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Mohan Khatri, who is one of the 
Verified Minors and Late Recruits 
(VMLRs), aims to be a successful 
entrepreneur in future. 

Twenty-one-year-old Khatri has 
been operating a mobile phone 
maintenance shop near Guna 
Colony at Sinamangal of 
Kathmandu for the past six months. 

He has started such a self-

employment generating enterprise 
after completing a training 
programme under the rehabilitation 
package of the UN Interagency 
Rehabilitation Programme (UNIRP). 

After being discharged from a 
Maoist cantonment, he took part in 
the training programme. “The 
rehabilitation package has 
enhanced my level of confidence to 
do something on my own for 

making a living.” he adds. 

“I am happy that I have been able 
to run this shop. I have invested 
about Rs. 100,000 in this venture,” 
he says. 

According to him, his average daily 
income is about Rs. 350. He pays 
Rs. 2,000 per month as a house 
rent for the shop. 

The resident of Hokse Village 
Development Committee (VDC) of 
Kavrepalanchowk district has joined 
the Maoist army while studying in 
class eight. Including his wife, there 
are a total of eight members in his 
family. 

As he is belongs to a poor family, it 
has been very difficult for him to 
manage financial resources. “I have 
brought about Rs. 60,000 from my 
home and borrowed the remaining 
amount from my brother-in-law and 
friends,” he says. 

Under the UNIRP’s rehabilitation 
package, he has received 
counseling and the cell phone 
repairs training. He also maintains 
computers. 

“As the cell phone technology 
always keeps changing, the skills I 
gained from the training are not 
sufficient for me. If I get advanced 
level training, I could make an 
additional income,” he says. 

He urges the UNIRP and other 
concerned agencies to provide 
additional amounts as a loan or 
assistance for expanding his 
business. 

“I could make more progresses if I 
have some more funds. When I 
started this venture, I have felt a 
dire need for additional training and 
resources in order to run my 
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Rehabilitation Scheme for 
ex-Maoist combatants  
gains ground 

“ The programme is facilitating the rehabilitation of VMLRs 
into urban society to enable them to earn their livelihood 
through range of training and education packages. Some 

of the dischargees have successfully returned to communities 
and are living productive lives. 

Mohan Khatri, who is one of the Verified 
Minors and Late Recruits (VMLRs), aims to 
be a successful entrepreneur in future. 
Photo: UNIRP 
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business in a more effective 
manner,” he says. 

This might only be the tips of the 
iceberg. As of February 28, 2011, a 
total of 2416 (60 percent of the 
4,008 VMLRs contacted the 
programme), 2027 have received 
counseling and referred to access 
the packages. Altogether 830 are 
undertaking training or education 
packages and 483 have completed 
training packages. Of the total 398 
participants who could be 
monitored after completing their 
training, 150 graduates are already 
employed or have started their 
businesses. 

Gillian Mellsop, Country 
Representative of UNICEF-Nepal, 
says that the response from the 
target group to the programme was 
positive. “We have already received 
calls from 83 percent of the VMLRs 
who participated in the formal 

discharge ceremonies and 70 
percent of them have already 
registered in one of the 
rehabilitation packages provided 
under the programme. Calls to out 
Toll Free No 1660-01-77888 are 
increasing day by day,” she says. 

She says that the rehabilitation 
programme is offering post-training 
support such as linkages to 
employment opportunities and 
micro-credit programmes. 

“Many of the combatants had high 
expectations and then UN did not 
have the opportunity to provide 
one-to-one counseling with VMLRs 
before the discharge. This would 
have allowed proper counseling to 
manage their expectations and 
would have enabled the UN to tailor 
packages that met aspirations,” she 
adds. 

She says that women, in particular, 

face additional challenges on 
returning to communities which are 
compounded by either being 
pregnant or having small children to 
take care of. “The reintegration 
programme provides special 
support to female VMLRs to help 
them overcome these challenges,” 
she says. 

