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UN in Nepal Works 

Nepal  

Ghandruk is a small and culturally rich village situated at the northwest of Pokhara city. It is 
the entry‐point to both Annapurna and Machhapuchre mountains. It is a popular tourist 
destination, stop‐over for trekkers and representative of Gurung culture with an old‐world 
charm. From Ghandruk there are views to the mountains of Annapurna including 
Machhapuchre. 
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KATHMANDU, 24 Oct: The 66th 
UN Day was celebrated at the UN 
House amidst the presence of a 
large number of senior Government 
officials from various Ministries, 
diplomats, high ranking officers 
from various security forces, civil 
society, I/NGOs, academia and the 
media. 

The Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister for Foreign Affairs,  
Mr. Narayan Kaji Shrestha was the 
Chief Guest for the occasion.The 
UN Day was also an opportunity to 
mark the 10th anniversary of the 
International Year of Volunteers.  

The slum and street children of 
Koseli school performed a satirical 
comedy to showcase a slow 
bureaucracy in performing quick 
humanitarian response. The drama 
unfolds the layers of bureaucracy 
while trying to save one person‘s 
life who was trapped under a fallen 
tree. Also, a traditional musical 
programme was performed to mark 
the UN Day. 

Speaking on the occasion UN 
Resident and Humanitarian 
Coordinator Mr. Robert Piper said, 
―As the UN Country Team (in 
Nepal), we strongly believe we 

remain more than relevant in the 
Nepal context and our most 
important results in Nepal this year 
past, are those we have achieved 
along-side the Government. 
UNICEF‘s work with the 
Government on the National 
Hygiene and Sanitation Masterplan. 
UN Women‘s work with Ministries 
on gender-budgeting. The UN 
Capital Development Fund‘s 
support to the Ministry of Local 
Development on block grants. 
UNDP‘s assistance to the Electoral 
Commission to update the voter-
roll. The International Labour 
Organization‘s work on the new 
Social Security Organization Act 
and UN-Habitat‘s work on urban 
environment guidelines and the 
new Municipal Solid Waste 
Management Act. UNFPA‘s support 
to the Statistics Bureau for this 
year‘s very successful National 
Census is another example of the 
great things we can and do achieve 
together. ― 

He also mentioned that the World 
Food Programme reached 1.2 
million Nepalese this year, many 
pushed towards food insecurity by 
changing weather patterns. UNDP‘s 
micro-hydro programme connected 

another 5000 households to 
electricity.  FAO extended support 
to 6,000 leasehold forestry groups. 

Mr. Piper further added, ―The 
September 18 earthquake 300 Kms 
to our East was a timely reminder of 
the need to scale up our risk 
reduction efforts and virtually the 
entire UN Country Team is working 
on this issue and are active 
members of the Nepal Risk 
Reduction Consortium. The World 
Health Organization‘s support to the 
Health Ministry on TB control 
surpassed global targets this year 
in another example of where an 
ounce of prevention is worth a 
pound of cure.  The UN Office for 
Drugs and Crime and UN AIDS are 
both at the front end of the UN‘s 
preventive efforts here, educating 
and assisting some of the most at-
risk groups, from people in prison to 
drug users to the family of migrants. 
UNICEF‘s efforts to extend safe 
water and sanitation coverage will 
translate into less fatalities from 
water-borne diseases.‖ 

Participants in 66th UN Day programme 

visiting stalls of various UN agencies. 
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The Resident Coordinator recalled 
that Nepal has played its part in 
making the world safer through the 
heroic services of its peacekeepers 
and the contribution made by the 
OHCHR saying, ―Our Human 
Rights Office has worked hard with 
the National Human Rights 
Commission to champion 
accountability as well as justice for 
some of Nepal‘s most vulnerable 
communities, with the passing of 
the Caste Based Discrimination Act 
by Parliament this past year a major 
milestone in this effort.  Our 
Regional Centre for Peace and 
Disarmament worked with law 
enforcement agencies on 
combating illicit small arms 
trafficking. The work of the UN High 
Commissioner for Refugees and of 
the International Office for Migration 
to safely and permanent resettle 
another 17,000 Bhutanese refugees 
from Nepal was another key 
contribution to this larger goal. 

Mr. Piper further mentioned, ―As the 
UN Country Team in Nepal, we 
pride ourselves on our efforts this 
past year to train ex-members of 
the Maoist Army for new 
employment opportunities, of our 
support to the constitution drafting 
process, of our support to develop a 
peace and development strategy for 
Nepal shared by all Nepal‘s 
development partners. Similarly our 
Mine Action Team worked with the 
Nepal Army to clear the last mine 
field in June – a historic milestone. 
And the small team from the UN‘s 
Political Affairs Department 
continued to work quietly to 

maintain the 
UN‘s dialogue 
with political 
actors.‖  

He also 
mentioned 
that UNESCO 
helped more 
than 1,000 
women to 
read and write 
in their mother 

tongue, Maithili and Awadhi, and 
supported the establishment of one 
the first women‘s community radio 
stations, in Jumla. The World Food 
Programme delivered daily meals to 
190,000 school children, and 
UNICEF‘s years of advocacy for 
schools to be declared Zones of 
Peace paid off, both concrete 
examples of where the UN in Nepal 
has helped give young people a 
better start in life. 

― In this the 10th Anniversary of 
International Year of Volunteers, 
our UN Volunteer programme has 
worked closely with the 
Government to mark this historic 
anniversary and to recognize the 
extraordinary story of volunteerism 
in this country, on which so much 
development progress has been 
built. And as we welcomed UN 
Women into the UN Country Team, 
we continued to proudly support the 
Government‘s efforts to translate 
Security Council Resolution 1325 
into real action at the country level.‖ 
said Mr. Piper. 

 He mentioned of the work this past 
year to design a new UN 
Development Assistance 
Framework through which the UN 
will deliver its developments efforts 
for the five year period starting 
2013.  ―We are especially excited 
about this process and determined 
our new UNDAF will set a new 
standard in UN results and 
coherence. Our approach – placing 
people at the centre of all our 
programming and impact 
measurement – is, we believe, 

perfectly in synch with the Prime 
Minister‘s vision shared at the latest 
General Assembly where he called 
for the ―Abolition of all 
discrimination and oppression 
based on class, gender, nationality, 
region and caste‖ and of the need 
to create ―an inclusive democratic 
system and a just society‖.  We 
have long-advocated, that these are 
indeed the kinds of indicators by 
which the ―logical end of the peace 
process‖ should be defined.‖ 
emphasized the Resident 
Coordinator. 

