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UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon 
reaffirms support to Lumbini 

 
ISTANBUL, 8 May—Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon has 
reaffirmed his support for efforts – in close cooperation with 
UNESCO - to better preserve Lumbini, the historic birthplace of 
Lord Buddha. (Read more in page 2) 

Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon (right) meets with 

Jhala Nath Khanal, Prime Minister of the Federal 

Democratic Republic of Nepal, during the Fourth UN 

Conference on the Least Developed Countries (LDC-IV) 

in Istanbul, Turkey. Photo: UN 
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The Secretary-General addressed 
the importance of Lumbini at a 
meeting with Nepal‘s Prime Minister 
Khanal, ahead of the opening of the 
Fourth UN Conference on the Least 
Developed Countries (LDCs). 

The summit of leaders from 48 
States was held in Istanbul, Turkey, 

on 8 May 2011.  

Lumbini is a sacred place of 
pilgrimage for Buddhists from 
across the world.  

The historic site, located in the 
Rupandehi district of Nepal, some 
300km southwest of the capital 

Kathmandu, was 
inscribed onto the 
World Heritage List 
in 1997.  

The holy area 
contains the ruins 
of ancient 
monasteries, a 
sacred Bodhi tree, 
an ancient bathing 
pond, the Ashoka 
Pillar and the Maya 
Devi Temple. The 
Nativity Sculpture 
and the Marker 
Stone indicate the 
birth place of Lord 
Buddha. 

The project: ―Strengthening the 
Conservation and Management of 
Lumbini; the Birthplace of Lord 
Buddha, World Heritage Property‖, 
is funded by the Government of 
Japan, within the framework of the 
Japanese Funds-in-Trust, for the 
preservation of the world‘s cultural 
heritage. 

The project is being implemented 
by the UNESCO Kathmandu Office, 
in cooperation with the Department 
of Archaeology of Nepal‘s Ministry 
of Federal Affairs, Constituent 
Assembly, Parliament Affairs and 
Culture, and the Lumbini 
Development Trust. 

Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon at the opening of the Civil Society Forum at the Fourth UN 

Conference on the Least Developed Countries (LDC-IV).  

 

Also at the table are (from left to right): Antoneita Gomes, Former Foreign Minister of 

Guinea-Bissau; Joseph Diess, President of the General Assembly; Dr. Arjun Karki, 

International Coordinator of LDC Watch and Chair of the LDC-IV Civil Society Forum; 

Ahmet Davutoğlu, Foreign Minister of Turkey; and Jhala Nath Khanal, Prime Minister of 

Nepal. 
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KATHMANDU, 3 June — UNDP 
and AusAID have signed a 1.5 
million AUD cost sharing agreement 
to further support the Micro-
enterprise Development 
Programme (MEDEP). The 
additional fund received will be 
spent on improving the policy 
environment at the macro level, 
strengthening the capacity of the 
local bodies, non-government and 
private sector organisations. 

At least 1500 new entrepreneurs 
will be created and 2500 existing 

entrepreneurs belonging to a low 
income group will be provided with 
skill development trainings and 
various kinds of technical support 
for expanding their enterprises and 
linking their products to the market. 

MEDEP has succeeded in creating 
more than 50,000 micro-
entrepreneurs (68% women, 25% 
Dalits/marginalized and 69% 
youths). 

The November 2010 impact study 
conducted on MEDEP‘s 

contribution to the achievement of 
the Millennium Development Goals 
reflected that nearly 3/4th of the 
programme households have 
moved out of poverty (73.1%). A 
flagship enterprise promotion 
programme of the Government of 
Nepal (GON), MEDEP was initiated 
in 1998, targeting the poor and 
excluded groups. During its course 
of implementation, other bilateral 
donors such as AusAID, DFID, 
NZAID and CIDA have funded the 
programme. 

UNDP, AusAID sign cost sharing 
agreement to boost micro-enterprise 
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KATHMANDU, 6 May—A programme was organized 

by UNIC sensitize the Fourth UN Conference on the 

Least Developed Countries (Istanbul, 9-13 May) in 

Kathmandu. The aim of the programme was to 

generate Nepal‘s position on LDCs issues as Nepal is 

the current Chair of LDCs. The opening session of the 

event was addressed by the Vice President of Nepal 

Rt. Honourable Excellency Parmanand Jha.  

In his remarks, the Vice President said, ―We need to 

work in a coordinated manner with clear understanding 

of our collective priorities, needs and interests. The 

unity and solidarity of the LDCs is all the more 

important. Nepal in its capacity as the chair is ready to 

work proactively in all meetings and conferences to 

advance our agenda, project our common positions, 

and push for the early implementation of the 

commitments made so far.‖ 

UNIC hold programme in wake of Istanbul 
Conference on LDCs 

 

“ 
We need to work in a coordinated manner with clear 
understanding of our collective priorities, needs and interests. 
The unity and solidarity of the LDCs is all the more important. 

Nepal in its capacity as the chair is ready to work proactively in all 
meetings and conferences to advance our agenda, project our 
common positions, and push for the early implementation of the 
commitments made so far.‖ 

The Vice President of Nepal Rt. Honourable Excellency 

Parmanand Jha addressing the opening session of the 

LDCs event. Photo: UNIC 
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 Also addressing the opening 

session UNDP Country Director to 

Nepal Ms. Shoko Noda said, 

―Unless the Government, civil 

society and private sector come 

together to do adequate homework, 

real progress cannot be made. It is 

not sufficient that we just reaffirm 

the global 

commitment to 

address the special 

needs of the LDCs 

made at the major UN 

conferences and 

summits and become 

signatory.‖  

Former Finance 

Minister of Nepal Mr. 

Madhukar SJB Rana 

stressed that LDCs 

have to commit to 

graduate from a LDC. 

― Graduation requires 

that the National 

Planning Commission incorporate 

the Programme of Action as an 

integral part of the country strategy 

to combine multilateral diplomacy 

and economic diplomacy holistically 

and the private sector must be 

given a lead role in economic 

diplomacy‖ he said. 

 

 Also speaking was former 

Permanent Representative of Nepal 

to UN and former Nepalese 

Ambassador to Switzerland Dr. 

