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'Radio Chautari…where the conversation begins' is 
an initiative of the United Nations in Nepal supporting 
the principle of a more inclusive and just society by 
communicating with the general Nepali population - 
particularly in rural communities - about a wide range of 
issues related to peace, development, socio-economic 
transformation and the peace process. This is 
considered particularly important during this fragile 
period of transition as the Constituent Assembly drafts 
a new Constitution and the State is grappling for 
sustainable peace with more equitable, social and 

economic development.  

Given the extent of this momentum, providing reliable 
information, particularly to those from traditionally 
marginalised communities and the information poor, is 
considered vital to help build understanding and trust, 
and to promote greater participation in many aspects of 
the transition. Radio is, by far, the most effective means 
of communication in a country like Nepal with rugged 
terrain and low literacy rates and low internet access. 

The team: The team of five experienced 
professionals at Radio Chautari is managed by the 
Public Advocacy and Communication (PAC) Section of 
UNICEF Nepal on behalf of UNCT. The radio team 
comprises one senior producer/supervisor, three 
producers and one editorial assistant. The team is 
balanced from gender and ethnicity perspective with 
two female members as well as one male member from 
Madhesh community.  

Broadcasts: Radio Chautari started 
broadcasting in Nepal in April 2009.  It broadcasts a 

newsletter 
www.un.org.np 
kathmandu.unic.org 

Peace building 
through Radio  

Radio Chautari Exclusive 

' Radio Chautari…where 
the conversation begins'  

 

Saturdays at 7.30am on Ujyaalo 90 Network and  
Wednesdays at 7.30am on Kantipur FM 

 18 million listeners  
 Aired through 25 FMs stations 
 30 Minute programme 

 Radio Programme in Nepali, Maithili, 
Bhoipuri, Awadhi, Tharu, and Tamang  

Online @ http://kathmandu.unic.org 
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weekly 30-minute radio magazine in Nepali, Maithili, 
Bhojpuri, Awadhi, Tharu and Tamang languages. The 
programmes in Nepali are aired through 25 FMs 
stations of the national Ujyaalo 90 Network and more 
than seven relay stations through Kantipur FM. The 
programme is also translated into five local languages 
whichare broadcast every week through 13 FM stations 
of the Ujyaalo 90 Network. Kantipur also broadcasts the 
programme in Maithili. 

The programmes are broadcast on super-primetime on 
each network –Saturdays at 7.30am on Ujyaalo 90 
Network and Wednesdays at 7.30am on Kantipur FM.  
Through internal surveys, Ujyaalo estimates the 
listenership of the 25 FM stations at about 18 million. 
Likewise, according to a survey done in 2007 by The 
AC Neilsen Company Nepal Pvt. Ltd - an independent 
research company - Kantipur FM covers sixty districts 
with 17 million people. Of the total FM stations, three 
broadcast in the mountains, 15 in the hilly regions, 
while rest are in the Terai (some broadcast across two 
regions). The 13 stations that broadcast programmes in 
local languages are targeted at densely populated 
areas. 

Along with the radio programmes, Radio Chautari also 
broadcasts two Public Service Announcements (PSAs) 
of one-minute duration each daily on Kantipur FM in 
Nepali language and on 70 stations of the Ujyaalo 90 
Network in Nepali, Maithili, Bhojpuri, Awadhi, Tharu and 
Tamang languages. These PSAs also deal with key 

peace and development issues and are a useful tool for 
the UNCT to disseminate key messages. These are 
also played on super prime-time, immediately before or 
after or-in-between-the news on these stations. 

Radio programmes are uploaded to the UNIC website 
(http://kathmandu.unic.org) for public listenership and it 
receives good hits suggesting the growing popularity of 
the program.  

Languages: To reach as diverse population as 
possible, the programmes and PSAs are produced and 
broadcasted in Nepali are translated into Tharu, 

Maithili, Bhojpuri, Awadhi, and Tamang languages. 
Programmes and PSAs in these six languages serve 
some of the largest ethnic populations in the country.  
People working for the reproduction of the programmes 
in the local languages are from the same ethnic groups. 
Four (Tharu, Maithili, Bhojpuri and Awadhi) are in the 
Terai, while the fifth – Tamang - is the widely-spoken 
language of a middle hill group that was severely 
affected by the conflict. According to the 2001census, 
these languages, including Nepali can cover more than 
80% of the total population. 

Key activities of 2010 

Production and broadcasting: The 
team has produced and broadcast 46 weekly 
programmes and 26 PSAs during the period from 
January to December 2010. 

Editorial meetings: The Radio Chautari 
team has been working closely with 22 UN agencies 
including UNDP's Support to Participatory Constitution 
Building in Nepal (SPCBN) and the World Bank. The 
radio particularly lays emphasis on involvement of all 
agencies in the program, as one of the aims in 
establishing the radio, is to encourage greater co-
ordination among all agencies that make up the UN 
Country Team. An editorial board has been formed for 
the radio comprising representatives of all agencies. 

Peace building programming 
Following the signing of the 2006 Agreement, some 
dramatic changes have taken in place in Nepal that 
reflects growing aspirations of the people for inclusive, 
just and equitable social and economic development. 
 
Although State delivery of basic services continues 
throughout the country, the gap between public 
priorities and concerns; and the political discourse 
remains wide. It is clear that the public wants to see 

Radio Chautari Team Members: (from left) Toya Ghimire, Bhavana 
Adhikari, Brahim Kumar KC, Sarada Rijal, and Ishwar Rauniyar 
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urgent action from the State to 
address basic needs like peace 
dividend including security, food 
security, education and health, and 
employment generation. 
Sustainable peace also involves: 
reconciliation and addressing 
outstanding commitments to the 
conflict-affected; improved human 
rights and ending discrimination; 
and support to the rule of law and 
public security. 

So what is actually happening in 
relation to these issues?  Radio 
Chautari each week aims to answer 
some of these questions, as well as 
support the peace process by 
raising awareness, communicating 
messages to encourage 
behavioural change and providing 
important basic information.  It uses 
a mixture of presentation formats, 
including drama, vox pop, 
interviews, discussions and 
packages to communicate and 
interact with listeners. The primary 
target audience are those in rural 
communities. However, the 
secondary target audience for the 
program are policy makers, policy 
influencers and implementing line 
agencies. Every week, for at least 
two  components of the 
programme, the team travels to the 

countryside to talk with ordinary 
Nepalis in their communities; to 
directly hear their voices, opinions 
and aspirations regarding the 
particular topics. The radio team 
undertook travel in about 30 
districts. 

Each programme is focused on one 
theme, hence, is able to focus in-
depth on each issue and presents a 
wide variety of perspectives. 
 
The key peace and development 
themes of the Radio Chautari 
programmes during the 12 months 
of broadcasting from January to 
December 2010 include: 
Transitional justice, Recovery, 
Peace dividend, Consolidating 
peace, Gender and Social 
inclusion, Rule of law, Good 
governance, Inequality and 
Inclusive growth, State restructuring 
and Employment acceleration, 
Human Rights, MDGs, 
Humanitarian issues, BOGs etc. 
 

