern‖. 

For six months, the international 
community had witnessed 
―escalating violence and 
oppression‖, and even though the 
Syrian Government had pledged to 
carry out reforms and listen to its 
people, it had not done so. ―The 
moment to act is now. The violence 
must stop,‖ the Secretary-General 
declared. 

Continuing, he said the United 
Nations must help countries find the 
right path, whether that country was 
emerging from war, or moving from 
autocracy to democracy. The 
United Nations might be involved in 
building back public services, 
organizing elections or writing a 
Constitution. Those were 
challenging tasks, and nowhere 
was that more clear than in the 
case of South Sudan, where the 
Organization was helping to build a 
functioning State after decades of 
conflict. 

Fifth, he said, the United Nations 
could dramatically advance its 
efforts in every sphere by working 
with — and for — women and 
young people. Women represented 
more than half of the world‘s 
unrealized potential. They held 
families together, drove economies 
and they were natural leaders. ―We 
need their full engagement — in 
Government, business and civil 
society,‖ he declared, adding that 
the United Nations now had its own 

dynamic and powerful engine for 
change, the United Nations Entity 
for Gender Equality and the 
Empowerment of Women (UN 
Women). 

He was pleased to see so many 
women at this year‘s General 
Assembly, and he especially 
welcomed Brazilian President Dilma 
Rousseff, the first woman in the 
Organization‘s history to open the 
general debate. He went on to say 
that the United Nations Secretariat 
would continue its policy of 
promoting women. It would also 
focus on the new generation. He 
called for finding new ways to 
create decent jobs and 
opportunities for young people 
around the world. 

―These are extraordinary 
challenges. We cannot respond in 
ordinary ways,‖ he said, adding: 
―We need one thing above all else 
— solidarity‖. It all began with 
resources, without which the United 
Nations could not deliver. Scaling 
back was no answer. He asked 
Governments that had generally 
borne the lion‘s share of costs not 
to flag in their generosity. Even in 
the face of tight budgets, investing 
through the United Nations was 
smart policy. Burden-sharing 
lightened the load. 

To the rising Powers, whose 
dynamism increasingly drove the 

“The United Nations must help 

countries find the right path, 

whether that country was emerging 

from war, or moving from 

autocracy to democracy. The United 

Nations might be involved in 

building back public services, 

organizing elections or writing a 

Constitution.” 
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global economy, he said that with 
power came responsibility. ―For all, 
I ask that you give what you can — 
expertise, peacekeepers, 
helicopters. Never underestimate 
the power of you leadership,‖ he 
said. Yet, Governments could not 
do the job alone, and therefore, 
Member States must broaden their 
bases and extend their reach to 
harness the full power of 
partnership across the wider United 
Nations system. Indeed, when the 
United Nations unparalleled 
convening authority and technical 
resources were combined with the 
various strengths of Governments, 
the private sector and civil society, 
―we are a formidable force for 
good‖. 

Finally, the Organization must 
adapt to change. In times of 
austerity, it must learn to do more 
with less and invest global 
taxpayers‘ money wisely by 
―Delivering as One‖ — eliminating 
waste and avoiding duplication. 
Accountability and transparency 
would remain the world body‘s 
watchwords. The budget process 
must be streamlined so that it could 
deliver at a cost no nation could 
match on its own. ―We must keep 
pushing to develop a more modern 
and mobile workforce — a UN that 
is faster and more flexible […] that 
helps solve real-world problems in 
real time,‖ he said. Importantly, 
everything must be done to protect 

United Nations staff. The world 
body had lost too many lives; it had 
become too soft a target. 

In closing, he said that 7 billion 
people looked to world leaders with 
hope. ―They need solutions; they 
demand leadership; the want us to 
act‖ with compassion, courage and 
conviction, he said. The United 
Nations was the answer. ―Let us 
carry on this journey together.‖ 

He stressed that the upcoming 
United Nations Conference on 
Sustainable Development — known 
as Rio+20 — must succeed. ―We 
must make progress on climate 
change. We cannot burn our way to 
the future. We cannot pretend the 
danger does not exist, or dismiss it 
because it affects someone else,‖ 
he continued, calling on all Member 
States to reach a binding climate 
agreement — one with more 
ambitious national and global 
emission targets. Meanwhile, action 
was needed on the ground now to 
cut emissions and jumpstart 
adaptation measures. 

―Energy is key — to our planet, to 
our way of life. That is why we have 
launched a pioneering new 
initiative, ‗Sustainable Energy for 
All‘,‖ he said, calling also for 
investment in people, especially 
women‘s and children‘s health. 
Development was not sustainable 
unless it was equitable and served 
all people. It was also necessary to 
intensify the worldwide effort to 
achieve the Millennium 
Development Goals and to think 
―bigger and beyond the 2015 
deadline‖. To that end, Member 
States should work together to 
develop a new generation of 
sustainable development that 
picked up where the Millennium 
Goals left off and agree on a means 
to achieve them. 

He went on to highlight his second 
generational priority — prevention 
— noting that this year, the 
Organization‘s peacekeeping 
budget would total $8 billion. 
―Consider the savings if we act 
before conflicts erupt, by deploying 
political mediation missions, for 
example, rather than troops,‖ he 

said, noting that the United Nations 
record in countries like Guinea and 
Kyrgyzstan proved that the 
Organization knew how to take 
preventive measures. 

To prevent human rights violations, 
he urged all to work for the rule of 
law and stand against impunity. 
―We have carved out a new 
dimension for the ‗responsibility to 
protect‘. We will continue,‖ he 
declared, adding: ―Let us 
remember, development is 
ultimately the best prevention.‖ With 
that, he urged Member States to 
commit the resources required to 
raise prevention from an abstract 
concept to a core operating 
principle across the Organization‘s 
work. 

He said the third imperative — 
building a safer and more secure 
world — was a core responsibility of 
the United Nations. The world body 
had been ―sorely tested‖ in that 
regard over the past year. He cited 
the political crisis in Côte d‘Ivoire, 
ongoing challenges in Iraq and 
Afghanistan, as well as the situation 
in Darfur, ―where we continue to 
save lives and help keep peace 
under difficult circumstances‖. 

