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Kathmandu, 14 February– The 
Prime Minister of Nepal was the 
chief guest at the opening of the 
High-Level Symposium on Disaster 
Risk Reduction.  The symposium 
was organized by the Ministry of 
Home Affairs, in partnership with 
the United Nations and the United 
States Embassy in Kathmandu. 

Speaking at the opening, US Under 
Secretary of State, Ms. Maria Otero 
called for “a new paradigm for 
disaster risk reduction in this 
country.” She called for the need to 
“mainstream Disaster Risk 
Reduction measures throughout 
government engagement; take a 
“whole-of-government” approach to 
integrate capabilities and maximize 
impact; use “smart” investments to 
leverage scarce resources; and 
engage regional stakeholders for 
effective planning, mitigation, and 
response.”  

She encouraged participants and 
policymakers to “move from 
thinking of the millions of dollars to 
be lost following a disaster to 
thinking about how we can 
effectively use resources now to 

invest in and 
protect the 
future we all 
want for Nepal. 
Such a shift of 
mindset 
requires 
collaboration 
and innovative 
thinking for 
game-changing 
solutions.   And it requires a 
commitment from everyone to focus 
on the long-term in the midst of 
short-term demands.”  

The United Nations Special 
Representative of the Secretary 
General on Disaster Risk 
Reduction, Ms. Margareta 
Wahlström addressed delegates 
saying that; “by acting now, we can 
help make sure that we don’t lose a 
generation of development gains in 
Nepal to a single disaster event.  
We know how to move ahead. We 
can close the gaps; we can make 
our schools and hospitals safe.  
Last year in Haiti, 250,000 people 
lost their lives in just 49 seconds 
due to the earthquake.  This cannot 
be allowed to happen in 

Kathmandu.” 

Ms. Wahlström added, “The new 
government has an unprecedented 
opportunity to harness the support 
of its friends around the world to 
reduce the risk of human and 
infrastructural calamity in the event 
of an  earthquake.  The 
commitment of key parts of 
Government to act on this issue 
and to draft new legislation on 
Disaster Risk Management is 
encouraging.  But the legislation 
needs to be passed and the 
government’s strategy 
implemented.  The commitment of 
the Government, donors and 
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Rt. Hon. Prime Minister of Nepal and Chief 
Guest Jhala Nath Khanal addressing the 
Symposium. Photo: UN 

“ The new government has an unprecedented 
opportunity to harness the support of its friends 
around the world to reduce the risk of human and 

infrastructural calamity in the event of an  earthquake.  
The commitment of key parts of Government to act on 
this issue and to draft new legislation on Disaster Risk 
Management is encouraging.  But the legislation needs 
to be passed and the government’s strategy 
implemented.”  
— United Nations Special Representative of the 
Secretary General on Disaster Risk Reduction,  
Ms. Margareta Wahlström  
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participating organizations to the 
Nepal Risk Reduction Consortium 
(NRRC) is unprecedented.  
Disaster risk reduction needs to 
become not an add-on activity but 
an integral part of the way we 
approach development investment 
in Nepal.”   

The purpose of the symposium was 
to raise awareness among key 
decision-makers of Nepal’s 
vulnerability to a catastrophic 
earthquake, demonstrate the 
commitment of the Government of 
Nepal and the international 
community to disaster risk 
reduction, and review lessons 
learned from recent disasters to 
inform policy and planning in Nepal. 

The two day event at Hotel Yak & 
Yeti Hotel brought together policy 
makers, technical experts and 
development partners. At the 

Symposium detailed discussions 
were focused around three major 
themes: saving lives - 
preparedness and response to a 
major earthquake; mainstreaming 
disaster risk reduction from local to 
national level; and engineering a 
safer future- building codes, roads, 
bridges, schools and hospitals. 

