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W 
hen Dag Hammarskjöld 
was appointed 
Secretary-General of 

the United Nations on 7 April 
1953, there was a full-scale war 
on the Korean peninsula, the 
Organization was deeply divided 
between East and West, and the 
Soviet Union was boycotting the 
Security Council over the refusal 
of the United Nations to give the 
now communist Chinese regime a 
seat on the Council. It was by no 
means a safe bet that the United 
Nations was going to be more 
successful than its predecessor, 
the League of Nations, in 
preventing an outbreak of a new 
world war. 

The man who took on this 
mission, however, had a firm 
belief in the United Nations role 
as an international peacekeeping 
body and protector of the 
interests and integrity of less 
powerful nations. He was also a 
strong believer in the power of 
diplomacy. He knew that even the 
most intense conflicts must reach 
a political solution, and that it was 
the task of international 
diplomacy to pave the way 
towards that end. 

One would not necessarily expect 
a person of vision and principle to 
also be a pragmatic and creative 
person. That is why Dag 
Hammarskjöld, fifty years after his 
death, continues to fascinate and 
inspire people from all over the 
world. Hammarskjöld combined 
these seemingly antithetical 
virtues remarkably well. His often 
quoted ambition that the United 
Nations should be a dynamic 
instrument for its Member States 
essentially cast pragmatism as 
vision, for Hammarskjöld 

United Nations Secretary-General Dag 

Hammarskjöld arrived in Gaza on 23 

December 1958 to spend Christmas with 

the troops of the United Nations 

Emergency Force (UNEF). At left is 

Lt.Col. J.C. Ruy, Commander of the 

Brazilian Battalion, and at centre, 2nd 

row, is UNEF Commander, Lt.Gen. 

E.L.M. Burns, who accompanied the 

Secretary-General.  
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understood that the Organization‘s 
relevance lay in its ability to 
constantly adapt to new challenges. 

Peacekeeping is perhaps the most 
prominent example of that 
adaptation. When the Suez Crisis 
erupted in 1956, the United Nations 
Charter did not contain any 
provisions for using impartial and 
armed UN forces to stabilize fragile 
situations. It still does not—but 
neither has it ever barred such 
arrangements. For Hammarskjöld, 
this void was an opportunity rather 
than a constraint. On the basis of a 
suggestion from Canada‘s Foreign 
Minister, Lester Pearson, he 
devised the concept of 
peacekeeping in a few days, and 
managed to assemble the United 
Nations Emergency Force (UNEF) 
within weeks. It testifies to 
Hammarskjöld‘s wisdom that the 
basic principles of UNEF‘s 
operation have remained a central 
feature of all similar UN 
interventions to this day. As we 
consider the future of UN 
peacekeeping, however, we should 
view UNEF as the epitome of 
Hammarskjöld‘s pragmatism and 
creativity. 

A number of developments have 
fundamentally altered the premise 
of UN peacekeeping since the Suez 
Crisis. The end of the Cold War 
gave rise to intrastate conflicts of 
political as well as ethnic and 
religious stripe, conflicts that had 
been kept in check by the bipolar 
tension. Globalization and the 
improvement of all means of 
communication have shrunk 
distances in time and space. The 
emergence of regional forms of 
organization have created 
structures that sometimes 
complement, sometimes duplicate, 
the functions of the United Nations. 
While these circumstances have 
enabled UN peacekeeping 
operations to take on a wider range 
of conflicts than before, they have 
also created significant challenges. 

Today, the actors are more 
numerous and the agenda is 
broader. Since the end of the Cold 
War, the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization has played a 

significant role in a number of 
operations in the Balkans, the 
Middle East, and Afghanistan. The 
European Union is currently 
implementing its External Action 
Service in order to further increase 
its diplomatic strength and political 
relevance. The Arab League and 
the African Union are important 
actors in Africa. In Asia, 
cooperation within the Association 
of Southeast Asian Nations is 
steadily developing. With regard to 
the broadening of the ¬agenda, the 
tool box today includes measures to 
prevent conflicts and to support 
state building and institutional and 
economic development, in addition 
to classic peacekeeping actions. 
The United Nations has also 
become a key actor in developing 
the international legal framework for 
codes of conduct and rules of 
engagement, and in dealing with 
the consequences of armed 
conflicts. 

In recent years, the discussion on 
the new challenges has been 
guided by two landmark 
publications: the Report of the 
Panel on United Nations Peace 
Operations of 2000 (the ―Brahimi 
Report‖), and the UN Secretariat 
―non-paper‖ A New Partnership 
Agenda: Charting a New Horizon 
for UN Peacekeeping of 2009 (the 
―New Horizon‖ initiative). 

The Brahimi panel found that 
peacekeeping operations were 
increasingly deployed not in post-
conflict situations, but in stalemate 
situations where at least one of the 
parties was not seriously committed 
to ending the confrontation. The 
panel, therefore, acknowledged the 
need for UN forces to be prepared 
to ―confront the lingering forces of 
war and violence‖ and to have ―the 
ability and determination to defeat 
them.‖ The panel stressed that 
impartiality for United Nations 
operations must mean adherence 
to the principles of the Charter. 
Where one party is incontrovertibly 
violating the Charter‘s terms, 
continued equal treatment may 
amount to complicity with evil. 
Further, an operation‘s authority to 
use force should be specified and 
its rules of engagement should be 
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sufficiently robust to prevent UN 
contingents from ceding the 
initiative to peace spoilers. 

The New Horizon non-paper took 
stock of the increasing scale and 
complexity of UN peacekeeping 
operations in the first decade of the 
new millennium. It emphasized the 
need to forge a stronger political 
consensus, shift the focus from 
quantity to quality and capabilities 
of troops, enhance the 
accountability among the 
stakeholders of UN peacekeeping, 
and develop a coherent strategy for 
the United Nations field support 
system. 

The Brahimi Report and the New 
Horizon non-paper offered an 
encouraging direction, while 
honouring the spirit and letter of the 
Charter and reiterating the basic 
principles of UN peacekeeping. The 
documents recognize, as 
Hammarskjöld did with regard to 
the United Nations as a whole, that 
UN peacekeeping is an imperfect 
but indispensable instrument for the 
international community. 

The increasing numbers of 
international actors, as well as the 
broader agenda, do not depreciate 
the role and importance that the 
United Nations plays in global 
peacekeeping. On the contrary, it is 
an affirmation of the importance of 
the task itself and an 
acknowledgement that many states 

and regional actors today feel a 
direct responsibility to partake in the 
global agenda for peace and 
conflict prevention. The United 
Nations role will be different from 
the role it played in the fifties and 
sixties, but it will not be less 
important. The United Nations will 
still provide legitimacy for 
necessary actions and be the 
primary coordinator of the 
international response to future 
global and regional crises. In all its 
diversity, the United Nations will still 
be the main forum for the 
international dialogue on 
peacekeeping, conflict prevention, 
and conflict resolution. 

The United Nations is a cornerstone 
of Sweden‘s foreign policy. 
Together with our fellow members 
of the European Union, we 
welcomed the Brahimi Report and 
strongly support the further 
development of the New Horizon 
initiative. The common ground that 
has now been reached needs to be 
consolidated and broadened. 

First, the importance of protecting 
civilians must be acknowledged. 
The success or failure to protect 
civilians directly affects the 
credibility and legitimacy of UN 
peacekeeping operations, as well 
as their standing with populations in 
conflict areas. It is encouraging that 
the UN Member States recognized 
this circumstance during the 2010 
session of the Special Committee 

on Peacekeeping Operations of the 
United Nations. Missions need to 
have clear Security Council 
mandates, well-crafted guidelines, 
robust command and control 
systems, and the ability and 
determination to perform this 
difficult task. 

