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O n 15 November 2010 the 
Holocaust and the United 
Nations Outreach 
Programme, in 

cooperation with the House of the 
Wannsee Conference Memorial 
and Educational site, organized a 
special students videoconference 
with UN Information Centres 

(UNICs) in Africa and Asia, 
including UNIC Kathmandu, to 
commemorate the anniversary of 
the Kristallnacht pogrom that took 
place on 9 November 1939 in 
Germany.  
 
A total of 150 high-school students 
in seven countries were brought 

together by UNICs Accra, Colombo, 
Dar es Salaam, Dhaka, Harare, 
Kathmandu and Yangon for a 
briefing on Kristallnacht and the 
Holocaust.  They also had the 
unique opportunity to listen to the 
testimony of Ms. Margot 
Friedlander, Holocaust survivor, 
and ask her questions about her 
personal experience. 

Born to a Jewish family in Berlin in 
1921, Margot was sent to a forced 
labour factory at the age of 20. After 
the arrest of her mother and 
brother, Margot found herself 
completely alone in Nazi Germany 
and had no choice but to go into 
hiding. For fifteen months, Margot’s 

newsletter 

UNIC takes part in 
observance of  
Kristallnacht pogrom  

UNIC NIOs pose with Wolf Kaiser, 
Deputy-Director of the Wannsee House, 
and Kathryn Meyer Executive-Secretary 
of the Task Force for International 
Cooperation on Holocaust Education, 
Remembrance and Research in 2008.  
Photo: UN 

“ Try to make your life” was the last message Margot 
received from her mother and the title of the mem-
oirs she published in 2008. “My will to live, to follow 
the wishes of my mother gave me the strength to try 
[to survive]”. 

About Holocaust 
The Holocaust and the United Nations outreach programme seeks to remind the world of the lessons to be learnt from the 
Holocaust in order to help to prevent future acts of genocide. 
 
The outreach programme was created at the request of the United Nations General Assembly in its resolution 60/7, adopted on 1 
November 2005. The United Nations Department of Public Information (UNDPI) has taken the lead in creating a broad initiative, 
designed to encourage the development by United Nations Member States of educational curricula on the subject of the 
Holocaust, and to mobilize civil society for education and awareness. 
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life depended on “people who 
shared their home and their food 
with me, people that I had never 
seen before, people who had the 
courage to do the right thing, [and] 
risked their lives” she told the 
students. 

But in 1944 she was arrested and 
deported to the Theresienstadt 
concentration camp in Nazi-
occupied Czechoslovakia where 
she managed to survive for a year, 
despite the terrible conditions. 
While transports to the death 
camps in the East left on a regular 
basis, Margot was miraculously 
spared from the numerous 
deportations to Auschwitz Birkenau.  
She was still a prisoner at 
Theresienstadt when wagons of 
barely alive transports arrived from 
the East by train, sent by the Nazi's 
just prior to the arrival of the 
Soviets.  She described these 
prisoners as “men that were not 
human any more” with “terror in 
their eyes”. “This was the moment I 
knew I would never see my mother 
and my little brother again” she 
said. Later she learnt that most of 
her family had been murdered in 
Auschwitz Birkenau. 

“Try to make your life” was the last 
message Margot received from her 
mother and the title of the memoirs 
she published in 2008. “My will to 
live, to follow the wishes of my 
mother gave me the strength to try 
[to survive]”. 

Margot met her husband Adolf 
Friedlander in the camp and 
married him after liberation. From 
Theresienstadt they went to a camp 
for displaced persons in southern 
Germany. In July 1946 they 
immigrated to the United States. 

Asked how she managed to 
overcome the trauma of the 
Holocaust, Margot said “Life goes 
on, you have to try to make the best 
of it.” “I want to look forward” she 
added.  Upon invitation by the 
German Senate, Margot returned to 
her home town Berlin in 2003 for 
the first time in over fifty years. In 
2010 she decided to live there 
permanently and just celebrated her 
89th birthday. 