The outcomes of the meeting are 
expected to strengthen 
collaboration and inform the joint 
agenda of the NRRC, which is a 
first of its kind, bringing together 
both emergency response as well 
as long-term development experts 
from governmental and non-
governmental organizations, 
technical assistance providers, and 
investors in infrastructure and 
institutions.  This unique 
configuration is intended to strike 
an optimal balance between 
investing in preparedness and 

concrete measures aimed at 
reducing the potential number of 
casualties to future disasters.  

The Kathmandu event garnered 
support from an impressive line-up 
of high-level visitors that in addition 
to Ms. Otero and Ms. Wahlstrom 
includes Brigadier General J.J. 
Broadmeadow, Deputy Commander 
of the US Marine Forces Pacific; 
Mr. Mark Ward, USAID Deputy 
Assistant Administrator; Mr. Robert 
Parker, Mayor of Christchurch, New 
Zealand; General Nadeem (Ret’d), 
Pakistan Army three star general; 
Ms. Sue Wardell, Director Security 
& Humanitarian and Middle East 
Department, UK Department for 
International Development; Mr. 

Special Representative of the Secretary 
General on Disaster Risk Reduction,  
Ms. Margareta Walhstrom addressing the 
Symposium. Photo: UN 

You can get it in details:  
http://kathmandu.unic.org, http://www.un.org.np 
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Kathmandu, 14 February: 
Pratapur Temple in the Swayambhu 
Monument Zone of the Kathmandu 
Valley World Heritage site suffered 
damage from a lightning strike at 
around 5 a.m. on 14 February, 
during a sudden thunderstorm.  

A team of engineers from the 
Department of Archaeology 
inspected the temple the following 
day, and the preliminary report will 
be available soon. A team from the 
UNESCO Kathmandu Office also 
inspected the damage.  

Initial investigations suggest the 
temple appears to be quite heavily 

damaged, which was probably 
caused by two separate lightning 
strikes.  

The main damage appears to be on 
the north and south sides of the 
structure, while there are cracks to 
the temple’s east side. The stairway 
to the south side entrance to the 
temple is heavily damaged, with at 
least one sculpture dislocated. At 
this point of time, it is unclear 
whether the wooden structure has 
been affected.  

UNESCO is currently assisting 
authorities to apply for an 
International Assistance Request 

under the World Heritage Fund to 
support the immediate emergency 
conservation work. 

Lightning damages 
Kathmandu Valley World 
Heritage site 

Pratappur temple in Swayambhu damaged by 
the lightening. Photo: UNESCO 

Mohammed Mukhier, head of the 
Disaster Policy and Preparedness 
Department at the International 
Federation of Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Societies; representatives 
from a number of donor capitals, as 
well as Government and private 
resource persons with experience 

from Haiti, Pakistan, New Zealand 
and other recent calamities. 

Other key participants included 
members of the constituent 
assembly and representatives from 
the private sector, international 
organizations and civil society. 

United Nations Resident and Humanitarian 
Coordinator Mr. Robert Piper addressing 
the Symposium. Also in the picture is Ms. 
Sue Wardell, Director, Security, 
Humanitarian and Regional Programmes, 
DFID. Photo: UN 
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Kathmandu, 23 February: 
Keeping in account that the civil 
servant in the districts will play a 
crucial role in implementing the 
constitution after its promulgation, 
the UNDP’s Support to Participatory 
Constitution Building in Nepal 
(SPCBN) in coordination with 
Administrative Restructuring on 
Commission (ARC) of Ministry of 
General Administration organized 
two day workshops to the 
government officials on State 
Restructuring and Transition 
planning in six various regions of 
the country.  

Sharing the experience of all the 
regional workshops with the 
government officials at the central 
level at Centre for Constitutional 
Dialogue (CCD) on Feb 23, Dr 
Marcus Brand, Policy Specialist at 
SPCBN-UNDP said, “the 

discussions were held based on the 
recommendation of CA’s 11 
thematic committee reports.” 

Dr Brand said that the workshop 
focused on state restructuring 
proposals, federal practice in other 
country and comparative 
international experiences and 
preparedness of the government on 
the management of transition 
towards federal system in Nepal. 