Second, the nexus between 
peacekeeping and peacebuilding 
must be strengthened. By providing 
security and support, peacekeepers 
play an enabling role for national 
and international actors to 
implement long-term peacebuilding 
measures in areas such as police, 
rule of law, Security Sector Reform 
(SSR), and Disarmament, 
Demobilization and Reintegration. 

Third, the demand for civilian 
expertise in fields such as rule of 
law, justice, and SSR is increasing, 
especially in complex peacekeeping 
operations. We must respond to 
this by strengthening the supply, 
retention, and support of civilian 
personnel. It is important that 
countries from the Global South be 
given equal opportunities to 
contribute personnel. 

Fourth, we should follow the 
example of Dag Hammarskjöld‘s 
Summary Study, first published in 
1958, and turn our scrutiny to the 
UN system itself and our working 
methods. It is encouraging to see 
that the initiative to start informal 
consultations with a view to revising 
the working methods of the Special 
Committee, forwarded during the 
Swedish Presidency of the 
European Union in 2009 and the 
Spanish Presidency in 2010, has 
received widespread support 
among UN Member States. 

In conclusion, let us remember that 
Hammarskjöld‘s overarching and 
primary commitment was to the 
evolution of the United Nations. 
Whether he recognized it or not, he 
was the United Nations able pilot on 
this journey. Hammarskjöld‘s view 
that the United Nations embodied 
the ―edge of development of human 
society‖ and worked on the ―brink of 
the unknown‖ remains an inspiring 
vision. 

Hammarskjöld’s overarching 
and primary commitment was 
to the evolution of the  
United Nations. Whether he 
recognized it or not, he was 
the United Nations able pilot 
on this journey.  
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KATHMANDU, 24 August — The 
National Planning Commission of 
Nepal and the UNDP launched the 
Millennium Development Goals: 
Needs Assessment for Nepal 2010 
in a programme held today 
stressing prioritized strategic 
intervention is necessary to achieve 
MDG targets.  

With existing efforts, most of the 
MDG targets set for 2015 are likely 
to be met. However, of the total 48 
indicators, some will be difficult to 
achieve by 2015. These include, 

reducing the proportion of the 
population below a minimum level 
of dietary energy consumption, the 
proportion of underweight children 
aged 6–59 months, proportion of 
stunted children aged 6–59 months, 
survival rate to Grade 5, literacy 
rate for 15–24 year olds, proportion 
of births attended by skilled birth 
attendants, universal access to 
reproductive health, and proportion 
of population using an improved 
sanitation facility.  

The National Planning Commission 

is strengthening the monitoring and 
evaluation mechanisms to monitor 
MDG related outcomes. Vice 
Chairperson of the National 
Planning Commission Dr. Dinesh 
Chandra Devkota said, ―The 
Government of Nepal fully intends 
to take ownership and leadership of 
development strategies. The 
Government plans to adopt forward
-looking macroeconomic policies 
that promote sustainable 
development and lead to sustained, 
employment-centric, inclusive and 
equitable, broad-based economic 
growth.‖ 

The Report points out that during 
the period 2011 and 2015, a total of 
NRs 1,395.8 billion ($ 19.66 billion) 
is required to achieve the targets. 
Out of this requirement, a gap of 
NRs 451.4 billion ($6.36 billion) is 
estimated, which is 32.34 percent of 
the total needs.  

The Report further recommends 
that all programme implementing 
partners should focus on small 
holder farmers, food security, 
employment centric interventions, 

Dr. Dinesh Chandra Devkota, Vice 

Chairperson of the National Planning 

Commission launching Millennium 

Development Goals: Needs Assessment for 

Nepal 2010 report.  

 

 

Photo: Nepal Planning Commission, 

Government of Nepal 

Millennium Development 
Goals: Needs Assessment 
for Nepal 2010 launched 
The main driver for meeting the MDG targets is 
national commitment 

“ 
The Government of Nepal fully intends to take 

ownership and leadership of development 

strategies. The Government plans to adopt 

forward-looking macroeconomic policies that promote 

sustainable development and lead to sustained, 

employment-centric, inclusive and equitable, broad-

based economic growth.” 

 Dr. Dinesh Chandra Devkota,  
Vice Chairperson of the National Planning Commission  
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nutrition, reproductive health, 
economic empowerment, and 
universal primary education 
particularly for hard to reach group 
of children, women and the 
communities. 

At the event, UNDP Resident 
Representative Robert Piper noted, 
―The preliminary results of the third 
National Living Standard Survey 
suggest Nepal has significantly 
improved in many areas including 
average household income and per 

capita income. This achievement is 
nothing short of extraordinary given 
the country‘s post-conflict status 
and the country‘s difficult political 
and economic environment.‖ He 
added however that, ‖While the 
progress in the indicators at the 
national, aggregated level is 
impressive, as always, we cannot 
lose sight of what lies beneath. We 
need to continue to dig deeper to 
see if these positive changes have 
been equitable across regions, 
ethnic groups, and gender. We are 
yet to see if the significant rise in 
average household income has 
also led to reductions in inequality.‖ 

Experts pointed out that in the 
context of shifting global priorities 
towards fighting global recession 
and climate change implications, 
the Government has to make 
greater efforts to manage resources 
for meeting the MDG targets by the 
year 2015. Therefore Nepal will 
have to show higher development 
aid effectiveness to attract global 
funds. 

The MDG Needs Assessment for 
Nepal is a joint initiative taken by 
National Planning Commission and 
the United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP) to estimate the 
resources needed and identify gaps 
for achieving Nepal‘s MDG targets 
within the next five years (2011–
2015).  

Robert Piper, UNDP Resident 

Representative answering questions from 

journalists in a press conference.  

 

Photo: UNIC 

“ 
While the progress in the indicators at the 

national, aggregated level is impressive, as 

always, we cannot lose sight of what lies beneath. 

We need to continue to dig deeper to see if these positive 

changes have been equitable across regions, ethnic 

groups, and gender.” 

 

 Robert Piper, UNDP Resident Representative 
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KATHMANDU, 23 August: Twenty
-one year old Ranjana Khatri is a 
radio journalist from Radio 
Didibahini, the only radio station in 
Nepal where all 28 staffs, including 
the radio technicians, are women.  
Ranjana says the main reason for 
her joining Radio Didibahini was to 
educate people about gender-
based violence and to advocate for 
women‘s rights to be included in the 
new Constitution.  Also, Ranjana 
focused more to create greater 
awareness regarding reproductive 
rights. 

Ranjana said that her father, who 
was chief (Mukhiya) and one of the 
few educated people of their village, 

raised five daughters, all the while 
still expecting a son.  

―At times I feel angry at my Father 
for having so many children just to 
have a son. This led to my Mom‘s 
deteriorating health condition,‖ said 
Khatri. ―My only satisfaction was 
that my Dad never remarried as 
suggested by the society because 
he loves my Mom and all of his 
children so much.‖ 

Khatri said that after taking some 
training on gender and sensitivity 
she better understood her Dad‘s 
situation, especially the social 
pressure he was under at that time. 
―Then I felt the best way to educate 

Women Journalists gearing 
up to Educate People on 
Constitution 

Journalists from far-western region  
 

Photo: CCD/UNDP 

Ranjana Khatri for the story of media 

training. 
 