Shambhu Ram Simkhada. About 60 

prominent personalities from Nepal 

including Nepalese diplomats, 

academicians and youths 

participated in the programme. After 

the inaugural ceremony, a working 

paper was presented by Dr. Posh 

Raj Pandey, Executive Director of 

South Asia Watch on Trade, 

Economics and Environment 

(SAWTEE) which was commented 

upon was Professor Dr. Mohan 

Lohani, Former Nepalese 

Ambassador followed by panel 

discussion. 

UNDP Country Director Shoko Noda 

addressing the inaugural session of the 

LDCs programme. 
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Panel discussion in Kathmandu on the eve of fourth LDCs 

conference in Istanbul. 

  

Photo: UNIC 
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KATHMANDU, 5 May —This week 
marks Global Action Week (2-8 
May 2011), an annual event 
observed worldwide to highlight the 
importance of Education for All. 
This year‘s theme is ―Fight poverty, 
invest in girls‖, to draw attention to 
gender discrimination that remains 
so pervasive in education.  The 
UNESCO Office in Kathmandu 
organizes on the occasion of the 
week a variety of events. 

The investment in girls‘ and 
women‘s education offers high 
returns, including accelerated social 
and economic progress, and the 
unique power to break the cycle of 
poverty. 

However, Inequality in education 
cripples the lives of millions of girls 
and women around the world. While 
the rights of women have made 
significant progress, women are still 
not treated equally in many 
countries. According to UNFPA 
statistics, women perform 66 per 
cent of the world‘s work; help to 
produce 50 per cent of global food 
output; but earn less than 10 per 
cent of the global income and own 
just one per cent of the global 
property stock.  

Although the gender gap in 

education has narrowed over the 
past decade, girls are still at a 
disadvantage, particularly in their 
access to upper secondary 
education. Women in South Asia, 
for example have only half as many 
years of education as their male 
counterparts, and female enrolment 
rates at the upper secondary level 
are two-thirds of those of males. 
Data of the Department of 
Education show that participation of 
both boys and girls in upper 
secondary education in Nepal is 
strikingly low i. e. only 26 per cent 
in 2010-11.  

Moreover the latest UNESCO 
statistics show that in South and 
West Asia, on average, only one in 
two women could read and write. In 
stark contrast, approximately seven 
out of ten men can do so. Nepal 
had an adult literacy rate of only 58 
per cent in 2008, with male at 71 
per cent and female at only 45 per 
cent.   An astounding 7.6 million 
adults, 67 per cent being women 
(5.1 million), are still deprived of 
literacy opportunity in Nepal.   

These issues go to the heart of 
UNESCO‘s mission; promoting a 
quality education for all, including 
women and girls. Education is 
critical to laying the foundations for 

gender equality and the 
empowerment of women.  

In view of achieving the goals of 
EFA by 2015, the UNESCO Office 
in Kathmandu in support of the 
Aasaman Nepal in Janakpur, 
Dhanusa and the Namuna 
Integrated Development Council in 
Bhiarahawa, Rupandehi, is 
observing the Global Action Week 
with a variety of activities.  They 
include lesson plan competitions 
among literacy facilitators, 
interaction with district level 
stakeholders, including field 
supervisors of literacy classes, 
storytelling by literacy graduate 
women and girls, and street drama 
demonstrations by participants of 
literacy classes in local language 
(Maithili and Awadhi) in different 
locations of Dhanusha and 
Rupandehi districts.   

Furthermore, in collaboration with 
the Department of Education, 
messages on the themes "Let‘s 
create an environment of gender 
equality in the school; Let‘s ensure 
quality education for all‖ are 
broadcasted through 12 FM radios 
in eight local languages throughout 
the week. The main purpose of 
broadcasting is to raise social 
awareness, foster community 
development and women 
empowerment, promote quality 
education for children and reach out 
to marginalized groups and 
communities. 

Girls from literacy class in a Community 

Learning Centre 

 

Photo: UNESCO 

“Fight poverty, invest in 
girls” - Global Action Week 
for Education for All focuses 
on gender discrimination 
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KATHMANDU, 5 May—UNIC 
launched the annual ESCAP Report 
2011 amidst the presence of media 
persons. Dr. Posh Raj Pandey, 
Executive Director of South Asia 
Watch on Trade, Economics and 
Environment (SAWTEE) presented 
the main highlight of the Report 
while the Governor of Nepal Rastra 
Bank Dr. Yubaraj Khatiwada 
formally launched the Reprot. UN 
Resident Coordinator Mr. Robert 
Piper also spoke on the occasion. 

The ESCAP Reprot mentions that 
Asia-Pacific developing countries 
will continue driving the global 
economy in 2011, however high 
food and fuel prices, and volatile 
capital inflows pose fresh 
challenges, the United Nations said 
in its annual regional social and 
economic report released today.  

Strong growth is projected at 7.3 
per cent against last year‘s 8.8 per 
cent pulling developing countries 
out of the ―Great Recession‖ of 
2008/09. Still, the 2011 regional 
growth outlook is subject to 
downside risks, notably from the 
return of high food and fuel prices, 
sluggish recovery in rich nations, a 
deluge of volatile capital inflows and 
the after-effects of natural disasters, 
although the regional economic 

impact of Japan‘s recent 
earthquake and tsunami will be less 
severe than might have been 
initially expected, notes the UN 
Economic and Social Commission 
for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) 
flagship publication, the Economic 
and Social Survey of Asia and the 
Pacific 2011.  

―The Asia-Pacific region emerged 
from the global financial crisis as a 
growth driver and anchor of stability 
of the global economy,‖ said UN 
Under-Secretary-General and 
Executive Secretary of ESCAP Dr. 
Noeleen Heyzer.  

―It now has the historic opportunity 
to rebalance its economic structure 
in favour of itself to sustain its 
dynamism with strengthened 
connectivity and balanced regional 
development and make the twenty-
first century a truly Asia-Pacific 
century,‖ she added. 

Along with moderate slowdown in 
growth in 2011, most economies 
are likely to see an increase in 
inflation from rising food and oil 
prices. ―The key immediate 
challenge is to address rising food 
prices that are threatening to 
seriously undermine the process of 
poverty reduction,‖ said Dr. Heyzer.  

