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KATHMANDU 18 January -Nepal’s 
international development partners, 
in line with their committment to 
support the peace process in 
Nepal, have finalized a ‘Peace and 
Development Strategy’ that was 
presented on 12 January to the 
then Prime Minister Madhav Kumar 
Nepal. 

In this connection a meeting with 
leaders of various political parties 
was  held on January 18 in the UN 
House to appraise them about 
Nepal Peace and Development 
Strategy. UN Resident and 
Humanitarian Coordinator Mr. 
Robert Piper briefed the 
participating politicians. Following 
the meeting, a press meeting was 
also organized to inform the media 
about the report. Speaking on the 

occasion were Mr. Robert Piper, 
Ambassador of Switzerland  HE 
Thomas Gass and Head of Office, 
DfID Nepal Ms. Sarah Sanyahumbi.  

The Strategy was developed over 
the past year by a cross-section of 
local and international actors 
including UN agencies, bilateral aid 
agencies, international financial 
institutions, non-governmental 
organizations, think tanks and 
others. The Strategy, which has 
also benefitted from discussions 
with different parts of the 
government, articulates how 
development partners could assist 
Nepal in the years ahead to realize 
the development agenda 
embedded in the Comprehensive 
Peace Agreement (CPA). It guides 
development planning so, when 

called upon, donors will be better 
able to assist with both the short-
term challenges as well as the all-
important long-term transition 
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A meeting of UN agency Heads, Development 
Partners and Nepali political leaders in 
progress in the UN House to brief on Nepal 
Peace and Development Strategy.  
Photo: UNIC 
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issues reflected in the CPA. The 
Strategy is, in effect, an ‘offer of 
support’ by development partners in 
specific areas that could help Nepal 
build lasting peace. 

Using the CPA as a guidepost, the 
Strategy has identified where 
development partners may be 
called upon to provide support in 
the short term, including ongoing 
rehabilitation of the discharged, 
constitution formulation, support to 
the conflict-affected, 
implementation of the National Plan 
of Action for implementing UN 
Security Council Resolutions 1325 
and 1820 on women, peace and 
security, and support to the next 
national elections. However, many 
anticipated short-term priorities 
depend on political decisions such 
as, the rehabilitation of former 
Maoist army combatants, 
establishment of transitional justice 
mechanisms, property restoration, 
improving law-and-order, and 
institutional reforms in the justice 
and policing sectors. 

The Strategy also argues that 
action on the long-term 
transformation targets of the CPA 
cannot wait. Social inclusion, rule of 
law, security sector transformation, 

land reform, good governance, 
equality and inclusive growth, state 
restructuring, and employment 
acceleration are recognized as key 
elements of the CPA and the wider 
peace building process. Once the 
road ahead has been articulated by 
Nepali decision and policy makers, 
achievement in these areas can be 
accelerated by a coordinated and 
sustained response by 
development partners. 

Development partners are also 
committed to ensuring this strategy 
does not become just ‘another 
report’ long on ideas but short on 
follow-up. A ‘Plan of Action’ will be 
released as a companion document 
to the strategy. The status of the 
Action Plan will be reviewed and 
updated periodically to ensure the 
actions identified are moved along. 
Though all actions are ultimately 
contingent upon support from the 
Government, the Action Plan will 
help establish a state of readiness 
for development partners. 

At the Prime Minister’s briefing, 
Robert Piper, the UN Resident and 
Humanitarian Coordinator, 
indicated “Nepal’s development 
partners are ready to further 
support the peace building process. 

As development actors, we 
recognize the importance of the 
CPA’s emphasis on long-term 
transformation, in addition to short-
term political measures. We are 
ready, when Nepal is ready, to 
accelerate work on this ambitious 
agenda in an even more concerted 
fashion.” 

In compiling this strategy, the 
extraordinary challenges and 
opportunities in the years ahead 
have been placed in stark relief. 
Development partners are 
committed to working on these 
issues supporting nationally-led 
processes. The long-term nature of 
these issues and the high 
expectations that surround them 
suggests Nepal should get started 
on such long-term undertakings 
with a minimum of delay. 

The Peace and Development 
Strategy is available online at:  

http://www.un.org.np/
thematicareas/pds 

UN RC/HC Mr. Robert Piper, Ambassador of 
Switzerland  HE Thomas Gass and Head of 
Office, DfID Nepal Ms. Sarah Sanyahumbi 
addressing press a conference.  Photo: UNIC 
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Kathmandu 1 January—A press 
conference was organized in the 
UN House to announce that UN 
Women, the UN Entity for Gender 
Equality and the Empowerment of 
Women  was operational from 1st 
January 2011. The UN Women was 
created by the United Nations 
General Assembly on 2 July 2010 
to accelerate progress in meeting 
the needs of women and girls 
worldwide. It is a result of years of 
negotiations between UN Member 
States and advocacy by the global 
women’s movement and is also a 
part of the UN reform agenda, 
bringing together resources and 
mandates for greater impact. 