Mr. Piper reiterated, ―As 
International Civil Servants we are 
fully aware it is Governments that 
make up our ‗Board‘, and it is 
Governments to whom the task of 
keeping the UN strong and relevant 
must fall. Often prodded and poked 
by civil society, by the media and 
others for sure, but ultimately the 
job falls on the shoulders of 
delegates and representatives who 
burn the midnight oil in almost 
endless negotiations in order to 
make the world better and safer. 
We are conscious and grateful too, 
that it is Member States who 
generously finance our work, both 
through core and non-core 
contributions. UN Day is our chance 
to acknowledge their leadership 
and commitment to multilateralism.‖ 

In closing, Mr. Piper flagged the 
historic Rio + 20 Summit that will 
take place next June in Brazil 
saying it will arguably be the most 
important meeting on the 
international agenda in 2012 and a 
critical opportunity to set the world 
on a new development path that 
brings together equity, sustainable 
use of natural resources, sound 
economics and a greater focus on 
risk and resilience. In many ways, 
Rio+20 should be ―Nepal‘s summit‖.  

UN Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator Mr. Robert Piper 

addressing the UN Day 2011.  
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PICTORIAL— 
Some glimpses of the visit of Crown Prince of Norway HRH Hakoon Magnus and UNDP 
Administrator Helen Clark during their visit to the UN House in Nepal in November 2011 
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KATHMANDU, 30 Sept —  
Government officials stressed the 
need for considering the 
restructuring of existing structure 
and measures in order to address 
the requirements for a restructured 
federal system in a programme 
organized on September 30 by 
Public Administrative Association in 
Nepal (PAAN) with the support of 
UNDP. 

―Restructuring the existing structure 
entails several functional hiccups 
that have to be dealt very cautiously 
given the kind of attributes public 
administration is having today,‖ said 
Former Secretary Bimal Wagle.  

Wagle presented his paper on 
‗Restructuring Civil Service in the 
Context of Proposed Federalism in 
Nepal‘.  He advised that it is 
important to ensure a public service 
system that makes the recruitment 
and selection process impartial, 
transparent, merit based whether 
the recruitment is from within and or 
outside or recruitment by the center 
and or a State Commission.  

Wagle said that the basis, values 
and principal aspects of the public 
administration should be mentioned 
in the constitution. 

There are altogether 12071 
government organizations including 
ministries, departments, field level 

offices and local bodies. The total 
number civil service positions is 
10,2975 and people working at the 
local bodies recruited by the local 
bodies at their own expense are 
around 35,000. 

Bidhyadhar Mallik, Chairman of 
PAAN said that if the power is 
centered more on the local level 
then there will be less of a problem.  
If the facilities and power is not 
moved to the local level, then the 
people at the grassroots will not 
benefit.  He advised that there is a 
need to balance qualifications and 
inclusiveness in civil service 
appointments. ―The GoN requires 
immediate action‖ he said, ―for the 
effective and inclusive 
transformation during the 
transitional phase.‖ 

Bal Krishna Prasain, member of 
Administrative Restructuring 
Commission (ARC) presenting his 
paper on ‗Administrative 
Restructuring and Government 
Preparedness‘.  He noted that even 
though the ARC had submitted its 
report on the administrative 
structure in federal structure a year 
ago, the government has not yet 
made it public. 

―It has been four years already, yet 
the formation of the framework 
based on a new federal structure 
has not progressed at all,‖ said 

Prasain. ―There is a 
need of speeding up 
of the formation of 
administrative 
restructuring based on 
the framework of the 
forms of governance 

and public administrative 
restructuring.‖ 

Prof Krishna Khanal, Director at 
Center for Constitutional Dialogue 
said that the country is going to 
adopt multi-source of authority to 
single source of authority. ―There 
might not be change in delivering 
the services and nature of the civil 
service, but there will be change in 
the structure which definitely affects 
the employees so there is a need of 
proper management of the civil 
service.‖ 

Madhav Ghimire, Chief Secretary of 
Nepal Government said that both 
the constitution and administrative 
restructuring can be done 
simultaneously. He said that there 
is a need of radical change, radical 
reform and radical management in 
order to adopt federalism. ―There is 
a need of dialogue between the 
government and Constituent 
Assembly for the effective 
implementation of federalism.‖ 

Former Secretary Dr Bhola Chalise 
said that it is very important to 
engage citizens in the political 
process through elections as soon 
as possible and continue the flow of 
effective and inclusive government 
services to its citizens as the major 
objective of transition management. 

Rohan Edrisinha, International 
Project Manager of SPCBN-UNDP 
said that even Sri Lanka tried to 
adopt ‗federal constitutional‘ system 
to resolve the conflict. He said that 
federal constitution is very 
important in a country which has 
multi-ethnic groups. ―Preparing a 
federal constitution is very complex 
and proportionate distribution of 
resources and facilities plays a 
crucial role,‖ said Edrisinha. 

Administrative Association 

in Nepal. 

Photo: CCD/UNDP 

Government officials advise to 
restructure existing 
administrative structure to 
prepare for Federal structure  
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KATHMANDU, 19 Oct —The 
Ministry of Local Development and 
UN-HABITAT jointly organized a 
workshop on Cities and Climate 
Change Initiatives to officials of 
municipalities in Kathmandu on 19 
October 2011. Chief Executive 
Officers, Chiefs of Environment 
Department and other officials of 
the five municipalities of 
Kathmandu valley had participated 
in the workshop. 

Mr. Padma Sunder Joshi, Habitat 
Programme Manager highlighted 
the importance of knowledge on 
impacts of the climate change in the 
cities. He urged urban planners and 
the local government officials 
should understand the two parallel 
phenomena, urbanization and 
climate change particularly in the 
context of cities. He further shared 
the UN-HABITAT initiatives ‗cities 
and climate change initiative‘ to 
understand and address the linkage 
between climate change and urban 
development in major cities of the 
globe. He urged the study on 
'Vulnerable Assessment and 
Adaptation Planning in Kathmandu' 
as "cities and climate change 
initiatives" programme of UN 
Habitat, will assist to identify the 
issues and context of the hilly cities.  

Ms. Lowie Rosales, Regional 
Representative, UN HABITAT 
Regional Office, said urbanization 
and climate change are two major 
human created elements that have 
negative and dangerous impacts 
upon quality of life and economic 
condition of the people and their 
social stability. She further added 
that climate change effects such as 
extreme weather events, damage to 
urban infrastructure, problems of 
waterborne disease, food security, 
and climate refugees are higher in 
rapidly urbanizing cities.  

