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UN System marks UN Day 2010 in Nepal 

KATHMANDU, 22 Oct -
The UN Day was 
commemorated by the 
UN System in Nepal 
today in the UN House. 
T h e  e v e n t  w a s 
participated in by over 
6 0 0  p a r t i c i p a n t s 
consisting of high level 
government officials, 
d i p l o m a t i c  c o r p s , 
donors, INGO and NGO 
representatives, national 
and international media, 
civil society and UN staff 
members from all the 
a g e n c i e s .  A l s o 
participating on the 
occasion was Nepal’s 
Deputy Prime Minister 
and Foreign Minister 
Sujata Koirala. The 
Chief Guest of the 
function was Nepal’s 
Prime Minister Rt. 
Honourable Madhav 
Kumar Nepal.  

The programme started by screening of the Secretary 
General’s video message on the occasion of the UN Day. 

Speaking on the occasion, Prime Minister Madhav Kumar 
Nepal praised the United Nations for its support to Nepal’s 
peace process and socio-economic development. He said, 
“From peacekeeping to peace building and conflict 
resolution, from poverty alleviation to human development 
and disarmament, from human rights to climate change and 
environmental conservation, the UN has become a truly 
global instrument for peace and development cooperation 
in today’s world” adding, “Nepal has always been faithful in 
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From Left: UNRC/HC Robert Piper, PM Rt Hon’ble Madhav Kumar Nepal, DPM and Foreign Minister Hon’ble Sujata 
Koirala and RSG in Nepal Karin Landgren listening to the performance of “Sur Sudha”. Photo: UNIC 

Rt. Hon’ble Prime Minister Madhav Kumar Nepal 
addressing the UN Day programme. Photo: UNIC 
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undertaking its international obligations under the UN 
Charter.”  

The UN Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator for 
Nepal, Mr.  Robert Piper said the UN Day is an important 
opportunity for all the 22 agencies consisting of 2200 
staff that make up the UN Country Team in Nepal – to re-
commit its support to the host Government. He stressed 
on the need for greater stability in the broadest sense, in 
Nepal, requiring not only fewer cantonments and greater 
political power sharing, but also progress on issues like 
rule of law, equity and democracy. 

Also speaking on the occasion, the Representative of the 
Secretary general in Nepal and Head of UN Mission in 
Nepal Karin Landgren  reaffirmed that Un will continue to 
do all it can to support the peace process in Nepal. “ 
UNMIN has done its part to support Nepal’s peace 
process, including through assistance to the Constituent 
Assembly elections. UNMIN continues to monitor the 
management of arms and armies and to encourage the 

parties to keep the peace process on track.” said 
Landgren.  

The longest serving national staff members from various 
UN agencies received memento handed over to them by 
Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Ms. Sujata 
Koirala for their relentless contribution to the service of 
the UN.  

Three different short audio visuals were screened 
highlighting the important contributions been made by 
the UN in the development process of Nepal.  

The programme was marked by an enthralling 
performance by a renowned Nepali classical musical 
ensemble “Sur Sudha’.   

An important highlight of the UN Day programme was 
the exhibition booths that were set up by sixteen UN 
agencies. 

UN Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator for Nepal, Mr. Robert Piper  
giving the welcome speech on UN Day. Photo: UNIC 

The Representative of the Secretary General in Nepal and Head of UN Mission in Nepal Karin Landgren 
addressing the UN Day programme. Photo: UNIC 
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IN PICTURE: UN Day 2010 

The PM is greeted by Mr. Robert Piper and Ms. Karin Landgren Screening of the video message of the UNSG 

Participants of the programme 

DPM and FM Sujata Koirala giving away Long Service Award to  
a UN Staff. 

Top and Below: Recipients of Long Service Awards 
Top and Below: Participants taking refreshment and  

visiting UN stalls 
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KATHMANDU, 29 Oct: In Baitadi, one of the poorest 
and most isolated districts in Nepal, a 32km long road is 
being built as part of the Dehimandu-Giregada Rural 
Road Construction Project over the next three years to 
provide improved access to markets and livelihood 
opportunities for over 6,000 local households.  
 
During agricultural lean months, local villagers get the 
opportunity to work on the road building project in 
exchange for food and money as part of WFP’s Food/
Cash for Assets (F/CFA) programme, funded by the EU 
Food Facility (EUFF).  
 