UN Women will merge and build on 
the important work of the following 
four previously distinct parts of the 
UN system, which focus exclusively 
on gender equality and women’s 
empowerment:  

Division for the Advancement of 
Women (DAW, established in 1946)  

International Research and Training 
Institute for the Advancement of 
Women (INSTRAW, established in 
1976)  

Office of the Special Adviser on 
Gender Issues and Advancement of 
Women (OSAGI, established in 
1997)  

United Nations Development Fund 
for Women (UNIFEM, established 
in 1976)  

The key roles of UN Women are: 
To support inter-governmental 
bodies such as the Commission on 
the Status of Women, in their 
formulation of policies, global 
standards and norms; to help 
Member States to implement these 
standards, standing ready to 
provide suitable technical and 
financial support to those countries 
that request it and to forge effective 
partnerships with civil society; and 
to enable member states to hold the 
UN system accountable for its own 
commitments on gender equality, 
including regular monitoring of 
system-wide progress.  

UN Women will be the lead driver 
and lead voice advocating for 
gender equality and women’s 
empowerment globally. It will be a 
dynamic and strong champion for 
women and girls, providing them 
with a powerful voice at the global, 
regional and local levels. Grounded 
in the vision of equality enshrined in 
the UN Charter, UN Women will, 
among other issues, work for the: 
elimination of discrimination against 
women and girls; empowerment of 
women; achievement of equality 
between women and men as 
partners and beneficiaries of 

development, human rights, 
humanitarian action and peace and 
security. UN Women will provide 
substantive support to UN bodies 
on all aspects of gender equality 
issues. 

UN Women will work with UN 
partners at the regional and country 
levels to ensure that demand for 
technical expertise from national 
partners and regional organizations 
are met. At the country level, it will 
provide technical and financial 
support to national partners, helping 
them to develop the ability to 
address their priority challenges. 
UN Women will also support UN 
Country Teams to strengthen and 
coordinate action on gender 
equality. It will enhance, not 
replace, efforts by other parts of the 
UN system, which will continue to 
have responsibility to work for 
gender equality and women’s 
empowerment in their areas of 
expertise. 

Ms. Michelle Bachelet, former 
President of Chile has been 
appointed as the Executive Director 
and Under-Secretary-General to 
head UN Women. The Under-
Secretary-General will be a 
member of all senior UN decision-
making bodies and will report to the 
Secretary-General. UN Women will 
be headquartered in New York.  

UN Women comes into 
operation from January 2011 

A press conference organized in the UN 
House to announce that UN Women, the 
UN Entity for Gender Equality and the 
Empowerment of Women  was 
operational from 1st January 2011.  
Photo: UNIC 
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KATHMANDU: The Center for 
Constitutional Dialogue (CCD), an 
initiative of UNDP’s Support to 
Participatory Constitution Building 
in Nepal (SPCBN) handed over 240 
constituency reports containing the 
suggestions collected from the 
people from all over the country 
through people’s dialogue to the 
Constituent Assembly Chairman 
Subash Nembang on December 17.   

The reports were the result of the 
workshop organized by SPCBN 
supported 18 NGOs. Narendra 
Ninlekhu Chairman of Kirat 
Yakthung Chumlung representing 
18 NGOs submitted the 
comprehensive report to the CA 
chairman. The NGOs were involved 
in conducting dialogues and 
collecting suggestions from the 
local people. The suggestions were 
collected during the workshops 
organized in each constituency 
after providing them information on 
what agendas and issues are 
included in the 11 draft thematic 
committee reports. Total of 3988 
dialogues were held in all 240 
constituencies. 

CA Chairman Subash Nembang 
said that constitution making 
process is indeed a very difficult 
and very time consuming process 

but still drafting constitution through 
CA is considered as the most 
democratic process. “I really want 
to thank organizations such as 
UNDP and CCD which has been 
providing crucial support in the 
constitutional making process,” said 
Nembang.  CA “There is no 
alternative to political consensus 
and none of the parties can leave 
the constitution drafting process 
half way once it was started.” 

CA Chairman Subash Nembang 
said that, in order to make the 
constitution making process more 
participatory, the public opinions 
were collected in the first phase of 
public opinion collection programme 
and in the near future, the 
consolidated first draft of new 
constitution will reach out to the 
public. 

 CCD director Professor Krishna 
Khanal said that he was constantly 
asked by the people whether their 
voices, concerns and suggestions 
would reach CA secretariat and 
would be included in constitution. “It 
feels good to handover the people’s 
gift to the CA Chairman,” said 
Khanal. 