Turning to the Middle East, he said 
the international community must 
break the stalemate. ―We have long 
agreed that Palestinians deserve a 
State. Israel needs security. Both 
want peace. We pledge our 
unrelenting efforts to help achieve 
that peace through negotiated 
settlement,‖ he said. 

He urged maximizing ―the force for 
good that is UN peacekeeping‖, 
which today was more capable than 
ever of more rapid and effective 
responses. Moreover, the United 
Nations remained the world‘s first 
emergency responder, as had been 
proved in Haiti, Pakistan and 
beyond. It had strengthened its field 
support and reconfigured the 
architecture of peacekeeping 
operations. It was essential that the 
Organization build on its most 
effective tool for humanitarian relief 
— the Central Emergency 
Response Fund (CERF). In that 
regard, he urged Member States to 

“We have carved 

out a new 

dimension for the 

responsibility to 

protect. Let us 

remember, 

development is 

ultimately the 

best prevention” 
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help save the children of the Horn 
of Africa. Pointing to the lesson of 
the Fukushima nuclear power plant, 
he called for strong international 
safety standards to prevent future 
disasters, and he urged leaders to 
―keep pushing‖ on disarmament 
and non-proliferation. ―Let us fulfil 
the dream — a world free of nuclear 
weapons,‖ he said. 

As for the fourth opportunity — 
supporting nations in transition — 
he said that the ―dramatic events‖ in 
North Africa and the Middle East 
―inspired us‖, and the international 
community must help make the 
Arab Spring into a ―true season of 
hope for all‖. While a new United 
Nations support mission was being 
deployed to assist transitional 
authorities in Libya, the situation in 
Syria remained a ―special concern‖. 
For six months, the international 
community had witnessed 
―escalating violence and 
oppression‖, and even though the 
Syrian Government had pledged to 
carry out reforms and listen to its 
people, it had not done so. ―The 
moment to act is now. The violence 
must stop,‖ the Secretary-General 
declared. 

Continuing, he said the United 
Nations must help countries find the 
right path, whether that country was 
emerging from war, or moving from 
autocracy to democracy. The 
United Nations might be involved in 
building back public services, 
organizing elections or writing a 
Constitution. Those were 
challenging tasks, and nowhere 
was that more clear than in the 
case of South Sudan, where the 
Organization was helping to build a 
functioning State after decades of 
conflict. 

Fifth, he said, the United Nations 
could dramatically advance its 
efforts in every sphere by working 
with — and for — women and 
young people. Women represented 
more than half of the world‘s 
unrealized potential. They held 
families together, drove economies 
and they were natural leaders. ―We 
need their full engagement — in 
Government, business and civil 
society,‖ he declared, adding that 

the United Nations now had its own 
dynamic and powerful engine for 
change, the United Nations Entity 
for Gender Equality and the 
Empowerment of Women (UN 
Women). 

He was pleased to see so many 
women at this year‘s General 
Assembly, and he especially 
welcomed Brazilian President Dilma 
Rousseff, the first woman in the 
Organization‘s history to open the 
general debate. He went on to say 
that the United Nations Secretariat 
would continue its policy of 
promoting women. It would also 
focus on the new generation. He 
called for finding new ways to 
create decent jobs and 
opportunities for young people 
around the world. 

―These are extraordinary 
challenges. We cannot respond in 
ordinary ways,‖ he said, adding: 
―We need one thing above all else 
— solidarity‖. It all began with 
resources, without which the United 
Nations could not deliver. Scaling 
back was no answer. He asked 
Governments that had generally 
borne the lion‘s share of costs not 
to flag in their generosity. Even in 
the face of tight budgets, investing 
through the United Nations was 
smart policy. Burden-sharing 
lightened the load. 

To the rising Powers, whose 
dynamism increasingly drove the 
global economy, he said that with 
power came responsibility. ―For all, 
I ask that you give what you can — 
expertise, peacekeepers, 
helicopters. Never underestimate 
the power of you leadership,‖ he 
said. Yet, Governments could not 
do the job alone, and therefore, 
Member States must broaden their 
bases and extend their reach to 

harness the full power of 
partnership across the wider United 
Nations system. Indeed, when the 
United Nations unparalleled 
convening authority and technical 
resources were combined with the 
various strengths of Governments, 
the private sector and civil society, 
―we are a formidable force for 
good‖. 

Finally, the Organization must 
adapt to change. In times of 
austerity, it must learn to do more 
with less and invest global 
taxpayers‘ money wisely by 
―Delivering as One‖ — eliminating 
waste and avoiding duplication. 
Accountability and transparency 
would remain the world body‘s 
watchwords. The budget process 
must be streamlined so that it could 
deliver at a cost no nation could 
match on its own. ―We must keep 
pushing to develop a more modern 
and mobile workforce — a UN that 
is faster and more flexible […] that 
helps solve real-world problems in 
real time,‖ he said. Importantly, 
everything must be done to protect 
United Nations staff. The world 
body had lost too many lives; it had 
become too soft a target. 

In closing, he said that 7 billion 
people looked to world leaders with 
hope. ―They need solutions; they 
demand leadership; the want us to 
act‖ with compassion, courage and 
conviction, he said. The United 
Nations was the answer. ―Let us 
carry on this journey together.‖ 

Source: http://
gadebate.un.org/66/secretary-

general-united-nations 

http://gadebate.un.org/sites/
default/files/gastatements/66/

SG_en.pdf   

http://gadebate.un.org/66/secretary-general-united-nations
http://gadebate.un.org/66/secretary-general-united-nations
http://gadebate.un.org/66/secretary-general-united-nations
http://gadebate.un.org/sites/default/files/gastatements/66/SG_en.pdf
http://gadebate.un.org/sites/default/files/gastatements/66/SG_en.pdf
http://gadebate.un.org/sites/default/files/gastatements/66/SG_en.pdf
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New York, 24 September — 
BABURAM BHATTARAI, Prime 
Minster of Nepal, said that his 
country was undergoing a 
momentous transformation. Indeed, 
following a period of persistent 
struggle, a ―feudalistic and 
autocratic monarchy has been 
abolished‖. Nepal had entered a 
new era with the creation of a 
federal democratic republic, and 
today, the new State apparatus was 
striving to take into account the 
country‘s multi-ethnic, multilingual 
and multicultural diversity. The 

ultimate aim was to abolish all 
discrimination and oppression 
based on class, gender, nationality, 
religion and caste, and to create a 
just and democratic system. 