"Usually at this time of year [March to May], my family 
struggles to put proper meals on the table,” says 52-
year-old Raj Bahadur Malla, “but with this project, I am 
able to work and get additional food and money for my 
family and good nutrition for my children." In exchange 
for his labour on the road, Raj gets 2kg of rice, 250g of 
lentil and NPR60 for a day’s work, plus a sachets of 
Vitamix, a nutritional supplement to children under five 
years of age.  
 
Local farmer Keshab Bahadur Bohara is very excited 
about the road and believes it will create many 
opportunities for the villagers once they are connected to 
the nearest town, Dehimandu. "I have seen how people's 
lives have changed after roads came to their areas, and I 
am looking forward to seeing what it will bring to my 
village."  

Once the road is completed, Keshab will be able to sell 
milk and citrus fruit in the market, and he says the 
income will improve his family's livelihood. Both Raj and 
Keshab complain that currently their surplus agricultural 
products rot because of poor access to market. They 
both expect this road to change that. "I am getting old, so 
I will not be able to enjoy what the road will bring our 
village for long, but for my children and grandchildren it 
will be a different story," Raj said before going to work on 
the stretch of road that winds its way into his village.  
 
In 2009, WFP  Nepal received 12 million in funding from 
the EU Food Facility to undertake livelihood and 
agricultural improvement projects through food/cash for 
work activities.   
WFP’s Food/Cash For Assets (FCFA) programme  
 
WFP’s Food/Cash For Assets (FCFA) programme 
targets the most food insecure and vulnerable 
commuities with projects that improve production and 
livelihoods while providing assistance to meet immediate 
food and nutrition needs. In 2010, the programme will 
target 1.6 million Nepalese people, work activities will 
include: road and bridge development and repair, 
irrigation systems, fishery ponds and cash crop 
cultivation. Project activities are designed to be 
undertaken between planting and harvest periods when 
household food stocks are leanest.  
 

EUFF funding paves way to food security and  
market opportunities  

Locals take rest from their labour work during the construction of road in Baitadi district. A 32km long road is being 
built as part of the Dehimandu-Giregada Rural Road Construction Project over the next three years to provide 

improved access to markets and livelihood opportunities for over 6,000 local households.  
Photo: WFP/ Deepesh Shrestha. 
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KATHMANDU, 29 Oct: Nepal still faces the challenge of 
achieving literacy for all as more than 40 per cent of its 
adult population is still illiterate.  

With GPI at 0.64, the total number of illiterates in 2008 
stood at 7.6 million, of whom 66.6 per cent were women, 
according to a new report by the UNESCO Institute for 
Statistics (UIS).   

Two out of three countries globally face gender 
disparities in primary and secondary education and as 
many as half will not achieve the goal of gender parity in 
education by 2015, according to the UIS report. 

Published on the eve of the United Nations Millennium 
Summit (New York 20-22 September) and 15 years after 
the Fourth World Conference on Women, the 2010 
edition of the Global Education Digest focuses on gender 
and education. It reports on the progress and pitfalls in 
reaching the goal of eliminating gender disparities at all 
levels of education by 2015.  

According to the Global Education Digest, boys and girls 

in only 85 countries will have equal access to primary 
and secondary education by 2015 if present trends 
continue. Seventy-two countries are not likely to reach 
the goal  

Globally, girls are more likely to never enter primary 
school than boys. In South and West Asia, only about 87 
girls start primary school for every 100 boys, according to 
UIS data. The situation is not much better in sub-
Saharan Africa, where about 93 girls begin their primary 
education for every 100 boys, according to the regional 
average.   

In 2008, 796 million adults lacked basic literacy skills 
globally, and women accounted for two-thirds (64.1 per 
cent) of the total illiterate adults population (15 years and 
older). With 412 million illiterate adults, of whom 63.5 per 
cent were women, South and West Asia accounted for 
more than half of the illiterate population in the world.  

Worldwide, the GPI in adult literacy improved from 0.84 
in 1990 to 0.90 in 2008.  The GPI in South West Asia 
also increased to 0.70 from 0.56 in 1990 and 0.67 in 
2000. Nepal had an adult literacy rate of 57.9 per cent 
(males: 71.1 per cent, compared to females: 45.4 per 
cent), and the GPI improved to 0.64.  

In the case of youth literacy (15-24 years) Nepal’s 
achievement was more significant compared to the 
achievement of majority of the countries in the South and 
West Asia.   