Photo: CCD/UNDP 

“ 
My only satisfaction was that my Dad never 
remarried as suggested by the society because he 
loves my Mom and all of his children  so much.”  

 
- Ranjana Khatri 
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…. 

others who suffered like us because 
of society‘s pressure was to join the 
radio and provide them with better 
information.‖ 

Radio Didi-Bahini was started two 
years ago in Parbat district by Nari 
Uthan Samaz.  Its motive has been 
to inform the local people about 
social evils that prevail in the 
community and to help minimize 
social discrimination against women 
and Dalits through their radio 
programs. Radio Didi-Bahini also 
provides information on education, 
health, sports, environment and 
agriculture, as well as tourism in the 
region. 

Khatri was a participant at the two-
day media orientation on 
constitutional issues organized by 
UNDP SPCBN and Equal Access 
from July 5-6 at Baglung.  She said 
that the training helped her 
understand how the media can play 
a positive role in disseminating 
accurate information on the 
constitution drafting process. ―This 
is the first time I attended a training 
on the constitution and the 
discussions really helped me 
understand better the 11 Thematic 
Committee reports, especially on 
fundamental rights.‖  

28 journalists from Baglung, Myadgi 
and Parbat districts participated in 
the training. There have been 47 
female journalists out of the 266 
journalists who have taken the 
training from Seti, Mahakali, 
Dhaulagiri, Gandaki, Mechi, Koshi, 
Narayani, Bheri, Rapti and Lumbini. 

Khatri used to believe that 
parliamentary reporting is only for 
journalists who cover the 
Legislature-Parliament and the CA.  
She has been copying and pasting 
media reports coming from the 
Kathmandu Valley. ―This orientation 
helped us to understand that 
constitution making is our own 
issue and that we can raise these 

issues ourselves, especially during 
the second phase of public 
outreach.  Our support will make 
the Constitution a huge success‖, 
she said. 

Also, Ms. Januka Dhimal from 
Simana FM, Jhapa, said that even 
though she has been actively 
involved in journalism since five 
years but she never received any 
formal training, like this one, to 
enhance her skills or capacity.  
Januka had a tough time convincing 
her family and their society that a 
female from the Dhimal 
(indigenous) community can be a 
journalist. ―Neither the station 
managers nor my supervisor 
thought that I could prepare a 
political radio package -- but I took 
every opportunity to report on 
political issues.‖ 

―This kind of training offered by 
UNDP SPCBN is very helpful as I 
better understood the constitution 
making process now.  The training 
has given me insights into news 
angles by which to explore Nepali 
women‘s participation in each state 
organization,‖ said Dhimal. 

Even journalists from the Far 
Western Region of Nepal have 
become more active after the 
training.  Some of them participated 
in the two-day training in 
Dadeldhura held in June. Laxmi 
Ayer of the ―Amargadi Post― in 
Dadeldhura said that there is a lack 
of awareness among the people 
living in the Far West about 
constitutional issues and people 
should get an opportunity from 
those remoter areas should also 
know about the constitution-drafting 
process. 

―I now feel that I am also 
responsible for the constitution-
making process and I intend to do 
everything I can do to help!‖ said 
Ayer.   

―I now feel 
that I am also 
responsible 
for the 
constitution-
making 
process and I 
intend to do 
everything I 
can do to 
help!‖ said 
Ayer. 
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Social acceptance for the ex-
combatants makes the whole 
rehabilitation process easier. 
Bahadur (name changed), who was 
discharged from the Surkhet 
cantonment in the category of minor 
tells his story—how easy it was 
when his landlord who himself was 
a conflict victim accepted to let him 
stay on in his house as a tenant  
without any grudges. 

 As a landlord he is a great person. 
I felt uncomfortable when he told 
me that his house in Okhaldhunga 
was burnt during the people's war 
and he was displaced from his 
home town. When I rented a room 
in his house, he did not know that I 
also belonged to the Maoist army, 
but even after he came to know 
about it, I didn't find any change in 
his behavior towards me. 

Bahadur is happily working as a 
cook in one of the renowned hotels 
of Biratnagar. He successfully 
completed the voluntarily opted 
‗Cook Training‘, offered by the 
United Nations Interagency 
Rehabilitation Programme (UNIRP). 

I learned to prepare about 150 
types of food during the training 
provided by the South Asian School 
of Tourism and Hotel Management 
and I had the opportunity to expand 
my practical skills during ‗On the 
Job Training‘ in a hotel. Now the 
same hotel has employed me and I 
am also working part time in one 
restaurant. I am earning about Rs. 
10,000 per month.‖ 

Bahadur says, ―I was just 15 when I 
joined the army. We have accepted 
the peace process and are no 
longer carrying arms but many 
people see us through the same 
lens which hinders our efforts to 
rehabilitate in the society‖. 

Bahadur, a friendly and charming 
youth is skilled in martial arts. His 
recent performance with his friends 
in a public programme in Itahari, 
east of Nepal, was well received 
and he managed to expand his 
circle of friends. 

UNIRP, a joint programme of 
UNDP, UNICEF, UNFPA and ILO is 
equipping the 4,008 Verified Minors 
and Late Recruitswith different 

types of skills to facilitate their socio
-economic rehabilitation. During the 
six months of training, the 
participants receive monthly stipend 
and three meals a day including 
psycho-social counseling, health 
care support and special support for 
lactating mothers and pregnant 
women. 

After completion of course, the 
trainees get toolkits and undergo 
skill test through National Skill Test 
Board of Nepal, which further 
enhances opportunity for 
employment. 

By 31 July 2011, 2672 (67%) of the 
4,008 targeted ex-combatants 
contacted the toll free number of 
the programme. Among them, 2360 
(59%) ex-combatants have been 
provided with career counseling 
and have been referred for training 
or education. 806 individuals have 
completed micro-enterprises or 
vocational skill training and 390 
individuals have either started their 
own business or found 
employment. 661 participants are 
still enrolled in training programmes 
or pursuing education. 

Social acceptance 
plays a big role  
for rehabilitation 

Bahadur (Name changed) 

who was discharged from 

the surkhet cantonment. 

 

Photo: UNDP 

“ I was just 15 when I joined the 

army. We have accepted the 

peace process and are no 

longer carrying arms but many people see 

us through the same lens which hinders 

our efforts to rehabilitate in the society”  

- Bahadur (Name changed) 



UN Information Centre Kathmandu 11 

AUGUST, 2011 VOLUME 37 AUGUST, 2011 

www.un.org.np, kathmandu.unic.org 
UNITED NATIONS IN NEPAL 

UN N e p a l  

n e w s l e t t e r  

Ganesh Bahadur Bista, 43, has 
become a successful entrepreneur 
in 7 years. His bee keeping 
enterprise has flourished from 10 to 
more than 100 hives and is selling 
4500 kgs of honey every year. He 
has set up a hive industry! 

―One hive produces 60kgs of honey 
annually. Right from the start, this 
business was very profitable. I 
started with Rs. 40,000 and 10 
hives, today my investment in this 
enterprise is NRs. 1.2 million (US$ 
166,000)‖, Ganesh says. 

A poor migrant farmer from Baitadi 
in the far-west of Nepal, Ganesh 
received training on 
entrepreneurship from UNDP Micro
-Enterprise Development 

Programme (MEDEP) in 2005. 
Soon after, he established his 
business with seed support of US$ 
496 from MEDEP and now owns 
the Ghodaghodi Bee Keeping 
Enterprise. He sells hives too, with 
or without bees! 