Ms. Lowie Rosales explained on 
the 'cities and climate change 
initiatives' programme of UN Habitat 
to respond climate change issues to 
contributes to reduce green house 
gas emission and city level 
vulnerability. She suggested to 
minimize the gap between national 
and local government level climate 
change adaptations as well as 
mitigation policy and actions. She 
urged to enhance and scale up the 
skill as and capacity of local 
government authorities on climate 
change and urban infrastructure 
development. 

Mr. Binod Prakash Shinh, Under 
Secretary at Ministry of Local 
Development, told that the Nepal 
Government has initiated the 
national level programmes to 
address the challenges of impacts 
of climate change and urbanization. 
He stressed on implementation of 
the local government led action 
oriented programmes to mitigate 
the climate change impacts and 
urbanization. He added the 

government should initiate to 
strengthen the local authority 
institutions through the policy as 
well as the programmes to mitigate 
the climate change impact and 
challenges in the cities.  

Mr. Bhushan Tuladhar, Chief 
Technical Advisor at UN Habitat 
Water for Asian Cities, South Asia 
Region, briefed on the phenomenon 
and evolution effort on climate 
change. He informed that the cities 
occupied 2 percent of the area in 
the globe and responsible for up to 
70 percent of greenhouse gas 
emission (GHGs). It should be 
focused to understand the linkages 
between climate change and urban 
development; and accelerate the 
activities which minimize the 
climate change impacts. 

He further told that more than 95 
percent of the global population 
growth will be in urban area and 92 
percent of these growths will be 
added in the developing countries. 
He further shared that Nepal's 
urbanization rate is 6.4 percent 
which is the highest in Asia region 
and Kathmandu valley occupied 31 
percent of total urban population of 
the country. Mentioning that Nepal 
has been identified as on of the 
most vulnerable countries to the 
impacts of climate change with one 
of the highest rates of urbanization, 
he has stressed on risk of 
unprecedented negative impacts of 
climate change on the quality of life 
and economic and social stability 
due to the rapidly urbanizing in 
Kathmandu.  

Workshop on Cities and 
Climate Change Initiatives to 
Municipalities 

“ 
Urban planners and the local government officials should understand 
the two parallel phenomena, urbanization and climate change particu-
larly in the context of cities.‖ 

 
 Padma Sunder Joshi, HPM, UN-Habitat addressing the workshop. 
 
Photo: UN-Habitat 
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He shared the Preliminary Findings 
of study on Vulnerability 
Assessment & Adaptation Planning 
in Kathmandu Valley jointly 
conducted by the government of 
Nepal and UN-HABITAT. He 
highlighted the findings of 
vulnerability assessment and 

adaptation plans for understanding 
and addressing the linkages 
between climate change and urban 
development in Kathmandu, 
especially the water and sanitation 
management and Settlements & 
infrastructure aspect in the 
Kathmandu valley. He further 

stressed on the local governments 
role and responsibility to implement 
the climate change mitigation and 
adaptation activities in the 
Kathmandu valley; which should be 
incorporate in the city development 
plans and activities. 

KATHMANDU, 18 Oct — 
Coinciding with the International 
Day for the Eradication of Poverty 
week (17-24 October), the Stand 
Up and Take Action event was 
marked by a over hundred people 
comprising of UN staff and school 
children. As in the past years, the 
participants gathered at the United 
Nations office in Kathmandu on 18 
October to remind world leaders 

about their commitment to end 
extreme poverty by 2015, and to 
join millions of people around the 
world in an attempt to set an official 
record for the most number of 
people to STAND UP Against 
Poverty. 

UN Resident and Humanitarian 
Coordinator and UNDP Resident 
Representative Mr. Robert Piper 

read a pledge against poverty while 
a youth band performed a musical 
programme and songs to spread 
the message to join hands in the 
fight against poverty. 

Stand Up and Take Action 

UN Staff and students participating in  the 

Stand Up programme in UN House.  
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KATHMANDU, 31 Oct — Nim 
Doma Sherpa became the first 
recipient of WFP school meals to 
reach the top of Mt. Everest. 

Born in a remote village on the 
foothills of the Himalayas, 20-year-
old Nim Doma credits WFP‘s school 
feeding programme for igniting her 
interest in education. 

―At first, my parents sent me to 
school so that I could eat lunch, but 
gradually I became interested in 
learning,‖ said Nim Doma. ―WFP‘s 
school meal programme 
encouraged me to focus on my 
studies and helped me to grow 
strong in mind and body.‖ 

―I am very much thankful to WFP 
because it opened the door of 
educational opportunities for me 
and helped me to pursue my dream 
of climbing Everest.‖ 

Mountaineering history 

At the age of 17, Nim Doma was 
the youngest member of the ―First 
Inclusive Women‘s Sagarmatha 
Expedition‖ (FIWSE) – the WFP-
supported expedition that made 
mountaineering history after all ten 
female Nepali members reached 
the highest point on earth. 

Today, Nim Doma continues to 
break new ground. She is the first 
person in her family of seven to 
receive a high school diploma and 
is still continuing her higher 
education. 

Nim Doma along with her 
teammates are also telling the story 
of the historic achievement at 
schools across Nepal, reaching out 
to thousands of students in the 
hopes of inspiring them to pursue 
their studies and dream big. 

Many of the students she meets live 
in very remote villages where 
poverty, hunger and discrimination 
against girls are a part of daily life. 

Nim Doma talks to children about 
the importance of education, her 
journey to Everest, the obstacles 
she had to overcome and the effort 
she had to put in to reach the 
summit. 

"Follow your dream" 
―I give the message that if you 
follow your dream with dedication 
and hard work, you will be 
successful in whatever path you 
choose. Our objective is to instill 
confidence among young students," 
said Nim Doma. 

―Through my own experiences, I 
have learned that education and 
hard work can take you places. I 
hope our story will inspire girls to 
continue their studies and to believe 
that nothing is impossible to 
achieve.‖ 

"Compared to men, women have 
poor status in our society. There is 
a huge gap between men and 
women in terms of education, 
health, participation in decision 
making and policy making issues. I 
believe educating children is the 
first step towards bridging that gap,‖ 
said  Nim Doma, who apart from 
being a mountaineer aspires to be a 
social worker in the future. 