Talking about the impact of the 
programme, she says that the 
programme is facilitating the 
rehabilitation of VMLRs into urban 
society to enable them to earn their 
livelihood through range of training 
and education packages. “Some of 
the dischargees have successfully 
returned to communities and are 
living productive lives,” she says. 

As a joint effort between UNDP, 
UNICEF, UNFPA and ILO, the 
UNIRP is based on humanitarian 
assistance and is critical to achieve 
the goal of peace process. 

Event of Calendar: April 
 Thursday, 2 April: World Autism Day  

On Tuesday 18 December 2007, the General Assembly 
adopted a resolution to designate 2 April as World Autism 
Day.   
 
The day will mark the beginning of Autism Month and is 
meant to raise awareness about the disease and  encourage 
research and early childhood screening.  
  

 Saturday, 4 April: International Day For 
Mine Awareness And Assistance In Mine 
Action  

http://www.mineaction.org  
The United Nations General Assembly 
has declared 4 April the International 
Day for Mine Awareness and Assistance 
in Mine Action. The day will raise 
awareness about landmines and 
progress toward their eradication.  
 
April 4 was designated as a day of 
remembrance by UN Resolution A/
c.4/60/L.7/rev.1 on November 8, 2005.  
 

 Tuesday, 7 April: World 
Health Day  

http://www.un.org/Depts/dhl/health  
Each year on April 7th, the world celebrates World Health 
Day. On this day around the globe, thousands of events mark 
the importance of health for productive and happy lives.  
  

 Thursday, 23 April:  World Book And 
Copyright Day  

http://www.un.org/depts/dhl/book  
23 April is a symbolic date for world literature for on this 
date in 1616, Cervantes, Shakespeare and Inca Garcilaso de la 
Vega all died. It is also the date of birth or death of other 
prominent authors such as Maurice Druon, Haldor K.Laxness, 
Vladimir Nabokov, Josep Pla and Manuel Mejía Vallejo.   
 

It was a natural choice for 
UNESCO's General Conference, 
held in Paris in 1995, to pay a world-
wide tribute to books and authors 
on this date, encouraging everyone, 
and in particular young people, to 
discover the pleasure of reading and 
gain a renewed respect for the 
irreplaceable contributions of those 
who have furthered the social and 
cultural progress of humanity. In this 
respect, UNESCO created both the 
World Book and Copyright Day and 
the UNESCO Prize for Children's 
and Young People's Literature in the 
Service of Tolerance. 
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KATHMANDU, 18 March— 
Representatives of 17 countries 
from South and Southeast Asia, as 
well as international and regional 
organizations, including the United 
Nations and civil society 
organizations were invited to 
Kathmandu, Nepal, from 15 to 18 
March to document and distill best 
and promising practices and 
lessons learnt from experiences on 
armed violence reduction and 
prevention programmes within the 
South and Southeast Asia region 
and beyond. The seminar was 
preceded by a one-day preparatory 
workshop for civil society 
organizations from the region. The 
regional seminar was organized by 
the UN Regional Centre for Peace 
and Disarmament in Asia and the 

Pacific (UNRCPD) and co-hosted 
by the Government of Nepal with 
the support of the Bureau for Crisis 
Prevention and Recovery of the UN 
Development Programme and 
Geneva Declaration on Armed 
Violence and Development 
Secretariat, and with the financial 
support of the Government of 
Switzerland.  

Officially opened by Hon. Barsaman 
Pun, Minister for Peace and 
Reconstruction of Nepal, the 
seminar addressed the intersection 
of armed violence and development 
and strengthened government 
commitments to develop armed 
violence reduction and prevention 
programmes in the region. With the 
support of regional and international 

experts, participants focused on 
topics related to armed violence, 
including youth, gender and urban 
and rural violence. Break out 
groups identified a catalogue of 
regional best and promising 
practices on armed violence 
reduction and prevention. They 
highlighted that the media can play 
a positive role in preventing and 
denouncing armed violence. 
Government cooperation with civil 
society organizations and the 
private sector is seen as another 
good practice as it has a large 
potential to deliver social services 
to reduce armed violence. Similarly, 
community based approaches such 
as local policing have successfully 
been employed to complement 
national capacities throughout the 
region. Participants also 
emphasised that reliable data on 
armed violence, and evidence and 
research-based policy making are 
key to implement concrete 
measures addressing armed 
violence reduction and prevention. 
This also requires ownership, 
responsibility and increased 
cooperation on a local, national but 
also regional level. Particular 
attention should be paid to the 
incorporation of a gender 
perspective.  