Programme Review  
An SMS survey was conducted for 
15 days and listeners were 
requested to provide their opinions 
about Radio Chautari. Short PSAs 
were produced and broadcasted 

through FM stations broadcasting 
Radio Chautari. A special episode 
of Radio Chautari was produced 
where listeners were requested to 
send SMS about Radio Chautari. 
7,470 numbers of SMS were 
received in 15 days, which was 
proof of the popularity of Radio 
Chautari among general audience. 
 
The SMS survey shows that 
listenership of Radio Chautari is 
commonly in the eastern and 
western parts of the country 
including the central region. Radio 
Chautari received good responses 
from the Terai region too. Three 
percent of the respondents were 
from the Karnali zone. The SMS 
responses show that the 
listenership of Radio Chautari is 
more in rural areas than in urban 
areas. 
 

Response to Radio 

Chautari program:  
The SMS survey shows that of the 
7,470 responses received, about 
15% respondents have sent more 
than one SMS. The SMS trend 
shows that an overwhelming 
majority – 74% of the respondents - 
have said that they liked the 
program very much and they listen 
to it regularly. Similarly, 19.4% of 
the respondents have said that they 
liked the program and they listen to 
it sometimes. 1.6% of the 
respondents have said that the 
program is not useful to them as it 
does not cover their issues of 
interest. 5% of the respondents 
have not written anything about 
their perception towards Radio 
Chautari.  
 
The SMS respondents have said 
that the charm of Radio Chautari 
lies in the nice combination of 
presentation, content and 
formatting. The majority of 
respondents have mentioned that 
the issues discussed in Radio 
Chautari are relevant to their daily 
lives. It has helped people 
understand the important issues of 
peace building. Some respondents 
have mentioned that Radio 
Chautari is acting as a bridge 

Transitional 
Justice 

6% Recovery 
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 Peace Dividend 
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Consolidating 
peace 
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Constitution 
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Gender and Social 
inclusion/exclusio
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 Percentage of themes covered in the programs produced in 2010 
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between the rural people and the 
policy makers.  
 
Most respondents have provided 
their feedback on content, 
presentation and format of the 
program. 62% of the respondents 
have written whether they find the 
program ‘excellent’, ‘good’, 
‘mediocre’, ‘bad’. 14% have 
expressed their views on program 
presentation, 7% have provided 
their feedback on the program 
format and 12% have written about 
the content of the program.  
  
Out of 1,056 respondents for 
program presentation 90.3% have 
said that the presentation is 
interesting and good, whereas 9.7% 
respondents have said that Radio 
Chautari should change its 
presentation style and should play 
songs.  
 
Out of 529 respondents on program 
format, 94.51% respondents have 
said that the program format is 
appealing, whereas 5.48% 
respondents feel that the program 
format is not so good.  
 
Among 876 respondents on 
program content, 90.18% 
respondents have said that the 
content is relevant and related to 
the daily lives of general people, 
whereas 9.8% respondents have 
said that Radio Chautari should 
give more coverage to social issues  
like dowry system, child marriage 
etc.  

Conclusion: 
The SMS survey shows that Radio 
Chautari is one of the most popular 
programmes in Nepal in terms of 
presentation, content, format and 
broadcasting quality. Majority of the 
respondents have suggested 
continuing this program. More than 
50% of the respondents have 
suggested increasing the broadcast 
time and increasing the number of 
FM stations.  

Planning for 2011 
Issues to be covered:  

Issues that are directly related to 
peace and development, social 

economic reforms and the peace 
process will continue to be the key 
issues for Radio Chautari. The main 
issues of the programmes would 
be: 
Short term peace and 

development issues - justice, 
recovery, consolidating peace, 
peace dividend and short term 
risk to the peace process. 
 

Long-term peace and 
development issues - gender 
and social inclusion, rule of law, 
land reform, good governance, 
inequality and inclusive growth, 
state restructuring and 
employment acceleration. 

 
Human Rights and Humanitarian 

issues 
 
MDGs  

Broadcasts:  
44 weekly radio programmes of 30 
minutes duration in Nepali language 
will be broadcasted from 25 FMs of 
Ujyaalo 90 Network and Kantipur 
FM once a week on prime time on 
each network. – on Saturdays at 
7.30 am through the Ujyaalo 
Network and on Wednesdays at 
7.30 am on Kantipur FM. 44 weekly 

radio programmes of 30 minutes 
duration in Maithili, Bhojpuri, 
Awadhi, Tharu and Tamang 
language will be broadcasted once 
a week on prime time on 13 other 
FM stations of Ujyaalo 90 Network. 
Kantipur FM will also broadcast the 
program in Maithili.   

 
Two PSAs in Nepali (of one-minute 
duration each) will be played daily 
on 70 plus FM stations of the 
Ujyaalo network and on Kantipur 
FM. These are played on super 
prime-time, immediately before or 
after or within the news bulletin. 
 
PSAs in five languages (Tharu, 
Maithili, Bhojpuri and Awadhi and 
Tamang) will be played once a day 
through 13 other local FM stations 
of the Ujyaalo 90 Network. 

 
Stories for agencies' website and/or 
for a newspaper on a weekly basis 
to get more coverage for Radio 
Chautari. 

 
Coverage 
In 2011, the team plans to travel to 
at least 40 districts for more 
representation and travel to areas it 
did not cover in 2010. 

SMS reponse on zonal basis 
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Analysis of SMS Survey 
An SMS survey was conducted for 
15 days and listeners were 
requested to provide their opinions 
on Radio Chautari. Short PSAs 
were produced and broadcasted 
through FM stations broadcasting 
Radio Chautari. A special episode 
of Radio Chautari was produced 
where listeners were requested to 
send SMS about Radio Chautari. 
7,470 numbers of SMS were 
received in 15 days, which was 
proof of the popularity of Radio 
Chautari among general audience.  

The SMS survey shows that the 
listenership of Radio Chautari is 
commonly in the eastern and 
western parts of the country 
including the central region. Radio 

Chautari received good numbers of 
responses from the Terai region. 
Three percent of the respondents 
were from Karnali zone. The SMS 
responses show that the 

listenership of Radio Chautari is 
more in rural areas than in urban.  
 

Response to Radio 
Chautari program:  
The SMS survey shows that of the 
7,470 responses received, about 
15% respondents have sent more 
than one SMS. The SMS trend 
shows that an overwhelming 
majority – 74% of the respondents - 
have said that they liked the 
program very much and they listen 
to it regularly. Similarly,  19.4% of 
the respondents have said that they 
liked the program and they listen to 
it sometimes. 1.6% of the 
respondents have said that the 
program is not useful to them as it 
does not cover their issues of 
interest. 5% of the respondents 
have not written anything about 
their perception towards Radio 
Chautari.  

Out of the 7,470 respondents 
most have provided their 
feedback on content, 
presentation and format of 
the program. 62% of 
respondents have written 
whether they find the 
program ‘excellent’, ‘good’, 
‘mediocre’, ‘bad’. 14% have 
expressed their views on 
program presentation, 7% 
have provided their feedback 
on the program format and 
12% have written about the 
content of the program.  
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The SMS respondents have said 
that the beauty of Radio Chautari 
lies in the nice combination of 
presentation, content and 
formatting. The majority of 
respondents have mentioned that 
the issues discussed in Radio 
Chautari are relevant to their daily 
lives. It has helped people 
understand the important issues of 
peace building. Some respondents 
have mentioned that Radio 
Chautari is acting as a bridge 
between the rural people and the 

policy makers.  