ESCAP estimates show that rising 
food and oil prices could lead to 42 
million additional people in poverty, 
joining the 19 million already 
affected in 2010. In a worst-case 
scenario with food price inflation 
doubling in 2011 and average oil 
prices at US$130 per barrel, the 
achievement of the Millennium 
Development Goal (MDG) for 
poverty could be postponed by up 
to half a decade in some 
developing countries in the region. 

ESCAP estimates that persistent 
high oil prices may lead to 
economies experiencing a negative 
impact on GDP growth in 2011 of 
up to 1 per cent. The impact of oil 
prices on growth in Asia-Pacific is 
significant due to high energy 
intensity of production in the region. 

The report urges the G20 group of 
nations, as a major forum for global 
policy coordination on economic 
issues, to act decisively to 
moderate the volatility of oil and 
food prices. This could include G20 
regulating commodity markets to 
reduce speculation, as well as 
discipline the conversion of food 
into biofuels.  

UNIC launches ESCAP 
Report 2011 

Governor of Nepal Rastra Bank Dr. Yubaraj 

Khatiwada launching the ESCAP Report. 

Also seen are UN Resident Coordinator Mr. 

Robert Piper and Executive Director of 

South Asia Watch on Trade, Economics and 

Environment Dr. Posh Raj Pandey.  

 

Photo: UNIC 
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KATHMANDU, 6 May — The 
Sector Efficiency Improvement Unit 
under Ministry of Physical Planning 
and Works (SEIU/MPPW) 
organized a two-day Joint Sector 
Review (JSR) workshop from 5-6 
May, 2011 in Lalitpur. The 
workshop aims at reviewing the 
existing condition of water, 
sanitation and hygiene (WASH) 
sector across the country, and 
finding an appropriate way forward 
for increasing sector coordination to 
achieve remarkable sector 
improvement. 

The Honorable Minister for Physical 
Planning and Works Mr. Top 
Bahadur Rayamajhi, addressing the 
inaugural of the workshop, stressed 
on implementing urban focused 
water, sanitation and hygiene 
activities. He opined that those 
urban oriented activities should be 
replicated later in national level to 
achieve remarkable improvement in 
the sector. He also believed that the 
coordination and cooperation 
among stakeholders helps in 
bringing uniformity from planning to 
its implementation, monitoring and 
evaluation in WASH sector. 

Speaking about WASH service 
delivery in rural areas, minister 
Rayamajhi stressed on the 
replication and expansion of 
successful urban WASH practices 
in new areas across the country. 

Purna Kadariya, secretary of 
MPPW told that different ministries, 
donor agencies, civil society 
organizations and other 
stakeholders involved in WASH 
sector should coordinate and 
cooperate to achieve Millennium 
Development Goals on water and 
sanitation by 2015, and National 
Goal of universal access of water 
and sanitation by 2017 AD. 
Therefore, he urged all WASH 
stakeholders to move forward 
undertaking a common action plan, 
and suggested for exchanging the 
sector information along with their 
experiences and learnings to make 
the notable improvement in this 
sector. 

The workshop had been 
concentrated on different thematic 
areas of WASH sector of Nepal, 
which finally concluded with a 7-
point resolution. The resolution has 
recommended for benchmarking 
the performance of local 
governments, and further 
enhancing their capacities. It has 
also suggested for establishing a 
national level coordination 
committee executed by a 
management team, and activating 
the District Water Supply and 
Sanitation Coordination Committee 
(DWSSCC) as a secretariat to 
increase sector coordination. It has 
highlighted on the formulation of 
operational guidelines with distinct 

roles and responsibilities of 
district level institution - 
DWSSCC for effective co-
ordination and information 
sharing. 

The resolution has also 
stressed on reviewing current 
sector investment priorities, 

and incorporating neglected and 
peripheral issues in addition to 
increasing financing in new and 
needy areas. The equal priority has 
also been given on developing 
mandatory provision to share plans 
and progresses achieved in the 
sector. 

Based on the resolution, 
establishment of an independent 
regulatory body and a post 
construction support mechanism is 
essential to ensure the functionality 
and sustainability in WASH sector. 

The resolution has also prioritized 
on the Sanitation and Hygiene 
Master Plan – 2010, and suggested 
for implementing it at district level, 
developing sanitation and hygiene 
promotion guidelines, and forming 
national technical advisory 
committee. The resolutions states 
that water safety plans and a water 
quality database mechanism are 
essential to increase accessibility of 
safe drinking water in the country. 

To address cross-cutting issues, it 
recommends for forming Gender 
Equity and Social Inclusion (GESI) 
task force, and mobilizing it actively 
under defined action plan and 
guidelines. In response to WASH 
emergencies, it focuses on 
coordination between the existing 
emergency responding agencies 
and the concerned government 
bodies, and increasing 
accountability and responsibility on 
these issues. The recommendation 
has also been made for using the 
available database of National 
Management Information Program 
(NMIP) for the monitoring and 
evaluation of the sector. 

UN Habitat's active 
involvement in Joint Sector 
Review process 

 Joint Sector Review workshop  

on progress.. 

 

Photo: UN-HABITAT 
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KATHMANDU, 11 May — A Global 
plan for launch of the UN Decade of 
Action for Road Safety 2011-2020 
began on 11 May 2011. The Plan 
for Action are on: Building road 
safety management capacity; 
upgrading the safety of road 
infrastructure; further developing 
the safety of vehicles; enhancing 
the behavior of road users; and 
improving emerge. Globally in Road 
Traffic accidents about 1.3 Million 
people die every year, 3000 death 
each day. Twenty to fifty million 
more people sustain non fatal 
injuries, among them some are 
disabled permanently. Ninety 
percent of road traffic deaths occur 
in low and middle income countries. 
Road traffic injuries are among the 
three leading causes of death for 
the people between 5 and 44 years 
of age. Unless immediate and 
effective action if not taken, road 
traffic injuries are predicted to 
become the 5th leading cause of 
death in the world in 2030, resulting 
in an estimated 2.4 million deaths 
each year. A vast majority of these 
accidents occur in developing 
countries. Road traffic accident 

resulting economic losses to 
victims, their families and nations 
as a whole. 
  