He paid tribute to the ultimate 
sacrifice of thousands of martyrs in 
the historic 10-year People‘s War 
that had begun in 1996, People‘s 
Movement of 2006, the Madhesh 
Movement and many other 
oppressed peoples movements that 
had helped lay the foundation for 
Nepal‘s rebirth, and pledged to 

consolidate those historic gains 
towards establishing peace and 
stability for all. The Government 
was committed to achieving that 
end by concluding the peace 
process and writing a new 
constitution. The new constitution 
would not only guarantee 
fundamental democratic norms and 
values, but would also ensure that 
Nepal‘s multiparty democracy was 
inclusive and participatory. It would 
pay particular attention to the 
―oppressed, labouring masses and 
marginalized [people].‖ 

He went on to say that Nepal‘s 
homegrown peace process and 
historic transformation could 
provide excellent examples for 
others. ―We believe that 

Baburam Bhattarai, Prime Minister of the 

Federal Democratic Republic of Nepal, 

addresses the general debate of the sixty-

sixth session of the General Assembly. @UN 
“ 

We believe that transformation must be holistic to have long-lasting 
impact at the grassroots [level],” he said, explaining that such 
transition must include improvements in the political, social and 

economic spheres, and be based on dialogue and consensus building. 
While Nepal, like other countries, had suffered “transitional pains and 
delays,” 
 
 Baburam Bhattarai, Prime Minister of the Federal Democratic Republic  
of Nepal 
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transformation must be holistic to 
have long-lasting impact at the 
grassroots [level],‖ he said, 
explaining that such transition must 
include improvements in the 
political, social and economic 
spheres, and be based on dialogue 
and consensus building. While 
Nepal, like other countries, had 
suffered ―transitional pains and 
delays,‖ it had remained united 
behind a vision to complete the 
process by striving for consensus 
among all political parties and 
stakeholders. On another matter, at 
a time when humanity was so much 
in need of peace, he appealed for 
the development of Lumbini, the 
birthplace of Buddha, as ―the 
fountain‖ of world peace. In that 
regard, the International Committee 
for the Development of Lumbini 
needed to be reactivated as soon 
as possible. 

While the United Nations upheld the 
noble vision of peace, security, 
development and justice for all, ―we 
have a long way to go to achieve 
this,‖ he continued. Conflicts still 
raged; deprivation deepened and 
sustainable development was 
denied to people all over the world. 
Calling for a focus on the root 
causes of such ills, he urged the 
United Nations to come up with a 
new and far-reaching development 
package. The world needed a new 
―Marshall Plan‖ for rebuilding post-

war societies and promoting ―bold, 
visionary steps‖ to ensure lasting 
development and peace. The least 
developed and landlocked countries 
faced severe structural constraints 
that hindered their development 
efforts, requiring specific attention, 
particularly in areas such as trade 
and infrastructure development. 
Moreover, such countries, including 
Nepal, faced challenges posed by 
labour migration, dependence on 
remittances and climate change, 
and he urged that the economic 
transformation of the least 
developed countries be placed at 
the top of the United Nations 
agenda. 

Source: http://gadebate.un.org/66/
nepal 

http://gadebate.un.org/sites/
default/files/gastatements/66/

NP_en.pdf 

Ministerial Meeting of Least Developed 

Countries Held at UN: Narayan Kaji 

Shrestha 'Prakash' (second from left), 

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for 

Foreign Affairs of the Federal Democratic 

Republic of Nepal, and Chairman of the 

ministerial meeting of Least Developed 

Countries (LDCs), prepares for the meeting. 

Nassir Abdulaziz Al-Nasser, President of the 

sixty-sixth session of the General Assembly 

is on the right.26 September 2011, United 

Nations, New York. @UN 

 
 
 
 
The world needed 

a new “Marshall 

Plan” for 

rebuilding post-

war societies and 

promoting “bold, 

visionary steps” 

to ensure lasting 

development and 

peace...  

http://gadebate.un.org/66/nepal
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http://gadebate.un.org/sites/default/files/gastatements/66/NP_en.pdf
http://gadebate.un.org/sites/default/files/gastatements/66/NP_en.pdf
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Khalanga, Jumla, 14 September 
—The locals of Jumla have 
stressed the need for a separate 
Karnali Commission to address the 
concerns of the Karnali zone and 
expressed dissatisfaction over the 
14-province proposal by the 
Constituent Assembly (CA) 
Committee on Restructuring of the 
State and Division of State Powers. 

The participants representing 
political party leaders, civil society, 
media, government officials and 
professional organizations 
expressed their views in an 
interaction on ‗Karnali‘s Concern on 
Peace and Constitution‘ organized 
jointly by Constitution Information 
Center (CIC) and Federation of 
Nepali Journalists (FNJ) held here 
on September 14. 

The CIC is established jointly by the 
UNDP, Nepal Law Society and 
International Idea in collaboration 
with the CA Secretariat. Of the 14 
CICs, UNDP supports the 
establishment of three CICs in 
Jumla, Janakpur and Ilam from 
January 2010. 

Since the CIC was established in 
Jumla last February more than 
3,600 people representing different 
walks of life have already attended 

the one-day orientation provided at 
the Centre to update the 
constitution making process and the 
progress made by the 
Constitutional Committee. The 
suggestions collected from the 
orientation are fed back to the CA 
secretariat, according to Advocate 
Padam Bahadur Shahi , CIC focal 
person of Jumla. 