Out of 1,056 respondents on 
program presentation 90.3% have 
said that the presentation of Radio 
Chautari is interesting and good, 
whereas 9.7% respondents have 
said that Radio Chautari should 
change its presentation style and 
should play songs.  

Out of 529 respondents on program 
format, 94.51% of the respondents 
have said that the program format 

of Radio Chautari is appealing 
whereas 5.48% respondents have 
said that program format is not so 
good.  

Among 876 respondents on 
program content, 90.18% 
respondents have said that the 
content is relevant and related to 
the daily lives of general people 
whereas 9.8% respondents have 
said that Radio Chautari should 
give  more coverage to social 
issues.  

S.N Name of 
agency Frequency number 

1. UNDP 17 
2. UNIFEM 11 

3. UNFPA 11 

4. UNICEF 10 

5. ILO 5 

6. OCHA 5 

7. UNHCR 4 

8. OHCHR 4 

9. WFP 4 

10. UNESCO 3 

11. UHHABI-
TAT 

3 

12. IOM 3 

13. UNMC 3 

14. FAO 2 

15. WHO 2 

16. UNMAT 2 

17. UNODC 2 

18. UNAIDS 2 

19. ADB 1 

20. UNRC 1 

 
 
Response on Presentation 
The mixture of report, drama, interview and 
voxpop is well presented in radio chautari. It 
is one of the best programs in Nepal. 

 
Response on Format 
The drama of radio chautari is very good. 
Two people discusses about our daily lives. 
They discuss about the role of general peo-
ple to develop the nation which is applica-
ble.  

 
Response on Content 
I find program forwarding ahead including 
all the social issues that has to be raised 
especially in the countries like Nepal, which 
is passing through the transitional period. 
The most important thing that i find) is se-
lection of multiple language in which it gets 
aired. It is helping in constitutional drafting 
process and concluding the peace process 
in logical end. It covers the issues of farm-
ers, young people, student and all. 
 
A respondent from Syanja district  

Agencies' involvement to the 
programs during 2010  
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KATHMANDU, 4 April—The UN 
Resident and Humanitarian 
Coordinator Mr. Robert Piper 

announced the re-launch of the UN 
Nepali and international media 
clippings expressing trust that it will 
help the UN agencies in Nepal in 
staying abreast of key 
developments in Nepal. At this 
stage, this service has been re-
instated for the next 3 months. 

Henceforth these are circulated to 
the Heads of UN Agencies and 
Utstein Heads of Mission every 
working day  in three batches in the 
following order: 

1. Morning Nepali media clipping 
(Between 9-10 AM). This includes 
the summaries of headlines of 
newspapers (including English) and 
news broadcasted by main TV 
stations and Radio Stations 

2. Afternoon Nepali press bulletin 

(Between 12-3 PM). This includes 
details of the news stories, opinions 
and editorials of the selected 
newspapers published on that day.    

3. International press highlights. 
This includes Nepal related stories 
published in the international media 
including media from the region. 

News collated from weekends and 
holidays are also been sent the 
following working day. All material 
is sourced from the official web 
sites of the respective Nepali / 
international media houses. 

This important service has been 
made possible through the 
generosity of the Royal Embassy of 
Norway.  

  

Media clipping  
service relaunched 

UN Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator 
Mr. Robert Piper.  
Photo: UNIC File photo 

 In fond memory  
of Anita 

The UN family was deeply grieved at the sudden 
demise of Ms. Anita Bista who worked at UNDP’s 
Peace Building and Recovery Unit (PBRU). She met a 
tragic accident on Wednesday 16 March 2011 while on 
her way to home from office. After fighting for life for 
three and a half weeks at B&B Hospital, she 
succumbed to the fatal injuries in the morning of 10 
April.  

She joined UNDP on 7 February 2011. Within days she 
developed professional respect among the colleagues 
for her dedication and cheerful character. Before joining 
UNDP she had worked for three years and eight 
months with UNMIN.   

A condolence book was opened at the UNDP office. A 
heart touching memorial for Anita was held in which her 
supervisors and colleagues remembered Anita. Also 
former UNMIN Chiefs Ian Martin and Karin Landgren 
had sent condolence messages to Anita describing her 
as a “ Can Do”  professional with bright smile .   

Our thoughts and prayers are with her family. May her 
soul rest in eternal peace.  
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United Nations Traineeship Programme 

Pictorial of participants and mentors at the one day long induction programme of the first ever traineeship launched by the UN agencies for 
candidates from socially excluded groups in Nepal as part of their commitment to creating a diverse workforce as well as addressing 
exclusion in a pragmatic manner. UN Agencies in Nepal have started this new programme to give a chance to recent University graduates 
from socially excluded groups to get professional experience in an international working environment. Each of the 29 trainee will work in one 
of the UN agency for an 11 month period with a full time training assignment which provides candidates with the opportunity to improve their 
professional skills and competencies.  
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KATHMANDU, 11 April— With the 
objective of orienting journalists 
throughout the country on 
constitution making process and 
enhancing their capacity on writing 
news on constitution making 
process, the orientation of media in 
all 14 zones has started from 
Birtamod, Jhapa from April 11. The 
first leg of the training was done in 
four zones- Mechi, Koshi, 
Sagarmatha and Janakpur.  

Total of 118 journalists from 
national and regional media were 
oriented during the first batch of the 
orientation with the objective of 
providing them information on 
constitution making process and as 
a preparation for the media 
campaign for the second phase of 
public consultation after the first 
draft of new constitution.  

The UNDP’s Support to 
Participatory Constitution Building 
in Nepal supported Equal Access 
Nepal to conduct these trainings. 
The two-day training was divided in 
two sections –media’s role in 
constitution making process and the 
orientation on 11 draft thematic 
committee reports and other 
contentious issues. The programme 
was facilitated by the legal experts 
such as constitutional Lawyer Dr 
Bipin Adhikary, senior legal officer 
Mohan Lal Acharya and Media 
experts, Chandra Kishor Jha and 

Bijay Mishra. 

Majority of journalists expressed 
that they had been reporting only 
on what the political party leaders 
say in the formal programmes and 
they had never tried to go beyond 
event based programmes. The 
journalists were very enthusiastic 
and were very happy to get the 
documents and CDs with the 
information on constitution making 
process.   

The Federation of Nepalese 
Journalists (FNJ) Jhapa branch 
former chairman Krishna Humagain 
said that media needs to be more 
responsible and should work 
towards providing fact based 
information on constitution.  

The participants were very much 
enthusiastic to know about the 
federal structure and even the 
media were so ignorant about that 
the basis of proposed state 
restructuring. Tika Ram Neti,  
senior journalist from News 24 said 
that even though we don’t believe in 
Limbuwan province how should we 
report something that we don’t 
believe in? 

Senior Journalist Gopal Gartaula 
from Ujjyalow Network wanted to 
know if there is a possibility if the 
new government can change or 
revise the treaties done by previous 

government. 

Majority of journalists wanted to 
know about the rationale behind the 
president becoming active. Not only 
young journalists but the seasoned 
journalists such as Bhawani Baral, 
Harsha Subba of Kantipur Daily, 
Yam Pradhan of Rastriya 
Samachar Samiti showed their 
active participation during the 
programme. 