In 2008, the total youth literacy rate in Nepal reached to 
80.8 per cent (males: 86.2 per cent compared to 
females: 75.0 per cent). For the countries in South and 
West Asia it was 79.3 per cent (males: 85.7 per cent, 
compared to females: 73.3 per cent).  

Globally, there were 131 million youth illiterates (females: 
60.7 per cent), with over 66 million in South and West 
Asia countries (females: 63.5 per cent).  

Nepal had 1.1 million youth illiterates, of whom 63.3 per 
cent were women. The GPI in youth literacy was 0.94 
globally, while it was 0.86 in South West Asia (0.87 in 
Nepal).       

The Global Education Digest is available online at: 
www.uis.unesco.org/publications/ged2010 

For further information, including updates about 
UNESCO’s involvement at the Millennium Summit, 
access: www.unesco.org 

Nepal has yet to achieve the EFA goal on  
literacy for all   

Global Education Digest Report 
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KATHMANDU, 29 Oct: The UNESCO Kathmandu 
Office, in collaboration with Nepal National Commission 
for UNESCO, celebrated World Day for Audiovisual 
Heritage on 27 October in Kathmandu by organizing a 
roundtable discussion on the safeguarding of Nepal’s 
audiovisual memory, followed by a concert of traditional 
Nepali music. 

The events highlighted the importance of preserving 
audiovisual heritage. The aim of the Day is to raise 
public awareness of these documents as integral 
components of national identity and to spearhead efforts 
for their protection. 

Proceedings started with a roundtable discussion with 
the theme: “Saving and Savouring Nepal’s Audiovisual 
Heritage”. Participants from various stakeholder groups 
emphasized the issue of preserving historical sounds 
and images. 

The keynote speech was delivered by Kanak Mani Dixit, 
the Member-Secretary of Madan Puraskar Pustakalaya, 
a private library and archive. He noted that while Madan 
Puraskar Pustakalaya has already started collecting and 
preserving some of Nepal’s audiovisual heritage, there is 

still a lot of work to do in mapping heritage scattered 
around Nepal and the wider world. 

 “Audiovisual heritage can take many forms: moving or 
still images; oral or musical records and can exist on 
analogue or digital carriers.  It is composed of the 
documents that have defined the 20th century and 
provided new means of cultural expression, and new 
methods of creating and accessing knowledge,” Axel 
Plathe, Head of the UNESCO Office in Kathmandu and 
UNESCO Representative to Nepal, said in his speech. 

The roundtable discussion was followed by a concert by 
Nepali music group Rock Sitar, lead by famous Nepali 
sitar player Bijaya Vaidya. He emphasized the 
importance of keeping heritage alive by developing it 
further. 

“If I would play the sitar only in the traditional way, I 
would not reach the young Nepali people. By 
experimenting different music types and styles of 
playing, we can keep the traditional instruments alive,” 
he said. 

Nepal celebrates World Day for Audiovisual Heritage  

Member-Secretary of Madam Puraskar Pustakalaya and noted media person Kanak Mani Dixit giving the keynote speech. 
Photo: UNESCO 

In a ceremony 
held on 29 July 
2 0 1 0 ,  t h e 
S e c r e t a r y 
G e n e r a l 
presented the 
United Nations 

Statistics Division with its third UN21 Award. This latest 
award recognized UNdata as the winner in the category 
"Improvements in Client Services". UNdata is an innovative 
service which enables free and easy access to UN statistical 
databases to users of statistical information around the world. 

UNdata currently has 32 databases with 60 million records. 
Plans are underway to include country databases into this 
searchable, metadata-enabled database environment. 
 
The UN 21 Awards were established in 1996 to recognize 
outstanding initiatives by United Nations individual staff 
members or teams to improve the delivery of the 
Organization’s programmes and services. The Awards serve to 
highlight innovations across the Organization which have a 
multiplier effect and ensure sustainable results. 

data.un.org 
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This year’s World Teachers’ Day, observed on 5 
October under the motto “Recovery Begins with 
Teachers”, pays tribute to the many teachers 
worldwide who work in extreme challenging 
circumstances.  In Kathmandu, UNESCO, the 
Teachers Union of Nepal and the Education 
Journalists Group co-organize a joint event to 
celebrate the day. .  
 