UN Secretary-General Mr Ban Ki-
moon  has called on Member 
States, International agencies, civil 
society organizations, businesses 
and community leaders to ensure 
that the decade leads to real 
improvements for that release their 
national plans for the Decade. The 
UN General Assembly Resolution 
proclaimed a decade of Action for 
Road Safety 2011-2020 (A/
ReS/64/255) and WHO should play 
a key role and over all coordination 
as multisectoral approach. A Global 
Plan for the Decade of Action for 
Road Safety 2011-2020 has been 
drawn to guide efforts at national 
and local levels. Ministry of Health 
and Population (MOHP) has 
organized  lunching with support of  
WHO of the UN Decade of Action 
for Road Safety 2011-2020 on 11 
May 2011 together with relevant 
Sectoral Ministries, External 
Development Partners, different 
Organizations, Councils, Institutions 
and Media. The Chairperson was 

Hon‘ble Mr Shakti Bahadur Basnet, 
Minister   for MOHP, Special Guest, 
Hon‘ble  Ms Dharma  Shila 
Chapagain, State Minister for 
MOHP, Officiating Secretary and 
Policy Planning and International 
Cooperation Division(PPICD), 
MOHP and, Director General, 
Department of Health Services 
(DHS). 
    
Before the programme all 
participants used the symbol of the 
Decade- the yellow road safety tag. 
The programme started with 
welcome address by Dr Bal Krishna 
Suvedi, officiating Secretary, Chief, 
PPICD, MOHP and highlighted on 
the importance of the day for 
lunching of UN Decade of Action for 
Road Safety 2011-2020 because 
Nepal is also facing problems by 
road traffic injuries due to its 
increased road network and 
motorization in rural and urban 
areas during the last decade. 
Victims are usually pedestrians, 
cyclists, motorcyclists, and users of 
public and private transports. With 
limited safety designs of the road, 
vehicles with inadequate 
awareness of safety rules are the 
main contributing factors to road 
traffic injuries. Such tragedies have 
occurred more often among the 
economically active age groups. 

Launch of the UN Decade of 
Action for Road Safety 
2011-2020 

Launching programme on progress. 

 

Photo: WHO 
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KATHMANDU, May— "Imagine we 
are in a boxing ring, fighting a very 
powerful opponent, child poverty, it 
makes so much more sense to 
have another boxer in the ring 
punching at the same enemy," said 
Will Parks, UNICEF Representative 
a.i. during the Joint Programme 
Sharing Meeting of UNICEF and 
Save the Children. "Together, 
UNICEF and Save are working to 
support the government's 

programme to help lift the estimated 
6 million children out of poverty." 

The Meeting was held in May 2011 
in Kathmandu to assess the 
progress of the joint programmes 
by the two organisations. 
Representatives from the National 
Planning Commission (NPC), the 
Ministry of Women, Children and 
Social Welfare (MoWCSW) as well 
as the Departmet of Education 
attended the review Meeting. 

Will Parks and Udaya Manandhar, 
Assistant Country Director of Save, 
briefed the participants about the 
progress made at the local and 
national levels in 2010 and the 
plans for 2011. 

UNICEF and Save the Children 
have joint programmes on 
education; child protection; health 
(newborn, child, maternal) and 
nutrition; policy, advocacy and 
governance; and HIV & AIDS 
ranging from field-level 
interventions to national-level 

advocacy. 

The representatives from the 
MoWCSW, while calling the 
partnership an impressive one, 
urged the two organisations to 
focus on the neediest of children, 
including children living on the 
streets. Similarly the 
representatives from NPC 
expressed hope that the joint 
collaboration between UNICEF and 
Save the Children will "feel the 
pressure" to work on the protection 
and welfare of more than 4 million 
children in the country who live 
below the poverty line. 

"The partnership between UNICEF 
and Save the Children breaks the 
traditional "silo" working modality of 
development partners," said Brian 
Hunter, Country Director, Save the 
Children. "Working together we 
hope to set an example of 
increasing efficiency, impact, 
transparency, and increasing 
dialogue with civil society while 
supporting the government's goals." 

UNICEF and Save the 
Children - Working together 
against child poverty 

Mr. Will Parks, UNICEF Representative a.i. 

during the Joint Programme Sharing Meeting 

of UNICEF and Save the Children 

Photo: UNICEF 

   
After that over all presentation on 
Road Safety and Decade Action by 
Dr Ashok Bajracharya, Chief 
Consultant Orthopedic Surgeon, 
MOHP, highlighted national Road 
safety problems and Global Plan for 
the Decade of Action for Road 
Safety 2011-2020 mentioned in 
Pillar 1: Road Safety Management, 
focuses to strengthen institutional 
capacity to further national road 
safety efforts; Pillar 2: Safer roads 
and mobility highlights the need to 
improve the safety of road 
networks; Pillar 3: Safer vehicles 
addresses needs for the 
improvement of vehicle safety; 
Pillar 4: Safer road users focuses 
developing comprehensive 

programmes to improve road user 
behavior and; Pillar 5: Post-crash 
response promotes the 
improvement of health and other 
systems to provide appropriate 
emergency treatment and longer-
term rehabilitation for crash victims. 
Dr Lin Aung, WHO Representative  
to Nepal, quoted Dr Samlee 
Plianbangchang, Regional Director, 
SEAR message to urge all 
governments in the Region, 
stakeholders and partners to 
strengthen appropriate road safety 
programmes that target the major 
risks of Road Traffic Injury. WHO 
stands ready to provide the 
necessary technical support to 
national government and continue 
to work in collaboration with them 

and other partners. Dr Lin added in 
his remark regarding WHO 
contributions to the UN Decade of 
Action for Road Safety 2011-2020: 
Coordinating global efforts; 
monitoring progress through global 
status reports; supporting road 
safety programmes in countries; 
helping to improve emergency 
services; building capacities; 
supporting non- governmental 
organizations and; WHO Global 
and Regional focal points for the 
Decade. Dr Lin highlighted that to 
review of the draft National 
strategies and Plan of Action needs 
for road map for Decade of Action 
for Road Safety 2011-2020 and 
assured for further WHO support. 
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KATHMANDU, 16 June—The 
Nepal Working Group on Small 
Arms and other portable lethal 
Weapons (SAplW), an open-ended 
network of 40 organizations, held a 
workshop on gun violence in Nepal 
on 16 June 2011. 