Many questions were asked by the 
local students, amongst which 
were: “How did the Holocaust affect 
your life?”, “What was your most 
memorable moment in the camp?”, 
“How did you feel the first time you 
came back to Berlin?”, “How did 
you feel after surviving the 
Holocaust?” 

Asked by a student what could be 
done by young people in the world 
to help to prevent future acts of 
genocide, Margot replied: “You can 
do a lot. First of all, [look at other 
people] as other human beings. Be 
respectful of other people 
[regardless of ethnicity or 
religion].When you hear people talk 
badly, use your own judgement to 

answer them. I respect people and 
you should respect everyone, too”. 
“I am going to schools, libraries to 
talk to people about our experience 
to tell them my feelings, wishes and 
hopes. My mission as a survivor, in 
memory not only of my parents but 
also of six million people [who 
perished] is to do something so that 
it doesn’t happen again”, she 
concluded. 

In attendance at UNIC Yangon 
were also H.E. Julius Georg Luy, 
German Ambassador in Myanmar, 
and H.E. Yaron Mayer, 
Ambassador for Israel in Myanmar. 

Prior to the video conference, UNIC 
Kathamand briefed the students on 
the history of the Holocaust, using 
tools such as the United Nations 
Holocaust Programme’s “Footprints 
for Hope” kit or the “Electronic 
Notes for Speakers”. 

The House of the Wannsee 
Conference is a long-time partner of 
the Holocaust and the United 
Nations Outreach Programme.  In 
2008, the two institutions developed 
a week-long training seminar in 
English for the National Information 
Officers of 24 United Nations 
Information Centres from Africa and 
Asia on the history of the Holocaust 
and genocide prevention. 

UNIC National Information Officer Ram 
Babu Shah with the participanting 
students from different schools.  
Photo: UNIC 



UN Information Centre Kathmandu 3 

Volume II, Issue 3 
October, 2010 

VOLUME 29 NOV, 2010 

UN n e w s l e t t e r  
N e p a l  

www.un.org.np, kathmandu.unic.org 
UNITED NATIONS IN NEPAL 

D oti, 30 Nov: After almost 
a month of shovelling and 
cementing, a 30 year-old 
farmer from the 

Kalikasthan village of Doti district in 
far-western Nepal wore a happy 
smile as she received rations of rice 
and lentils in exchange for her work 
on a community pond.  

The project, funded by the 
European Union Food Facility and  
delivered through WFP’s Food/
Cash-for-Assets (FCFA) 
programme, is one of thousands of 
WFP F/CFA projects across Nepal 
that aim to meet the immediate food 
needs of local villagers whilst 
engaging them in work activities 
that increase  household production 
and improve livelihoods.  

“I am grateful to WFP and EU for 
starting the project in our village. 
Today I will take home 40 kg of rice 
and 5 kg of lentils for my hard work 
on this project,” Khina Biswokarma 
explains. Khina went on to describe 
the struggle she had been facing to 
provide enough food for her three 
young children prior to the work 
opportunity.  

After three consecutive years of 
drought, Khina’s family members 
are among more than 400 people 
who will benefit from the pond, with 
some eighty households from local 
communities gaining access to the 
water so they can irrigate their 
fields.  

“Once the pond is constructed, I will 
use the water from there to grow 

vegetables in my field. I no longer 
have to depend on the rain or walk 
long to fetch water.” “Before most of 
time the land would remain unused 
as there was no irrigation, but now 
we can do something about it,” says 
Khina.    

WFP’s Food/Cash For Assets 
(FCFA) programme WFP’s Food/
Cash-for-Assets (FCFA) 
programme targets the most food 
insecure and vulnerable 
communities with projects that 
improve production and livelihoods 
while providing assistance to meet 
immediate food and nutrition needs. 
In 2010, the programme will target 
1.6 million Nepalese people, work 
activities will include: road and 
bridge development and repair, 
irrigation systems, fishery ponds 
and cash crop cultivation. Project 
activities are designed to be 
undertaken between planting and 
harvest periods when household 
food stocks are leanest.  