Himalaya Khatri of Bijaynagar, 
Jumla said that the representation 
from Jumla in the decision making 
place is almost nil.  ―There are only 
15 CA members from Karnali and 
they have not been able to 
advocate the issues as desired,‖ 
said Khatri. ―So, in order to address 
the issues of Karnali the new 
constitution should include the 
provision of a ‗Karnali 
Commission‘.‖ 

Another local Mahesh Devkota said 
that there should be no 
discrimination between Indigenous/ 
Nationalities and Karnali because 
the majority of people in Karnali are 
living below the poverty line. 

 

Rejecting the 14 proposed 
provinces, Ramananda Acharya of 
Nepal Brahmin Samaj said that 

Karnali should be a separate state 
as it has adequate resources to 
sustain itself. ―We have land, water 
resources and herbs; all we need is 
technical expertise and proper 
market management which the 
government should ensure us.‖ 

Thir Bahadur Orr, a Dalit 
representative said that the Dalits' 
issues still have not yet been raised 
properly in the CA thematic 
committee reports. 

Laxmi Kangdewa, member of 
District Peace Fund, said the 
people have started losing faith in 
the CA and have doubts over it 
doing anything to benefit the Jumlis.  

Jumla Chief District Officer 
Mahadev Pant said that the 
constitution should be completed 
inside the CA and not outside "In 
order to ensure this, all the citizens 
should take active part in the 
constitution making process". 

Rastriya Prajatantra Party district 
chairman Bhawani Prasad 
Neupane said that federalism will 
disintegrate the country, so we 
have to be very careful while 
demarcating the provinces. 

CPN-UML central committee 

Jumlis stress for a separate 
Karnali Commission 

Federation of Nepali Journalists Chairman 

Shiva Gaule (in the middle) answering 

queries raised from the floor on 

constitutional issues. 

  

Photo: CCD/UNDP  
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member Shantilal Mahat said that 
none of the CA members and the 
State are serious about Karnali 
issues. 

Nepali Congress district chairman 
Manav Sejuwal said that Karnali is 
entitled to equal rights to 
fundamental rights such as 
education and health. ―There is 
need of special rights for Karnali 
zone, along with a guarantee of all 
the fundamental human rights.‖ 

Gaurav Mahat, chairman of UCPN 
(Maoist) said that there is a need to 
find a middle point where the 

political parties should be flexible 
enough to reach consensus to find 
a way out of the current political 
situation and to complete the new 
constitution. 

FNJ Chairman Shiva Gaule agreed 
that Karnali is indeed marginalized 
and there is a need of concerted 
effort to advocate the issues of 
Karnali zone.  He said that there is 
a need of decentralization and 
gender equality in all levels of the 
government and the decision 
making process. 

He said that the main crux of the 

disagreement between the parties 
is who will be in power after the 
promulgation of the new 
constitution especially in the lead 
up to the new elections. 

Constitutional expert Kashi Raj 
Dahal said that there is a need of 
maximum flexibility among the 
parties to reach consensus to end 
the peace process and to draft the 
new constitution. CIC Focal person 
Padam Bahadur Shahi gave an 
over view of the CA updates while 
advocate Dahal and FNJ Chairman 
Gaule answered the local‘s queries. 

Bansgadi, 30 September — 
Krishna Chaudhary‘s education 
came to a complete halt when she 
had to join the Maoist army at the 
age of 18. She joined the army 
because she was frustrated with the 

social and economic 
environment at home and 
she spent four years of her 
precious life as a 
combatant  hoping for a 
bright future. 

In 2010, she was 
discharged from the 
cantonment in the 
category of Verified Minors 
and Late Recruits 
(VMLRs). Her family had 
no problem in accepting 
her back but the challenge 

was in pursuing a new career 
outside the cantonment. Her efforts 
to rejoin school did not work 
because she did not feel 
comfortable being in the same class 
with students who were much 

younger than her. 

Krishna opted for digital 
photography training under 
the micro-enterprise option 
offered by the UN 
Interagency Rehabilitation 
Programme (UNIRP), a 
joint initiative of UNDP, 
UNICEF, UNFPA and ILO.  
Upon completion of the 
training, Krishna received 
support equivalent to Rs. 
30,000 to start up her own 
enterprise. 

Currently Krishna is working as an 
assistant at a digital photo studio in 
Bansgadi, 30 kms away from 
Banke, Nepalgunj and is earning 
about Rs. 3000 per month. She 
takes pictures, helps in processing 
photos and supports in other 
administrative works. Soon she 
aspires to open up her own shop in 
partnership with another ex-
combatant who has a mobile repair 
shop in Dailekh district. The two 
plan to get married soon and settle 
down. She says ―I am very happy 
that I got an opportunity to receive 
this training. I love my job and 
intend to take up a refresher 
course. I am receiving a lot of 
support from my family to start a 
new life.‖ 

Ex-combatant turns digital photographer  
Program UN Interagency Rehabilitation Programme 

Krishna Chaudhar, Bansgadi. 

 

Photo: UNDP 

“ 
I am very happy that I got an 
opportunity to receive this 
training. I love my job and 

intend to take up a refresher course. 
I am receiving a lot of support from 
my family to start a new life.” 
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Kathmandu, 16 September — On 
16 September the National Dalit 
Commission and OHCHR jointly 
launched a 100-day campaign 
against caste-based discrimination 
and untouchability entitled ―I commit 
to end caste discrimination and 
untouchability‖.  

Despite the recent promulgation of 
the Caste-based Discrimination and 
Untouchability (Offence and 
Punishment) Act (2011) that 
criminalizes discrimination based 
on caste and practices of 
untouchability, as well as relevant 
international obligations, people 
continue to face discrimination in 
Nepal, particularly in rural parts of 
the country. The 100-day campaign 
aims to widely disseminate the 
content of the Act in order to ensure 
its effective implementation. The 
ultimate goal is to enable victims as 

well as their family members to 
access justice. 

The campaign was formally 
inaugurated by the President of 
Nepal, Dr. Ram Baran Yadav, 
during a ceremony at the 
Presidential Office in Kathmandu. 
Speaking on the occasion, the 
President stressed the need for 
joint efforts from all sectors to 
eliminate caste-based 
discrimination and untouchability. 