The reports includes key 
suggestions from the people to the 

CA not to delineate the country into 
more than 14 provinces, to ensure 
voting rights to the citizens above 
16 years and to bar any leader 
defeated in the election from 
becoming PM and minister. Some 
people have suggested adopting 
prime ministerial system but others 
stood for presidential model. People 
also suggested ensuring 
independent body and not from a 
body under parliament and to 
include provisions for stringent 
action including capital punishment 
to those committing serious crimes.  

The reports also included that there 
should be a system that bar the 
articles and clauses that suppress 
the fundamental rights, local 
government should be able to 
provide justice when central and 
provincial government violate 
people’s rights including others. 

Prof Krishna Khanal said that the 
participatory approach would help 
the people to have the feeling of 
ownership of the new constitution. 
“All Nepalese should feel that it was 
not prepared by 601 and 27 political 
parties only so, it is very important 
to adopt participatory approach in 
the constitution making process.” 

 

People’s suggestions 
handed over to CA Chair  

Left to Right: Narendra Nin lekhu of Kirat 
Yakthung Chumlung handing over 240 
constituency report of people’s dialogue 
to CA Chair Subas Nembang. 
Photo: CCD 
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Collecting science, technology and 
innovation statistics at December 
workshop in Kathmandu 

Statisticians and science policy 
planners from ten countries took 
part in the South Asian Regional 
Workshop on Science, Technology 
and Innovation (STI) Statistics, 
organized by the UNESCO Institute 
for Statistics, in collaboration with 
the UNESCO Kathmandu Office 

and the Ministry of Science and 
Technology of Nepal, from 6-9 
December 2010 in Kathmandu. 

The workshop focused on the 
concepts and methodologies to 
collect statistics needed to comply 
with international requirements in 
science and technology, as well as 
the underlying policy aspects. Other 
important issues analyzed during 
the event were innovation 

processes and the need to link STI 
data and policy to major economic 
policies  

“We need reliable statistic systems 
to assess the science and 
technology sector and to allow the 
formulation of science policies,” 
Axel Plathe, Head of the UNESCO 
Office in Kathmandu and UNESCO 
representative to Nepal, said at the 
opening of the workshop. 

The UNESCO Institute for Statistics 
(UIS) has been engaged in capacity 
building activities regarding STI 
statistics since its establishment as 
an institute in 2001, with the aim to 
increase the number of countries 
producing high quality STI statistics.  

Collecting science, 
technology and innovation 
statistics  

Participants in the workshop.  
Photo: UNESCO 

UNESCO supports strengthening public 
service broadcasting in Nepal 

UNESCO and the Freedom Forum Nepal recently 
signed a partnership agreement to strengthen the role 
of public service broadcasting (PSB) in Nepal.  

The project aims to facilitate adoption of a PSB Act 
through lobbying and drafting of a PSB policy and Bill. 

“Nepal is currently passing through a very significant 
time to frame the new constitution. Nepal's legislative 
framework should be well prepared for strengthening 
public service broadcasting,” said Tara Nath Dahal, 

president of Freedom Forum Nepal.  

The project has identified the current status of the 
broadcasting sector in Nepal, including contemporary 
trends and problems. Advocates then shared their 
findings with media professionals, including 
broadcasters and government officials. The bill will be 
drafted based on research and discussions with 
stakeholders.  

Those working in Nepali media outlets are increasingly 
aware of the need for a strong democratic system that 
recognizes an independent media. To be a true public 
service broadcast, a great deal of independency is 
required. 

Only through such independency will broadcasters be 
able to be fully accountable to the citizens of Nepal, 
proponents of the bill said. 



UN Information Centre Kathmandu 6 

Volume II, Issue 3 
October, 2010 UN n e w s l e t t e r  

N e p a l  
VOLUME 31 JAN, 2011 

www.un.org.np, kathmandu.unic.org 
UNITED NATIONS IN NEPAL 

Calendar of Events 
 International Mother Language Day 

http://www.un.org/depts/dhl/language 

International Mother Language Day was 
proclaimed by UNESCO's General Conference 
in November 1999. The International Day has 
been observed every year since February 2000 
to promote linguistic and cultural diversity and 
multilingualism. 

Languages are the most powerful instruments of 
preserving and developing our tangible and 
intangible heritage. All moves to promote the 
dissemination of mother tongues will serve not 
only to encourage linguistic diversity and 
multilingual education but also to develop fuller 
awareness of linguistic and cultural traditions 
throughout the world and to inspire solidarity 
based on understanding, tolerance and dialogue.  

KATHMANDU 31 January: 
UNESCO and the Community 
Radio Support Centre (CRSC), 
established by the Nepal Forum of 
Environmental Journalists (NEFEJ), 
recently signed a partnership 
agreement to evaluate the 
performance of community radio 
stations in Nepal.  