Irrigation pond fosters food 
security in drought  
prone area  

Local women of drought-hit Kalikasthan 
VDC in Doti district gather to collect their 
rations distributed under WFP's Food-
for-Assets programme in exchange for 
their labour work in constructing an 
irrigation pond.  
Photo: WFP/ Deepesh Shrestha  

" Before, most of time the land would remain unused as there was 
no irrigation, but now with this pond we can do something about 
it.”– Khina Biswokarma  
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S imikot 26 Nov: Even 
though fifty two year old 
Uma Kala Raut of 
Paubada ward no 2 of 

Simikot never ventures out of her 
village but she seemed quite 
enthusiastic to know that Simikot 
might be the district headquarter of 
the one of the provinces.  

“Does it mean that there will be 
roads that will take our apples to 
Nepalgunj? Asked Raut. She had 
heard it from a local political party 
leader that Jadan (Humla, Mugu 
and Dolpa) would be a separate 
province with the power 
decentralized, who was one of the 
participants of the three day 
workshop on federalism from Nov 
12 at Simikot. The workshop was 
organized jointly by Center for 
Constitutional Dialogue (CCD) and 
local NGO Himalayan Conservation 
and Development Association 
(HCDA) in the proposed Jadan 
province. 

The Federalism Dialogue 
participants expressed their belief 
that the Constituent Assembly (CA) 
should seek suggestions from the 
people who would be directly 
affected by their proposals.  

A total of 38 participants, including 

civil society leaders, rights activists, 
government officials, intellectuals, 
and political party leaders from ten 
districts attended the three day 
Jadan Province Federalism 
Dialogue.  They came from Humla, 
Mugu and Dolpa districts.  

Sonam Tsering Lama, member of 
Forest Consumers Committee from 
Mangri VDC-5 of Mugu district 
expressed dissatisfaction that the 
federal structure was proposed by 
the State Restructuring Committee 
has not been discussed within the 
parties.  “The proposed ‘Jadan’ 
province and Simkot of Humla as 
the provincial capital is totally 
impractical as there is no way for 
the people from other districts such 
as Dolpa and Mugu could travel all 
the way for their administrative work 
as that would push people from 
Jadan province even more 
backward.”  

Professor Krishna Khanal and 
Professor Krishna Hachhetu, TU 
Central Department of Political 
Science, provided their expertise 
and experience on federalism, 
especially an overview of the CA 
State Restructuring Committee 
report, federal structures at the 
provincial level, nation building, 
priority rights, minority rights, and 
fiscal federalism. 

The participants entered into 
detailed discussions on the 
distribution of power between 
center and province. The 
participants also discussed minority 
rights in the provincial structure, 
local government and local service 
provision, as well as the basis of 
the formation of provinces and 
resolution of interprovincial 
relations. 

Tula Chandra Buda, CPN-UML 
district committee from Dolpa 

district said that the CA’s State 
Restructuring Committee proposal 
for 14 Federal States are not 
correct. “The division should not be 
based on population but it should 
be based on geography.”  

Nar Bahadur Rokaya suggested 
that the number of 14 federal states 
is fine, but the provinces should be 
based on identity of natural 
resources rather than ethnic 
identity. “The capital of the province 
should be decided only after relying 
on geographical feasibility and 
accessibility of natural resources.” 

Laxmi Lama, women activist from 
Humla district said that “the 
royalties that come from the selling 
of electricity, tourism, herbs, and 
minerals should be given to the 
state government.” 

Reviewing the CA State 
Restructuring and Distribution of 
State Power Committee report on 
forms of federal structures, 
Professor Hachhethu pointed out 
some weakness in the committee 
report.  “The report proposes 
centralized federalism while the 
provinces will become multi-
cultural; however, the report is 
silent on the protection of the 
minorities within each province.” 