The journalists have expressed 
commitments to continuously write 
articles and prepare radio 
programmes laced with facts and 
correct information on thematic 
committee reports. 

Sabita Pandey, Ilam Express 
Journalist said that the orientation 
helped her to understand about the 
contentious issues in the 
constitution making process. Since 
there is a plenty of confusion 
among the general public whether 
there will be constitution by May 28, 
and the journalists who do not have 
any access to the information about 
constitution making process so it 
has been so difficult for us to inform 
without any information. “This is the 
first time I took such kind of 
trainings and it has been very 
helpful as everything for me is 
new,” said Pandey. 

The journalists were very happy 
with both the programmes and they 
approached us for similar kind of 
programmes in the region two- 
three days, intensive discussion in 
partnership with local FNJ.  

Mohan Lal Acharya, senior legal 
officer said that the role of media is 
very important at this crucial point 
as the society made an opinion 
based on what the media writes.  
Similarly, Chandra Kishor Jha, 
senior journalists said that media 
should not always highlight the 
cynicism. Jha pointed out what 
could be the local issues that they 
could relate to the constitution 
making process. 

Joining hands with 
Journalists for participatory 
constitution building  
in Nepal  

Media Resource Person Chandra Kishore 
Jha discussing with journalists in Koshi. 
Photo: CCD/UNDP 
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JUMLA, 26 April— In Nepal, 
women are often considered as 
second class citizens.  

The Illiteracy rate is particularly high 
among females as they generally 
do not have access to information. 
For example, very few women own, 
or have control over the radio sets 
in their home, thereby limiting their 
freedom to decide which station or 
programme to listen to.  

Similarly, the number of women 
employed as radio presenters is 

low.  

To empower women and to provide 
them with access to information, the 
NGO Hamro Aawaj, Hamro Sarokar 
(Our Voice, Our Concern) is going 
to establish Radio Nari Aawaj 
(Radio Women’s Voice), a 
community radio station managed 
and operated by women living in 
the remote Jumla district. The 
output will be broadcast in the 
Nepali language.  

The target audience of the new 

UNESCO Kathmandu Office-
backed community radio station is 
rural women resident in 30 villages 
in Jumla district, with a total 
population of 77,662.  

The output will also be broadcast to 
women living in four villages in the 
neighbouring districts of Kalikot 
(West) and Dolpa (East). The 
station will be operated and 
managed by women from Jumla 
district. 

The vice-chairperson of Hamro 
Aawaj, Hamro Sarokar Hari Devi 
Rokaya said: “Working for this 
project will certainly give us the 
opportunity to bring awareness and 
positive feelings in the lives of 
women in Jumla, whose voices are 
still not heard.” 

The project is funded by the 
International Programme for the 
Development of Communication 
(IPDC). The meeting of IPDC 
bureau took place at UNESCO 
Headquarters in Paris 22-24 March. 
More than USD$2.3 million has 
been allocated to media 
development projects to be 
implemented in 65 countries. 

Giving a voice to women 
through community radio 

Women from remote Jumla district. 
Photo: UNESCO 

Community Centres gain 

digital library skills 
Health Net Nepal, in collaboration with the UNESCO Office 
in Kathmandu, conducted an eight-day training course on 
digital libraries for members of seven Community Multimedia 
Centers (CMC) and two Community Learning Centers (CLC) 
recently.  
 
Digital  library technology provides CMCs and CLCs with 
better delivery and storing of information. Since libraries 
contain huge quantities of data, the development of digital 
libraries and subsequent customization can be very helpful for 
people running the libraries.  
 
Head of the UNESCO Kathmandu Office Axel Plathe said: 
“This gives CMCs and CLCs the possibility to develop 

resource centres consisting of indigenous knowledge and 
locally generated information in the local language.” 
 
The main purpose of the training, involving participants are 
from eight districts in Nepal, was to familiarize them with 
knowledge about digital libraries by teaching website design 
and the Greenstone Digital Library (GDSL) system. 
 
The instruction provided  hands-on training to CMC and CLC 
staff interested in building digital libraries and library 
management systems in their respective CMCs and CLCs. 
They will now be able to create databases, either online or on 
CD-ROMS. This will help to share locally developed 
knowledge with other CMC centres. 
 
“After this training I will be able to manage our library better 
and people will also have better access to information,” said 
Laxmi Neupane from the Kapilavastu Community Multimedia 
Centre. 
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KATHMANDU, 18 April— Heritage 
is our legacy from the past, what we 
live with today, and what we pass 
on to future generations.  

Cultural and natural heritage are 
both irreplaceable sources of life 
and inspiration.  

Places as unique and diverse as 
the wilds of East Africa’s Serengeti, 
the Pyramids of Egypt, the Great 

Barrier Reef  in  Australia, the 
Baroque cathedrals of Latin 
America and, in Nepal - the 
Kathmandu Valley, Lumbini, and 
the Chitwan and Sagarmatha 
National Parks make up our world’s 
heritage. 

What makes the concept of World 
Heritage exceptional is its universal 
application. World Heritage sites 
belong to all the people of the 

world, irrespective of the territory on 
which they are located. 

The International Day for 
Monuments and Sites, celebrated 
every year on 18 April since it was 
endorsed by UNESCO in 1982, 
promotes cultural heritage across 
the globe.  

However, this heritage is not limited 
to the monuments and sites listed 
on UNESCO’s World Heritage List. 

The International Day has a very 
special importance in Nepal, which 
has a rich cultural heritage that is 
manifested not only in the many 
tangible monuments and sites, but 
also in a great variety of intangible 
elements such as the visual arts, 
the traditional crafts, the music, 
dances, folklores, folktales and the 
practices of the religious and 
spiritual beliefs of more than 100 
ethnic communities. 

All efforts to create awareness 
about the importance of cultural 
heritage to our lives, identities and 
communities are to be especially 
encouraged.  

Preserving our past for  
the future 

Pashupati  monument zone in Kathmandu 
Valley World Heritage Property. 
Photo: UNESCO 

Nepal still faces many challenges to 

address copyright infringement and 

anti-piracy issues 

As more than a hundred countries will celebrate World Book 
and Copyright Day on 23 April, for which UNESCO is the 
lead UN agency, Nepal faces many challenges to address 
copyright infringement and anti-piracy issues.  
 
Nepal is a state party to several treaties/conventions related 
to the protection of intellectual property right and a signatory 
of a variety of international copyright acts and anti-piracy and 
copyright enforcement provisions. The Nepal Copyright 
Registrar’s Office is the organization responsible for copyright 
registration in Nepal. 
 
However, registration of a work is not mandatory to claim 
protection in the country and  there are no established 
specialized intellectual property right units within the 

enforcement bodies (police, customs etc).  The existing 
situation is inconsistent for the development of a sound and 
self-sustained publishing sector.  
  