The Community Radio Performance 
Assessment System (CR-PAS) is a 
unique tool developed by CRSC 
that has attracted national and 
worldwide interest and it is now to 
be piloted for the first time.  

CR-PAS draws effectively from both 
the grassroots experience of 
community media and from 
international broadcast practices. It 
considers the issues that are the 
real basis for the success of 
community media: public 
accountability; community 
representation; locally relevant 
programming; diverse funding; and 
acknowledgement of staff, including 
volunteers. 

The community radio sector in 
Nepal has come a long way since 
1997 when Radio Sagarmatha, the 
first independent, non-
governmental and non-profit radio 
station in Nepal, as well as the 

whole of South Asia, was 
established in Kathmandu. Today, 
there are 365 radio stations 
nationwide, including 160 
community radio stations that are 
already on air. The number of 
community radio stations is still 
growing.  

Head of the UNESCO Office in 
Kathmandu Axe Plathe said: 
“Starting with support for radio 
Sagarmatha when it was first 
established, community radio 
stations have had an important part 
in UNESCO’s work in Nepal. 
Therefore, we are excited to do this 
pilot project with CRSC.”  

CRSC coordinator Raghu Mainali 
added: “CRPAS provides 
community radio stations with a 
mirror for self-reflection and 
assessment. In addition, it 
promotes community radio and 
supports information on the 
sustainability of the radio stations, 
as well as in the areas where 
capacity building is most needed.”  

UNESCO supports 
community radio 
performance assessments 
in Nepal 

(This image has been taken from the cover of 
book: CR PAS) 
Photo: UNESCO 
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KATHMANDU, 9, January: 
Stepping Stone with support of UN 
Habitat and International Olympic 
Committee organized a felicitation 
programme on 9 January, 2010 in 
Lalitpur to honour 4 schools of the 
district for their praiseworthy 
contribution in water source 
conservation and environmental 
sanitation activities. 

Vice president of Nepal Olympic 
Committee Ganga Thapa felicitated 
the Saraswoti Higher Secondary 
School, Chhampi Devi Higher 
Secondary School, Bajra Barahi 
Higher Secondary School and 
Shree Padma Prakash Secondary 
School, each with a set of sound 
system at the programme. 

Those schools along with six others 
had conducted various WATSAN 
activities in different locations of the 
district in 2010 with support of 
Stepping Stone and Youth 
Opportunity Fund, UN Habitat. 
Their initiatives contributed 
conservation of local water sources 
and environmental sanitation in the 
area. Apart from these, these 
schools sensitized students on 
various WATSAN issues, who later 
conducted different awareness 
raising campaigns including street 
drama, essay competition, cleaning 

campaigns and other awareness 
activities that disseminated the 
message about safe drinking water 
and proper sanitation in the area 
effectively. 

At the programme, the sport 
materials were also distributed to 
14 schools of the district with 
support of the International Olympic 
Committee. 

Handing over the sport materials, 
Mr. Thapa told that the distribution 
of those materials aims to impart 
extra curricular knowledge to the 
school students and help them in 
developing their personality. 

Chief Technical Advisor at South 
Asia Region, UN Habitat Water for 
Asian Cities Programme Dr. 
Roshan Raj Shrestha appreciated 
the role played by concerned 
government agencies and civil 
society organizations to achieve 
remarkable improvement in 
implementing human value based 
water, sanitation and hygiene 
education in the last few years in 
Nepal. He opined that such 
activities should be continued 
further to improve water and 
sanitation sector in the country. 

During the felicitation programme, 

the students drew and exhibited the 
pictures about the value of safe and 
adequate drinking water, sanitation 
and hygiene in human life. 

Regarding these pictures, Prafulla 
Man Singh Pradhan, UN Habitat 
informed that UN Habitat would 
select some among these pictures 
to send in an international art 
competition that would be 
organized by UN Habitat to 
commemorate World Habitat Day 
2011. 

Curriculum Officer at Curriculum 
Development Center (CDC), Ram 
Prasad Subedi said that piloting of 
human value based water, 
sanitation and hygiene education 
programmes at school curriculums 
would help the CDC to improve its 
school level curriculum in days 
ahead. 

Rashmi Kafle, president of Stepping 
Stone said that similar projects 
have also been implemented at 
more than 40 schools of Morang, 
Sunsari, Bharatpur, Kathmandu and 
Bhaktapur as well. She also shared 
that the sport materials have also 
been provided to those schools. 

At the programme, the team of 
students from Padma Prakash S. 
School performed a drama bearing 
the information about importance of 
safe drinking water and sanitation. 

Schools honored for 
praiseworthy contribution in 
WATSAN sector 

Student and Teacher at felicitation 
programme. Photo: UNHABITAT 