Awareness-raising activities will be 
organized across Nepal in 
collaboration with government 
authorities, human rights defenders, 
media and civil society members. A 
number of audio and visual publicity 
tools including radio and television 
public service announcements and 
promotional materials such as 
printed copies of the Act, posters, 

notebooks, bags, etc. have been 
prepared to assist the 
dissemination of the campaign 
message across the country. A 
website, 
www.100daysagainstcastediscrimin
ation.com, has also been 
developed to especially reach the 
younger generation, the Nepali 
population residing outside Nepal 
as well as the larger world. People 
can visit the website and pledge 
their commitment to end caste-
based discrimination and 
untouchability online. 

 Joint OHCHR-NDC media advisory 
regarding the launch of the 
campaign, download as pdf. 

Remarks by the Head of OHCHR-
Nepal at the inauguration 
ceremony, download as pdf. 

Website of the campaign, 
www.100daysagainstcastediscrimin
ation.com, includes a video 
message by the High 
Commissioner for Human Rights. 

Launch of the 100-day 
campaign against caste 
discrimination  
and untouchability 

President Dr. Ram Baran Yadav of Nepal 

formally inaugurating the campaign.  

 

Photo: OHCHR 
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Kathmandu Valley, July-
September—All over the world, 
and specifically in Nepal with its 
prolonged peace process, peace 
building requires not only 
politician‘s commitment to settle 
disputes by peaceful means, but 
also people‘s, and, most 
importantly, the youth‘s moral 
support to peace. Peace and 
disarmament education is therefore 
a crucial instrument to promote a 
culture of non-violence and conflict 
prevention in the mindsets of 
people.  

The UN Regional Centre for Peace 
and Disarmament in Asia and the 
Pacific (UNRCPD) in collaboration 
with the Department of Peace, 
Conflict and Development Studies 
of Tribhuvan University (DCPDS-
TU) and the Nepali NGO 
DidiBahini, with financial support of 
UNDP BCPR and UN Volunteers, is 
implementing a ―Volunteers for 
Peace Education‖ project aiming to 
train and empower youth volunteers 
as facilitators for peace education, 
and to conduct informal peace 
education among public school 
students.  

More specifically, a three day 

training of 14 youth volunteers, 
designed and facilitated by two 
peace education experts, and 
hosted by DCPDS-TU, familiarized 
the youth volunteers with the 
concepts of peace, conflict, 
facilitation, mediation and 
negotiation. A special focus was put 
on role plays as a means to apply 
and experience these concepts in 
an interactive and participatory way.  

Building on the concepts and tools 
acquired during the training, the 
youth volunteers then developed a 
one day workshop for 9th grade 
public school students. During the 
week of International Peace Day 
(20 – 25 September), the 
volunteers held their trainings at six 
public schools in the districts of 
Kathmandu, Lalitpur and Bhaktpur, 
reaching out to almost 200 public 
school students. In addition to 
learning about the concepts of 
peace, conflict and mediation, and 
implementing role plays, the 
students participated in a short 
story or poem writing competition 
about their personal experiences 
relating to conflict or mediation.  

The project benefitted highly from 
its multistakeholder approach. 

While UNRCPD acted as an overall 
coordinator, DCPDS-TU was 
strongly involved in the creation of 
the module and the training of the 
volunteers, DidiBahini supported 
the selection of schools and 
volunteers, and UNDP BCPR and 
UNV provided financial support and 
technical advice. Moreover, and 
particularly in the context of 
IYV+10, this project showcased the 
large potential of volunteerism for 
conducting peace education on a 
broad scale. 

The outcome of the workshops 
supported the need for conducting 
peace education and mediation 
training among youth in the post 
conflict context of Nepal. Each of 
the six trainings at the schools 
encountered high interest, as well 
as active and enthusiastic 
participation on behalf of the 
students. The feedback from 
schools and all other actors 
involved has been thoroughly 
positive. While for the public school 
students these trainings were an 
important occasion to better 
understand peace, conflict and 
mediation at the national and at the 
personal level, the most important 
and fruitful part of the project was 
the capacity building of the youth 
volunteers. Through their role as 
committed trainees and as skillful 
trainers, they have acted as peace 
builders, mediators and facilitators, 
and we hope that they will continue 
to exercise this role beyond the 
frame of the project.  

Volunteers for  
Peace Education 
 
ToT with Youth Volunteers  
on Peace, Conflict and Mediation 
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Kathmandu, 16 September—
Representatives of Law 
Enforcement Agencies from all over 
Nepal were invited to Kathmandu, 
Nepal from 12 to 16 September to 
participate in an Inter-Institutional 
Training Course to Combat Illicit 
Trade in Small Arms and Light 
Weapons. During a five-day course, 
25 participants from Nepal Police, 
Nepal Armed Police and Customs 
were trained in preventing and 
combating the illicit trade in firearms 
by introducing practical knowledge 
and skills on legal frameworks on 
small arms, marking and tracing, 
and stockpile management. The 
training course was organized by 
the UN Regional Centre for Peace 
and Disarmament in Asia and the 
Pacific (UNRCPD) and co-hosted 
by the Government of Nepal with 
the financial support of the Tokyo 
Club, Japan, and the Government 
of Japan.  

Officially opened by H.E. Mr. 
Tatsuo Mizuno, Ambassador of 
Japan to Nepal, the training aimed 
to address the relatively recent 
issue of illicit trade in small arms 
and craft guns in Nepal, and to 

equip participants with the skills to 
better address it. Topics covered 
ranged from comprehensive 
overviews of the technical aspects 
of firearms, ammunition and 
explosives, to an introduction into 
international instruments and the 
normative framework, to a specific 
assessment of the challenges and 
responses to Small Arms Issues in 
Nepal. Participants were also 
trained in marking, tracing, and 
stockpile management and 
destruction, as well as the use of 
INTERPOL‘s databases for small 
arms tracking. International trainers 
from the region, such as a 
representative of the Organization 
for Security and Co-operation 
Europe (OSCE), the World 
Customs Organization (WCO) as 
well as experts of the Indian 
government provided a regional 
perspective to the issue and 
highlighted best practices of small 
arms control in the region.  