A CCD representative, Surendra 
Chaudhary, said that the 
suggestions provided by the 
participants will be discussed with 
the CA members in Kathmandu.    

The CCD has already conducted 
twelve Federalism Dialogues in the 
proposed federal states of 
Limbuwan, Kirat, Sunkoshi, Mithila-
Bhojpura-Koch-Madhes, Tamuwan, 
Narayani, Magarat, Lumbini-
Awadh-Tharuawan,  Karnali, 
Khaptad, Newa and  Tamsaling  
province. 

Federalism dialogue 
reaches remote Mid  
Western Nepal 

Uma Kala Raut.  
Photo: CCD/UNDP 
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K athmandu, 30 Nov: High 
Powered Committee for 
Integrated Development of 
the Bagmati Civilization/ 

Government of Nepal, National 
Trust for Nature Conservation, 
Guthi, and Environment and Public 
Health Organization has developed 
a tele-serial “Dhalamati” with 
support of UN Habitat to sensitize 
people on faecal sludge 
management and promote septic 
tank at household level. 

The tele-serial, directed by MaHa 
Sanchar, was premiered in Lalipur 
on 26 November, 2010 amid a 
programme organized to mark the 
World Hand Washing Day 2010 and 
the World Toilet Day 2010 in Nepal. 

The Premier Show was inaugurated 
by the Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister for Physical Planning and 
Works Mr. Bijay Kumar Gachhadar, 
who told that the tele-serial would 
be very successful to motivate 
people to contribute in reducing 
river pollution by constructing septic 
tanks. He added that the serial had 
also highlighted the significance of 
wastewater treatment plant for 
sewage management in urban 
areas. 

Dr. Roshan Raj Shrestha, Chief 
Technical Advisor of UN Habitat 
South Asia Region believed that the 
construction of septic tank would 
help to reduce the trend of 
discharging untreated sewage in 
the river, which would improve river 
water quality and, in turn, urban 
environment. He suggested the 
local government authorities to 
associate with private sectors for 
the construction of wastewater 
treatment plant. In his opinion, it 
would increase job opportunities in 
addition to managing sewage and 
improving river environment.  

Speaking about the Dhalamati, 
renowned artist Madan Krishna 
Shrestha told that toilet construction 
is not getting priority due to lack of 
public awareness on sanitation. In 
such condition, Dhalamati would be 
effective to sensitize people on the 
importance of septic tank and 
sewage management, he said. He 
also urged all urban dwellers to 
take initiative in an individual level 
for cleaning the rivers. 

After the Premier Show, the tele-
serial has been telecasted through 
a national level television channel 
for the broader dissemination of the 

messages about septic tank and 
sewage management. 

The Dhalamti showing its concerns 
towards river pollution and its 
impact on environmental sanitation 
and public health has attempted to 
raise public awareness on sewage 
management and significance of 
the use of septic tank. Meanwhile, it 
has also presented the technical 
aspects that one should consider at 
the time of construction of septic 
tank.  

In the serial, renowned artist Hari 
Bamsha Acharya has performed 
the role of Hari Prasad, a tenant 
deprived of toilet facility. Similarly, 
Madan Krishna Shrestha played the 
role of house owner, who never 
willed to discharge sewage in the 
river and always wished to keep 
river clean. 

The tele-serial moves around the 
problems confronted by Hari 
Prasad and his family for not having 
a toilet. Dhalamati, in addition to 
entertaining the audiences, also 
advocates for proper sewage 
management, which is being 
directly discharged into the river 
affecting river ecosystem adversely. 
The serial has also suggested the 
concerned government bodies to 
construct modern wastewater 
treatment plants to manage the 
toilet waste generated from the 
Kathmandu Valley. 