The government officials including 
Chief District Officers, local 
development officers participated in 
the workshop organized in 
Janakpur, Dadeldhura, Ilam, 
Pokhara, Chitwan and Biratnagar 
from 18th November 2010 to Jan 
7th 2011. This is the first of its kind 
that any organizations reached out 
to government officials to inform 
them about the constitution making 

process. Nearly 200 government 
officials including civil society 
members participated in the 
workshops. 

Dr Bhola Nath Chalise, Transition 
Advisor of SPCBN-UNDP said that 
the main implementations will be 
the government officials in the 
districts and if they are kept in dark 
about the constitution making 
process then it would be very 
difficult for them to translate it into 
actions. 

Quoting the Chief District Officer 
(CDO) of Chitwan District Basanta 
Raj Gautam, Dr Brand said that if 
the transition to federalism is well 
planned and people will get to know 
that there will be space for all then 
there will be difficulty in 
implementing the provisions as 
proposed by the new constitutions. 
“If all the government officials could 
understand it and are well prepared 
beforehand then it would be more 
effective as said by CDO Gautam.” 

The government officials 
recommended that the chief 
administrator should be selected 
after finalization of the state 
restructuring (name and boundary) 
and there should be a 
constitutionally specified 

Govt recommends 
mechanism for planning of 
administrative state 
restructuring and 
implementation strategies 

Left to Right: Dr Marcus Brand and Bhola 
Nath Chalise. Photo: CCD 
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mechanism to manage the 
transition period.  

The government officials strongly 
recommended that a committee 
should be formed in each district 
under the chairmanship of the CDO 
to lead the process of planning for 
administrative state restructuring 
and implementation of strategies for 
Interim Management. 

The existing central government 
officials can be deputed to 
provincial and local government as 
per their positions and capacity, 
administration should immediately 
top the current hiring process which 
could make eventual administrative 
restructuring even more challenging 
were some of the other 
recommendations.  

Tirtha Raj Dhakal of ARC said that 

the regional workshops helped the 
government officials to get an in-
depth knowledge on what is being 
discussed in the CA and what has 
been included in the CA’s 11 
thematic committee reports.  
Dhakal said that earlier they too 
have confined their source of 
information to the headlines of 
newspapers which might not be 
always true.  

Nairobi, 2 March:  The UN-
HABITAT Urban Youth Fund will 
this year provide one million dollars 
to projects led by young people 
aged 15-32 years who are piloting 
innovative approaches to 
employment, good governance, 
shelter and secure tenure.  Small 
development initiatives are eligible 
for grants ranging from $5,000 to 
$25,000. 

Of the one billion slum dwellers in 
the world today, it is estimated that 
more than 70% are under the age 
of 30.  These young people have 
few resources available to improve 
their own living environments.  
There are many youth-led initiatives 
in slums and squatter settlements 
around the world that require 
support in their efforts to transform 
their communities. 

UN-HABITAT invites young people 
based in cities or towns from the 
developing world to apply for grants 
from the fund.  The deadline for 
applications is April 15th 2011.  
More information and details are 

available at www.unhabitat.org/
youthfund.  

Background: 
This initiative sprang from the 21st 
session of the UN-HABITAT 
Governing Council in 2007 and has 
so far awarded grants to 113 
projects led by young people from 
all over the world. 

In 2010 the winning projects from 
31 countries were feted in 
Shanghai, China at the World Expo 
on 12 August.  Many of the project 
ideas were aimed at alleviating 
poverty, improving employment 
opportunities, improving the 
environment and increasing youth 
participation in decision-making.  
The fund promotes the poverty-
reduction aims of the Millennium 
Development Goals, and the 
Habitat Agenda for better, more 
sustainable and equitable towns 
and cities throughout the 
developing world. 

In his message for International 
Youth Day 2011, the UN Secretary 
General Ban Ki-moon, said that the 
needs of young people must be 
taken into account in economic and 
social development. 