He further says, ―I sell my products 
to different places of Nepal and 
India. I made a net profit of NRs 
400,000 this year in 2010-2011 and 
also have a stock of 60 quintals of 
honey. I make a good income out of 
training people too, almost Rs. 
100,000 a year! I have already 
trained more than 300 people but 
with the business expanding, I find 
it difficult take out time to train 
people anymore. Out of the 300 
people I trained in Kailali, 40 have 

started bee keeping enterprise 
already‖. 

Ganesh‘s poverty stricken days 
have vanished, he has settled very 
well with his family in Kailali in the 
far west of Nepal. His children are 
attending school. People are getting 
employment in his small bee 
industry during  peak seasons. 
Currently, he heads the district level 
micro-entrepreneurs association 
and is an active member in many 
forums. 

MEDEP has promoted 3,788 bee 
keeping entrepreneurs out of more 
than 51,000 micro-entrepreneurs 
between 1998 and 2010. 

The domestic demand for honey is 
about 250 metric tonnes per year. 
Nepal produces 1,000 metric 
tonnes of honey annually and 
exports about 750 metric tonnes to 
countries like Norway, Japan, 
Germany, USA and South Korea. 
However, for the last few years, 
countries like UAE, Thailand and 
Bangladesh are also emerging as 
good outlets. 

Successful entrepreneur Ganesh Bahadur 

Bista, 43.  

 

Photo: UNDP 

Ganesh’s poverty stricken 
days are over 

“ 
I sell my products to different places of Nepal and India. I made a net 
profit of NRs 400,000 this year in 2010-2011 and also have a stock of 
60 quintals of honey. I make a good income out of training people too, 

almost Rs. 100,000 a year! I have already trained more than 300 people”   
 

- Ganesh Bahadur Bista 
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VIENNA Headquarters, 18 
August— The United Nations 
Industrial Development 
Organization (UNIDO) has officially 
confirmed that it is not involved in 
any activities related to the 
development of the World Heritage 
property of Lumbini in Nepal. 

The clarification comes in the wake 
of incorrect media reports that 
UNIDO had signed an agreement 
with the Hong Kong-based Asia 
Pacific Exchange and Cooperation 
Foundation (APECF) to develop the 
sacred birthplace of Lord Buddha. 

In a statement issued from its 
Vienna headquarters on 18 August 
2011, the UN agency said: ―The 
United Nations Industrial 
Development Organization 
(UNIDO) has not entered into any 
valid contractual agreement with 
the APECF, and therefore is not 
involved in any activities related to 
the Lumbini Special Development 
Zone in Nepal. 

―An intended Memorandum of 
Understanding between UNIDO 
and APECF was never approved by 
the responsible UNIDO approval 
bodies. Any reference to a UNIDO 
involvement in the Lumbini Special 
Development Zone is thus without 
any legal and substantive basis.‖ 

Lumbini is located in Western Nepal 
and the site was inscribed onto the 
World Heritage List in 1997 as an 
area of Outstanding Universal 
Value (OUV).  

The world renowned pilgrimage site 
is bordered by a large monastic 
zone, in which only monasteries 
can be built, with strict regulations 
preventing commercial 
development.   

Two other sites in the vicinity to 
Lumbini, which are closely related 
to Lord Buddha‘s life, namely 
Ramagrama, the relic stupa of Lord 
Buddha; and Tilaurakot, the 
archaeological remains of the 
ancient Shakya Kingdom, were 

included in 1996 on Nepal‘s 
National Tentative List for World 
Heritage Inscription.  

The sites are emblematic 
landmarks in an area that since 
ancient times bears testimony to a 
rich cultural and socio-economic 
life. Their conservation and 
development are important not only 
for Nepal, but for Buddhist 
communities worldwide. 

UNESCO is engaged in a variety of 
activities related to safeguarding 
the OUV of the World Heritage 
Property of Lumbini and it also 
assists the Government of Nepal to 
examine the possibility to inscribe 
the sites of Ramagrama and 
Tilaurakot, which are currently on 
the tentative list as World Heritage 
Properties.  

UNESCO also promotes the 
preservation of the Greater Lumbini 
Area, with a special focus on the 
spiritual, cultural and archaeological 
assets linked to Lord Buddha‘s life.  

It also encourages the Government 
of Nepal to integrate heritage 
protection concerns into regional 
planning programmes, including 
promoting the preparation of land 
use and development plans. 

UNIDO denies signing 
controversial Buddha 
birthplace deal; UNESCO 
continues its engagement 

The Maya Devi temple. 
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KATHMANDU, 29 August — 
Nepal has played a crucial role in 
trade between China and India in 
the past and some of the routes 
crossing the country may have 
been branches of the famous Silk 
Roads, the 3,000 year-old-plus 
network of interlinking trade routes 
across the Afro-Eurasian landmass. 

Should Nepal‘s link to the Silk 
Roads be confirmed, the country 
could participate in a serial 
nomination of the Silk Roads onto 
UNESCO‘s World Heritage List, 
including a series of sites in several 
countries in the region. 

But a prerequisite for the country‘s 
possible participation in a serial 
nomination is thorough research to 
identify the routes through Nepal 
and the archaeological vestiges that 
prove their existence, said World 
Heritage Adviser Susan Denyer, 
from the International Council for 
Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS), 
at a UNESCO organized meeting in 
Kathmandu last week.  

The meeting that was opened on 25 
July by Khagendra Prasad Prasai, 
Minister of Federal Affairs, 
Constituent Assembly, 
Parliamentary Affairs and Culture, 

was organized to explain the 
process of the serial nomination of 
the Silk roads, in which several 
countries, including China and 
India, are already strongly engaged, 
to the national stakeholders. 

Meeting participants said that Nepal 
has significant and remarkably 
intact archaeological features, 
essentially along three main routes, 
which most probably testify to 
Nepal‘s integration, exchange and 
dialogue with the main Silk Roads 
originating from Xi‘an in China. 

However, there is a need for more 
detailed analysis of the routes 
within Nepal to identify their links 
with the main Silk Roads and thus 
their potential as possible 
―corridors‖ for nomination‖.  

The Department of Archaeology will 
now engage in more detailed 
research in order to establish 
profiles groups of sites or individual 
sites along the three routes with a 
view to explore whether they reflect 
a specific period of history, power 
and patronage system that would 
give accounts on the organization 
of the flourishing trade and 
protection of the routes within 
Nepal.  

The result of these investigations 
will be discussed at a workshop 
later this year that may decide on 
the preparation of detailed 
descriptions on one or more nodal 
sites for the tentative list of Silk 
Roads.  

Experts believe that sites in 
Mustang, some of which are 
already on the Tentative List, and 
other sites elsewhere, yield 
outstanding value, not only on their 
own, but also for the Silk Roads in 
their entirety.  

Within the framework of UNESCO‘s 
assistance for the Silk Roads serial 
nomination project, which is 
financed through the Norway Funds
-in-trust, Nepal attended the first 
and second meetings of the 
coordinating committee on the 
serial World Heritage nomination of 
the Silk Roads held respectively in 
Xi‘an, China in 2009; and in 
Ashgabat, Turkmenistan in 2011.  

Nepal indicated that it would follow 
up the Ashgabat Agreement in 
advancing collaboration among 
Asian State Parties to recognize the 
history of their linked cultural 
development and it is in the process 
of designating a national project 
manager, as agreed during the 
Ashgabat meeting. 