‘Dhalamati’ sensitizing 
people on  
Sewage management 

Guest and Participants at the programme. 
Photo: UN-HABITAT 
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K ATHMANDU, 10 Nov: 
Representatives of 20 
countries, together with 
regional and international 

organizations and civil society 
gathered in Kathmandu from 10 to 
12 November to discuss 
conventional arms transfers and 
possibilities to improve their 
controls through a new international 
instrument currently under 
negotiation at the United Nations, 
the Arms Trade Treaty (ATT). This 
ATT initiative were discussed in the 
three day regional seminar, co-
hosted by UNIDIR and the UN 
Regional Centre for Peace and 
Disarmament in Asia and the 
Pacific (UNRCPD), and funded by 
the European Union (EU).  

The seminar was officially opened 
by Deputy Prime Minister and 
Foreign Minister Hon’ble Sujata 
Koirala of the Government of Nepal 
and officials from the United 
Nations and the EU, and attended 

by high-level representatives from 
relevant ministries of the 
participating states, international 
and regional organizations, and civil 
society. It seminar consisted of two 
parts: the first part concentrate on 
the ATT negotiations, with an 
overview of the process and 
discussions on the Treaty’s 
possible elements. The second half 
of the seminar concentrated on 
cooperation, assistance and 
capacity building. It included 
presentations of national and 
regional systems to regulate trade 
in conventional weapons, and 
discussion on aspects related to the 
establishment and enforcement of 
effective arms transfer control 
systems.  

The seminar was part of a series of 
regional events organized by 
UNIDIR for the EU to support the 
negotiations of the ATT, scheduled 
for 2012 by ensuring that the 
process is as inclusive as possible 

and that countries will be able to 
make concrete suggestions and 
recommendations on the elements 
of the future Treaty. The project 
also supports states in developing 
and improving national and regional 
arms transfer control systems. It is 
based on the Decision of the 
Council of the European Union 
entitled “EU activities in support of 
the Arms Trade Treaty, in the 
framework of the European Security 
Strategy” (2010/336/CFSP), 
adopted on 14 June 2010. 

The project follows from UNIDIR’s 
project to promote discussions on 
an ATT, also implemented for the 
EU from February 2009 to May 
2010. The original project showed 
that the most important next step in 
the ATT’s negotiations is continued, 
comprehensive dialogue about the 
different aspects and concrete 
elements of the proposed Treaty as 
well as its implementation. This new 
seminar represented a first follow-
up action building on the results 
attained during the first series of 
seminars. Reports from UNIDIR’s 
previous activities on ATT can be 
found at www.unidir.org.  

Countries come together in 
Kathmandu to discuss  
arms transfer controls 

Participants at the workshop.  
Photo: RCPD 
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I n an effort to boost the rice 
production in Nepal, FAO has 
introduced the System of Rice 
Intensification (SRI) in the 

summer planting season in Kailali, 
Doti, Shinduli and Udayapur 
Districts of Nepal. Originally 
developed in Madagascar by Fr. 
Henri de Laulanié, S.J, the System 
of Rice Intensification (SRI) is 
characterized by transplanting 
young seedlings one per hill in 
wider space. Rather than 
continuously flooded, the field is 
kept only most, and rotary weeder 
is used to clean the weed while 
cultivating the soil for aeration.   
The philosophy of the SRI is laid on 
the improvement of soil health and 
development of strong root system 
as well as giving a sufficient room 
for the rice plant to multiply and 
grow healthily.  SRI can be applied 
for any kind of rice variety: local, 
improved or hybrid.  Moreover, SRI 
technique requires 90% lesser 
seed, saving up to 40% water, 
using local resources for making 
compost and manure rather than 

chemical fertilizer, environmental 
friendly by releasing 40% lesser 
Glass House Gas. SRI by all count 
is an effective technology to 
address the key constraints of rice 
cultivation in Nepal. 