The seminar proved to be a timely 
effort to address an urgent issue in 
South and Southeast Asia. It paved 
the way for increased efforts by 
actors in the region and served its 
purpose in increasing awareness of 
a complex issue, identifying best 
and promising practices and 
existing needs, fostering inter 
sectoral and inter regional 
cooperation, and outlining ways 
forward and mechanisms for 
assistance to reduce and prevent 
armed violence. 

UN Regional Best and 
Promising Practices 
Seminar on Armed Violence 
Reduction and Prevention 
for South and Southeast 
Asia held in Kathmandu 

Minister for Peace and Reconstruction of 
Nepal Hon’bl. Barsaman Pun (Left) and 
Swiss Ambassador to Nepal Thomas Gass 
addressing the seminar. 
 
Photo: UNRCPD 
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KATHMANDU, 1 March— Nepal 
has made significant improvements 
in terms of enrolment at all levels of 
education, according to the 
Education for All Global Monitoring 
Report 2011. For example, the 
number of children enrolled in 
primary education increased by 1.2 
million between 1999 and 2008. 
However, the report also states that 
the high dropout rate of 38 per cent 
affects the gains in enrolment. 

As far is adult literacy is concerned, 
the report warns that Nepal is 
among those countries that are 
likely to miss the goal of halving the 
number of women and men who 
cannot read and write by 2015. 
Although Nepal achieved an adult 
literacy rate of 58 per cent in 2008, 
which represents a 25 point 
increase since 1994, the country 
had nearly 7.6 million illiterate 
adults in 2008 and needs to 
intensify its efforts to ensure 
universal literacy.  

But as the report also indicates, the 
world in general is not on track to 
achieve the goal of literacy for all by 

2015. The situation 
is particularly 
worrying in South 
and West Asia, 
where the literacy 
rate stood in 2008 at 
only 62 per cent 
compared to the 
global literacy rate of 
83 per cent. Out of a 
total 796 million 
illiterate adults, 

South and West Asia is home to 
412 million illiterate adults, 63 per 
cent of them being women.  

The Education for All Global 
Monitoring Report 2011 titled: “The 
hidden crisis: Armed conflict and 
education,” tracks progress and 
achievements of more than 200 
countries and territories across the 
world with respect to all six goals of 
Education for All. These are related 
to early childhood care and 
education, universal primary/basic 
education, youth and adult learning 
needs, adult literacy, gender parity 
and equality in education and 
quality of education.  

In addition to providing a detailed 
account of the progress towards 
achieving Education for All goals 
worldwide, the report examines 
widespread human rights abuses 
keeping children out- of-school. The 
report highlights perceptions of 
unfairness related to education as a 
powerful source of grievance. Many 
parents see education as a route 
out of poverty and into employment. 
If children are denied an equal 

opportunity because of ethnicity, 
language, religion or location, it 
intensifies group-based grievance. 

“In Nepal, poverty and exclusion, 
particularly among marginalized 
castes and ethnic groups in rural 
areas, were key factors driving the 
decade-long insurgency. 
Recruitment of schoolchildren was 
particularly prominent in areas 
where socio-economic or ethnic 
exclusion was most apparent,” 
stated the report.  

The report documents the 
damaging consequences of conflict, 
especially in the poorest countries, 
which is destroying educational 
opportunities for millions of children.  

The report stated: “Violent conflict is 
destroying not just school 
infrastructure, but also the hopes 
and ambitions of a whole 
generation of children.” 