Under the slogan ―Stop Violence 
through Weapons‖, 50 political 
leaders, Constitutional Assembly 
(CA) members, government officials 
and media representatives 
assessed the incidence and effects 
of gun violence in Nepal. The event 
was held on the occasion of the 
2011 IANSA Global Week of Action 
Against Gun Violence, and the 
opening remarks were delivered by 
Mr. Taijiro Kimura, Director of 
UNRCPD as well as Mr Surya 
Prasad Silwarl, Acting Secretary, 
Ministry of Peace and 
Reconstruction Nepal.  

The half-day event focused on an 
increased armed violence situation 
in Nepal. From November 2009 to 
May 2011, almost 1000 causalities 
related to small arms and other 

portable lethal Weapons have been 
reported by the Informal Sector 
Service Center (Insec). Out of 
these, 250 victims died. The 
experience of two recent victims of 
gun violence shared by their 
relatives helped participants to 
better understand how real the 
negative impact on illicit small arms 
and other portable lethal weapons 
has become. Participants were then 
briefed on relevant national and 
international instruments dealing 
with the illicit trade in small arms 
and light weapons, in particular the 
UN SALW Programme of Action 
and its reporting system, the 
Firearms Protocol, the Marking and 
Tracing Instrument, as well as on a 
possible future Arms Trade Treaty. 

The outcome of the workshop 
supported the importance of 
acknowledging and addressing the 
increasing incidence of gun 
violence in Nepal. Main problems 
and drivers of violence identified 
include the easy availability of arms 
mainly caused by illicit trade, a 
legacy of a culture of violence as a 

consequence of the ten-year 
conflict, and high youth 
unemployment. The constructive 
working atmosphere and the vivid 
interaction among participants from 
different backgrounds, including CA 
members, reflected the perceived 
importance of the issue of gun 
violence in Nepal. Subsequent 
international coverage of the event– 
in Chinese, Indian, and Gulf media 
– indicated that the importance of 
this issue is not only national, but 
also regional.  

The workshop was accompanied by 
two radio programmes on the same 
topic produced by Radio Chautari 
and Insec. Additionally, 10 000 
stickers with the slogan ―Hatiyar 
Bata Hune Hinsa Bandha Gar‖ or 
―Stop Violence through Weapons‖ 
were produced, and are currently 
being distributed through the 
channels of the Working Group. 

The Nepal Working Group on Small 
Arms and other portable lethal 
Weapons (SAplW), established in 
2010, is a Nepali network of 
representatives from offices of the 
Government of Nepal, Civil Society 
Organizations (CSO) and the 
United Nations (UN) including 
women organizations working on 
the issue of small arms and other 
portable lethal weapons in Nepal. 
Its goal is to prevent and reduce the 
negative humanitarian and 
socioeconomic impact caused by 
small arms and other portable lethal 
weapons in Nepal. 

Nepal Working Group on 
Small Arms and other 
portable lethal weapons 

 

Nepal Working Group on Small Arms 

and other portable lethal Weapons  

Workshop on Gun Violence 

IANSA Global Week of Action – Nepal Event 

Kathmandu, Nepal, 16 June 2011 
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TERAI, 31 May—The ―Arsenic 
Mitigation Programme" promoted 
different arsenic mitigation options 
as the alternatives to arsenic 
contaminated water in nine arsenic 
affected Terai Districts of Nepal. 
Benefitting over 44,706 people it 
has also decreased the vulnerability 
of people exposed to arsenic 
poisoning in these areas. The 
programme was carried out by 
Department of Water Supply and 
Sewerage (DWSS),  UNICEF and 
UN-HABITAT, while the Nepal Red 
Cross Society (NRCS) facilitated for 
implementing it at local level.  

In Nepal, the first case of arsenic 
contamination was reported in 1999 
by DWSS during the arsenic testing 
conducted with support of WHO in 
the groundwater of of Terai. Later, 
UN-HABITAT and with UNICEF 
supported DWSS in carrying out 
blanket arsenic testing in 
groundwater sources of 7 other 
arsenic affected districts including 
Jhapa, Morang, Mahottari, Banke, 
Bardiya, Dang and Chitwan. 

The arsenic testing reported over 1 
million people living in 20 Terai 
Districts of Nepal to be vulnerable 

to arsenic poisoning. They were 
compelled to drinking water with an 
arsenic concentration higher than 
the WHO guideline of 10 ppb. It 
also estimated that nearly 300,000 
people were consuming water with 
concentration higher than the 
guideline value provided by 
Government of Nepal i.e 50ppb. 

In response to the result of these 
testing's, the arsenic mitigation 
programme was launched in 
Bardiya, Banke, Parsa, Bara, 
Rautahat, Sarlahi, Saptari, Siraha, 
Sunsari- the nine highly arsenic 
affected districts in terai of Nepal- to 
increase accessibility of local 
people to arsenic free safe drinking 
water. 

The programme has oriented 
thousands of people on arsenic 
contamination. They have also 
been sensitized on the arsenic 
poisoning and its mitigation options. 
It has conducted focus group 
discussions at community level, 
made household visits and 
organized street drama shows to 
further augment their knowledge on 
these issues, which aided to create 
demand for arsenic mitigation 

options in these districts. 

Addressing the developing demand, 
the programme has distributed 
around 6000 units of Kanchan 
Arsenic Filter (KAF) to help people 
treat arsenic contaminated water at 
household level. Additionally, it has 
installed 175 new tube wells at the 
places with arsenic free aquifer and 
improved more than 30 existing dug 
wells in these districts. The 
programme has also established a 
demonstration site of Rain Water 
Harvesting (RWH) System to 
introduce rainwater as an arsenic 
free natural source of water and 
encourage people for adopting this 
technology. 

In addition to equipping the local 
people with safe options to arsenic 
poisoning, it has trained them on 
arsenic blanket testing and safe 
drinking water options. It has 
generated human resources at local 
level and empowered local 
authorities to cope existing arsenic 
problem independently. Resource 
persons like teachers, 
entrepreneurs, health workers, 
community motivators, local 
leaders, technicians, and journalist 
have also been trained and oriented 
for continuous dissemination of the 
arsenic issues in their locality. 

As a result of the project activities, 
people now have access to safe 
drinking water.  

UN HABITAT & UNICEF 
support promotion of 
arsenic mitigation options in 
terai districts 

Bar Tub in terai.  