Nepal’s links with Silk 
Roads may be  
officially recognized 

Susan Denyer, ICOMOS Advisor 

 explaining Nepalese authorities about the 

concept and process of the Silk Roads 

nomination project. 
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Maintaining records on critical 
classroom data, such as student 
enrolment numbers, attendance 
rates and academic results, as well 
as staff and financial issues in 
schools in Nepal is facing a tough 
challenge in the form of a complex 
data collection system and the 
likelihood of school managers 
artificially increasing figures in order 
to obtain more resources, a 
UNESCO investigation has 
revealed. 

The review of data collection, 
analysis and its use in schools, 
which is at the heart of Nepal‘s 
Education Management Information 
System (EMIS), was carried out 
following a request from the 
Department of Education. 

Department of Education officials 
have expressed concern over the 
reporting of pupil numbers. For 
example, research revealed 
discrepancies in the number of 
grade one children enrolled so that 
more teachers can be hired. 

Data on student numbers must be 
highly accurate as resources for 
teacher‘s salaries, scholarships, 
textbooks and construction costs 
are allocated per student (Per Child 
Fund - PCF).  

―There is a need to obtain more 
relevant, reliable and complete 
information to all concerned 
stakeholders in user-friendly ways,‖ 
said Ko-Chih Tung, the former head 
of UNESCO Bangkok‘s 
Assessment, Information Systems, 
Monitoring and Statistics Unit.  

Mr. Ko-Chih Tung visited schools in 
the Kavre, Banke and Bardiya 
districts to review the school level 
EMIS. 

Despite the launch of the so-called 
―Flash‖ questionnaires in 2004-05, 
school records are not yet 
systematized and school managers 
often vary their record monitoring, 
regarding enrolment numbers, 
attendance rates, academic results, 
personnel and financial matters, 
etc.  

Maintaining records of the caste 
and ethnicity and the date of birth of 
students is demanding as many 
parents are unwilling to disclose 
their caste and do not submit their 
birth certificates. As information 
related to flash questionnaires is 
scattered in many registers and 
books, form filling practices are time 
consuming and lack motivation. 

School management complained 
that flash questionnaires are very 
long and demand a lot of time and 
effort from teachers and 
administrative staff.   

Additionally, there is no organized 
and systematic way of checking 
and verifying data supplied by the 
head teacher, the chairperson of 
the school management committee, 
or the school supervisor.     

Schools receive information about 
disbursements through their 
respective resource centre; 
however, this information does not 
account for progress, for example, 
how many students received 

scholarships/textbooks; when they 
received these; and their effects.  

As enrolment of students is central 
to the allocation of resources, there 
is no intrinsic motivation for schools 
to perform better to get higher 
results each year with a view to 
ensuring high internal efficiency and 
enhanced learning for all students.  

 Discussions with head teachers 
revealed that school data is used in 
the School Improvement Plan (SIP). 
However, SIP has yet to become an 
instrument with which to identify 
needs, track students‘ progress and 
monitor the quality of teaching and 
learning. Teachers and parents 
hardly make use of information with 
regard to the schooling of their 
children.  

The review showed that schools 
need to increase their capacities to 
use and analyze data with a view to 
improving internal efficiency and the 
learning achievement of students, 
which is most important for serving 
a wider purpose, i.e., to improve the 
effectiveness and efficiency of the 
education system. 

Nepal has adopted its EMIS (―Flash 
Report System‖) to collect and 
analyze data with the purpose of 
assessing the performance and 
efficiency of school education.   

Nepal is one of the few countries in 
the Asia and Pacific region that 
conducts a school census twice a 
year – at the beginning and end of 
the school year.  

What used to take two to three 
years of data collection, 
compilation, processing and 
analysis of annual statistics is now 
undertaken within six months, but  
the challenges of data collection at 
the school level puts this efficient 
system at risk. 

Data collection in schools 
faces multiple challenges 
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KATHMANDU, 26 August  —The 
Ministry of Environment (MoE), the 
Ministry of Physical Planning and 
Works and the Ministry of Local 
Development in association with 
UN-HABITAT jointly organized a 
workshop on Cities and Climate 
Change Initiatives (CCCI) in 
Kathmandu on 21 July 2011.  

During the programme, various 
government officials and experts 
expressed that  Nepal is among fast 
urbanizing countries and has been 
identified as one of the most 
vulnerable countries to the impacts 
of climate change and thus the 
linkage between cities and climate 
change is a critical issue for the 
nation. 

Welcoming the participants to the 
consultative workshop, Mr. Padma 
Sunder Joshi, Habitat Programme 
Manager highlighted the importance 
of the workshop and the activities of 
UN-HABITAT in the country. He 
urged all the participants to come 
together to contribute in 
understanding these two parallel 
phenomena, urbanization and 

climate change particularly in the 
context of cities.  

The Nepal government in 
partnership with UN-HABITAT is 
conducting a study on 'Vulnerable 
Assessment and Adaptation 
Planning in Kathmandu' considering 
the UN-HABITAT programme ‗cities 
and climate change initiative‘ to 
understand and address the linkage 
between climate change and urban 
development in Kathmandu, 
especially the water management 
aspect in the Valley. 

Addressing the workshop, Mr. 
Krishna Gyanwali, Secretary at 
Ministry of Local Development, told 
that the government has been 
initiated steps to address the 
challenges of impacts of climate 
change and urbanization. The 
National Adaptation Programme of 
Action (NAPA) has identified urban 
settlements as one of the six key 
thematic groups and included 
Promoting Climate Smart Urban 
Settlements as one of nine priority 
projects. He stressed on 
implementation of the local 

government led action oriented 
programmes to mitigate the climate 
change impacts and urbanization. 
He further informed that 
government of Nepal is inthe 
process to decelerate the green 
cities to Surkhet and Ilam 
municipalities.  

Mr. Andre Dzikus, Chief of Water 
and Sanitation Section of UN-
HABITAT, Nairobi, said 
urbanization and climate change 
are two powerful human created 
elements that are proving to be 
dangerous and have threatened to 
have unprecedented negative 
impacts upon quality of life and 
economic condition of the people 
and their social stability. He further 
added that climate change effects 
such as extreme weather events, 
damage to buildings and urban 
infrastructure, problems of 
waterborne disease, food security, 
and climate refugees are higher in 
rapidly urbanizing cities. Mr. Dzikus 
also suggested in the programme to 
adopt measures like climate 
proofing of urban infrastructure, 
investing in storm water drainage, 
develop resilience of water and 
sanitation systems and services, 
enhance community resilience, 
upgrading of slums, relocation of 

Workshop on Cities and 
Climate Change Initiatives  
in Kathmandu  

Participants in a programme.  
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extremely vulnerable settlements 
and infrastructure and insurance 
schemes. 

Mr. Suresh Prasad Acharya Joint-
Secretary of Ministry of Physical 
Planning and Works said Nepal is 
the least urbanized country in Asia 
with higher rate of urbanization, 
unbalanced growth of population 
and large share of population with 
little access to basic social services. 
He said, "The poor economic base, 
mostly service based economy with 
very little manufacturing, poor and 
unmanaged physical infrastructure, 
weak revenue base are the 
characteristics of Nepal‘s 
urbanization." He further added that 
the Nepal Government had 
introduced the National Urban 
Policy 2008 and different projects 
for healthy, secure and 
economically vibrant urban 
environment, and effective urban 
management. 

Mr. Batu Krishna Uprety, Joint 
Secretary at Ministry of 
Environment said the Nepal 
Government had prepared the 
NAPA and had been increasing 
community based adoptions 
through integrated management of 
agriculture, water, forests and 
biodiversity building and adaptive 
capacity of vulnerable communities 

through climate resilient agricultural 
development and community based 
disaster management.  