The UNESCO Office in Kathmandu 
will formally present the report on 4 
March 2011 from 3pm to 4.30pm at 
the Ministry of Education at 
Kesharmahal in Kathmandu. The 
presentation will be hosted by the 
Nepal National Commission for 
UNESCO. Senior officials of the 
Ministry of Education, EFA 
development partners, and 
representatives of teacher unions 
are expected to participate in the 
launch.  

The Report is available at: 
www.efareport.unesco.org   

Nepal makes 
significant 
improvement in 
education enrolment: 
UNESCO Report 
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KATHMANDU, 4 March—The 
winner of the 10th International 
Children's Future Award Miss 
Cheten Doka Sherpa was honoured 
amid an ‘Award Distribution and 
Felicitation Ceremony’ organized by 
UN Habitat on 4 March, 2011 in 
Lalitpur. Ms. Sherpa is a sixth 
grader student studying at Daffodil 
Public School of Nepal. 

She had been felicitated for her 
success at 10th World Habitat Day 
Children's Drawing Contest 
organized by UN Habitat Regional 
Office for Asia and Pacific – 
Fukuoka, Japan to mark the World 
Habitat Day 2010. The competition 
had been held on the theme "Better 
City, Better Life". 

At the felicitation ceremony, Ms. 
Gillian Mellsop, representative at 
UNICEF Nepal handed over the 
award and certificate to Ms. 
Sherpa, and said that this kind of 
art competition had provided space 
to the children to express their 
opinion about urban environment. 

Habitat Programme Manager at UN 
Habitat Nepal Mr. Padma Sundar 
Joshi believed that the contest had 
got success to present the pictures 

of the cities in the way children 
understand and expect. 

At the contest, eight hundred eighty 
five students from 10 different 
countries in Asia and the Pacific 
Region including Far East Russia 
participated, and 12 students 
among them were awarded in six 
categories. 

Ms. Sherpa won the Children's 
Future Award on behalf of Nepal by 
submitting her drawing of an 
environmentally sound city. She 
had tried to present the impact of 
global warming on the mountain 
environment in her art. 

UN Habitat had published all 12 
award winning drawings in its 2011 
calendar, which had been provided 
to all participating students and 
schools. 

World Habitat Day is celebrated on 
first Monday of October every year. 
UN Habitat Regional Office for Asia 
and Pacific – Fukuoka, Japan 
organizes the World Habitat Day 
Children's Drawing Contest every 
year on this occasion. 

Nepali Student honoured 
with Children's  
Future Award   

Participants of Award Distribution and 
Felicitation Ceremony.  
Photo: UNIC 

The winner of the 10th International 
Children’s Future Award Miss Cheten Doka 
Sherpa with UNICEF Representative Ms. 
Gillian Mellsop and UN Habitat Programme 
Manager Mr. Padma Sundar Joshi at the 
Award Distribution and Felicitation 
Ceremony.  
Photo: UNIC 
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KATHMANDU, 22 March— At the 
time when the global community 
was observing World Water Day 
(WWD)- 2011, Nepal celebrated 
National Water Week 2011 from 17- 
22 March, 2011 to mark the WWD 
2011 at national level. This year 
WWD 2011 had been dedicated to 
the theme "Water and 
Urbanization", with slogan "Water 
for Cities: Responding to the Urban 
Challenges". 

The Nepal National Water Week 
Organizing Committee 
(NNWWOC), chaired by Water and 
Energy Commission Secretariat, 
Government of Nepal (WECS/
GoN), coordinated several activities 
during a week long programme. UN 
Habitat associated with NNWWOC 
as an active coalition organization 
to participate in NWW- 2011 and 
provided support in different events 
held to celebrate NWW. 

The WECS, Centre of Research for 
Environment Energy and Water, 
and the Small Earth Nepal 
organized the "Second National 
Symposium on Challenges and 
Opportunities for Sustainable 
Management of Groundwater 
Resources of the Kathmandu 
Valley, Nepal" was organized in 
Kathmandu on 22 March, 2011. 