UNESCO has initiated discussions with partners in Nepal on 
how it can support awareness-raising on intellectual property 
issues, particularly those of authors. It has also invited Nepal 
to participate in the World Anti-Piracy Observatory that was 
launched in 2010 as a part of UNESCO’s effort to encourage 
creativity, cultural industries and sustainable development. 
Nepal recently contributed to this observatory by providing 
information on national measures and policies, best practices, 
initiatives and public awareness materials etc., on anti-piracy.  
World Copyright Day was established by UNESCO in 1995 
to promote reading, publishing and the protection of 
intellectual property through copyright. This year, UNESCO 
celebrates the Day at the World Forum on Culture and 
Cultural Industries in Monza, Italy from 6-8 June. The forum’s 
theme is: “The Book Tomorrow; the Future of the Written 
Word”.  The event aims to raise awareness about the 
importance of books as pillars for free and open societies. 
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KATHMANDU, 8 April— “It was a 
nice experience to enter to UN Hall 
for a program I can relate to”, said 
Ms Anu Aryal, a 21 year old youth 
at the 1st episode of the UNYAP 
Film Series held on April 8, 2011 at 
the UN Hall in Pulchowk. The Film 
Series is a UNYAP initiated concept 
of bringing together youth from 
different backgrounds to view films 
related to youth related issues and 
hold discussions.                                       

The UNYAP conducted two 
episodes of the series this month. 
The 1st episode screened two 
documentaries on “New Data on 
rise of Women” by Hanna Rosin 
and “Asia’s Rise-how and when” by 
Hans Rosling. The first 
documentary compared statistics to 
show rapid improvement in the 
indicators related with the growth of 
women in the past years. The 
second focused on the analysis of 
Indian and Chinese growth in 
comparison to the developed 

countries like the US, UK and 
Japan and predicts the exact date 
that India and China will outstrip 
them. Ian McFarlane, UNFPA 
Representative highlighted the 
importance of the need for accuracy 
of data and how it is used in 
development. The documentary 
was followed by a discussion where 
Bijay Thapa and Tirtha Tamang of 
UNFPA spoke about the upcoming 
Census. They highlighted the 
census process, its obstacles and 
the importance of the data in policy 
formulation. The census 
questionnaire of Nepal was found 
out to be the longest set of 
questionnaires in the world. They 
highlighted that the primary level 
teachers are the enumerators and 
the secondary level teachers are 
the supervisors as per the census 
policy. They also mentioned that 
the census has been tried to 
engender this time through the 
participation of at least 40% of 
women in the census. The 

discussion was fruitful and 
informative.  

The second episode of the series 
screened “Inspiration In Action” to 
mark Global Youth Service Day 
(GYSD)” on April 15, 2011. GYSD 
is celebrated all around the world 
on 15, 16 and 17th of April. The 
documentary presented the role of 
the United Nations Volunteers 
(UNV) during the Tsunami in Tamil 
Nadu and election in Timor Leste. 
The show was followed by the 
discussion of International Year of 
Volunteerism (IYV) +10 with Kumar 
Khadka, the IYV+10 Coordinator of 
UNV. IYV was celebrated by in 
2001 and 2011 is its 10th 
anniversary and in South Asia, this 
year was launched in Nepal. Kumar 
spoke about the seminars and 
conferences and the initiatives that 
have been planned to make this 
year successful. He spoke further 
about the formation of the steering 
committee in Nepal and also 
discussed on the action plan, which 
has been formed recently. The 
participants were curious to join the 
UNV and the questions were also 
related with the participation in 
Volunteerism which shows the 
interest of Nepali youth towards 
volunteerism.  

“It’s just the beginning. In the 
coming episodes, we seek to cover 
larger mass of youth with more 
fruitful and productive information 
exchanges”, said Ruby Lama, 
UNYAP Panellist at the end of the 
2nd episode of UNYAP film series.   

UNYAP initiates Film Series 

UNYAP team members. 
Photo: UNFPA 

UN new links 
 Fourth United Nations Conference on the Least 

Developed Countries (9 – 13 May 2011, Istanbul, Turkey) 
English: http://www.un.org/wcm/content/site/ldc/home 
 Compact for Inclusive Growth and Prosperity: Report of 

the United Nations Secretary-General’s Eminent Persons 
Group on the Least Developed Countries 
 (Blue Ribbon Report on Least Developed Countries 

(UNLDC-IV / UN-OHRLLS) 

 English: http://www.un.org/wcm/webdav/site/ldc/shared/
EPG_Report_ENGLISH_w_v2.pdf 
 2011 General Assembly High-level Meeting on AIDS 

(New York, 8-10 June 2011) http://www.unaids.org/en/
a b o u t u n a i d s /
unitednationsdeclarationsandgoals/2011highlevelmeetingo
naids/ (interim website) 
 Uniting for universal access: towards zero new HIV 

infections, zero discrimination and zero AIDS-related 
deaths (A/65/797) English, French & Spanish: http://
www.un.org/Docs/journal/asp/ws.asp?m=A/65/797 
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FAO’s EU Food Facility project 
strives to increase and diversify 
both production and livelihood 
opportunities for landless and 
marginalized families through 
livestock production in Udayapur, 
Sindhuli, Jumla and Dolpa Districts. 

Whether by delivering livestock 
inputs, supporting animal shed 
construction, offering technical 
advice or training to farmers or 
facilitating the coordination of the 
livestock sectors including 
government agencies and NGOs, 
FAO is helping in many ways to 
build better lives of thousands of 
Nepali landless and marginalized 
households.  Nepali livelihoods are 
primarily agricultural livelihoods, 
and most households keep 
livestock such as cattle, buffaloes, 
goats, or pigs, as their assets or live 
saving. 

FAO has provided 12,726 goats 
and 1,197 piglets to 3,649 
beneficiary households in 

Udayapur, Sindhuli, Jumla and 
Dolpa District through its work with 
implementing partners. Most of the 
beneficiaries come from the lowest 
level in community that have limited 
capability to improve their livelihood 
without external help such as 
women headed family, Dalit and 
indigenous ethnic groups. Each 
household received either 4 female 
goats or 2 female piglets with 80 kg 
of essential pig starter feed.  To 
promote hygiene and sanitation, 
animal shed construction was 
introduced with provision of roofing  

FAO places a special emphasis on 
capacity building for community 
organizations, women’s roles in 
livestock and the inclusion of the 
most vulnerable populations.  In 
collaboration with the District 
Livestock Service Office (DLSO) 
and Livestock Service Centre (LSC) 
at the VDC level, trainings on goat 
and pig husbandry with the 
handbooks on goat and pig raising 

were provided to beneficiary 
households.  The formulation of 183 
livestock farmers’ groups was 
initiated, and those farmers’ groups 
were registered with DLSO.  Each 
farmer’ group is comprised of 8 to 
15 households.  For further 
promoting and supporting the 
group, FAO provided a male goat 
(buck) or male pig (boar) to each 
group.  In addition, farmers’ groups 
also received basic veterinary kits 
for animal health purpose. 

Technical expertise from FAO 
helped other partners develop 
technically sound strategies and 
interventions on livestock 
production and on Livestock 
Emergency Guidelines and 
Standards (known as “LEGS”).  
These partners included 
government agencies and NGOs. 

FAO collects and collates data and 
maps the livestock response, 
identifying gaps and monitoring 
after distribution.  As those goats 
and pigs were marked with ear 
tags, this will help us identify and 
monitor those animals in the 
villages. 