Mr. Resmi Raj Pandey, Joint 
Secretary at Ministry of Local 
Development, told that the Nepal 
Government has initiated to 
strengthen the local institutions 
through the policy as well as the 
programmes to mitigate the climate 
change impact in the cities. The 
government encouraged bio-
engineering, watershed 
management, forest corridor and 
connectivity maintenance, 
forestation, biogas and improved 
cooking stoves to respond the 
climate change impact in local level. 

Mr. Kalanidhi Devkota, Executive 
Secretary of Municipal Association 
of Nepal explored the linkage 
between municipalities and the 
probable impact of climate change 
in the context of Nepal. While the 
country is drafting new constitution 
where changed institutional setup 
under the new federal structure and 
our endeavor to accommodate 
these two important phenomena 
shows the seriousness of the 
challenges we are exposed to. 
Therefore, local governments 
should be strengthen to take the 
challenges, he concluded. 

Mr. Bhushan Tuladhar, Chief 
Technical Advisor at UN Habitat 
Water for Asian Cities, South Asia 
Region, informed that more than 95 
percent of the global population 

growth will be in urban area and 92 
percent of the these growth will be 
added in the developing countries. 
He further shared that Nepal's 
urbanization rate is 6.4 percent 
which is the highest in Asia region 
and Kathmandu valley occupied 31 
percent of total urban population of 
the country. Mentioning that Nepal 
has been identified as on of the 
most vulnerable countries to the 
impacts of climate change with one 
of the highest rates of urbanization, 
he has stressed on risk of 
unprecedented negative impacts of 
climate change on the quality of life 
and economic and social stability 
due to the rapidly urbanizing in 
Kathmandu.   

He further told that the cities 
occupied 2 percent of the area in 
the globe and responsible for up to 
70 percent of greenhouse gas 
emission (GHGs). It should be 
focused to understand the linkages 
between climate change and urban 
development; and accelerate the 
activities which minimize the 
climate change impacts. 

He informed that the government of 
Nepal in partnership with UN-
HABITAT is conducting study on 
Vulnerability Assessment and 
Adaptation Planning in Kathmandu 
for understanding and addressing 
the linkages between climate 
change and urban development in 
Kathmandu, especially the water 
management aspect in the valley. 

Mr Andre Dzikus, Chief WSSII giving 

presentation. 
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KATHMANDU, 26 August —The 
Government of Nepal, Ministry of 
Local Development in association 
with UN Habitat organized an 
interactive consultation on the Solid 
Waste Act 2011 on 15 July 2011. 
The program is aimed to share and 
disseminate on the provision of the 
Solid Waste Act 2011 to large 
stakeholders. The Solid Waste 
Management Technical Guideline 
for Municipalities of Nepal, 
published by Solid Waste 
Management and Resource 
Mobilization Centre with the support 
of UN Habitat was also made public 
in the program. 

Mr. Sushil Ghimire, Secretary at the 
Ministry of Local Development, said 
government would work seriously to 
implement the Solid Waste Act 
2011. ―Waste management is a 
grave concern, all the stakeholders 
and general public need to 
cooperate and act responsibly to 
manage it,‖ he said.  

Dr. Sumitra Amatya, general 
manager at National Solid Waste 
Technical Support Centre, 
highlighted on the Solid Waste Act 

2011, ―The Solid Waste 
Management Act enables us to 
manage waste better,‖ she said in 
the program. The Legislature 
Parliament approved the Solid 
Waste Management bill on 26 May 
2011. 

She explained that, the Act, which 
recognizes waste management as 
one of the most essential services, 
envisions waste segregation 
system at home, private public 
partnership in waste management 
and treatment of hazardous waste 
at source by the producers 
themselves.  

She said, ―Every household will 
now have to segregate disposable 
and non-disposable waste. If they 
disobey, they will be deprived of 
state services and be punished.‖ 
She added, "The hospitals and 
industries should treat their 
hazardous waste themselves 
before sending the waste to landfill 
sites ".  

The Act seeks waste segregation at 
homes, recognition of waste 
management as one of the most 

urgent state services, public-private 
partnership for waste management, 
treatment of hazardous waste by 
producers themselves and 
environment protection. It has also 
mentioned that people should throw 
waste at designated places at fixed 
time.  

She explained, ―The Act enables 
the government to impose a fine of 
Rs 500 to Rs 100,000 and a jail 
sentence of 15 days to three 
months on those who disrupt waste 
disposal.‖ As per the provisions of 
the Act, anyone found obstructing 
garbage disposal can be jailed for 
up to three months. "The act has 
also managed the provision for the 
reward for innovative initiation on 
solid waste management." She 
added. ―The Act now gives the 
centre authority to look into the 
management of waste in all local 
bodies throughout the country,‖ she 
added. 

She informed that the centre is 
going to launch a campaign for 
stakeholders and people through 
different media, including television 
and newspapers, to raise 
awareness among the public on the 
Act. It is preparing for organizing 

Participants at the workshop. 

 

Photo: UN-Habitat 
Interactive Consultation on 
the Solid Waste Act 2068  
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the interactions with hospitals, 
industries, hotels and other 
stakeholders too.  

She told that the Solid Waste 
Management and Technical 
Support Centre will initiate to draft 
the regulation based on the Act with 
the expert panel soon. 

Mr. Bhushan Tuladhar, Chief 
Technical Advisor at UN Habitat 
Water for Asian Cities, South Asia 
Region, highlighted on the Solid 
Waste Management Technical 
Guideline for Municipalities of 
Nepal. He explained that the 
guideline will support the 
municipalities as well as policy 
makers to establish efficient and 
effective solid waste management. 
It has encouraged for promoting the 
principle of 3 R, Reduce, Reuse 

and Recycling of solid waste. The 
guideline has been formulated 
describing the ten steps of practical 
information for planning and 
implementing integrated solid waste 
management. He explained the ten 
steps of guideline which 
emphasized on planning, 
segregation, reuse, recycling, 
composting of waste, sanitary 
landfill, hazardous waste 
management, private sector 
participation, community 
mobilization, strengthen institutional 
framework and strengthen financial 
management.  

Mahesh Nakarmi, Director of Health 
Care Waste Management 
Programme, said the waste 
produced by hospitals and nursing 
homes are mixed and disposed with 
other waste. ―The unmanaged 

hospital waste is harmful to human 
health as it can spread various 
diseases,‖ he said. ―The practice of 
burning medical waste is also 
affecting the environment with 
emission of carbon particles,‖ he 
added. He explained the medical 
waste management system at Bir 
Hospital in Kathmandu.  

Representing UN-HABITAT one of 
the partners supporting the 
preparation of the act and the 
guidelines, Mr. P. S. Joshi, Habitat 
Programme Manager draw 
attention to the challenges ahead in 
translating the act into real action. 
Highlighting the two parts of the act 
that to address present challenge 
as well as being futuristic, Mr. Joshi 
urged all stakeholders to join hands 
in developing programmes that 
helps to enact the acts and the 

>> Useful links 

2011 High Level Meeting on Prevention and 
Control of Non-communicable Diseases, 
General Assembly, United Nations, New York, 
19-20 September 2011 
http://www.un.org/en/ga/ncdmeeting2011/ 
The four main non-communicable diseases - 
cardiovascular disease, cancer, chronic lung diseases 
and diabetes - kill three in five people worldwide, and 
cause great socioeconomic harm within all countries, 
particularly developing nations. The decision by the 
United Nations General Assembly to convene a High-
Level Meeting on NCDs on 19-20 September 2011 
presents a unique opportunity for the international 
community to take action against the epidemic, save 
millions of lives and enhance development initiatives. 