The symposium aimed at sharing 
the knowledge on quantitative and 
qualitative management of 
groundwater use in the Kathmandu 
Valley along with its legislative 
issues. In addition, the programme 
had also been expected to identify 
remedial measures to improve 
quality of groundwater in the valley, 
and raise awareness on 
significance of groundwater and its 
current status in the Kathmandu 
Valley among stakeholders, sector 
player and high level policy-makers. 

As an associate partner of 
organizing committee, UN Habitat 
participated at the symposium and 
Padma Sundar Joshi, Habitat 
Programme Manager, UN Habitat 
shared about the challenges of 
urban water management in 
Kathmandu Valley at the 
programme. He believed that urban 
dwellers including denizen of 
Kathmandu are compel to dig 
deeper and exploit fossil water due 
to acute water shortage in cities. 
Therefore, he stressed on urgent 
need for a national dialogue on 
urban water management. 

At the programme, experts 
discussed on community based 
water management and its 
challenges, river pollution rainwater 

recharge, ownership and 
groundwater issues, drinking water 
quality, wastewater treatment, and 
groundwater management in Asia-
Pacific. 

Meanwhile, a sharing workshop 
was also held in Lalitpur to share 
about different aspects of rain water 
harvesting and discuss on 
challenges related to water supply 
in urban areas. The workshop had 
been coordinated by the Society of 
Public Health Engineers, Nepal 
(SOPHEN) with support of 
Department of Water Supply and 
Sewerage (DWSS), UN Habitat and 
World Health Organization (WHO) 
and Rural Water Supply and 
Sanitation Fund Development 
Board (RWSSFB).  

The workshop recommended for 
rainwater harvesting for drinking as 
well as ground water recharging 
purpose. It also suggested the 
policy makers to address the issues 
related to water sources and its 
ownership. The experts also urged 
the Kathmandu Upatyaka 
Khanepani Limited (KUKL) for 
improving its management and 
reviewing the water tariff. 

Amid the sharing workshop, a 
journal of water, sanitation, health 

UN Habitat celebrates World 
Water Day 2011 

Participants on the workshop.  
 
Photo: UNHABITAT 
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and environment was also 
released. 

UN Habitat also celebrated WWD- 
2011 in WAC Project areas outside 
Kathmandu Valley. The Sukekhola 
Community of Kamalamai 
Municipality was declared Open 
Defecation Free (ODF) on this 
occasion. 

The community had been declared 
ODF amid a function organized by 

the Sukekhola Environment 
Improvement Committee and the 
New Star Child Club.  

Earlier, only 12 out of 88 
households in Sukekhola had toilet 
facility. Locals used to practice 
open defecation owing to lack of 
toilets in their houses. 

In 2009 AD, the Sukekhola 
Environment Improvement 
Committee and the Centre for 
Integrated Urban Development with 
support of UN Habitat and Water 
Aid Nepal initiated water and 
sanitation improvement activities in 

Sukekhola under Kamalamai 
Integrated Water, Sanitation and 
Hygiene programme. 

The programme supported the 
villagers to construct toilet in the 
remaining 66 households. It also 
conducted various water and 
sanitation activities in the 
community to enhance their 
knowledge on health and hygiene, 
which in turn helped villagers to 
declare their community ODF. After 
this declaration, Sukekhola has 
become the first ODF community in 
Kamalamai Municipality. 

A programme on Open Defecation Free at 
Sukekhola. 
 
Photo: UNHABITAT 

A new website recently launched by 
the UNESCO Office in Kathmandu 
aims to provide a more 
comprehensive service to users 
through a new, more ergonomic 
design that better reflects 
UNESCO’s overall online identity. 

The website includes three main 
pages: Homepage; Action of Areas; 
and About this Office. The 
homepage includes different 
sections such as Infocus; 
Highlights; Latest News; Latest 
Publications; Hotlinks; and links to 

UNESCO Resources.  

The Action of Areas page has 
information on the thematic areas 
the Office has been working on in 
the areas of education, natural 
sciences, culture, communication 
and information.  