The seminar proved to be a timely 
effort to address an urgent issue in 
Nepal. Participants highlighted that 
the increased availability of small 
arms is perceived as a serious and 

mounting concern by law 
enforcement agencies. The open 
borders and weak law enforcement 
and capacity of the agencies were 
highlighted as being the main 
issues. Due to the fact that the 
nature of the small arms is very 
specific in the sense that most 
small arms are hand-made craft 
guns assembled inside or outside 
Nepal, the response to illicit 
trafficking in Nepal requires very 
context specific measures. The law 
enforcement agencies stressed the 
need for further trainings on the 
issue of combating illicit trafficking 
in small arms, and highlighted the 
necessity of more technical 
assistance in Border Management 
and Customs Management. 
Trainers and participants 
particularly emphasized that 
increased cooperation in the region, 
in particular between India and 
Nepal, is crucial to prevent and 
reduce transborder smuggling. 

Overall, this training course paved 
the way for increased efforts by 
actors both in Nepal and in the 
region to increase awareness about 
this concerning trend, identify 
promising practices to combat 
them, foster inter sectoral and inter 
regional cooperation, and outline 
ways forward to reduce and prevent 
illicit small arms proliferation. 

Inter-Institutional Training 
Course to Combat Illicit 
Trade in Small Arms and 
Light Weapons 

Workshop in progress.  
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UN Information Centre Kathmandu 14 

VOLUME 38 OCTOBER, 2011 VOLUME 38 

www.un.org.np, kathmandu.unic.org 
UNITED NATIONS IN NEPAL 

UN N e p a l  

n e w s l e t t e r  

Department of Urban Development 
and Building Construction 
(DUDBC), UN Habitat and other 
stakeholders jointly organized the 
workshop on Cities and Climate 
Change on the occasion of the 
World Habitat Day 2011 in 
Kathmandu on 26 September 2011. 
Minister for Physical Planning and 
Works Hridesh Tripathy 
inaugurated the workshop and 
make public Urban Environment 
Management Guideline 2066 and 
the Urban Development bulletin 
World Habitat Day especial edition 
in the program. 

Minister Tripathy stressed on the 
need to manage urbanization to 
mitigate the effects of climate 
change. Speaking at a program, 
Minister Tripathy said, ―Urban 
population is growing due to 
availability of facilities and 
opportunities in the urban, but it 
lacks proper management.‖ He 
added, ―Climate change is affecting 
water resources, therefore, along 
with increasing urbanization, people 
should also focus on mitigating the 
effects of climate change.‖ He said 
all Nepalese had to maintain 
economic discipline and integrity to 
contribute to the country‘s 
development. 

Tulasi Prasad Sitaula, MoPPW 
secretary, said 20 per cent 
Nepalese live in urban areas and 
the trend of migrating in the urban 
area is increasing. ―Along with 
management of basic infrastructure 
and facilities, we should also pay 
attention to mitigating the effects of 
climate change,‖ Sitaula said. 

Kishor Thapa, secretary, Election 
Commission, said, ―Along with data 
and figures publicized by foreign 
experts and organizations, we 
should also conduct research to 
mitigate effects of climate change". 
"The impact of climate change is 
directly linked with the water 
resources, so we could mitigate the 
adverse impact of climate change 
with the proper water resources 
management" he advised.  

Mahendra Subba, Director-General, 
DUDBC, said Nepal was witnessing 
the effects of climate change, 
adding, ―The government had 
launched various programs to 
minimize the impacts caused by 
rapid urbanization in Nepal.‖  

Bhusan Tuladhar, South Asia 
Regional Technical Adviser at UN-
Habitat, said, "Kathmandu Valley‘s 
temperature is increasing faster 

than global and national average. 
Kathmandu is vulnerable to climate 
change, mainly because of rapid 
urbanization, poor urban planning 
and management." He added 
―Activities in urban areas are 
contributing to the emission of 
greenhouse gases and increasing 
the effects of climate change, 
therefore we need to launch 
environment preservation 
programs.‖ He presented the 
Preliminary Findings of Vulnerability 
Assessment & Adaptation Planning 
in Kathmandu Valley in the 
program. He shared adaptation 
measures on thematic area of 
Water and Sanitation, Settlements 
& Infrastructure, Climate-induced 
Disasters, Public Health, Agriculture 
& Forests. He suggested "The 
adaptation measures need to focus 
on integrated water resource 
management and pro-poor urban 
planning and management and 
capacity of local governments need 
to be enhanced on climate change." 

Mr. Girija Prasad Gorkhali, Deputy 
Director-General, DUDBC, said 
"Managed Urban settlements assist 
to mitigate the adverse impacts of 
climate change, so the green 
technology should be incorporate in 
the urban development and shelter 
programs. 

Mr. Jibgar Joshi, President, 
Regional & Urban Planners Society 
of Nepal said, "We have to respond 
to the adverse impacts due to 
climate change through appropriate 
adaptation and mitigation measures 
in the towns and cities." He added 
"The climate change impacts 
should mitigate through the 
expansion of city in new area, 
urban agriculture, use of public 
vehicles, green technology 
buildings. 

Inter-school art competition on City 
and Climate Change and exhibition 
on Green Building Technology are 
also carried out on the occasion of 
the World Habitat Day 2011. 

World Habitat Day 2011 
celebrated in Nepal 

Hon Minister of MPPW Mr Hridesh 

Tripathy inaugurating the Environmental 

guideline.  
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Kathmandu, 30 September—
Technological advancement has 
significant implications on every 
aspect of development. The 
application of Information and 
Communication Technology (ICT) 
has become a critical tool to ensure 
equitable access, quality and 
efficiency in all aspects of the 
Education for All movement.  

The School Sector Reform Plan 
(SSRP) 2009-2015 supports the 
implementation and expansion of 
ICT assisted teaching/learning 
processes in all schools in Nepal.  

Within the broader National 
Curriculum Framework (NCF), only 
a few schools in Nepal have 
introduced ICT as a separate 
subject, let alone ICT as a discipline 
that supports the overall teaching 
and learning processes.   

UNESCO believes that it is now the 
right time to introduce initiatives that 
strengthen the use of ICT in 
education in Nepal. All these 
initiatives need to be streamlined 
into a broader national framework in 
order to ensure an equitable access 
to, and quality of education.  