KATHMANDU, 29 Oct: “Many teachers work in extremely 
challenging circumstances. They serve in communities 
with high rates of poverty, coping with violence within 
and outside the classroom, or confronting the 
demoralizing impact of HIV and AIDS on colleagues, 
students and families. There are teachers who seek to 
ensure the right to education of 18.5 million refugee 
children throughout the world. In countries affected by 
conflict, teachers are instrumental to reconstruction and 
peace-building”, says a joint message signed by 

UNESCO Director-General Irina Bokova, ILO Director-
General Juan Somavia, UNDP Administrator Helen 
Clark, UNICEF Executive Director Anthony Lake, and 
Fred van Leeuwen, General Secretary of Education 
International on the occasion of the World Teachers’ Day 
2010.  
The UNESCO Office in Kathmandu, the Teachers Union 
of Nepal, the Education Journalist Group and National 
Campaign for Education for All (NCE) group jointly 
celebrate World Teachers’ Day on 5 October 2010 by co-
facilitating an event entitled “Teachers and Quality 
Education for All” at the Education Journalist Group 
office in Dilli Bazaar, Kathmandu. 
The event will highlight the pivotal roles that teachers 
play in shaping children’s lives and building the nation by 
delivering quality education. School and university 
teachers, representatives of teacher associations, 
Ministry of Education and its institutions and UN 
agencies will participate in the interaction.  
The themes for discussion include: International trends 
on teachers’ working conditions and status in Nepal, 
teachers’ performance and problems from journalists’ 
viewpoint, teachers and quality education for all, and the 
role of teachers in emergencies.  
In Nepal, attacks on teachers and students continue to 
be a matter of grave concern according to a report 
entitled “Education under Attack 2010” that was 
launched by UNESCO in February this year. 
After the 2006 peace agreement, attacks on education 
continued particularly in the Terai region, but were 
harder to track because they were being carried out by 
smaller, less visible armed groups, stresses the report.  
Since November 2006, the number of teachers and 
students abducted dropped dramatically, but the 
combined number of teachers and students killed 
continued at similar rates as during the conflict. In other 
words, despite a fall in abductions, the killings have 
continued at similar rates to those during the 11-year civil 
war, when on average 13 teachers and 31 students were 
killed each year.  
The study also reveals that political movements linked to 
armed groups have tried to implement political 
programmes in schools that could be a prelude to 
indoctrination and recruitment of child combatants.  
World Teachers’ Day has been observed annually on 5 
October since 1994 to commemorate the anniversary of 
the signing in 1966 of the UNESCO/ILO 
Recommendation Concerning the Status of Teachers. It 
is an occasion to celebrate the essential role of teachers 
in providing quality education at all levels. 
 

Celebrating World Teachers’ Day 2010:  
Recovery Begins with Teachers 

Teacher’s Day poster. 
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KATHMANDU, 29 Oct: Ensuring a smooth transition of 
school children from primary to secondary education is 
one of the main challenges facing education in Nepal.  

A UNESCO study will now look into the issue and 
provide key policy recommendations to improve the 
situation. 

Although Nepal has achieved considerable success in 
expanding primary education , achievements in 
secondary education are not on par with this progress.  

In this respect, the study will examine various policy 
experiences of the country in expanding access to lower 
secondary education and their impact on inclusion and 
exclusion from educational opportunities.  

The study will support interested parties in facilitating the 
transition of learners from primary to lower secondary 
education in an inclusive and equitable manner.   

The research is being carried out by the Research 
Centre for Educational Innovation and Development, and 
researchers will prepare a comprehensive report of 
recommendations for reforms.  

 

The study will form part of an initiative involving nine 

countries: Burundi, Ecuador, the Gambia, Guyana, 
Malawi, Morocco, Nepal, Viet Nam and Yemen. All of 
these nations recently embarked on educational reforms.  

The outcomes of the country reviews and analysis will be 
exchanged and discussed among participating countries 
at an experts’ meeting. Analysis and implications will be 
consolidated as a policy brief to inform Member States 
globally.  

The Flash Report 1, 2009-10 of the Department of 
Education Nepal recorded the Net Enrolment Rate 
(NER) at 93.7 per cent (boys at 94.7 per cent and girls at 
92.6 per cent), thus ensuring a Gender Parity Index 
(GPI) of 0.98 in primary education(Grade 1-5). 
Furthermore, the report revealed an NER of 63.2 per 
cent (boys at 64.3 per cent and girls at 61.9 per cent) in 
lower secondary education (Grade 6-8), 40.8 per cent 
(boys at 41.4 per cent and girls at 40.1 per cent) in 
secondary education (Grade 9-10) and 6.8 per cent (both 
boys and girls at 6.8 per cent) in higher secondary 
education (Grade 11-12). For the first time, it calculated 
the NER for basic education (Grade 1-8) at 83.2 per cent 
(boys at 84.3 per cent and girls at 82.0 per cent) and 
secondary education (Grade 9-12) at 23.9 per cent (boys 
at 24.2 per cent and girls at 23.5 per cent).  