Security Council Concept Note: Peacekeeping 
– taking stock and preparing for the future 

http://undocs.org/S/2011/496 
The Security Council President for the month of August, 
India, has prepared a concept note for an open debate 
on United Nations peacekeeping operations on 26 
August 2011. 

Food and Ecological Security: Identifying 
synergy and trade-offs (UNEP Policy Series, 
Issue No. 4, June 2011) 
http://www.unep.org/policyseries 
The Policy brief discusses the impacts of accelerated 
food production on ecosystems and ecosystem 
services, the trends in ecosystem services especially 
from cultivated ecosystems, how the twin objectives of 
food and ecological security can be aligned, and the 

related policy implications. 

Global Development Horizons 2011 — 
Multipolarity: The New Global Economy (World 
Bank) 
http://go.worldbank.org/M4ASGW2AU0 
The first edition of a new World Bank flagship report, 
Global Development Horizons 2011, focuses on three 
major international economic trends: the shift in the 
balance of global growth from developed to emerging 
economies, the rise of emerging-market firms as a force 
in global business, and the evolution of the international 
monetary system toward a multicurrency regime. 

Guidelines for Drinking Water Quality (WHO) 
http://www.who.int/water_sanitation_health/
publications/2011/dwq_guidelines/en/index.html 
This fourth edition of the World Health Organization‘s 
Guidelines for Drinking-water Quality builds on over 50 
years of guidance by WHO on drinking-water quality, 
which has formed an authoritative basis for the setting 
of national regulations and standards for water safety in 
support of public health. 

Promoting Gender Equality: An Equity-
Focused Approach To Programming (UNICEF)  
http://www.unicef.org/gender/index_59383.html 
UNICEF has launched a series of operational guidance 
documents designed to help its staff and partners 
promote gender equality through UNICEF-supported 
programming globally. The two-page briefs are 
available on the following topics: Young child survival 
and development, Basic education and gender equality, 
HIV/AIDS and children, Child protection, Policy 
advocacy and partnerships for children's rights, 
Humanitarian action. 

http://www.un.org/en/ga/ncdmeeting2011/
http://undocs.org/S/2011/496
http://www.unep.org/policyseries
http://go.worldbank.org/M4ASGW2AU0
http://www.who.int/water_sanitation_health/publications/2011/dwq_guidelines/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/water_sanitation_health/publications/2011/dwq_guidelines/en/index.html
http://www.unicef.org/gender/index_59383.html
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KATHMANDU, 9 August — On 21 
December 2007, the Supreme 
Court of Nepal rendered a landmark 
decision in ordering the 
Government to amend all 
discriminatory laws against LGBTI 
(Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, 
Transgender and Intersex) and 
formally recognize the LGBTI as 
‗third gender‘ in accordance with 
their sexual and gender identities. 

The objective of this decision was 
to protect the rights of these 
individuals and communities on an 
equal footing with heterosexual 
citizens and most importantly 
extend all available state services 
to LGBTI with specific reference to 
citizenship certificates - a 
prerequisite for accessing many 
other state services and rights! 

UNDP Nepal has been managing 
HIV and AIDS programming at the 
national level by channeling two big 
funds i.e. the global fund round 7 
grant and DFID funding. The LGBTI 
community is supported particularly 
because this sexual minority is 
more vulnerable to sexually 
transmitted infection (STI) and HIV. 

The head of DFID (former) in Nepal 
Sarah Sanyahumbi said, ―DFID‘s 
programme in Nepal is going to 
increase dramatically in the next 4 
years and health is going to remain 
a major priority ensuring that all the 
minority groups have access to 
health facilities. We want to ensure 
that HIV AIDS support is taken on 

board by the Government, we have 
been supporting primarily through 
UNDP so far.  But we see it as a 
key element of the Government‘s 
health provision so we want to 
make sure that the Government 
takes that on in full with donor 
support and UK certainly will 
continue that support.‖ 

UNDP was the first international 
entity to extend support to the Blue 
Diamond Society (BDS) in social 
mobilization, and HIV and STI 
intervention which 
includesprevention, VCT, treatment 
services, peer education, outreach, 
behaviour change communication 
(BCC)and counselling services in 
14 districts of Nepal.  

Efforts are also underway for the 
amendment of discriminatory laws 
and policies and the implementation 
of the 2007 decision of the 
Supreme Court of Nepal. 

UNDP Country Director for Nepal, 
Shoko Noda says, ―Nepal is a 
pioneer in South Asia for making 
this landmark decision however the 
challenge now is to fully implement 
it in action.‖  

Besides, UNDP in Nepal has been 
working closely with the National 
Association of PLHIV Nepal 
(NAP+N)—working for the 
advocacy on rights of People Living 
With HIV, Recovering Nepal (RN)— 
working on HIV advocacy for the 
rights of  IDUs, Nepal HIV AIDS 

Alliance (NEHA)— working for 
advocacy on  mainstreaming HIV/
AIDS in multiple sectors  and Jagriti 
Mahila Samuha (JMS)— working 
for advocacy on the rights of female 
sex workers. 

As a result of all the efforts, the 
Government of Nepal has extended 
some degree of legal protection and 
financial support for LGBTI issues.  
With rising advocacy and 
awareness, recently the Central 
Bureau of Statistics listed ‗third 
gender‘ in its census form, and the 
Election Commission included 
similar wording in the voter 
registration forms. 

There has been an increased social 
acceptance, reduction in 
harassment by the authorities/
police; and legal recognition of their 
identity. The non-governmental and 
private actors, including the 
National Human Rights 
Commission of Nepal and the 
Nepal Investment Bank have 
reoriented institutional policies to 
include, ‗others‘ as a gender.  

Further, LGBTI issues are being 
taught within State universities 
while regular sympathetic media 
and television coverage has served 
to sensitize the public at large. 

Efforts to boost 'Third 
Gender' rights in Nepal 
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KATHMANDU, 11 August — 
Nepal‘s Development partners 
supporting the National HIV 
Response attended a meeting of 
stakeholders organised by the 
Ministry of Health and Population to 
discuss the current status of HIV 
service delivery by civil society in 
light of the transition of donor 
support— from the UN mechanism 
to that of the Government. 

The Nepal‘s Second Health Sector 
Programme (NHSP2) provisional 
five-year allocation for HIV/AIDS is 
$76 million. Donors such as 
AusAID, DFID, Global Alliance 
Vaccine Initiative and the World 
Bank have channelled their funds 
through the pooled funding 
mechanism managed by the 
Government and other 
development partners are also 
providing support outside the 
Government channel. 

Speaking on behalf of development 
partners, Ms. Shoko Noda, Chair of 
the HIV Theme Group and UNDP 

Country Director stressed the 
following points; 

First, development partners remain 
committed to continue 
strengthening the HIV/AIDS 
response in Nepal as part of 
development assistance to NHSP2 
and in order to enhance the 
Government‘s ownership of the 
HIV/AIDS response. 

Second, development partners 
commend the pioneering and 
important role of civil society 
including that of the People Living 
with HIV (PLHIV) in prevention, 
treatment, care and support 
services and most importantly their 
role in monitoring effective service 
delivery. 

Third, development partners 
welcome enhanced coordination 
and communication led by the 
Government with all stakeholders to 
smoothly implement the new 
mechanism to directly contract HIV 
services provided by NGOs. 