“I am regularly inspired by the 
goodwill, talent and idealism of the 
young people I meet across the 
world.  They are making important 
contributions to our work to 
eradicate poverty, contain the 
spread of disease, combat climate 
change and achieve the Millennium 
Development Goals”, he said. 

For further information, please 
contact:  Head, Press & Media 
Relations Unit & Spokesperson, or  
Media Liaison, Press & Media 
Relations Unit, UN-HABITAT, 
Nairobi; Tel: (254 2) 7623153, 
7623151, Fax (254 2) 7624060, 
(Cellphone) (254 2)  733 760332, 
E-mail: 
habitat.press@unhabitat.org, 
Website: www.unhabitat.org 

UN-habitat invites applications to urban 
youth fund 
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Kathmandu, 21 February: 
International Mother Language Day, 
celebrated every year on 21 
February, aims to raise awareness 
of the importance of cultural and 
linguistic diversity and of 
multilingual education. The event is 
particularly important for Nepal, 
where more than 92 languages are 
spoken, with 16 languages being 
spoken by 97 per cent of its 
population and 76 languages by 

only 3 per cent of its population.  

The theme of this year’s celebration 
of International Mother Language 
Day relates to the importance of 
information and communication 
technologies for the safeguarding 
and promotion of languages and 
linguistic diversity. As half of the 
world’s 6,000 languages are 
endangered, the International 
Mother Language Day underlines 
the importance of preserving this 
cultural and linguistic wealth, 
highlighting the enormous potential 
of new technologies for 
safeguarding, documenting and 
promoting the use of mother 
languages.    

In a message on the occasion of 
International Mother Language Day, 
UNESCO Director-General Irina 
Bokova emphasizes that each 
language “is a unique source of 
meaning for understanding, writing 
and expressing reality “ and that the 
international day is a “moment to 
recognize their importance and to 
mobilize for multilingualism and 
linguistic diversity.”   

 “We must harness the power of 
progress to protect diverse visions 
of the world and to promote all 

sources of knowledge and forms of 
expression”, highlights Ms Bokova.  

In Nepal, International Mother 
Language Day is being observed by 
a variety of events organized in 
collaboration with the UNESCO 
Associated Schools Network 
(ASPNet), the Namuna Resource 
Centre in Bhairahwa, Aasmaan 
Nepal in Janakpur and the  District 
Education Offices in Rupandehi and 
Dhanusha including:  

• Interaction and debate competition 
on mother language in Kathmandu 

• Reading and writing competition 
on mother tongue (Awadhi) as a 
medium of instruction in 
Bhairahawa 

• Exhibition of, and interaction on 
Maithili language in Janakpur   

These programmes are especially 
significant in respect to UNESCO’s 
initiative to impart literacy through 
mother tongue in Maithili and 
Awadhi languages in the districts of 
Dhanusha and Rupandehi with the 
assistance of the Japanese-Funds-
In-Trust (JFIT) to accelerate 
progress for achieving the goal of 
literacy for all.  

International Mother Language Day 

International Mother 

Language Day 
http://www.un.org/depts/dhl/language 

International Mother Language Day was 
proclaimed by UNESCO's General Conference 
in November 1999. The International Day has 
been observed every year since February 2000 
to promote linguistic and cultural diversity and 
multilingualism. 

Languages are the most powerful instruments of 
preserving and developing our tangible and 
intangible heritage. All moves to promote the 
dissemination of mother tongues will serve not 

only to encourage linguistic diversity and 
multilingual education but also to develop fuller 
awareness of linguistic and cultural traditions 
throughout the world and to inspire solidarity 
based on understanding, tolerance and dialogue.  
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Lumbini, 28 February: An 
international team of experts is 
currently in Lumbini to prepare for 
the conservation of archeological 
remains at the birthplace of Lord 
Buddha, a world-renowned 
Buddhist pilgrimage destination and 
a UNESCO World Heritage site 
since 1997. 

The team, led by Italian conservator 
Costantino Meucci, will prepare a 
conservation campaign for the 
Marker Stone, the Nativity 
Sculpture and the Ashoka Pillar, 
which is scheduled to start later this 
year.   