Experiences show that countries 
who have implemented ICT in 
teaching learning processes are 
performing better and have greater 
learning achievements. These 
countries started with a broader 
conceptual framework (Master 
Plan), which governs them to move 
forward and achieve the intended 
results effectively.   

The UNESCO Office in Kathmandu, 
in collaboration with the Nepal 
National Commission for UNESCO 
(NatCom) and UNESCO Bangkok, 
supports the Ministry of Education 
in the preparation of an ICT in 
Education Master Plan to guide the 
education sector in using ICT as a 
fundamental tool for effective 
teaching and learning processes. 
More specifically, the plan will help 
achieve the following objectives:  

 Improve policy, planning and 
management for the 
development of ICT in 
education; 

 Expand equitable access to, 
and enhance quality in 
education; 

 Develop knowledge and skills 
of the policy makers, managers, 
teachers and other enablers in 
implementing ICT in education; 
and   

 Contribute to reducing the 
digital divide.  

The plan is expected to be 
prepared before the end of 
December 2011. In a country where 
the majority of schools need to 
begin ICT, the development of the 
ICT in Education Master Plan will 
provide a broader framework and 
guide the education system in 
Nepal to modern technologies, 
thereby contributing to the 
advancement of learner-friendly 
environments and improved 
learning achievements.  

UNESCO supports ICT in 
education master plan  

A visually impaired student  

learning computer. 
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Kathmandu, 30 September—
Experts from Nepal‘s Ministry of 
Education are currently undertaking 
a UNESCO sponsored study to 

determine the real cost of primary 
education in the country. 

The intensive study will investigate 

the issue of where the right to free 
education is in principle guaranteed 
by law, but hidden costs make it 
difficult, or even impossible, for the 
poorest parents to send their 
children to school.  

The review, which is being carried 
out with support from UNESCO‘s 
International Institute for 
Educational Planning and 
Administration, was initiated after 
experts observed that both direct 
and hidden costs for parents to 
send their children to school appear 
substantial.  

The additional issue is that 
communities already appear to 
support the functioning and 
development of schools through 
considerable cash, labour, or in-
kind contributions, although in  
principle primary education is free 
in Nepal. 

The real costs relate to not only the 
purchase of textbooks and 
uniforms, but also the so-called 
―opportunity‖ costs, for example 
those related to the loss of family 
income through the non-availability 
of children to work if they attend 
school. These latter costs are 
estimated to be the highest.  

Various incentives to offset the 
―opportunity‖ costs, for example, 
through school-feeding 
programmes and scholarship 
schemes for adolescent girls; and 
girls and boys from Dalits 
communities, are also being 
evaluated. 

The ongoing study is based on a 
survey of about 100 representative 
schools in eight districts from 
Nepal‘s three ecological zones 
(mountains; hills; and terai), namely 
Rasuwa, Dailekh, Kathmandu, 
Lalitpur, Bhaktapur, Rupandehi, 
Morang and Kailali. The final report 
is due for release in November 
2011. 

Overhead costs raise the 
question: Is primary 
education really free in 
Nepal ? 

Primary school children.  
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KATHMANDU, 19 September—
Nepalese women from all walks of 
life met today with Senior officials of 
Ministry of Home Affairs, Ministry of 
Defence and the Resident 
Coordinator of the United Nations in 
Nepal. The meeting was held under 
the banner of ―Global Open Day for 
Women, Peace and Security: 
Gender Responsive Security 
Sector‖ at the Centre for 
Constitutional Dialogue.   

The programme took place to 
commemorate the 11th anniversary 
of the UN Security Council 
Resolution 1325 which is related to 
ensure increased representation of 
women at all decision-making levels 
for the prevention, management, 
and resolution of conflict. 

This event offered an opportunity 
for Nepalese women to present 
issues related to women‘s 
participation, accessibility to gender 
justice, accountability, institutional & 
structural adjustments and law and 
policy related to the security sector 

of Nepal. 

Welcoming the participants of the 
Global Open Day, the UN Women 
Programme Coordinator, Nepal 
stated that the Open Day provides 
space for Nepali women to meet 
with the Government and the UN at 
the policy making level. They can 
voice their observations and 
contribute to ensure a gender 
responsive security sector. She 
emphasized that the event 
constitutes a significant step 
towards empowering women 
through reaffirmation of the links 
between gender equality, peace 
and security.    

During the interaction, women 
demanded to create a gender 
friendly environment within all 
security institutions and also 
emphasized on the need of gender 
responsive programs within 
institutional, structural, plan, policy 
and practice level of Security Sector 
including the need for enhancing 
women's participation and their 

inclusion and access to gender 
justice which are key elements for 
strengthening security sector from 
gender perspective. 

The participants further stressed 
that UN agencies should extend 
necessary support to the concerned 
authorities towards preventing 
undue political interference and 
introduce programs to encourage 
security sector to maintain their 
professionalism.  

Ek Maya BK from Banke said, 
―Justice delayed is Justice denied, 
so we need immediate services and 
justice‖. 

―Waiting for 12 years to inherit 
property for wives of missing 
husbands like me is too painful, this 
policy should be revised to make it 
more practical‖, remarked Bhagwati 
Joshi from Kailali. 

The Secretary of the Office of the 
Prime Minister and the Council of 
Ministers expressed the hope that 
TRC and Disappearance bills will 
be passed soon. The Secretary of 
the Ministry of Women, Children 
and Social Welfare informed that 
fast-track court is being established 
to address cases of gender based 

Women’s effective 
participation in peace and 
security discussed among 
stakeholders 

Participants of Global Open Day. 
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violence. 

The Secretary of the Ministry of 
Defence expressed the importance 
of working towards gender 
responsive security sector without 
which peace process cannot move 
forward. He further highlighted the 
upcoming plan of action on 
democratization of Nepalese Army, 
which will address various issues of 
gender equality in security sector. 
He recognized the partnership with 
UN Women on capacity 
development of Nepalese Army on 
UNSCRs 1325 and 1820 as a 
unique initiative globally. He further 
expressed the importance of 
collaboration between Government 
and Civil Society to provide inputs 
in making the democratization 
process more inclusive. The 
Secretary also emphasized that due 
to lack of the resources almost 44% 
of the Armies Personals are forced 
to live in bunker, therefore, the 

government has started a program 
called ―Bunker to Barrack‖ and 
committed to make this initiative 
inclusive.    