Research on transition from primary to secondary education 

 

Students from a secondary school. Photo: UNESCO 
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KATHMANDU, 24 Oct: UN-HABITAT Water for Asian 
Cities (WAC) Programme Nepal in association with 
Gender Water Alliance (GWA) organized a Follow Up 
Workshop on Gender Mainstreaming in Water and 
Sanitation (WATSAN) from 22 – 24 September, 2010 in 
Lalitpur, Nepal. 
 
The workshop had been held to enhance the 
understanding of WATSAN stakeholders on gender, 
share the experiences of the participants on gender 
mainstreaming and increase equal gender participation 
in the sector. It also aims to consult on their Gender 
Mainstreaming Action Plans and make necessary 
improvements for its effective implementation in 
WATSAN sector. 
 
There were around 30 participants at the workshop 
particularly from different government agencies, 
municipalities and non-governmental organizations. 
 
Speaking at the programme, Sudha Shrestha, Acting 
Chief Technical Advisor, UN Habitat WAC Programme 
Nepal informed that the follow up workshop will also be 
organized in Laos, Vietnam, Indonesia and Cambodia 
immediately after Nepal. According to her, the 
participants of these workshops will share their 
experiences on gender mainstreaming, which will be 
used as reference to develop a “Resource Book for 
Gender Mainstreaming in WATSAN Sector in Asia”. 
 

Ester de Jong, Deputy Director of GWA told that the 
workshop had been expected to enhance the 
organizational capacities in addition to increasing 
knowledge of the WATSAN stakeholders on gender 
mainstreaming. 
 
Senganphone Chithtalath, Gender Program Officer, 
Mekong River Commission shared about the success 
stories of the gender mainstreaming in water resource 
development and other WATSAN activities along 
Mekong Basin.  
 
During the workshop, the participants were introduced to 
gender mainstreaming and suggested to use different 
indicators to measure gender mainstreaming at different 
levels including policy, technology, organizational and 
programme level.  They were also guided on gender 
budgeting, and different principles of effective gender 
and water governance.  
 
Apart from it, the workshop reviewed the lessons and 
experiences of the operational aspects of the action 
plans of each participating organizations. Based on the 
consultation among the participants, these plans were 
improved to make it more effective at organizational 
level. These action plans had been developed in the 
previous gender mainstreaming workshop held last year 
in Nepal to institutionalize gender mainstreaming in 
WATSAN sector. 

Follow up workshop on gender mainstreaming in 
WATSAN held 

Participants of gender workshop. Photo: UNHABITAT 
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KATHMANDU, 7 Oct: The National Coordinating Body 
(NCB) led by the Ministry of Physical Planning and 
Works launched a “National Sanitation Programme” in 
facilitation of UN Habitat on 7 October, 2010 in Nepal. 
The project has been granted USD 5 million from Global 
Sanitation Fund (GSF) Programme, which will be 
invested solely in sanitation sector in the country. 

The programme aimed to provide support to the 
Government of Nepal to achieve the Millennium 
Development Goals (MDGs) and National targets on 
sanitation. 

There were around 100 participants at the launching 
programme particularly from different government 
ministries, department and agencies, UN Agencies 
including UN Habitat, Water Supply and Sanitation 
Collaborative Council (WSSCC) and other donor 
organizations, International and National Non-
Government Organizations, Civil Society Organizations 
and different media. They were introduced to GSF 
Programme and its objectives, and consulted to make 
the programme more effective. 

Addressing the launching programme, Joint Secretary at 
Ministry of Physical Planning and Works, and 
chairperson of NCB, Raj Kumar Malla stated that the 
GSF Programme has appeared as an opportunity in 
Nepal, which will accelerate the ongoing sanitation 
activities in the country. According to him, it will be 
allocated to develop Open Defecation Free communities, 
strengthen stakeholders, support implementation of 
National Hygiene and Sanitation Master Plan, knowledge 
management and disseminate learning. 