Specific information on the Office, 
such as the Office’s Mission 
Statement, staff information, news 
archive, publications etc., can be 
accessed in the About the Office 
page. 

The website also has links to social 
networking sites such as the 
UNESCO Kathmandu Office’s 
Facebook page, and other sites 
such as Twitter, You Tube, etc. 

For more information about the new 
website, please access the link 
below: 

www.unesco.org/new/en/
kathmandu/ 

 

 

UNESCO Office in Kathmandu launches 
new website — www.unesco.org/new/en/kathmandu/ 
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KATHMANDU, 8 March: The 
UNESCO Office in Kathmandu 
celebrated International Women’s 
Day on March 8 under the theme: 
“Equal access to education, training 
and science and technology: 
Pathway to decent work for 
women.”  

The Director of UNESCO Irina 
Bokova said in her message to 
mark International Women’s Day, 
2011: “Gender equality is a red 
thread weaving through all 
UNESCO activities to promote 
international cooperation in 
education, the sciences, culture, 
communication and education”.  

“We seek to promote basic human 
rights in order to transform our 
societies and lay the foundations for 
equitable and sustainable human 
development.” 

To ensure equality education for 

girls and women in Nepal and to 
support in building an effective 
national education system, the 
UNESCO Office in Kathmandu, in 
collaboration with the Ministry of 
Education and UNICEF, has 
provided training for gender focal 
points to enhance their knowledge 
and understanding of gender 
mainstreaming in education.  

In addition, the UNESCO Office in 
Kathmandu conducted situational 
analysis in 2010 on gender 
responsive budgeting in the 
education sector in Nepal. The 
findings of the study will be utilized 
in planning activities on achieving 
gender equality in education in 
Nepal. The Gender in Education 
Network in Asia-Pacific (GENIA) 
toolkit is disseminated jointly with 
government counterparts and 
UNGEI groups, especially UNICEF 
and UNFPA. 

In view of accelerating progress 
towards achieving the goal of 
literacy for all in their mother 
tongue, women speaking the 
Maithali, Avadhi and Tharu 
languages of the Terai region have 
been given literacy classes in their 
mother tongue, which has helped 
the women to read and write in their 
native language.   

In the field of the media, female 
journalists are particularly 
vulnerable to threats and violence, 
therefore, the UNESCO Office in 
Kathmandu has conducted training 
on personal security and basic 
journalism skills in Terai in 2010. 

This year, the UNESCO Office in 
Kathmandu will assess the situation 
of women journalists in Nepal as 
part of a larger media assessment, 
based on Media Development 
Indicators. 

UNESCO celebrates 
International Women’s Day 

Literacy through Information and 
Communication Technology for women 
 
Photo: UNESCO 
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KATHMANDU, 17 March— A one 
week UNESCO mission of 
International world heritage experts 
involving Bruno Deslandes, from 
France  and Sharif Shas Imon, from 
Bangladesh, to Pashupati -  one of 
the seven monument zones within 
the World Heritage Property of the 
Kathmandu Valley, ended on 
Thursday 17 March 2011.  

The experts came to Kathmandu 
upon the Government of Nepal’s 
request and they assessed the 
proposal of a tunnel road 
construction in the southern part of 
the Sleshmantak  Forest. 

They also held discussions with 
stakeholders on how best to 
reconcile the outstanding universal 
value of the property with the needs 

of local communities living around 
the site.  

The mission team undertook 
numerous visits to the site and 
engaged in discussions with 
authorities and stakeholders, 
including the Department of 
Archaeology, the Department of 
Roads, the Pashupati Area 
Development Trust, as well as with 
national experts. The experts also 
participated in a stakeholder 
consultation meeting with 
representatives of affected 
communities.  

During a final debriefing meeting 
held at the UNESCO Office in 
Kathmandu, the mission team re-
confirmed the importance of the 
Nepal authorities’ further 

coordinative action in preserving 
the site. 