The Representative from the 
Ministry of Home Affairs informed 
about the start of the door to door 
program under the leadership of 
CDO which could serve as a local 
level mechanism to reach out 
needy people. He further 
emphasized on the implementation 
of the existing policies through 
adequate provisions of the financial 
and human resources and proper 
infrastructure.  

In his remark, the UN Resident 
Coordinator remarked ―Experiences 
show that women‘s participation in 
peace-building processes, 
especially at decision making levels 
is key to create a gender just 
society.  It is up to us to seize this 
opportunity and build on the 

existing capacity and experience. 
Together we can engage women 
more in peace-building in Nepal.‖  

The Open day was jointly organized 
by UN Women Nepal on behalf of 
the United Nations Country Team, 
the Ministry of Home Affairs and the 
Ministry of Defence. Secretaries 
from the Ministry of Women, 
Children and Social Welfare and 
the Office of the Prime Minister and 
the Council of Ministers, and senior 
officials from Ministry of Law and 
Justice, Nepal Army, Nepal Police 
and Armed Police participated as 
special invitees. 

Gender Advocates putting forward their 

issues with Ministry of Home affairs, 

Ministry of Defence and UN. 

 

Photo: UNWOMAN 



UN Information Centre Kathmandu 19 

OCTOBER, 2011 VOLUME 38 OCTOBER, 2011 

www.un.org.np, kathmandu.unic.org 
UNITED NATIONS IN NEPAL 

UN N e p a l  

n e w s l e t t e r  

 

1—International Day of Older Persons
Event Description: On 14 December 1990, the United 
Nations General Assembly (by resolution 45/106) 
designated 1 October the International Day of Older 
Persons. 
URL: http://www.un.org/en/events/olderpersonsday/ 

2—International Day of Non-Violence 
The International Day of Non-Violence is marked on 2 
October, the birthday of Mahatma Gandhi, leader of the 
Indian independence movement and pioneer of the 
philosophy and strategy of non-violence. 
URL: http://www.un.org/en/events/nonviolenceday/
index.shtml 

3—World Habitat Day
 In resolution 40/202 of 17 December 1985, the UN 

General Assembly designated the first Monday of 
October of every year as World Habitat Day. In 2010, 
World Habitat Day is commemorated on 4 October.  

URL: http://www.un.org/en/events/habitatday/ 

5—World Teachers Day   

World Teachers Day, held annually on 5 October since 
1994, commemorates the anniversary of the signing in 
1966 of the UNESCO/ILO Recommendation Concerning 
the Status of Teachers. It is an occasion to celebrate the 
essential role of teachers in providing quality education at 
all levels.  http://www.unesco.org/new/en/education/
themes/education-building-blocks/teacher-education/
advocacy/w  

9—World Post Day  
http://www.upu.int/en/the-upu/world-post-day/about-world
-post-day.html  

10—World Mental Health Day  
http://www.who.int/mediacentre/events/annual/
world_mental_health_day/en/index.html  

13—International Day for Disaster 
Reduction  
By resolution 44/236 (22 December 1989), the General 
Assembly designated the second Wednesday of October 
International Day for Natural Disaster Reduction. The 
International Day was to be observed annually during the 
International Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction, 
1990-1999. By resolution 64/200 of 21 December 2009 
the General Assembly decided to designate 13 October 
as the date to commemorate the Day and to change the 
Day's name to International Day for Disaster 
Reduction.  http://www.un.org/documents/ga/res/44/
a44r236.htm  

13—World Sight Day  
World Sight Day is an annual day of awareness to focus 
global attention on blindness, visual impairment and 
rehabilitation of the visually impaired held on the second 
Thursday in October. World Sight Day is observed 
around the world by all partners involved in preventing 
visual impairment or restoring sight. It is also the main 
advocacy event for the prevention of blindness and for 
"Vision 2020: The Right to Sight", a global effort to 
prevent blindness created by WHO and the International 
Agency for the Prevention of Blindness.  http://
www.who.int/mediacentre/events/annual/
world_sight_day/en/index.html  

15—International Day of Rural Women   
The first International Day of Rural Women was observed 
on 15 October 2008. This new international day, 
established by the General Assembly in its resolution 
62/136 of 18 December 2007, recognizes the critical role 
and contribution of rural women, including indigenous 
women, in enhancing agricultural and rural development, 
improving food security and eradicating rural poverty. 
http://www.un.org/en/events/ruralwomenday/index.shtml  

16—World Food Day  
In 2009, the critical threshold of one billion hungry people 
in the world was reached in part due to soaring food 
prices and the financial crisis, a tragic achievement in 
these modern days", according to FAO Director-General 
Jacques Diouf. On the eve of the hunger summit, Dr 
Diouf launched an online petition to reflect the moral 
outrage of the situation. The 1 billion hungry project 
reaches out to people through online social media to 
invite them to sign the anti-hunger petition at 
www.1billionhungry.org.  http://www.fao.org/getinvolved/
worldfoodday/en/  

17—International Day for the Eradication of 
Poverty  
The International Day for the Eradication of Poverty has 
been observed every year since 1993, when the General 
Assembly, by resolution 47/196, designated this day to 
promote awareness of the need to eradicate poverty and 
destitution in all countries, particularly in developing 
countries - a need that has become a development 
priority.   

24—United Nations Day UN Day marks the 

anniversary of the entry into force in 1945 of the UN 
Charter. With the ratification of this founding document 
by the majority of its signatories, including the five 
permanent members of the Security Council, the United 
Nations officially came into being. 24 October has been 
celebrated as United Nations Day since 1948. In 1971, 
the United Nations General Assembly recommended that 
the day be observed by Member States as a public 
holiday.  http://www.un.org/en/events/unday/  
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