Chief, Water and Sanitation Section II, Water, Sanitation 
and Infrastructure Branch, UN HABITAT, Andre Dzikus 
said that the GSF programme would play pivotal role in 
drawing the attention of the Nepal Government and 
various other donor organizations to sanitation. He was 
very hopeful that the programme would bring behavioural 
change and increase access to sustainable, safe 
sanitation and hygiene that would result better health in 
the targeted communities. 

GSF Programme Manager at WSSCC Barry Jackson 
told that the GSF programme has been expected to 
establish Open Defecation Free communities by the end 
of the project. He also informed that the programme can 
be extended if found effective from mid-term evaluation. 

Dr. Roshan Raj Shrestha, Regional Chief Technical 
Advisor, UN Habitat South Asia expressed that GSF 
programme would act as a catalyzing agency for 
resource pooling arrangements in Nepal. In his opinion, 
the fund will help to fulfill the resource gaps in sanitation 
sector. 

Briefing about the GSF Programme, Oliver Jones, 
Programme Officer at WSSCC informed that the five-
year programme has aimed to strengthen the civil 
society groups, schools, private sectors in Nepal. He 
added that it would conduct various activities keeping 
poor and un-served community in the centre in order to 
promote hygiene, raise awareness and create demand 
for sanitation. It has also planned to maintain integration 
and linkages among different local resources of the 
targeted areas. 

After this launching, Nepal has become the first country 
to initiate GSF programme in Asia. The programme has 
already launched similar projects in Madagascar and 
Senegal. 

GSF is the world's only multi-donor fund created by 
WSSCC to help more people attain safe sanitation and 
practice good hygiene. It has appointed UN Habitat, 
through a open competition process, as its Executing 
Agency in Nepal. This appointment has been made to 
distribute the fund to different sanitation and hygiene 
programmes in the country. 

The project that will effectively work by 2011, will select 
at least five districts with sanitation coverage less than 
20 percent from three development regions. It has 
targeted to reach over 3 million Nepalese living in areas 
with the lowest sanitation coverage. It will concentrate in 
community led and sanitation marketing approached to 
extend sanitation and hygiene facilities. 

Global Sanitation Fund Programme launched in Nepal 

Barry Jackson give his speech. Photo: UNHABITAT 
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KATHMANDU, 3 Oct: UNDP’s Support to Participatory 
Constitution Building in Nepal (SPCBN) project shared 
key findings from its provincial-level Federalism 
Dialogues with senior political party leaders and 
influential Constituent Assembly (CA) members in 
Sauraha, Chitwan from 1 – 3 October. The main 
objective of the programme was to contribute to the 
process and content of revising the CA’s State 
Restructuring and Division of Powers Committee (SRDC) 
draft report. 
 
15 leaders representing three major parties, UCPN-
Maoist, Nepali Congress and CPN-UML, four Madhesh-
based parties and 2 small parties, as well as members of 
the Constitutional, Gaps and Overlap and SRDC 
committees attended the three day programme. The 
Dialogue Review was organized into four sessions: 
name and boundary of provinces, division of power, 
minority rights and special structures. 
 
CPN-UML CA member, Agni Kharel, said that while an 
emphasis on identity and language should be kept in 
mind while creating province, geographical accessibility 
for people to reach administrative centres should also be 
considered.   
 
Senior leaders attending the meeting acknowledged the 
importance of the issue of identity over capacities when 
the SRDC proposed the 14 federal units. They 
suggested, however, the SRDC take capacities of the 
proposed federal units more into account when finalizing 
the final federal map of Nepal.  

 
Expressing thanks to UNDP for providing the platform to 
hear the concerns of the people, Jaya Prakash Gupta, 
Madheshi Janaadhikar Forum CA member, said that it 
was important to review and revise the proposed federal 
units, their names and boundaries.   
 
Similarly, a Nepal Sadhbhawana Party CA member said 
attention will need to be paid to boundaries, names and 
powers in order to make all provinces balanced and 
equally capable of raising taxes and delivering essential 
government services.  
 
The leaders also suggested holding dialogues in the 
future between neighboring federal provinces to resolve 
any territorial disputes emerging from competing claims, 
as well as to promote provincial economic inter-
dependence. 
 
CPN-UML CA member Pasang Sherpa said that a key 
demand of ethnic communities is the recognition of 
ethnic history and culture. “Those who say that 
ethnically-based provinces are wrong,” he said, “Are thus 
not in favour of the demands of ethnic communities.”  
 