Nim Doma along with her 
colleagues have formed Everest 
Women Seven Summits Eco-Action 
team with an ambitious goal of 
climbing all the highest peaks in 
seven continents.  

The team has already scaled Mt. 
Kosciuszko the highest peak of 
Australia and Mt. Elbrus in Russia - 
the highest peak in Europe. In 
2012, Nim Doma and her team are 
planning to summit Mt. Kilimanjaro - 
the highest mountain in Africa. 

 

School Meals Girl 
Conquers Everest 
--- 

It was a long route to the top of Everest for Nim Doma 
Sherpa, but she reckons it started when her parents sent 
her to school simply to get the free lunches supplied by 
WFP. Nim Doma finally achieved her dream of climbing 
the highest mountain in the world in 2008. 

< Nim Doma Sherpa /> 
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KATHMANDU, 25 Oct — The 
establishment of a Multilingual 
Education (MLE) Resource Centre 
in Nepal has begun with the support 
of UNESCO. 

Language constitutes the 
foundation of communication and is 
a critical component in ensuring the 
right to education, and safeguarding 
both cultural heritage and historical 
traditions.  

It is also the primary means for 
acquiring knowledge, skills, 
attitudes and a value system. 
However, many languages in 
Nepal, and thousands more 
globally, are absent from libraries 
and Internet content.  

Huge sections of the world‘s 
population are prevented from 
enjoying the full benefits of 
multilingualism, technological 
advances and obtaining information 
that is essential to them achieving 
their right to an education and 
personal development.  

With these challenges in mind, 

UNESCO supports the 
development of MLE resource 
centers that can reinforce wider and 
more equitable access to 
information networks and offer 
possibilities through ICT for the 
promotion and preservation of 
minority and endangered 
languages, thereby contributing to 
cultural diversity and socio-
economic equality.  

With over 92 castes and ethnic 
groups, and over 101 languages 
spoken in Nepal, there is enormous 
benefit in supporting the 
development of an MLE resource 
centre that provides the opportunity 
to access, learn, and use one‘s 
language at home, in school, and 
on information networks, such as 
the Internet.  

The Research Centre for 
Educational Innovation and 
Development (CERID), Tribhuvan 
University, with the support of 
UNESCO, has begun the 
establishment of an MLE resource 
centre, with two key components: a 
team of MLE experts; and an MLE 

documentation centre.  

An MLE advisory committee, 
comprising of experts from the 
Ministry of Education (MoE), its 
relevant institutions, and EFA 
development partners, will advise 
and guide the establishment of the 
MLE resource centre at CERID.  

The MLE documentation centre will: 
provide necessary academic and 
research support to optimize multi-
pronged engagement in providing 
quality MLE in Nepal; guidance for 
planning and implementation of 
MLE programmes; coordination 
between different MLE activities 
providing documentation and 
information resources; networking 
of various MLE interest groups, 
institutions and individuals; and 
establishing linkages to optimize 
effective utilization of expertise and 
materials for MLE programmes.  

The resource centre provides an 
opportunity to inform a larger 
audience about issues related to 
cultural diversity and 
multilingualism, both locally and 
internationally.  

It is expected that with the support 
of the MoE, the MLE resource 
centre at CERID will contribute to 
developing satellites of MLE 
resource centres across Nepal. 

Multilingual education 
resource centre to boost 
learning in ethnically 
diverse Nepal 

Women in Rupandehi district of Nepal 

learning in their mother tongue.  

Photo: UNESCO 
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KATHMANDU, 19 Oct —The 
preliminary results of the 
assessment of Nepal‘s media 
landscape, based on UNESCO‘s 
Media Development Indicators 
(MDI), were presented to media 
professionals on 18 October 2011 
in Lalitpur during the National MDI 
Conference.  

The assessment is the first of its 
kind in Nepal and it is being 
conducted by the Nepal Press 
Institute and Management 
Innovation, Training and Research 
Academy, with support from the 
UNESCO Office in Kathmandu. 

The conference, attended by almost 
100 media professionals, was 
organized in order to seek feedback 
and comments on preliminary 
findings from media stakeholders in 
order to finalize the assessment, 
which is due to be published in the 
coming months. 

Participants confirmed the 
preliminary findings of the 
assessment which revealed a 

complex set of challenges facing 
Nepal‘s media sector.   

According to media professionals at 
the conference, there is an urgent 
need to review and revise the legal 
frameworks, especially for the fast 
changing Internet landscape and 
the public service broadcasting 
sector. 

Existing media laws need to be 
implemented and reinforced and 
exemption from punishment for 
those that commit harmful acts 
against working journalists needs to 
be ended, delegates said.  

The media must also strengthen its 
self-regulation and raise self-
awareness of media ethics. 
Participants also confirmed the 
essential role of community media 
outlets in Nepal. 

According to delegates, the training 
of journalists is another critical 
challenge facing the profession. 
They collectively agreed with the 
preliminary findings of the 

assessment that there is an obvious 
lack of basic training in the 
journalism industry in Nepal, and 
also in the re-training of working 
journalists.  

There are many institutions that 
offer journalism training, but no 
mechanism is in place to monitor 
the quality of the training, they said. 

Tanka Dulal, a member of the 
research team, said: ―The situation 
is particularly challenging in the 
districts outside Kathmandu, where 
only basic training is available.  

―Journalists need training both in 
basic journalism skills as well as 
specialized issues such as human 
rights and democracy.‖ 

Nepal is one of the first countries in 
the region to engage in 
systematically assessing its media 
landscape. 

Axel Plathe, Head of the UNESCO 
Kathmandu Office and UNESCO 
Representative to Nepal, said: 
―Therefore, the results of our work 
will be of interest not only here in 
Nepal but also internationally.  

―I believe there are many countries 
that will look at Nepal in the coming 
years, when they engage in a 
similar assessment process,‖ he 
added. 

The assessment is based on 
UNESCO‘s global Media 
Development Indicators.  

The indicators provide a 
comprehensive framework for 
evaluating the media landscape 
and approaching policy issues of 
any given country.  

The indicators cover five areas: 
System of regulation and control; 
Pluralism and diversity of the 
media; The media as a platform for 
democratic discourse; Professional 
capacity; and Infrastructural 
capacity. 

Unique assessment of 
Nepal’s media landscape 
presented to media 
professionals 

Active participation of media professionals 

in the MDI conference. 