 

Photo: UN-HABITAT 
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Kathmandu, 23 June – The 
National Human Rights 
Commission (NHRC) and the 
United Nations Human Rights 
Office in Nepal (OHCHR-Nepal) 
today released a Legal Opinion 
paper entitled ―Remedies and 
Rights Revoked: Case Withdrawals 
for Serious Crimes in Nepal‖.    

 Drawing on Nepal‘s binding 
national and international legal 
obligations, the joint paper outlines 
the Government‘s responsibility to 
investigate and prosecute human 
rights violations that constitute 
serious crimes under national and 
international law as well as to 
provide effective remedies for those 
found to have suffered abuse. 
However, instead many of these 
cases have been withdrawn by the 

Government on the basis of political 
decisions and calculations.  

 ―The withdrawal of cases involving 
serious violations of human rights 
or humanitarian law not only 
violates the Government‘s legal 
commitments, to ensure criminal 
accountability, but also undermines 
its repeated political promises to 
hold those responsible for major 
crimes to account and put an end to 
impunity for past and ongoing 
violations,‖ said Jyoti Sanghera, 
Head of OHCHR-Nepal. ―In this 
regard, our office notes as a 
positive development Prime 
Minister Jhala Nath Khanal's 
statement highlighted in the media 
today that the government cannot 
withdraw these cases without 
following a due process‖.  

 The joint paper assesses recent 
legal-reform initiatives and offers 
recommendations to ensure the 
compliance of current and future 
legislative and constitutional 
proposals with Nepal‘s international 
legal obligations. In finalising its 
new Constitution – as well as the 
draft bills on the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission and the 
Criminal Procedure Code – Nepal 
has the opportunity to bring the 
national legal framework into line 
with international standards and 
best practices.   

‖These withdrawals have served to 
shield politically connected 
individuals from criminal 
accountability in relation to 
hundreds of serious crimes‖, stated 
Gauri Pradhan, Commissioner and 
Spokesperson of NHRC. ―The 
investigation and prosecution of 
these cases are essential to 
building a justice system based on 
accountability and the rule of law, 
critical foundations for a lasting 
peace in the country, and to help 
ensure that similar abuses do not 
happen again.‖  

Remedies and rights 
revoked: impunity through 
case withdrawals  

Campaign launched to protect 
illiterate women from HIV/AIDS 
 
A pioneering project to educate illiterate women about 

HIV/AIDS and reduce their vulnerability to the epidemic 

has been launched in mid and far western Nepal. This 

group is obviously at high risk of infection because they 

cannot read preventative health care information like 

most sectors of the population. The project targets 

mainly the spouses of migrant workers, who are at 

particularly risk as they are often unknowingly infected 

by their husbands who have had sexual relations with 

sex workers while working away from the marital home. 

Many of the women are illiterate, which requires a very 

specific approach to the preparation of learning material 

in the Nepali, Doteli and Tharu languages.  

This learning information will be made available through 

classes held in community learning centres. Regionally, 

the female literacy rate is very low (27.4 per cent) and 

they often have poor knowledge about HIV and AIDS. 

Tap Raj Pant from the UNESCO Office in Kathmandu 

said: ―The project aims primarily at improving the 

women‘s knowledge of HIV and AIDS and of safer sex 

practices to protect themselves. ―But it will also 

contribute to make those affected by HIV and AIDS to 

be better accepted in their families and communities.‖ 

One of the main features of the project is the training of 

literacy facilitators from community learning centers on 

HIV and AIDS. UNAIDS Country Coordinator for Nepal 

and Bhutan Dr. Marlyn Borromeo said: ―We are pleased 

that we can provide catalytic resources for this 

innovative UNESCO project. ―It has all the potential to 

advance the scope, scale and effectiveness of Nepal‘s 

response to the HIV/AIDS epidemic.‖ The project is 

funded by the UNAIDS Programme Acceleration Funds 

(PAF). 



UN Information Centre Kathmandu 13 

Volume II, Issue 3 
October, 2010 

VOLUME 35 MAY / JUNE, 2011 

UN n e w s l e t t e r  
N e p a l  

www.un.org.np, kathmandu.unic.org 
UNITED NATIONS IN NEPAL 

KATHMANDU, 24 June — Civil 
society leaders have stressed the 
need for trust-building between 
political party leaders, in part, 
through ensuring a professional 
mediator is involved in every major 
dialogue regarding peace and 
constitution building. This 
conclusion was reached at a 
programme held at the Center for 
Constitutional Dialogue (CCD) on 
June 24. 

Speaking at an interaction entitled 
‗Draft Constitution:  Challenges for 
creative consensus building and 
Way forward‘, civil society leader 
Padma Ratna Tuladhar declared 
there is currently a trust deficit 
between political parties and their 
leaderships.  

Tuladhar also said that there is a 
need for some sort of a ―national 
intra-party dialogue team‖.  
―Analyzing the trends we have seen 
so far,‖ he said, ―dialogues between 
parties on major issues have 
always been on an ad-hoc basis.‖ 

The reason behind the failure of 
implementation of past agreements 
was the lack of mediators in intra-
party dialogues, he said, adding a 
―third party alliance‖ needs to be 
adopted for all major dialogues if 
political parties are serious about 
sovereign constitution making 
governed by the people. He noted 
even though all parties are 
committed to a federal democratic 
republic state, no party had yet 
oriented their own cadres on the 
proposed federal structure put 
forward by the Constitutent 
Assembly‘s (CA‘s) Committee on 
State Restructuring and Division of 
Powers. He emphasized parties 
should ensure that the peace 
process not be derailed at any cost. 

CA member Laxman Lal Karna 
Dispute Resolution Sub-Committee 
under the Constitutional Council 
(CC), said that political parties 
should make their positions clear on 
state restructuring. Apart from the 
UCPN (Maoist) party, neither Nepali 
Congress nor CPN (UML) had yet 
made its official stance known, he 

said. He emphasized that 
government formation and 
constitution building is interlinked. 
―There was a time when meetings 
of the Committee on the 
Preservation of the National 
Interests used to take place 
regularly and contentious issues 
were resolved after thorough 
discussions,‖ he said. ―But as soon 
as Maoists withdrew from the 
government everything changed.‖  

Karna said that with political party 
―will‖ power state restructuring will 
not be a problem. To that end, he 
said discussions on the proposed 
14 federal state structure is needed. 
Karna requested civil society 
leaders to try to convince key 
political party leaders to have 
regular meetings in order to settle 
contentious issues.  