They will also use specialist 
equipment to gauge the impact of 
the micro-climate on the 
archaeological remains inside the 
Maya Devi Temple. 

The conservation team is 

composed of international and 
national experts, including 
specialists from the Department of 
Archaeology and the Lumbini 
Development Trust.  

The conservation is part of a larger 
project titled “Strengthening the 
Conservation and Management of 
Lumbini, the Birthplace of Lord 
Buddha”, which was launched in 
2010 to address a number of issues 
and challenges facing the World 
Heritage Site.  

These range from the deteriorating 
condition of the ruins contained 
within the Maya Devi Temple to the 
inadequately understood and 
mapped archaeological remains, 
both within the site and in the 
adjacent buffer zone, such as the 
village mound.  

The project is funded by the 

Government of Japan through the 
Japanese-Funds-in-Trust for the 
Preservation of the World’s Cultural 
Heritage, and co-ordinated by the 
UNESCO Office in Kathmandu.  

The three year conservation 
programme will focus on the 
conservation of Mauryan structures 
and the archaeological stratigraphic 
cross-section in the Maya Devi 
Temple, the Marker Stone, the 
Ashoka Pillar and the Nativity 
Sculpture, monitoring the 
microclimate in the Maya Devi 
Temple and building the capacity of 
the Lumbini Development Trust and 
the Department of Archaeology. 

Earlier this year, an international 
team of archaeologists lead by 
Robin Coningham, Pro-Vice-
Chancellor and Professor of 
Archaeology at Durham University, 
UK,  began a three-year survey of 
the archeological vestiges in 
Lumbini.  

Full details of the project can be 
viewed by accessing:   

http://portal.unesco.org/geography/
en/ev.php-
URL_ID=13013&URL_DO=DO_TO
PIC&URL_SECTION=201.html 

Conservation of 
archaeological remains in 
Lumbini begins with 
support from UNESCO and 
Government of Japan 

Maya Devi Temple in Lumbini.  
Photo: UNESCO 
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Kathmandu, 11 February: 
Perspectives of higher education in 
Nepal and the development of a 
comprehensive national higher 
education policy, taking into 
account international trends in this 
area, were discussed at a 
conference on higher education 
policy from 10 to 11 February 2011 
in Kathmandu.  

The conference was jointly 
organized by the Ministry of 
Education (MoE) in collaboration 
with the National Planning 
Commission (NPC), the University 
Grants Commission (UGC) Nepal, 
the World Bank, and the UNESCO 
Office in Kathmandu.  

The key themes of the conference 
included: the government and 
governance of higher education; 
issues for discussion in the context 
of reforms in Nepal; improving 
access and equity in higher 
education in developing countries – 
lessons learnt; financing of higher 
education; quality assurance and 
qualifications recognition; 
implementing a quality assurance 
system; Institutions and agencies 
and higher education in 
Bangladesh; and practice and 
challenges. 

Experts and specialists from the 
UNESCO International Institute of 
Educational Planning (IIEP/Paris), 
the World Bank, the National 
University of Educational Planning 
and Administration (NUEPA/New 
Delhi), the Australian Universities 
Quality Agency (AUQA) and the 
University Grants Commissions of 
Bangladesh presented their papers, 
which included national, regional 
and international trends in higher 
education and their effects on 
higher education policy in Nepal.  

The conference adopted a modality 
of presentation followed by 
comments from the panelists, 
participants, responses from the 
presenters, and a brief summary 
from the chair for each theme.  

The conference was attended by 
more than 80 participants, including 
key stakeholders such as policy 
makers, education planners, and 
staff of faculties of higher education 
institutions from both the public and 
private sectors.  

Representatives of political parties 
and teacher and student unions 
also took part in the conference. In 
addition the conference was 
attended by three major political 
parties, including Baburam 

Bhattarai, Vice -President of the 
Unified Communist Party (Maoists), 
Ram Sharan Mahat (Nepali 
Congress) and Mangal Sidhi 
Manandhar (Nepal Communist 
Party- UML).  