The experts’ detailed 
recommendations are expected to 
be available by the end of April 
2011.  They will be presented, 
together with the views of the State 
Party of Nepal, to the World 
Heritage Centre for submission at 
the next session of the World 
Heritage Committee, to be held in 
Manama, Bahrain in June this year.  

The Kathmandu Valley World 
Heritage Property was inscribed on 
the UNESCO World Heritage list on 
1979 as a single site, comprising of 
seven Monument Zones, which 
includes the Hindu temples of 
Pashupati.  

The experts’ recent mission was 
undertaken within the framework of 
Technical Assistance, with funding 
from the Netherlands Fund-In-Trust 
on request from the Government of 
Nepal in December 2010. 

UNESCO advisory mission 
to Pashupati, Kathmandu 
Valley World Heritage 
Property, wraps-up work 

Mission discussing with the Department of 
Archaeology Officials and National Experts. 
 
Photo: UNHABITAT 
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Within a span of three years, Savitri 
Devi Chaudhary holds important 
positions in the small business 
sector— she is an active member of 
various associations, social 
networks and a role model for her 
village. She leads and represents 
the women entrepreneurs of 
Sunsari district as the Executive 
Member of the District Micro 
Entrepreneurs Groups Association 
(DMEGA), the Vice President of 
Eastern Regional Micro-
entrepreneurs Federation 
(ERMEFN) and also the Executive 
Member of the National Micro 
Entrepreneurs Federation Nepal 
(NMEFN).   

“I have represented my country as 
a successful Nepali woman 
entrepreneur in a fair held in Dhaka, 
Bangladesh,” says Savitri proudly.  

 Not more than three years ago, 
Savitri was a simple housewife 
struggling to meet her basic needs. 
Her living conditions graded her in 
the category of the ‘hard core poor’ 
section of the society. Her husband 
was a small contractor but often fell 
ill. Most of the earnings and the little 

bit of land that they owned was also 
spent on his treatment. For survival, 
Savitri began working as a labourer 
on a daily wage basis.  

 Life changed for Savitri when she 
attended the UNDP Micro-
enterprise Development 
Programme (MEDEP) week-long 
training— on skills development 
and planning small enterprises. The 
project also provided a month long 
technical skills training on weaving 
jute products. As a result, a group 
of 10 women started producing jute 

products. To do all the production 
works, the women were able to 
establish a Common Facility 
Centre, at the total cost of Rs. 
165,000 with the support of MEDEP 
(Rs. 100,000), the Village 
Development Committee (Rs. 
25,000), the community (Rs. 
40,000) and the District  
Development Committee provided 
in kind support for the construction 
of the building.  In the year 2009, 
the women were able to make an 
annual profit of Rs. 300,000 – 
400,000 only by selling their  jute 
products.    

The members have now increased 
to 28 from 10 and they formed a 
Cooperative in February 2010 with 
Savitri as the Chairperson.   

“Last year my monthly income was 
between Rs. 4,000 - 5,000 and I 
earned about Rs. 20,000 extra by 
working as a local trainer for jute 
products. I would never have 
thought that I could support my 
paralysed husband to get regular 
treatment, send my children to 
school, buy food for the family and 
renovate my house only through 
this enterprise,” says Savitri.  With 
the awareness brought about by the 
programme, the community values 
education and there is one hundred 
per cent enrolment of girls in 
schools.  Savitri too has set an 
example in the community by 
sending her daughter-in-law to 
school. (Courtesy: UNDP Newsletter) 

Successful entrepreneur 
Savitri Devi Chaudhary 

Members of the Cooperative welcoming the 
visiting Nordic Parliamentarians and UNDP 
Resident Representative Mr. Robert Piper. 
Photo: UNDP  

“ Last year my monthly income was between Rs. 4,000 - 5,000 
and I earned about Rs. 20,000 extra by working as a local 
trainer for jute products. I would never have thought that I could 

support my paralysed husband to get regular treatment, send my 
children to school, buy food for the family and renovate my house 
only through this enterprise” 