 

Photo: UNESCO 
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NEW YORK, 24 Oct — A series of 
Open Days on women and peace 
and security are being held around 
the world in the run-up to a UN 
Security Council Open Debate on 
the 28th of October. Nigeria, the 
current President of the Security 
Council, selected ―Women‘s 
Participation and Role in Conflict 
Prevention and Mediation‖ as the 
theme for the debate. 

Open Days bring together women 
from civil society, senior 
government and UN leaders in a 
given country or region to exchange 
views on conflict resolution and 
peace-building. 

This year a series of Open Days on 
women and peace and security are 
being held around the world in the 
run-up to a UN Security Council 
Open Debate on the topic. 

At the Open Day meeting in Nepal 
held with the officials from the 
Ministry of Home Affairs, Ministry of 
Defence, women reiterated their 
call for a gender-responsive 
security sector and women‘s 
involvement at all levels. They 

emphasized increased participation, 
greater access to justice, the reform 
of existing security sector laws and 
policies, and demanded no 
amnesty for sexual and physical 
violence committed against women. 

The Secretary of the Ministry of 
Defence recognized the 
contributions of UN Women to 
developing the capacities of the 
Nepalese Army to implement 
resolution 1325, and said that the 
―collaboration between Government 
and civil society is making the 
democratization process more 
inclusive.‖ Nepal is the only country 
in South Asia that has adopted a 
National Action Plan to improve the 
participation of women in post-
conflict reconstruction. 

In 2010, during the Open Days, 
more than 1,500 local women 
leaders gathered in 29 locations to 
voice their perspectives on how to 
accelerate implementation of UN 
Security Council Resolution 1325 
on women and peace and security. 
UN Women in partnership with the 
Department of Political Affairs, the 
Department of Peacekeeping 

Operations, and the UN 
Development Programme, provide 
support for these events. 

The 2011 Open Days have taken 
place in Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
the Democratic Republic of Congo, 
Burundi, Ghana, India/South-Asia, 
Kenya, Liberia, Nepal, the 
Philippines, Serbia, Sierra Leone, 
Timor-Leste, Kazakhstan/Central 
Asia, Morocco/Western Sahara. 
The UN Office for West Africa 
(UNOWA) have also organized the 
Open Day in Dakar, Senegal. 
Additional events are planned in 
Iraq, Sudan, Jamaica, Trinidad & 
Tobago, and Pakistan. 

At a regional meeting for South 
Asia held in New Delhi, women 
presented a joint resolution 
outlining measures to improve the 
participation of women in peace 
building and as peacemakers. It 
drew on the experiences of activists 
in conflict areas in Afghanistan, 
Bangladesh, India, the Maldives, 
Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka. 
They stressed the importance of 

Women Gear Up for Security 
Council Debate on Conflict 
Prevention and Mediation 

A view of the “Global Open Day on Women, 

Peace and Security” as Secretary-General 

Ban Ki-moon (head of table, third from left) 

addresses the event in observance of the 10th 

anniversary of Security Council resolution 

1325. The 2000 landmark resolution 

reaffirms the important role of women in 

international peace and security. 

21 October 2010, United Nations, New York 

 

Photo: UN Photo/Mark Garten 
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using peace processes to transform 
gender relations and rebuild society 
based on values of gender equality 
and non-discrimination. 

Speaking of experiences in 
Pakistan, Mussarat Qadeem, head 
of the Paiman Trust, noted,―We 
convinced mothers of combatants 
that violence is not sanctified in our 
religion and that jihad is against 
humanity. Once convinced, they 
influence their sons to give up 
fighting and undergo counseling 
and skill training. The strategy has 
been very successful.‖ 

Huria Samira Hamidi, Country 
Director, Afghan Women‘s Network, 

spoke of optimism despite 
challenges. ―I see a change in 
Afghanistan. The way people think 
is altering. I see enthusiasm 
amongst the youth, as they are 
motivated to change existing 
attitudes. More women are coming 
forward to include themselves.‖ 

In the Philippines, representatives 
from indigenous and Muslim 
women‘s organizations, the conflict-
affected regions of Mindanao and 
the Cordilleras, urged for stronger 
measures to enable women‘s 
increased participation in ongoing 
peace negotiations. They raised 
concerns about the challenges 
confronting internally displaced 

persons, and called for vigorous 
implementation of the Philippine 
National Action Plan on resolution 
1325. 

In the Democratic Republic of 
Congo, the Minister of Interior along 
with the Vice Governor and Vice-
President of the provincial 
assembly of South Kivu promised to 
facilitate women‘s access to 
decision-making and up-scale 
implementation of resolution 1325. 
Participants called for more support 
for female candidates in elections, 
efforts to include more women on 
electoral lists, mobilization of rural 
women to vote and ensuring 
security for all women. 

KATHMANDU, 28 Dec — Radio 
Chautari… where the conversation 
begins – an initiative by the United 
Nations Country Team in Nepal has 
successfully completed its three 
year project cycle and was closed 
in December 2011.     

The radio programme was 
launched in April 2009 with the aim 
to provide reliable information to the 
general public on issues such as 
the peace process, development as 
well as socio-cultural and economic 
issues. It particularly tried to reach 
out to those from traditionally 
marginalised communities and the 
information-poor. During its time 
Radio Chautari has been a vital 
instrument to help build 
understanding and trust.  

The United Nations Country Team's 
radio program‘s target was the vital 
intersection of 'peace' and 
'development'. The radio 
programme, aimed to ensure that 
the important, longer-term peace-
building agenda was not lost sight 
of, when attention more naturally 
was drawn to the visible urgent 
short term political priorities.  

112 episodes of 30-minutes 
magazine programs and more than 
60 Public Service Announcements 
of 60-second duration were 
produced between April 2009 and 
September 2011. The programs 
were broadcast from 39 FM 
Stations throughout the country in 
Nepali, Maithili, Awadhi, Tharu and 
Tamang languages, and the 60-
seconds Public Service 
Announcements were broadcast 
through more than 100 radio 
stations in the same languages 
twice a day. According to the 
broadcast partners, more than 18 
million people, especially from rural 
communities were reached by 
these broadcasts.  

Every week, the team behind the 
radio production travelled to rural 
and remote areas to talk with 
ordinary Nepalis in their 
communities. Two components of 
each radio program directly 
reflected the voices, opinions and 
aspirations of the people met on 
particular topics. During the three 
years, the radio team covered 
about 55 districts. 