Tirtha Khaniya, member of NPC, 
Gyan Darshan Udas, officiating 
secretary of MoE, Mahashram 
Sharma, joint secretary of MoE and 
Axel Plathe, Head of the UNESCO 
Office in Kathmandu and UNESCO 
representative to Nepal addressed 
the conference during the 
inauguration.  

“Investing in education is not an 
option for Nepal – it is a must”, Mr 
Sharma told delegates. Mr Plathe 
outlined the following five main 
challenges for the tertiary education 
system in Nepal and assured 
delegates of the continuous 
assistance of UNESCO to take up 
these challenges along with the 
stakeholders in Nepal:  

 Making universities accessible 
for the marginalized,  

 Granting them greater 
autonomy with more 
transparent accountability,  

 Seeking more partnership with 
the private sector,  

 Establishing a quality 
assurance mechanism, and  

 Considering cross-border 
education when designing s 
new higher education system.  

UNESCO assists in 
organizing conference on 
higher education policy  
in Nepal 

Chairman of Constituent Assembly Hon’ble 
Subash Chandra Nembang (Centre) 
participating in the conference in higher 
education policy. Photo: UNESCO 
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Banke, February: The 
Strengthening Water, Air, Sanitation 
and Hygiene Treasuring Health 
(SWASHTHA) project declared 
three communities, 1 in Tikapur 
Municipality and 2 in Gulariya 
Municipality, an open defecation 
free (ODF) in February 2011. 

The Practical Action Nepal (PAN), 
Environment and Public Health 
Organisation (ENPHO) and 
Municipal Association of Nepal 
(MuAN) with support of UN Habitat 
Water for Asian Cities (WAC) 
Programme is implementing this 
project in urban and peri urban 
settlements of Bharatpur, Butwal, 
Gularia and Tikapur municipalities 
to improve the health and well 
being of poor residents. These 
WAC partners cooperate with 
respective municipalities and 
concerned Village Development 
Committees (VDCs) for the 

effective implementation of the 
project. The project is also receiving 
support from the European Union 
and ISLE of Man Government. 

After this declaration, Sitapur has 
become the first community in 
Tikapur to declare ODF in the 
Municipality. There are 106 
households (HHs) in the 
community, where 84 per cent HHs 
were practicing open defecation 
before the project intervention. The 
community people with support of 
the project constructed 89 individual 
toilets that helped them to bring 
their community to this stage.  

Likewise, the project established 
Dipendranagar and Kothiya as the 
second and third community to 
declare ODF in Gulariya 
Municipality. With the construction 
of 17 toilets in Dipendranagar and 
113 toilets in Kothiya, both 

communities declared ODF in 
February 2011. 

In addition, the project also adopted 
an integrated approach in order to 
improve environmental health 
condition of urban poor 
communities, which firstly focused 
jointly on low cost household option 
on water treatment, sanitation, 
indoor air pollution and hygiene. 

To improve sanitation, it is 
promoting low cost improved pit 
latrine, ECOSAN (Ecological 
Sanitation) and bio gas. Most of the 
constructions were done using the 
local materials and local labours to 
create a sense of ownership and 
support the local livelihoods. 

To demonstrate the low cost toilets 
and to change the mindset of those 
people who thinks toilet 
construction is expensive, the 
project used bamboo structures, 
mud walls and jute bags for 
superstructures of toilet. 

It promoted hygiene education like 
practices of proper hand washing, 
safe storage of water, waste 
management, kitchen management 
and grey water management for 
further better health outcomes. 

The project is currently working 
closely with local authorities, 
Community Based Organization 
(CBOs), schools and Female 
Community Health Volunteers 
(FCHVs) to further improve 
sustainability and integration, and 
deliver project activities effectively. 