“I am so happy that FAO provided 
goats to our family.  Last two 
months ago, 4 new kids were born 
and all of them are healthy,” said a 
thirty seven year old farmer in 
Baraha VDC, Udayapur District, 
Bhayonje Sherpa.  We are 
expecting to get more goats soon 
because another 2 female goats 
receiving from FAO are also 
pregnant.   

Despite the livestock intervention of 
FAO, Dhanamaya Karki, from 
Lekguan VDC of Udayapur District, 
received 4 female males and 1 
buck for his group.  His buck can 
provide service to other households 
in his group and surrounding 
villages.  After the training, he was 
aware of inbreeding effect of goats 
in the village, Dhanamaya said. 

Livelihood opportunities to 
landless and marginalized 
families through  
livestock production 

Distribution of goats to the landless and 
marginalized farmers. 
Photo: FAO 
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KATHMANDU, 30 April— Ms. 
Nanu Maiya Giri, principal of Chuna 
Devi Lower Secondary School 
appreciates the effort of her 
community people proudly. She 
claims that it's their dedication that 
turned the catchment area of school 
into a total sanitation zone. 

According to her, after prolong 
dedication the Magar tole, Danda 
Gaunt tole, Kuwa Pani tole, Ghising 
tole and Gairi Gaun of Nagarkot 
Village Development Committee 
(VDC) were declared Open 
Defecation Free (ODF) on 25 
December, 2010 in Nagarkot.  

Earlier to this declaration, villagers 
were not aware on health and 
hygiene and open defecation used 
to be rampant. After participating in 
a training programme on School 
Led Total Sanitation (SLTS), 
organized by Department of Water 
Supply and Sewerage (DWSS) and 
UN Habitat, Nanu Maiya realized 
the importance of toilet in the 
surrounding communities of Chuna 
Devi School. She, thus, shared the 
knowledge gained from the training 
with other teaching staffs and her 
students at school, who later 

supported her in driving SLTS 
campaign in and around the school 
catchment. 

The campaign conducted various 
activities including door to door 
visit, community orientation, and 
community consultation in school 
catchment area covering 278 
household that enhanced 
community awareness on sanitation 
to the large. It helped the 
campaigners to convince many of 
community people, who expressed 
their interest to have toilet of their 
own and requested for necessary 
support. 

At the meantime, UN Habitat, Nepal 
Node for Sustainable Sanitation 
(NNSS) and DWSS came forward 
to support villagers to construct 
EcoSan toilets. Altogether 50 units 
of wet EcoSan toilets were 
constructed in the village with this 
support. The extension of these 
facilities benefited more than 250 
inhabitants, who didn't have toilet 
facility earlier. 

Similarly, two units of urine 
collection system were installed in 
the village, one at Chuna Devi 

Lower Secondary School and 
another at Centre for Human 
Resource Development Unit 
(CHRDU), DWSS for demonstration 
of urine application. The school 
collects 4-5 thousand litre urine 
every month. while around 800 litre 
urine is collected from the system at 
CHRDU. 

The villagers, who had only heard 
about urine application, started 
harvesting urine and applying in 
agriculture to supplement 
nitrogenous requirement of their 
cultivation after these constructions. 
The faeces will also be utilized as  a 
soil conditioner These practices 
helped community people decrease 
their dependency on chemical 
fertilizer; taught them the way to 
utilize human excreta; and helped 
them to grow organic food. 
Moreover, it brought behavioral 
change among villagers; decreased 
open defecation remarkably and 
improved health condition by 
improving environmental sanitation 
in the communities. 

It soon impressed other community 
people, who also started 
demanding for support to construct 
toilet at their homes. Responding 
their demand, DWSS provided 
necessary support to the villagers. 
Additional five units of EcoSan toilet 
were constructed with this support, 
while remaining 20 units are under 
construction. 

The success that the campaign 
gained and the improvement it 
brought in sanitation situation in 
these communities motivated Nanu 
Maiya and other campaigners to 
increase their dedication in the 
campaign. They are now making a 
broad vision to declare Nagarkot 
VDC as a whole ODF. Therefore, 
they have recently expanded their 
catchment area to Pipalbot and 
Lamatole. They are constructing 40 
units of EcoSan toilets in these new 
communities in their first phase and 
planning to expand activities 
gradually. 

UN Habitat supporting 
EcoSan Toilet Promotional 
Campaign in Nagarkot 

Nanu Maiya Sharing her experience.  
Photo: UN-HABITAT 
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KATHMANDU, 30 April—Although 
about 80 percent of the Nepali 
people have access to water supply 
facilities, only 43 percent have 
toilets. This is a major cause for the 
spread of water-borne diseases, 
which results in the death of about 
10,500 children under the age of 
five each year. The Government of 
Nepal has set a target of 100 % 
water and sanitation coverage by 
2017, and it is working with various 
other organizations to meet this 
target. One such initiative is the 
Global Sanitation Fund (GSF) 
programme in Nepal, which was 
launched in October 2010 and is 
now moving ahead in full swing. 
GSF programme in Nepal will reach 
5 districts, one from each 
Development Region of Nepal and 
will also cover the three ecological 
regions viz; Mountains, Hills and 
Plains. GSF has targeted 225 
VDCs and 4 Municipalities from 
these 5 districts including an 
additional municipality from Kailali 
District. During a meeting of the 
National Coordinating Body (NCB) 

for GSF in Nepal in early January, 
the five focus districts were 
selected based on set criteria. The 
districts selected are Bajura, 
Bardiya, Arghakhanchi, 
Sindhupalchock and Sunsari. 
Similarly the municipalities which 
the GSF will work in are Dharan, 
Gulariya, Inaruwa, Itahari and 
Tikapur.  In addition, the GSF also 
aims to support to the three 
sanitation model districts viz. 
Chitwan, Kaski and Tanahun that 
are driving to achieve total 
sanitation coverage. 

The GSF Programme aims to 
stimulate community action for 
achieving open defecation free 
status through demand driven 
approach, develop capacity of 
stakeholders at all levels, 
strengthen national sanitation 
sector strategies and record and 
use lessons learned to support the 
scaling up in other districts focusing 
on strategies for accelerating 
progress towards the national and 
MDG sanitation targets.   

In order to achieve the objectives, 
GSF will be working closely with 
local partners, including central and 
local government bodies, Sub-
grantees and sector stakeholders. 
GSF has already shortlisted 27 
potential Sub-grantees through call 
for expression of interest. Request 
for proposals (RFPs) have been 
issued for 11 sub-grants under the 
different components for Bajura and 
Bardiya Districts and Tikapur and 
Gulariya Municipalities for the first 
funding round. A two-day 
orientation workshop (20-21 April 
2011) was recently organized prior 
to proposal submission for the 
shortlisted Sub-grantees in 
Kathmandu with an objective to 
provide basic understanding on 
GSF and sanitation sector activities 
and to clarify more on the pertinent 
issues. NCB members, Country 
Programme Monitor (CPM) and 
other concerned stakeholders 
including donors were also invited 
on the occasion in order to 
strengthen sector collaboration and 
coordination. The GSF programme 
plans to mobilize the Sub-grantees 
in the programme areas under first 
funding round by June 2011.      