The program 
has been a 
success 
according to the 
listeners. In a 
survey to 

measure the satisfaction with Radio 
Chautari, 85% of the respondents 
were very satisfied with the 
program and felt that it would 
appeal to anyone. In another survey 
where listeners were asked to 
provide their opinions about Radio 
Chautari via SMS, 7,470 text 
messages (SMS) were received in 
15 days and 74% of the 
respondents said that they liked the 
programs and Public Service 
Announcements very much and 
listened to the radio program 
regularly.  

The all-Nepali team behind Radio 
Chautari was supported by the UN 
Country Team as a whole, under 
the direction of the UNICEF 
Communication Unit. 

―Radio Chautari has addressed an 
important need over the last few 
years‖ said Robert Piper, UN 
Resident Coordinator. ―It helped 
keep some attention on the long 
term transformational issues 
embedded in the peace agreement 
- issues that are normally crowded 
out by the short term urgent 
headlines of the day‖ he added.  

Closure of Radio Chautari – 
UNCT's radio in Nepal 
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The Livelihood Recovery for Peace 
(LRP) project has extended a direct 
grant support of Rs. 40 million 
through the Rural Women 
Upliftment Association (RWUA) in 
Sarlahi and with Ratauli Yuva Club 
(RYC) in Mahottari to create 
employment opportunities mostly 
for the vulnerable and marginalized 
communities, especially poor 
women. 

Conflict in the terai (low lands) has 
emerged mainly due to the region 
being marginalized from the 
mainstream development for 
several decades despite of the fact 
that terai is rich in its agricultural 
produce. 

For generations, illiteracy and 
poverty combined with traditional 
social customs have deprived the 
women from any opportunities to 
progress further. As a traditional 
practice, not only were the women 
confined to the four walls of their 
houses but they also lacked skills or 
financial resources to start any 
income generating activities. With 
the intervention of LRP, a host of 
new opportunities for women have 
come up for starting new 
enterprises. 

Dipmala Mahato is one of the 32 
members of Sugaulo Jibikoparjan 
livelihood group formed by the 
project to empower the most 

vulnerable communities in the 
central terai. She and eight others 
have leased two bighas (1.35 
hectares) of land in Ranigunj to do 
vegetable farming.  Others have 
started piggery, poultry, goat 
rearing and other small businesses 
as grocery. Today the leased farm 
is lush green with vegetables like 
gourds, long beans, brinjals and 
chillies. 

Dipmala still lives in a one room 
mud house which is roughly the 
size of a table tennis board. 
Nevertheless, she is beginning to 
feel the social empowerment that 
economic  prosperity can bring. She 
now has an active life selling  her 
vegetables and also those grown by 
her neighbours in the local open 
market organised twice a week. 

Nirmala Mahato says, "I am grateful 
to the LRP support, I have made a 
net income of Rs. 23, 000 in the 
past five months. I was able to pay 
back the rent of  Rs. 8000  for this 
leased land as well.‖ 

A Mushahar couple, classified as 
one of the most backward Dalit 
communities  has also opened a 
small grocery shop and is selling 
goods worth Rs. 1200 a day at 
Dhab of Pidari village in Sarlahi.  
Asha Devi Majhi, says that her 
husband has given up the idea of 
going to Qatar in search of work. 
The couple is depositing Rs. 200 a 
day in a local cooperative from the 
income they make from their little 
grocery shop ! 

These little successes represent the 
stories of 3,375 households in a 
very poor category who currently 
are supported by the LRP. 

" 
I am grateful to the LRP support, I have made a 
net income of Rs. 23, 000 in the past five months. 
I was able to pay back the rent of  Rs. 8000  for 

this leased land as well.‖ 
 
 Nirmala Mahato, Photo: UNDP 

Little smiles that tell 
the story ! 
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KATHMANDU, 30 Sept — Updated 
baseline information of the working 
districts under the Global Sanitation 
Fund (GSF) Programme is very 
much essential for effective 
planning, implementation and 
monitoring and evaluation. Although 
the water and sanitation sector has 
established a database on the 
water and sanitation which is 
generally referred to as National 
Management Information Project 
(NMIP) and in addition MPPW has 
MIS system in place, a regular 
updating of the database has 
always been a challenge. Referring 
to this, the baseline survey which is 
being conducted in the five working 
districts and five municipalities of 
GSF Programme Nepal is to 
support the NMIP database and 
getting an updated data on the 
water and sanitation. 

UN-Habitat Nepal has started to 
collect the baseline data for the 
implementation of Global Sanitation 
Fund (GSF) programme in Nepal 
under the aegis of Water Supply 

and Sanitation Collaborative 
Council (WSSCC) Geneva. Under 
the first phase, Bajura and Bardiya 
district including Gulariya from 
Bardiya district and Tikapur 
Municipality from adjoining district 
Kailali are taken for the collection, 
updating and verification of baseline 
data on sanitation and hygiene of 
schools, institutions and 
communities. Development 
Resource Centre (DRC) as a 
service provider has shouldered the 
responsibility of carrying out the job 
in close coordination with UN-
Habitat Nepal‘s GSF Programme 
and respective District/Municipality-
Water Supply, Sanitation and 
Hygiene- Coordination Committees 
(D/M-WASH-CCs).  

 A two day's orientation training 
cum workshop to the enumerators 
has already been completed in 
Gulariya and Martadi-the district 
headquarters of Bardiya and Bajura 
district respectively as a kick off 
workshop to start the baseline 
survey. Altogether 32 enumerators 

including 23 women representing 
indigenous and Dalit (oppressed 
caste) actively took part in the 
orientation workshop. In both the 
workshops held at different dates 
(23-24 October in Bardiya and 18-
19 November in Bajura) Chiefs from 
District Administrative Office, 
District Public Heath Office, District 
Education Office, Women 
Development Office, Water Supply 
and Sanitation Division Office and 
Office of the District Development 
Committee delivered some words of 
wisdom for information and 
motivation to the participants. They 
also made commitments for 
possible support from their part for 
the successful completion of the 
baseline survey as well as 
implementation of GSF program 
activities. Local Development 
Officer and chair person of D-
WASH-CC from respective districts 
chaired the inauguration session at 
both the occasions. There is no 
denying the fact that this orientation 
event will be a mile stone for 
successful implementation of GSF 
program and making the district 
Open Defecation Free, opined all. 
The stakeholders from the district 
including line agency chiefs have 
been optimistic about the fact that 
this will provide in insight in to 
formulating a pragmatic district, 
VDC and Municipality WASH 
strategic plan/plan of action in line 
with Sanitation and Hygiene Master 
Plan 2011 and strenghening 
coordination, cooperation and 
ownership. A multifarious team from 
DRC with M&E Specialist and 
Sociologist from GSF program, UN-
Habitat facilitated the sessions. 
Sensitizing sessions regarding 
sanitation and hygiene were also 
carried out in a bid to prepare the 
participants (enumerators) as 
motivators and activists to back up 
sanitation movement in the district 
in the days ahead. 