In addition, the project is also 
focusing its activities on the few 
urban environmental problems of 
neighbouring municipalities, small 
towns and potentially growing 
VDCs including Ratnagar, 
Ramgram, Sidharthanagar, 
Sunawal, Bardaghat, Kawasoti, 
Sharadanagar and Pattihani.  

Three communities declared 
open defecation free in 
Water for Asian Cities  
projects 

A programme of declaration  of Open 
Defecation Free in Dependranagar, 
Gulariya Municipality.  
Photo: UN-HABITAT 
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International Mother 

Language Day 
http://www.un.org/depts/dhl/language 

International Mother Language Day was 
proclaimed by UNESCO's General Conference 
in November 1999. The International Day has 
been observed every year since February 2000 
to promote linguistic and cultural diversity and 
multilingualism. 

Languages are the most powerful instruments of 
preserving and developing our tangible and 
intangible heritage. All moves to promote the 
dissemination of mother tongues will serve not 
only to encourage linguistic diversity and 

multilingual education but also to develop fuller 
awareness of linguistic and cultural traditions 
throughout the world and to inspire solidarity 
based on understanding, tolerance and dialogue.  

Event of Calendar: March 
 8 March: International Women’s Day 

http://www.un.org/events/women/iwd/2007/history.shtml 
Putting women and 
women’s rights to 
equality on the 
global agenda is the 
moving force behind 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
W o m e n ’ s  D a y 
marked on 8th 
march. The idea of a 
day for women, 
celebrated all over 
the world, began at 
the beginning of this 
century in America 
and Europe. The 
focus was the movement for women’s rights and achieving 
universal suffrage for women. International Women’s Day 
really took hold between 1913 and 1917 when women held 
rallies either to protest the war or to express solidarity with 
their sisters. In December 1977 the UN General Assembly 
adopted a resolution proclaiming a United Nations Day for 
Women’s Rights and International Peace. 
 

 21 March: International Day For The 
Elimination Of Racial Discrimination 

http://www.un.org/depts/dhl/racial/index.html 
The International Day for the Elimination of Racial 
Discrimination is observed annually on 21 March. On that day, 
in 1960, police opened fire and killed 69 people at a peaceful 
demonstration in Sharpeville, South Africa, against the 
apartheid "pass laws". Proclaiming the Day in 1966, the 
General Assembly called on the international community to 
redouble its efforts to eliminate all forms of racial 
discrimination (resolution 2142 (XXI)). 
 

 22 March: World Day For Water 
http://www.un.org/depts/dhl/water/index.html 
The United Nations 
General Assembly adopted 
resolution A/RES/47/193 
of 22 December 1992 by 
which 22 March of each 
year was declared World 
Day for Water, to be 
observed starting in 1993, 
in conformity with the 
recommendations of the 

United Nations Conference on Environment and 
Development (UNCED) contained in Chapter 18 (Fresh 
Water Resources) of Agenda 21. States were invited to 
devote the Day, as appropriate in the national context, to 
concrete activities such as the promotion of public awareness 
through the publication and diffusion of documentaries and 
the organization of conferences, round tables, seminars and 
expositions related to the conservation and development of 
water resources and the implementation of the 
recommendations of Agenda 21 
 

 23 March: World Meteorological Day 
http://www.wmo.int/wmd 
Every year, on 23 
March, the World 
M e t e o r o l o g i c a l 
Organization (WMO), 
its 187 Members and 
t h e  w o r l d w i d e 
m e t e o r o l o g i c a l 
community celebrate 
World Meteorological 
Day.  This  Day 
commemorates the 
entry into force, on 
that date in 1950, of 
t h e  W M O 
Convention creating 
the Organization. Subsequently, in 1951, WMO was 
designated a specialized agency of the United Nations System. 
 

 24 March: World TB Day 
http://www.stoptb.org/events/world_tb_day/2007/ 
World Tuberculosis Day is designed to build public awareness 
about the disease. It commemorates the day in 1882 when 
Dr. Robert Koch announced he had discovered the cause of 
tuberculosis. His discovery opened the way toward diagnosing 
and curing tuberculosis. 