SRI was introduced to farmers 
through the Farmer Field School 
(FFS), an approach originally 
developed by FAO in 1989 in 
Indonesia as part of the Integrated 
Pest Management (IPM) 
programme.  Funded by European 
Union Food Facility, FAO has 
introduced SRI in 22 FFS in the last 
summer season under its food 
facility project.  FFS has been 
established in close collaboration 
with the Department of Agriculture 
and a number of partner NGOs in 
Nepal.   In the FFS, farmer is 
placed in the centre of the learning 
process who allows them 
experiencing the new technique, 
conducting different field trials, 
understanding the process and 
comparing with the usual technique. 
Humayun Kabir, FFS and SRI 

specialist at FAO, said that FFS 
provides farmers with the basics 
they need so that with their inherent 
diverse experience and with the 
newly acquired knowledge they can 
make better decisions and 
ultimately become better decision-
makers to improve production and 
incomes significantly in a 
sustainable manner.   

The result of SRI has already 
attracted hundreds of farmers who 
observed the superior growth and 
performance of SRI plants. More 
than 500 farmers participated in the 
22 FFS conducted in the past 
season. More farmers from the 
neighboring area visited the SRI 
fields established in the FFS. Based 
on the data available from Kailaili 
district, the average yields of SRI 
was 7.3 tons per hectare, which is 
almost 80% higher than farmers 
average yield (4tons/ha) in the 
area.  Bed Prashad Upadhaya, a 
farmer who participated in the FFS 
on SRI in Ramshikharjhala VDC in 
Kailali, had never imagined that a 
single rice plant could produce   50 
tillers. With the conventional 
cultivation practice, farmers who 
usually plant five to ten seedlings 

FAO organizing farmers field 
school in the system of  
rice intensification  

Mr. Upadhaya is comparing the rice from SRI 
(left hand) and conventional planting method 
(right hand) from the SRI plot in Kailali. 
Photo: FAO 
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could produce only 5 to 20 tillers. 
FAYA, the FAO partner NGO in 
Kailaili is highly impressed with the 
performance of SRI and has pledge 
strong support to mobilize more 
communities  to adopt SRI in larger 
scale in the next planting season 
starting from February. 

Ms. Chabbi Maya Praja, another 
farmer from Udayapur district, also 
confirmed that the rice plants grown 

with SRI are even healthier without 
using any pesticides. After 
participating in FFS, she realized 
that pest can be controlled by 
keeping a balance in the agro-
ecosystem rather than relying only 
on pesticides. She is eager to adopt 
SRI method on her field in the next 
planting season. 

While China, India, Indonesia and 
Vietnam have adopted SRI in larger 

scale, Nepal is still left behind. 
Average rice yield of Nepal belongs 
to one of the lowest in Asia. FAO’s 
operation officer, Ikhsan Sulaiman, 
said that SRI technology should be 
spread in larger scale to make 
Nepal a food secured country. 
When famers can double the rice 
productivity, Nepal will be self 
sufficient rather than relying on 
import of around 400,000 ton each 
year.  

Calendar of Events 
 December 1: World AIDS Day 

In 1988, the General Assembly expressed deep concern at the 
pandemic proportions of the acquired immunodeficiency 
syndrome (AIDS). Noting that the World Health Organization had 
declared 1 December 1988 World AIDS Day, the Assembly 
stressed the importance of observing that occasion (resolution 
43/15). URL: http://www.un.org/depts/dhl/aidsday/index.html 

 
 December 2: International Day For The Abolition Of Slavery 

The International Day for the Abolition of Slavery, 2 December, 
recalls the date of the adoption, by the General Assembly, of the 
United Nations Convention for the Suppression of the Traffic in 
Persons and of the Exploitation of the Prostitution of Others 
(resolution 317 (IV) of 2 December 1949). URL: http://www.un.org/
depts/dhl/slavery 

 
 December 3: International Day Of Disabled Persons 

In 1992, at the conclusion of the United Nations Decade of 
Disabled Persons (1983-1992), the General Assembly proclaimed 
3 December as the International Day of Disabled Persons 
(resolution 47/3). The Decade was a period of raising awareness 
and enacting measures to improve the situation of persons with 
disabilities and to provide them with equal opportunities. 
Subsequently, the Assembly appealed to Member States to 
highlight the observance of the Day in order to further integrate 
people with disabilities into society (resolution 47/88). 