Khagendra Sangroula, a prominent 
civil society leader, added that 
political parties also needed to 
agree on having one Nepal Army, 
which is currently a bone of 
contention.  ―Army integration has 
to be done before the promulgation 
of new constitution,‖ he said. 

Civil Society representatives 
stress need for trust 
building between parties 

(L to R) Senior Legal Officer Mohan Lal 

Acharya, the Honorable CA member 

Laxman Lal Karna, Civil Society leader 

Padma Ratna Tuladhar, CCD director Prof 

Krishna Khanal and writer Khagendra 

Sangraula. Photo: CCD 



UN Information Centre Kathmandu 14 

Volume II, Issue 3 
October, 2010 

UN n e w s l e t t e r  
N e p a l  

VOLUME 35 MAY / JUNE, 2011 

www.un.org.np, kathmandu.unic.org 
UNITED NATIONS IN NEPAL 

KATHMANDU, 27 June — 
Community radio has a particularly 
important role in disseminating 
information in Nepal. 

The mountainous and difficult 
terrain means this is the most 
effective media format, reaching an 
estimated 82 per cent of the 
population. 

Radio Sagarmatha was the first 
community radio station in South 
Asia and was established in Nepal 
with support from UNESCO‘s 
International Programme for the 
Development of Communication 
(IPDC) in 1997.  

Over the last 15 years, the number 
of community radio stations has 
started to grow rapidly. Today there 
are more than 170 community 
radios in Nepal. 

Through local community radio 
stations, community members can 
have their voices heard and receive 

locally relevant information. 
Community radio stations have also 
been instrumental in exposing weak 
governance and corruption. 

IPDC‘s strategic support for 
community radios in Nepal has 
been instrumental in the growth of 
the community media sector, and it 
has conferred a strong sense of 
legitimacy to the community radio 
movement. It has also drawn in 
other international donors who have 
followed IPDC in supporting the 
growing sector. 

Starting with Radio Sagarmatha, 
IPDC has regularly supported small 
projects that have catalyzed the 
growth of the sector by promoting 
replicable models and building the 
capacity of key organizational 
players.  

In addition to Radio Sagarmatha, 
IPDC has supported the 
establishment of three other 
community radios and one broader, 

sector-wide 
initiative. With 
IPDC‘s support, 
Nepal‘s community 
radio actors have 
lead the way for 
other South Asian 
countries as well, 
sharing the 
experience of 
establishing the first 
community radios in 
the region.  

In 2011, IPDC is 
funding yet another 
community radio 
project in Nepal with 
the aim of 
establishing a 
women‘s community 
radio station in the 
mountainous and 
remote Jumla.  

Out of the more than 170 
community radio stations in Nepal, 
currently only four are run by 
women. By supporting Radio Nari 
Aawaj, IPDC is taking yet another 
step in defining Nepal‘s community 
radios, this time towards a 
movement with equal opportunities 
for both men and women. 

IPDC is the only multilateral forum 
in the UN system designed to 
mobilize the international 
community to discuss and promote 
media development in developing 
countries. The programme provides 
support for media projects in three 
key areas: freedom of expression 
and media pluralism; community 
media; and capacity building of 
media professionals. Over the last 
30 years, IPDC has mobilized some 
USD$100 million for over 1,500 
projects in more than 140 
developing countries and countries 
in transition.  

 

Long-term IPDC support 
strengthens community 
radio movement in Nepal 

Radio education programme is particularly 

useful for students living in remote areas. 

 

Photo: UNESCO 
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How is sustainable development 
reflected in school curricula and 
teacher training programmes in 
Nepal? 

To answer this question and 
address related issues, the 
UNESCO Office in Kathmandu and 
the Nepal National Commission for 
UNESCO, have jointly launched an 
innovative new initiative. 

The joint project on Education for 
Sustainable Development (ESD) 
includes a review of school 
education curricula and teacher 
training programmes. The main 
purpose of the project is to develop 
a framework to better address ESD 
issues in schools nationwide.  

It will also help to increase the 
capacity of education officials, 

school managers and teachers by 
organizing training workshops at 
national and sub-national levels.  

ESD is not a particular programme 
or project, but rather an umbrella for 
many forms of education that 
already exist and new ones that 
remain to be created. ESD 
promotes efforts to rethink 
educational programmes and 
systems (both methods and 
contents) that currently support 
unsustainable societies. 

ESD affects all components of 
education: legislation, policy, 
finance, curriculum, instruction, 
learning, assessment, etc. ESD 
calls for lifelong learning and 
recognizes the fact that the 
educational needs of people 
change over their lifetime. 

Many individuals and organizations 
around the world already utilize 
ESD in their daily lives. For 
example, a teacher weaving 
sustainability themes into primary 
education using participatory 
methods; a community 
development worker raising 
people‘s awareness on rights which 
are denied to them; or a public 
health worker training people to 
draw water from clean sources. 
There are many programmes using 
an ESD approach to learning which 
is critical for achieving 
sustainability.  

The United Nations General 
Assembly, at its 57th Session in 
December 2002, adopted a 
resolution to start the Decade of 
Education for Sustainable 
Development (DESD 2005- 2014), 
which underpins education as an 
indispensable element for achieving 
sustainable development.  

Project on Education for 
Sustainable Development 
launched 

Maithili speaking women learning the 

Mithila Art under the mother tongue based 

literacy programme. 