The first phase of the baseline 
survey is to be completed within the 
second week of December . 

Baseline Survey Commences 
with Enumerator's Training 
under Global Sanitation Fund 
Programme 

Participants at training programme.  

 

Photo: UN-Habitat 
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JUMLA, 30 Oct: Twenty one days! 
That‘s how long it took for a radio 
antenna to be transported the 
360km distance that separates the 
capital Kathmandu from the remote 
and mountainous district of Jumla in 
western Nepal. 

The two locations are divided by 
rolling valleys and hills, and bridges 
and roads that are often destroyed 
by monsoon rains and landslides. 

A group of women in Jumla waited 
patiently and celebrated heartily the 
day when the antenna finally 
arrived and Radio Nari Aawaaj, 
which means Voice of Women, 
could start its transmissions as the 
first women‘s community radio 

station in Jumla. 

 ‖It was a happy day. We danced 
and laughed and called all of our 
friends and family members and 
asked them to listen,‖ said Gauri 
Khatayat, who chairs Hamro 
Aawaaj, Hamro Sarokar, the NGO 
behind the radio station. 

In Nepal‘s hilly and mountainous 
regions, radio is often the only 
means for people to obtain 
information and in 15 years, Nepal‘s 
community radio sector has grown 
to be one of the most active and 
vibrant in the world, with almost 200 
radio stations on air.  

However, most of these are run by 

men. Women have had very few 
opportunities to enjoy the benefits 
of community radio stations, not to 
speak of managing them.  

Radio Nari Aawaaj, established with 
support from UNESCO‘s 
International Programme for 
Development of Communication, is 
one of the first community radio 
stations in Nepal run entirely by 
women, for women. 

―For the first time, we have the 
possibility to voice our opinions and 
concerns and to be heard. We can 
speak for ourselves and not just 
through somebody else,‖ said 
Ramlila Budha, a regular listener of 
Radio Nari Aawaaj. 

The station has been up and 
running for three months and it has 

Giving a voice to women 
New radio station is force for change in 
empowering females 

Picturesque Jumla.  

 

Photo: UNESCO 
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quickly gained trust and popularity 
among Jumla‘s female community. 
To make it more accessible to 
them, the radio station has been 
purposely located in the middle of 
the village. 

―It is important for us that women 
feel that they can come to the radio 
station in order to share their 
thoughts and concerns,‖ said Gauri 
Khatayat of Hamro Aawaaj, Hamro 
Sarokar. 

One of the most popular shows is 
―Let‘s rest for a while‖, a 
programme in which the talk show 
host invites people to come over 
and share their thoughts live on the 
air. Singing is often the most 
comfortable way for women to voice 
their concerns.  

―Just yesterday a 
group of 24 
women, on their 
way home from 
collecting 
firewood from the 
woods, stopped 
by the radio 
station in order to 
sing a song to the 
listeners about 
the challenges in 
their lives – for 
example how 
boys are sent to 

school, while girls have to stay at 
home and help with the household 
work,‖ said Gauri Khatayat. 

Ramlila Budha expressed 
satisfaction with the radio station‘s 
content that covers many critical 
issues affecting women, but she 
said future programmes need to 
expand on certain areas of concern. 

―There should be more training 
programmes. Women can‘t do 
anything without practical skills. 
Through the radio station women 
could learn about cultivating good 
quality vegetables, how to cook 
nutritious food, and how one needs 
to eat during pregnancy,‖ she said. 

The radio station has brought 
empowerment to all the women in 
Jumla district. They have seen that 
women can achieve the same 
things as men, and for the first time, 
they have the chance to voice their 
opinions.  

Radio Nari Aawaaj has also created 
solidarity among the women and 
given them a platform to share their 
joys and sorrows, regardless of 
caste or social background. The 
entertaining and educational 
programmes also make long 
working days more bearable. 

Another regular listener, Kabita 
Mahat said she is happy to see her 
fellow women prove that they can 
do something valuable for their 
community, even in the most 
remote areas.  

Mahat, like many in her community, 
uses her mobile phone to listen to 
Radio Nari Aawaaj.  

―But sometimes my husband 
restricts my radio listening – he 
doesn‘t want me to know more than 
he does,‖ she said. 

The road to establishing the radio 
station was difficult, not only in 
physically bringing the radio 
antenna to Jumla, but also in 
mentally overcoming stereotypical 
sexist views that prevail in the 
community.  

The women had to overcome the 
scepticism of local men who 
doubted they could successfully run 
a radio station. Now, with the 
transmissions on the air, Radio Nari 
Aawaaj is not only affecting the 
lives of the women of Jumla; it is 
also irrevocably changing the 
behaviour of the male residents.  

Regular listener Ramlila Budha 
said: ―Domestic violence is a big 
problem in Jumla. Many women are 
afraid of their husbands beating 
them up, or throwing them out of 
their homes.  

―Now Radio Nari Aawaaj speaks 
about this and men are becoming 
more aware of women‘s rights and 
the possibility of facing legal 
consequences for domestic 
violence.‖  

Gauri Khatayat shared Ramlila 
Budha‘s views on the perceivable 
change in attitude among the male 
population in Jumla. 

―In the beginning some men 
belittled us, saying that women 
cannot successfully run a radio 
station. Now their attitudes are 
already changing – we have proved 
them wrong and many of them have 
already congratulated us for our 
success,‖ she said. 

In only a few months, Radio Nari 
Aawaaj is evidence that a small 
project can have a huge positive 
impact on the lives of people.  

With UNESCO‘s support, the radio 
station has proven on a daily basis 
that empowered women can be a 
powerful force for good in bringing 
about a more gender-sensitive 
community that is to the benefit of 
both men and women.  

 
It is important for 
us that women 
feel that they can 
come to the radio 
station in order to 
share their 
thoughts and 
concerns. 
 
- Gauri Khatayat  
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DOTI and BARDIYA, 30 Oct: 
Literacy facilitators in far western 
Nepal trained in HIV and AIDS 
learning materials 

UNESCO organized a training 
course on HIV and AIDS learning 
materials in the far western region 
of Nepal at the end of October 
which benefited 80 literacy 
facilitators from Doti and Bardiya 
districts. 