Fourth and most importantly, as of 
today, the Government has 
assigned contracts for HIV 
prevention for prisoners with civil 
society. The contracts for migrant 
workers and their families, harm 
reduction for injecting drug users, 
and men having sex with men are 
expected to be signed by the end of 
August, and for people living with 
HIV by mid-September. We 
recognize that the transition to 
government contract management 
should continue uninterrupted to 
avoid gaps in services for some 
targeted interventions. A 
contingency plan must be 
developed now to avoid any lapse 
in critical HIV services. 

Ms. Shoko Noda emphasized that 
development partners are also 
committed to expedite any 
remaining administrative 
procedures in order to minimize 
disruptions in services and believe 
that a detailed roll-out plan could be 
helpful to avoid any lapse in critical 
HIV services. Finally, she reiterated 
the commitment on behalf of the 
development partners to work 
jointly with the Government and the 
Civil Society and to arrive at 
practical and expedient solutions so 
that people most in need continue 
to receive life-saving services. 

Nepal’s development 
partners reaffirm 
commitment for effective 
response to HIV/AIDS 
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KATHMANDU, 31 August —-
Recharge Kathmandu Campaign 
has been launched jointly by UN-
HABITAT and Centre for Integrated 
Urban Development (CIUD) to 
expand groundwater recharge 
zones in Kathmandu Valley and 
encourage rainwater harvesting. 
The campaign was inaugurated by 
Mr. Andre Dzikus, chief of UN-
HABITAT Water and Sanitation 
Division, amid a function in 
Sundhara, lalitpur on 21 July 2011.  

―UN-HABITAT is always ready to 
provide necessary support at 
individual and institutional levels for 
rainwater harvesting and 
establishing recharge zones,‖ said 
Mr. Dzikus during the inaugural 
occasion. ―Rainwater harvesting 
and artificial recharge into shallow 
and deep aquifers offers a 
promising approach for reversing 
the trend of water resource 
exploitation and groundwater 
depletion.‖ 

Mr. Prakash Amatya, Executive 
Director of CIUD, said "Most people 
in Lalitpur rely on shallow 
groundwater and it is depleting at 
an alarming rate due to over 
extraction and reduced recharge,‖ 
he added that now the communities 

actively involved in successfully 
managing rainwater harvesting in 
the area have started constructing 
overhead tanks to collect the water 
and later distribute to households in 
their areas. 

Mr. Dzikus has also observed the 
groundwater recharge systems, 
rainwater collection chambers and 
water distribution systems in 
Imukhel, Gachhen, Kobahal, 
Purnachandi. 

UN Habitat in association with 
Center for Integrated Urban 
Development (CIUD), Lalitpur Sub-
Metropolitan City (LSMC), 
Kathmandu Valley Water Supply 
Management Board (KVWSMB), 
The Bottlers Nepal Limited and  
Bentley University has launched the 
rainwater harvesting programme to 
replenish the underground aquifer 
to support 20 different committees 
in Lalitpur.  

The programme has constructed 16 
recharge wells and 21 rainwater 
collection chambers to recharge the 
community aquifer during rainfall to 
supplement the ground water. It 
served the community to overcome 
from the water crisis with providing 
sufficient water to extract and also 

fulfilled the demand of the 
neighboring community as well. The 
community people shared that they 
have now eight hours water supply 
in a day.  

With the support of the Lalitpur Sub
-Metropolitan City (LSMC) the 
programme has initiated for the 
renovation of the traditional ponds 
in Lalitpur, Nhu Pukhu Saptapatal 
Pukhu and Purnachandi Pukhu 
which contributes for recharging the 
nearby aquifer serving numerous 
stone spouts and traditional wells in 
Lalitpur. LSMC has allocated 
required funds for the improvement 
of these ponds.  

The rainwater promotion 
programme aims to establish 
rainwater harvesting system in 
traditional ponds, community level 
recharge wells and pits to augment 
the ground water table and make 
aware public on groundwater 
recharge mechanism. It 
encouraged recharging ground 
water with collection of the surface 
water including available roof water 
as well during the rainy season. It 
initiated to aware the community 
people collect water to the extent 
possible at household/community 
level based on their affordability 
and rest of the quantities should be 
recharged in the ground. 

Recharge Kathmandu 
Campaign Launched 

Mr Andre Dzikus, Chief, WSSII, UN-Habitat 

Nairobi inaugurating the project. 

 

Photo: UN-HABITAT 
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08

This year‘s International Literacy Day, celebrated world-
wide on 8 September, will focus on the link between 
literacy and peace. During a ceremony in New Delhi, 
India, UNESCO will award the international Confucius 
and King Sejong literacy prizes to projects in Burundi, 
Mexico, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, and the 
United States of America. 
URL: http://www.unesco.org/new/en/education/themes/
education-building-blocks/literacy/ 

10
 

Event Description: World Suicide Prevention Day on 10 
September promotes worldwide commitment and action 
to prevent suicides. On average, almost 3000 people 
commit suicide daily. For every person who completes 
a suicide, 20 or more may attempt to end their lives. 
URL: http://www.who.int/mediacentre/events/annual/

world_suicide_prevention_day/en/index.html  

15
 

Event Description: The UN General Assembly, in 
resolution A/62/7 (2007) encouraged Governments to 
strengthen national programmes devoted to the 
promotion and consolidation of democracy, and also 
decided that 15 September of each year should be 
observed as the International Day of Democracy. 

16

 

Event Description: The United Nations' (UN) 
International Day for the Preservation of the Ozone 
Layer is celebrated on September 16 every year. This 
event commemorates the date of the signing of the 
Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the 
Ozone Layer in 1987. 

16

 

Event Description: In 1994, the UN General Assembly 
proclaimed 16 September the International Day for the 
Preservation of the Ozone Layer, commemorating the 
date of the signing, in 1987, of the Montreal Protocol on 

Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer (resolution 
49/114). 

21
 

Event Description: Each year, the Secretary-General, 
his Messengers of Peace, the entire UN system and 
many individuals, groups and organizations around the 
world use the Day of Peace to engage in activities that 
contribute to ceasefires, end conflict, bridge cultural 
divides and create tolerance.  
URL: http://www.un.org/en/events/peaceday/ 

27

28
World Rabies Day highlights the impact of human and 
animal rabies and promotes how to prevent and stop 
the disease by combating it in animals. Sponsors - the 
Alliance for Rabies Control and the United States 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention - report that 
55 000 people die every year from rabies, an average 
of one death every 10 minutes. 
URL: http://www.who.int/mediacentre/events/annual/
world_rabies_day/en/index.html  

28
Event Description: Every year the International Maritime 
Organization (IMO) celebrates World Maritime Day. The 
exact date is left to individual governments but is 
usually celebrated during the last week in September. 
The day is used to focus attention on the importance of 
shipping safety, maritime security and the marine 
environment and to emphasize a particular aspect of 
IMO's work.  
URL: http://www.imo.org/About/Events/
WorldMaritimeDay/Pages/2010.aspx 

28
Event Description: In partnership with WHO, the World 
Heart Federation organizes awareness events in more 
than 100 countries - including health checks, organized 
walks, runs and fitness sessions, public talks, stage 
shows, scientific forums, exhibitions, concerts, carnivals 
and sports tournaments. Activities: Cardiovascular 
diseases are the world‘s largest killers, claiming 17.1 
million lives a year. Risk factors for heart disease and 
stroke include raised blood pressure, cholesterol and 
glucose levels, smoking, inadequate intake of fruit and 
vegetables, overweight, obesity and physical inactivity. 
URL: http://www.who.int/mediacentre/events/annual/
world_heart_day/en/index.html 
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