Global Sanitation Fund 
Moves Ahead in Full Swing 
in Nepal  

Speakers at the programme.  
Photo: UN-HABITAT 
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Triggering denotes the process of 
awakening, sensitizing, stimulating 
and activating people for instant 
sanitation actions. Sector triggering 
denotes the process of sensitizing 
different development sector 
stakeholders. The concept of 
‘sector triggering’ has emerged as 
an innovative initiative in the 
country to mainstream efforts of 
different sector actors to promote 
sanitation in the form of an 
aggressive social movement and to 
ensure stakeholders’ collective 
efforts for serving the un-served. 
The strength of sector triggering is 
to accumulate the energy and 
efforts of development sectors 
actors to run sanitation campaign 
simultaneously from all segments of 
development intervention so as to 
mainstream the entire communities 
by adopting the principle of 
‘community good’ in sanitation. The 
impact of sector triggering has been 
found noteworthy especially in 
establishing pro-sanitation values in 
the domain of development and 
mainstreaming local bodies, 
schools and communities in 
planning and resource mobilization. 
Increasing involvement of actors 
belonging to water supply and 
sanitation, health, education, local 
development and women 
development in total sanitation has 
generated a proper working 
environment to back up sanitation 
actions collectively. The innovative 
concept of sector triggering has 
emerged as an evolutionary 
process of total sanitation. Unlike 

the traditionally run project based 
enterprise of water supply and 
sanitation sector, the sector 
triggering brings together all 
stakeholders in a common platform 
to look sanitation as a matter of 
their collective concern as well as 
collective responsibility. The sector 
triggering approach internalizes the 
core human values such as health, 
wealth, happiness, dignity, identity 
and development. These cross-
cutting value-based issues could be 
ensured optimally only when there 
is togetherness, integration, alliance 
and collaboration of concerned 
stakeholders. Under the concept of 
sector triggering, all who can affect 
and are affected by sanitation are 
recognized as stakeholders for 
making sanitation a movement. It 
wholeheartedly relies on the basic 
philosophy of community triggering 
and alliance building widely 
advocated through Community Led 
Total Sanitation (CLTS) and School 
Led Total sanitation (SLTS) 
approaches respectively. Sector 
triggering recognizes the combined 
efforts of different sector actors to 
speed up sanitation action in the 
form of a social movement. For this, 
the tools of sector triggering are 
applied in such a way that all the 
sector actors see sanitation as the 
key entry and exit points of their 
entire development interventions. 
For sector triggering, stakeholders 
must trust partners and work 
together in a spirit of cooperation. 
Sector triggering was strongly 
recognized in the country due to the 

inadequate pace and progress 
achieved through patchy planning 
and implementation arrangements 
held by different stakeholders in a 
divergent manner. Unlike the 
traditionally held community 
triggering approaches, the concept 
of sector triggering has been 
adopted to address the 
shortcomings of the existing 
sanitation approaches in terms of 
broad based alliance, wider sectoral 
linkages, comprehensive planning, 
effective community mobilization, 
massive resource pooling 
arrangements, wider political 
mobilization and scaling up of 
sanitation service at scale.      

Emergence 

I introduced the concept and tools 
of sector triggering in the Trainings 
of Trainers organized in Nepalgunj 
in 2010 by the Regional Water 
Supply and Sanitation Coordination 
Committee in Surkhet, UNICEF and 
stakeholders. This new paradigm of 
sector triggering has prepared a 
strong ground work to build up 
broad-based alliance among sector 
stakeholders and synergizing 
collaborative efforts for achieving 
the common goal of total sanitation. 
The Surkhet Decleration 2010 and 
the concept of Comprehensive and 
Accelerated Sanitation and Hygiene 
(CASH) put forward by the 
Nepalgung Commitments 2010 
created a solid foundation for sector 
triggering. The CASH advocates in 
aligning for action to make diarrheal 
epidemic a history in mid and far 
western regions.  

Tips, Ways and Frameworks for 
Triggering Sector Actors 

 Tips 
Role: Spell out clear cut roles 
and responsibilities of sector 
actors along with their space in 
the frameworks of sanitation 
development.  

 Recognition: Highlight one's 

 
An Approach for Enhancing 
Broad Based Alliance in 
Sanitation 
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own contributions in sanitation 
with evidences and examples.  

 Reference model: Recognize 
the individuals and institutions 
by comparing them with 
'renowned model figures' and 
'reputed organizations'. 

 Comparison: Do comparison 
with others in terms of their 
contribution and strengths. 

 Prospects: Share the solid 
prospects to be brought through 
sanitation activities in sectoral 
developments. 

 New role: Accord 'new titles' for 
'new roles'.  

 Data: Share the evidence-
based data and information that 
shows strong linkages between 
sanitation and other sectoral 
development. 

 Death and drudgery: Show 
pictures, share data and 
highlight some typical cases 
depicting the death and 
drudgery resulting from poor 
hygiene and sanitation. 

 Collective sentiment: Cash the 
collective sentiment of 
'communities', 'villages', 
'groups' and 'class' in such a 
way it arouse their class/group 
consciousness through naming 
and shaming, blaming or 
appreciating. 

 Promote the value that counts 
much: Use the strengths and 
credibility one possesses while 
persuading communities for 
improved sanitation.  

Themes  

The following themes have been 
highlighted to trigger the sector 
actors belonging to education, 

health, local development and 
women development sectors: 

Education  

 Name, fame and credit of the 
educational institutions. 

 Extended networks. 

 Transfusion and re-socialization 
for pro-sanitation culture, norms 
and values. 

  Increased opportunities 
through improved sanitation.  

 Human values based hygiene 
and sanitation education for 
progress and prosperity. 

Health  

 Existence of intensive, effective 
and efficient networks. 

 Evidence-based intervention. 

 High level of credibility in matter 
of sanitation development. 

 Recommendations for toilets.  

 Reduced burden through 
improved sanitation.  

Local Development 

 Legal mandate to function as 
an autonomous entity. 

 Political will, strengths and 
commitments are embedded. 

 Umbrella institution of the entire 
gamut of local development 
including sanitation. 

 Has mandate to enter 
Memorandum of Understanding 
based partnership with any 
sector actors. 

 Abundant resources. 

 Strengthened administrative, 
legal and developmental 
networks. 

 Has legal mandate to formulate 
desired local level policy and 
norms. 

 Women Development 

 Lactating pro-sanitation ethics 
and culture. 

 Issues of comfort, privacy and 
dignity. 

 Reduction of poor sanitation 
induced burden.  

 Right holders, choosers and 
decision makers. 

 

Frameworks for 
Mainstreaming Sector 
Actors 

 Make representative theme and 
result areas through common 
slogan and planning 
frameworks. 

 Enhance reliance and alliance 
for sectoral inputs through 
unified planning. 

 Set formal and informal multi-
stakeholders forum for 
institutionalization and 
collaboration. 

 Engage individual to integrate 
their roles for mass action. 

 Organize campaigns for mass 
sensitization. 

 Run the movement 
simultaneously from all areas. 