 

Photo: UNESCO 
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Guidance Note 2011 is formulated 
for preparing the Disaster 
Preparedness and Response 
Plan. This note is prepared from 
the feedback of all the 
humanitarian partners. The 
taskforce was formed under the 
leadership of Under Secretary/
Disaster Management Section/
MoHA with the representative  

 Download PDF (891.65 KB)  

Click here to download file in English Version  

 Download PDF (1.05 MB)  

Click here to download file in Nepali Version  

Guidance Note of Disaster Preparedness 
and Response Planning 2011 

The United Nations 
Office on Drugs and 
Crime, Regional Office 
for South Asia, 
(UNODC ROSA) and 
the UN Women, South 
Asia signed a 
Memorandum of 
Understanding, 
whereby they 
committed to 
strengthen the existing 
cooperation in dealing 
with the organized 
crime of human 
trafficking in the South 
Asian countries of 
Bangladesh, Bhutan, 

India, Nepal, Maledives and Sri Lanka. The Protocol 
seeks to prevent trafficking in persons, protect victims 
of trafficking and promote cooperating among State 
Parties in order to meet these objectives. Within 
South Asia, the legal regime is diverse, and the 
SAARC Convention on Preventing and Combating 
Trafficking in Women and Children for Prostitution, 
2002, represents a need and political commitment 
from countries in the SAARC region. Bangladesh, 
India, Nepal and Sri Lanka have all taken steps in the 
right direction to combat human trafficking; however, 
there is a need to look closely at country specific laws 
to understand where the gaps lie. It is in the light of 
this, that a Legal and Policy Review of Responses to 
Human Trafficking has been taken up. This Report 
looks at the law and policy, especially in the context of 
the Protocol, supplementing work already available in 
different studies. 

Download PDF (1.11 MB)  
Click here to download file in English Version  

Responses to Human Trafficking in 
Bangladesh, India, Nepal and Sri Lanka 

This Global Plan provides the 
foundation for country-led 
movement towards the elimination 
of new HIV infections among 
children and keeping their mothers 
alive. The Global Plan was 
developed through a consultative 
process by a high level Global Task 
Team convened by UNAIDS and co

-chaired by UNAIDS Executive Director Michel Sidibé 
and United States Global AIDS Coordinator 
Ambassador Eric Goosby. It brought together 25 
countries and 30 civil society, private sector, networks 
of people living with HIV and international 
organizations to chart a roadmap to achieving this 
goal by 2015. 

 Download PDF (3 MB)  
Click here to download file in English Version  

Global Plan towards the Elimination of New 
HIV Infections among Children by 2015 and 
Keeping Their Mothers Alive 

 Download PDF  

Click here to download file in 

English Version  

 Download PDF 

Click here to download file in 

Nepali Version  

Speak Up… Stop Discrimination! NDC and 
OHCHR-Nepal Observations on the 
Untouchability Bill 

 Download PDF  

Click here to download file in 

English Version  

 Download PDF 

Click here to download file in 

Nepali Version  

Investigating Allegations of Extra-Judicial 
Killings in the Terai  

http://un.org.np/sites/default/files/2011-06-17-RCHCO-Guidance%20Note%202011%20for%20Preparing%20Disaster%20Preparedness%20&%20Response%20Plan-English.pdf
http://un.org.np/sites/default/files/2011-06-17-RCHCO-Guidance%20Note%202011%20for%20Preparing%20Disaster%20Preparedness%20&%20Response%20Plan-English.pdf
http://www.ungift.org/doc/knowledgehub/resource-centre/UNODC_UNGIFT_Responses_to_Human_Trafficking_in_Bangladesh_India_Nepal_and_Sri_Lanka.pdf
http://www.unaids.org/en/media/unaids/contentassets/documents/unaidspublication/2011/20110609_JC2137_Global-Plan-Elimination-HIV-Children_en.pdf
http://nepal.ohchr.org/en/resources/publications/NDC_OHCHR_Obser_Untouchbiy_ENG.pdf
http://nepal.ohchr.org/en/resources/publications/NDC_OHCHR_Obser_Untocblity_NEP.pdf
http://nepal.ohchr.org/en/resources/publications/Investigating%20Allegations%20of%20Extra-Judicial%20Killings%20in%20the%20Terai.pdf
http://nepal.ohchr.org/en/resources/publications/2010_EJK_Report_N.pdf
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Observances: 

2-International Day of Cooperatives 
In 1992, the United Nations General 

Assembly proclaimed, in its resolution 

47/90 of 16 December 1992, the 

International Day of Cooperatives to be 

celebrated annually on the first Saturday 

of July. 

 

UN Sponsor: Department of Public Information (DPI) 

URL: http://www.un.org/en/events/cooperativesday/  

 

Observances:  

11-World Population Day 

Event Description: The global population is projected to 

reach 7 billion on 31 October this year. To engage the 

public in the lead-up to that day, UNFPA is launching "7 

Billion Actions," a global movement to raise awareness 

for the challenges and opportunities presented by a world 

of 7 billion, and mobilize individuals to take action in their 

community.  

UN Sponsor: United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) 

URL: http://www.7billionactions.org  

 

Observances 

18-Nelson Mandela International Day 
In November 2009, the UN General 

Assembly declared 18 July Nelson 

Mandela International Day in 

recognition of the former South African 

President‘s contribution to the culture 

of peace and freedom.  

 

UN Sponsor: Department of Public Information (DPI) 

URL: http://www.un.org/en/events/mandeladay/  

 

4-ECOSOC High-level Segment 

Opening speakers include Ambassador Lazarous 

Kapambwe, ECOSOC President; the Deputy Secretary-

General; and the General Assembly President. The 

President of Switzerland and Gordon Brown, former UK 

Prime Minister, will attend along with executive heads of 

UN funds, programmes and agencies.  

Country: Switzerland, Geneva,  

UN Sponsor: Economic and Social Council 

URL: http://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/julyhls/index11.shtml 

Date & Time: From: 4-Jul-2011 TO: 8-Jul-2011  

For more conference and meeting please visit: http://

www.un.org/events/calendar/index.asp?

OrgID=0&d_month=7&d_year=2011  

 

 

5-Launch of "World Economic and 

Social Survey" 

Technological Revolution for a Green Economy 

URL: http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/policy/

wess/index.shtml  

7-Launch of Millennium Development 
Goals Report 2011 

URL: http://mdgs.un.org 

7-Launch of UNCTAD's Economic 
Development in Africa 2011 
URL: www.unctad.org 

26-Launch of UNCTAD's World 
Investment Report 2011 

URL: www.unctad.org 

http://www.7billionactions.org
http://www.un.org/en/events/mandeladay/
http://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/
http://www.un.org/events/calendar/index.asp?OrgID=0&d_month=7&d_year=2011
http://www.un.org/events/calendar/index.asp?OrgID=0&d_month=7&d_year=2011
http://www.un.org/events/calendar/index.asp?OrgID=0&d_month=7&d_year=2011
http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/policy/wess/index.shtml
http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/policy/wess/index.shtml
http://mdgs.un.org
http://www.unctad.org
http://www.unctad.org