The instruction aimed to familiarize 
facilitators with HIV and AIDS 
knowledge, and the use of learning 
materials in literacy classes for the 
illiterate spouses of migrant 
workers.  

Keshav Gyawali of the District 
Education Office in Doti said: ―This 
innovative project is vital in making 
an education sector response in 
HIV that will ultimately support an 
improvement in the knowledge of 
migrant workers and their spouses 
and in the joint programme of the 

health sector and the education 
sector so that they can fight 
together against HIV and AIDS in 
this high epidemic district of Nepal. 

―The District Education Office in 
Doti will support this project for its 
sustainability and monitor the 
progress of literacy classes 
organized through community 
learning centres (CLCs),‖ he added.  

Jaya Prasad Acharya, the District 
Education Officer in Bardiya, 
inaugurated the training and most 
of the participants were selected 
from the District Education Office 
and the Community Development 
Forum.  

A draft of non-formal literacy 
materials on HIV and AIDS was 
provided to all participants during 
the training period, including a 
facilitators‘ guide. 

Tap Raj Pant from the UNESCO 
Office in Kathmandu said: ―We are 

pleased that we can provide 
technical and financial support in 
two pilot districts and we hope that 
government and other agencies 
who are working in the field of HIV 
and AIDS could adapt this 
approach through non-formal 
education in other districts as well.  

―And UNESCO will always 
advocate for new innovative 
approaches that will ultimately 
benefit to target population,‖ he 
added. 

Tap Raj Pant highlighted the role 
and importance of CLCs in reducing 
HIV vulnerability through literacy 
classes.  

Manoj Bhatt from UNESCO 
conducted the technical sessions 
and local resource persons 
provided support. 

The whole project is viewed as 
being critically important because it 
will help the highly vulnerable 
spouses of migrant workers in Doti 
and Bardiya districts improve their 
knowledge and awareness to 
practice safe sex and reduce their 
vulnerability to HIV and AIDS. 

Literacy facilitators in far 
western Nepal trained in HIV 
and AIDS learning materials 

Literacy facilitators in the training.  
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The year 2011 marks the 10th 
anniversary of the International 
Year of Volunteers (IYV+10) and 
United Nations Volunteers 
Programme  is designated as the 
Focal Point for the preparation and 
execution of celebrations. The 
objective of IYV+10 is to celebrate 
volunteering as an expression of 
our common humanity, respect, 
understanding, trust, solidarity and 
reciprocity; engage the will, positive 
energy and innovation of millions of 
people towards realizing the 
Millennium Development Goals; 
and create an enabling environment 
for citizen engagement.  IYV+10 is 
well underway and offers a unique 
opportunity to the partners to join 
global efforts for promotion of 
volunteerism. Engagement of 
partners in marking IYV+10 will 
deepen and broaden the debate on 
what volunteerism contributes to 
the global community and also 
showcase the innovative ways in 
which we can recognize, facilitate, 
and promote volunteerism.  

As part of efforts to mark IYV+10 in 
Nepal and strengthen the use of 
volunteerism as a strategic 
resource to achieve development 
goals, National Steering Committee 
for Volunteerism Nepal (NSCVN) 
was established by the Government 
of Nepal through the National 
Planning Commission (NPC). As a 

result of the consultative meetings 
in NSCVN with members agencies, 
a National Multi-Stakeholder Plan of 
Action was developed, which 
functions as an overall roadmap for 
NSCVN and its partners in marking 
IYV+10 and promoting volunteerism 
in Nepal. IYV+10 celebrations and 
actions of NSCVN is an opportunity 
for all of us; 

 To share a common vision 
among stakeholders.  

 To raise volunteerism on the 
development agenda in Nepal.  

 To build more sustainable 
partnerships in Nepal for 
achieving development goals 
through volunteerism.  

 To strengthen cohesion 
between VSAs, VRAs, INGOs/
NGOs, civil societies and 
national actors.  

 To bring different volunteer 
involving organizations and 
volunteer managing entities 
together on a neutral ground.  

 To define and mainstream 
pertaining national volunteer 
agendas of Nepal. 

Now, NSCVN is in the phase of 
delivering two major activities of our 

Plan of Action, namely Volunteer 
Caravan and National Volunteer 
Conference (Kathmandu 
Conference).    

On the auspicious occasion of 
International Volunteer Day (IVD) & 
the 10th Anniversary of 
International Year of Volunteers 
(IYV+10), NSCVN is organizing 
―National Volunteer Conference‖ on 
the 5th of December 2011 with the 
theme of ―Volunteering for the 
MDGs‖ where His Excellency, Rt. 
Hon‘ble President of Nepal, Dr. 
Ram Baran Yadav will join us to 
inaugurate the event and launch the 
first ever ―State of World 
Volunteerism Report-SWVR 2011‖ 
developed by UNV HQ. 

The preparation of Volunteer 
Caravan is in the final stage. In this 
Volunteer Caravan, thousands of 
volunteers will gather in 8 big cities 
of 5 development regions of Nepal 
and they will march the whole city 
symbolizing separate MDGs in 
every city followed by interaction 
session with local stakeholders. 
The caravan will march from east to 
west of Nepal. In the morning of 5th 
of December 2011, Hon‘ble Minister 
of Youth and Sports, Ms. Kamala 
Roka will inaugurate Volunteer 
Caravan in Bhrikutimandap, 
Kathmandu. 
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11 — 60th anniversary of the UN 

Disarmament Commission 

27 — International Day of 
Commemoration in memory of the 
victims of the Holocaust   
The solemn ceremony on the theme Children and the 
Holocaust will include a video message by the UN 
Secretary-General and statements by the President of 
the General Assembly and the Permanent 
Representative of Israel and the Dominican Republic to 

the United Nations (invited). The Under-Secretary-
General will also launch the UN Holocaust Outreach 
Programmes new study guide for children. Keynote 
remarks will be made by Professor Robert Krell 
(Canada), a child survivor and psychiatrist who is 
devoted to understapnding the problems of Holocaust 
survivor-families and their wellbeing. Students from 
New York City will perform songs from the YM & YWHA 
of Washington Heights and Inwoods production of 
Sosua: Dare to Dance Together, which is based on the 
true story of the emigration of Jewish refugees to the 
Dominican Republic. 
URL—http://www.un.org/en/
holocaustremembrance/2012/calendar2012.html 
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