Kamal Adhikari, Sociologist, Global 
Sanitation Fund Program/UN-
Habitat Nepal 
(kamal.adhikari@unhabitat.org.np) 
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KATHMANDU, 6 April – On World 
Health Day 2011, WHO is urging 
intensified global commitment to 
safeguard antibiotics for future 
generations. Growing resistance by 
microbes to antibiotics threatens 
the continued effectiveness of many 
medicines.  WHO has therefore 
made antimicrobial resistance the 
theme of this year’s World Health 
Day.  
We depend on antibiotics and other 
antimicrobial medicines to treat 
conditions that would otherwise be 
fatal. Antimicrobial resistance is 
drug resistance that renders these 
medicines ineffective. WHO is 
urging governments and 
stakeholders to implement policies 
and practices to prevent and 
counter the emergence of highly 
resistant microorganisms. Although 

antimicrobial resistance is not a 
new problem, it is fast becoming 
more dangerous. 

“The time for sustained action is 
now, since we are slowly but surely 
moving towards a reversion to the 
dreadful pre-antibiotic era”, said Dr. 
Samlee Plianbangchang, WHO’s 
Regional Director for South-East 
Asia. “If that happens, death and 
disease due to untreatable 
infectious diseases will become the 
biggest obstacle to poverty 
alleviation, development, and global 
efforts to make the world a better 
and more healthy place”. 
In WHO’s South-East Asia Region, 
inadequate quality, misuse and 
poor access to drugs continue to be 
major components of the 
widespread inappropriate use of 

antibiotics. Antimicrobial resistance 
also has enormous social and 
personal costs. When infections 
become resistant to first-line 
antibiotics treatment has to shift to 
second- and third-line drugs, which 
are nearly always much more 
expensive and sometimes more 
toxic as well. The drugs needed to 
treat multidrug-resistant 
tuberculosis (MDR-TB) are over 
100 times more expensive than the 
first-line drugs. In some countries 
the high cost is prohibitive, with the 
result that some of these cases can 
no longer be treated. Similarly, the 
emergence of resistance in HIV to 
currently effective drugs could 
destroy the hopes of survival for 
millions of people living with HIV. 
Discovery, development and 
distribution of new antibiotics is a 
long, drawn out and expensive 
process. After investing millions of 
dollars and years of research, when 
a new antibiotic becomes available, 
its misuse renders it ineffective in a 
very short time. 
 
Member States in South-East Asia 
need to take up this challenge and 
establish monitoring mechanisms 
and remedial actions at all levels. 
Combating antimicrobial resistance 
is a challenge that cannot be 
addressed by health administrators 
alone. Misuse of antibiotics by 
prescribers and users have 
behavioural, educational, ethical 
and economic dimensions which 
demand concerted and sustained 
actions by all sectors of society. 
Weak pharmaceutical regulatory 
mechanisms in most developing 
countries also permit the availability 
of antibiotics of questionable quality 
and the unauthorized sale of these 
antibiotics.  
On 7 April, World Health Day, WHO 
is urging all stakeholders to 
promote rational use of antibiotics 
in the fight against infectious 
diseases. 
 
All press releases, fact sheets and 
other WHO media material may be 
found at: www.searo.who.int 
 
 

Rational use of antibiotics is 
critical to fight against 
infectious diseases: WHO 
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UN Event for May 
 Sun, May 03: World 

Press Freedom Day 
World Press Freedom Day was 
established by the General 
Assembly of the United Nations 
in December, 1993, as an 
outgrowth of the Seminar on 
Promoting an Independent and 
Pluralistic African Press. This 
Seminar took p lace in 

Windhoek, Namibia, in 1991 and led to the adoption of the 
Windhoek Declaration on Promoting Independent and 
Pluralistic Media (www.misanet.org/charters/windhoek.html). 
The Windhoek Declaration called for the establishment, 
maintenance and fostering of an independent, pluralistic and 
free press and emphasized the importance of a free press to 
the development and maintenance of democracy in a nation, 
and for economic development. World Press Freedom Day is 
celebrated annually on May 3rd, the date on which the 
Windhoek Declaration was adopted. http://www.un.org/
depts/dhl/press 
 

 Fri, 15 May: International Day Of Families 
The United Nations General Assembly, in its resolution 
47/237 of 20 September 1993, proclaimed that 15 May of 
every year shall be observed as the International Day of 
Families. This annual observance reflects the importance 
which the international community attaches to families as 
basic units of society as well as its concern regarding their 
situation around the world. The International Day of Families 
provides an opportunity to promote awareness of issues 
relating to families as well as to promote appropriate action. 
The Day can become a powerful mobilizing factor on behalf of 
families in all countries, which avail themselves of this 
opportunity and demonstrate support of family issues 
appropriate to each society. http://www.un.org/esa/
socdev/family/IntObs/IDF/IDFframe.htm 
 

 Sun, 17 May: World Information Society 
Day 

On 27 March 2006, the General Assembly adopted 
Resolution A/RES/60/252 proclaiming 17 May as annual World 
Information Society Day. This Day will help raise awareness of 
the possibilities that the use of the Internet and other 
information communications technologies (ICTs) can bring to 
societies and economies, as well as of ways to bridge the 
digital divide. http://www.un.org/Depts/dhl/events/
infosociety/index.html 
 

 Thu, 21 May: World Day For Cultural 
Diversity For Dialogue And Development 

Further to the adoption of the Universal Declaration on 
Cultural Diversity by UNESCO on November 2001, the 
General Assembly, in Resolution 57/249, welcomed the 
Declaration and the main lines of an Action Plan for its 
implementation, and proclaimed 21 May the World Day for 
Cultural Diversity for Dialogue and Development. The Day 
provides us with an opportunity to deepen our understanding 
of the values of cultural diversity and to learn to “live 
together” better. UNESCO continues to promote greater 
awareness of the crucial relationship between culture and 
development and the important role of information and 
communication technologies in this relationship. http://
www.un.org/depts/dhl/cultural_diversity 
 

 Fri, 22 May: International Day For 
Biological Diversity 

The United Nations has proclaimed May 22, the International 
Day for Biological Diversity, to increase understanding and 
awareness of biodiversity issues. Biodiversity is the source of 
the essential goods and ecological services that constitute the 
source of life for all. The celebration each year of the 
International Day for Biological Diversity is an occasion to 
reflect on our responsibility to safeguard this precious 
heritage for future generations. 
 

 Sun,  31 May : World No-Tobacco Day 
World No Tobacco Day is observed around the world every 
year on May 31. The member states of the World Health 
Organization created World No Tobacco Day in 1987. It 
draws global attention to the tobacco epidemic and to the 
preventable death and disease it causes. It aims to reduce the 
3.5 million yearly deaths from tobacco related health 
problems. 
 

 Sat, 9 May: World Vesak Day  
The UN General Assembly acknowledging the hope 
expressed by the International Buddhist Conference, held in 
Sri Lanka in November 1998, that the Day of Vesak, the Day 
of the Full Moon in the month of May each year, be 
internationally recognized and, in particular, at United Nations 
Headquarters and other United Nations Offices, Considering 
that international recognition at United Nations Headquarters 
and other United Nations Offices would constitute 
acknowledgement of the contribution that Buddhism, one of 
the oldest religions in the world, has made, for over two and 
a half millennia, and continues to make to the spirituality of 
humanity, Resolves that, without cost to the United Nations, 
appropriate arrangements shall be made for international 
observances of Vesak at United Nations Headquarters and 
other United Nations Offices.  