 
 December 5: International Volunteer Day 

International Volunteer Day was established by the United Nations 
General Assembly through Resolution 40/212 on 17 December 
1985. 

 
 December 7: International Civil Aviation Day 

The United Nations General Assembly by resolution officially 
recognized 7 December as International Civil Aviation Day and 
listed it as an official UN day. The purpose of the global 
celebration is to generate and reinforce worldwide awareness of 
the importance of international civil aviation in the social and 
economic development of States, and of the role of International 
Civil Aviation Organization in promoting the safety, efficiency and 
regularity of international air transport. 

 
 December 9: International Anti-Corruption Day 

By resolution 58/4 of 31 October 2003, the General Assembly 
designated 9 December as International Anti-Corruption Day. This 
decision was taken in order to raise awareness of corruption and 
of the role of the United Nations Convention against Corruption in 
combating and preventing it. URL: http://www.un.org/depts/dhl/
events/anti_corruption 

 
 December 10: Human Rights Day 

Respect for human rights and human dignity "is the foundation of 
freedom, justice and peace in the world", the General Assembly 

declared in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. In 1950, 
all States and interested organizations were invited by the General 
Assembly to observe 10 December as Human Rights Day 
(resolution 423(V)). The Day marks the anniversary of the 
Assembly's adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
in 1948. Over the years, a whole network of human rights 
instruments and mechanisms has been developed to ensure the 
primacy of human rights and to confront human rights violations 
wherever they occur. URL: http://www.un.org/depts/dhl/
humanrights 

 
 December 11: International Mountain Day 

The UN General Assembly designated 11 December as 
'International Mountain Day'. This decision results from the 
success of the UN International Year of Mountains in 2002, which 
increased global awareness of the importance of mountains, 
stimulated the establishment of national committees in 78 
countries and strengthened alliances through promoting the 
creation of the International Partnership for Sustainable 
Development in Mountain Regions, known as the 'Mountain 
Partnership (WSSD, Johannesburg, 2 September 2002). 

 
 December 18: International Migrants Day 

On 4 December 2000, the General Assembly, taking into account 
the large and increasing number of migrants in the world, 
proclaimed 18 December International Migrants Day (resolution 
55/93). On that day, in 1990, the Assembly adopted the 
International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All 
Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families (resolution 
45/158). Member States, intergovernmental and non-
governmental organizations are invited to observe International 
Migrants Day through the dissemination of information on the 
human rights and fundamental freedoms of migrants, and through 
the sharing of experiences and the design of actions to ensure 
their protection. URL: http://www.un.org/depts/dhl/events/migrants 

 
 December 19: United Nations Day For South-South 

Cooperation 
By resolution 58/220 of 23 December 2003, the General Assembly 
decided to declare 19 December United Nations Day for South-
South Cooperation. This was the date on which the General 
Assembly endorsed the Buenos Aires Plan of Action for Promoting 
and Implementing Technical Cooperation among Developing 
Countries. The Assembly also urged all relevant United Nations 
organizations and multilateral institutions to intensify their efforts 
to effectively mainstream the use of South-South cooperation in 
the design, formulation and implementation of their regular 
programmes and to consider increasing allocations of human, 
technical and financial resources for supporting South-South 
cooperation initiatives. URL: http://www.un.org/Depts/dhl/events/
south/index.html 

 
 December 20: International Human Solidarity Day 

International Human Solidarity Day was established by the 
General Assembly of the United Nations in 2005 as an initiative in 
the fight against poverty. (A/RES/60/209). 