UNDP’s Support to the Participatory Constitution 
Building in Nepal project has to date conducted twelve 
Federalism Dialogues in the proposed federal states of 
Limbuwan, Kirat, Sunkoshi, Mithila-Bhojpura-Koch-
Madhesh, Tamuwan, Narayani, Magarat, Lumbini-
Awadh-Tharuawan, Karnali, Khaptad, Tamsaling and 
Newa province.  

UNDP holds meetings with senior political leaders and 
CA members to discuss CA report of the State 

Restructuring and Division of Powers Committee 

Senior Political party leaders participating in a three day federalism workshop organized by SPCBN-UNDP.  
Photo: CCD/UNDP 
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November 06: International Day For Preventing The 
Exploitation Of The Environment In War And Armed 
Conflict 

On 5 November 2001, the General Assembly declared 6 
November of each year as the International Day for 
Preventing the Exploitation of the Environment in War 
and Armed Conflict (resolution 56/4). In taking this 
action, it considered that damage to the environment in 
times of armed conflict impairs ecosystems and natural 
resources long after the period of conflict, often 
extending beyond the limits of national territories and the 
present generation. 

November 14: World Diabetes Day 

On December 20 2006, the General Assembly passed a 
resolution (A/RES/61/225) recognizing diabetes as a 
chronic, debilitating and costly disease. The resolution 
designates World Diabetes Day as a United Nations Day 
to be observed every year starting in 2007. 

November 16: International Day For Tolerance 

In 1996, the General Assembly invited Member States to 
observe the International Day for Tolerance on 16 
November, with activities directed towards both 
educational establishments and the wider public 
(resolution 51/95 of 12 December). This action came in 
the wake of the United Nations Year for Tolerance, 1995, 
proclaimed by the Assembly in 1993 (resolution 48/126). 
The Year had been declared on the initiative of the 
General Conference of UNESCO; on 16 November 
1995, the UNESCO member States had adopted the 
Declaration of Principles on Tolerance and Follow-up 
Plan of Action for the Year. URL: http://www.un.org/
depts/dhl/tolerance 

November 20: Africa Industrialization Day 

Within the framework of the Second Industrial 
Development Decade for Africa, the General Assembly 
proclaimed 20 November as Africa Industrialization Day 
(resolution 44/237 of 22 December 1989). The Day is 
intended to mobilize the commitment of the international 
community to the industrialization of Africa. 

November 20: Universal Children’s Day 

By resolution 836(IX) of 14 December 1954, the General 
Assembly recommended that all countries institute a 
Universal Children's Day, to be observed as a day of 
worldwide fraternity and understanding between children. 
It recommended that the Day was to be observed also as 
a day of activity devoted to promoting the ideals and 
objectives of the Charter and the welfare of the children 
of the world. The date 20 November, marks the day on 

which the Assembly adopted the Declaration of the 
Rights of the Child, in 1959, and the Convention on the 
Rights of the Child, in 1989. URL: http://www.un.org/
Depts/dhl/children_day 

November 21: World Television Day 

In 1996, the General Assembly proclaimed 21 November 
as World Television Day, commemorating the date on 
which, the first World Television Forum was held at the 
United Nations. States were invited to observe the Day 
by encouraging global exchanges of television 
programmes focusing on issues such as peace, security, 
economic and social development, and the enhancement 
of cultural exchanges (Resolution 51/205 of 17 
December). 

November 25: International Day For The Elimination 
Of Violence Against Women 

By resolution 54/134 of 17 December 1999, the General 
Assembly designated 25 November as the International 
Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women, and 
invited governments, international organizations and 
NGOs to organize activities designated to raise public 
awareness of the problem on that day. Women's activists 
have marked 25 November as a day against violence 
since 1981. This date came from the brutal assassination 
in 1960, of the three Mirabal sisters, political activists in 
the Dominican Republic, on orders of Dominican ruler 
Rafael Trujillo (1930-1961). URL: http://www.un.org/
Depts/dhl/violence 

November 29: International Day Of Solidarity With 
The Palestinian People 

In 1977, the General Assembly called for the annual 
observance of 29 November as the International Day of 
Solidarity with the Palestinian People (resolution 32/40 
B). On that day, in 1947, the Assembly adopted the 
resolution on the partition of Palestine (resolution 181 
(II)). URL: http://www.un.org/depts/dhl/palestinian/
index.html 

UN Event for November  


