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UN Humanitarian chief provides US$2 
million to Nepal from Central Emergency 

Response Fund 
KATHMANDU, 28 Sept 
- United Nations Under-
Secretary-General for 
Humanitarian Affairs 
and Emergency Relief 
Coordinator Valerie 
Amos today allocated 
US$ 2 million to United 
Nations agencies in 
Nepal.  The funding 
f rom the Central 
Emergency Response 
Fund (CERF) will be 
used for seven life-
saving humanitarian 
projects in the country. 

“Three-quarters of the 
way through this year, 
humanitarian funding for 
Nepal is just not 
adequate,” said Robert 
Piper, United Nations 
R e s i d e n t  a n d 
H u m a n i t a r i a n 
Coordinator in Nepal.  
“While the UN and its 
partners have been able 
to help hundreds of 
thousands of Nepalis in 
need of humanitarian 
aid, we have not been 
able to do enough 
because less than 50 
percent of the Nepal 
Appeal has been 
funded,” Mr. Piper 
added. 

Three and a half million 
people in Nepal are food 
insecure, and hunger 

and malnutrition are high.  In addition, since August, 
monsoon rains have resulted in flooding and landslides in 
all five regions of the country.  

The CERF provided a grant of $353,343 to the United 
Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), as well as a further 
grant of $146,760 for UN Habitat.  These grants will be 
used to provide lifesaving water, sanitation and hygiene 
interventions for 900,000 people in 11 flood and diarrhea 
prone districts. It will help to promote improved hygiene, to 
protect water sources with elevated hand pumps and 
undertake minor repair work to ensure communities have 
potable water. In addition, UNICEF received $415,327 to 
be used to continue community based management of 
acute malnutrition for over 26,000 children in five districts.  

The United Nations Population Fund will use $235,871 in 
CERF grants to provide life saving reproductive health 
services through mobile outreach camps in four of the most 
remote districts of Nepal. The United Nations High 
Commission for Refugees (UNHCR) will put $106,196 from 
the CERF towards maintaining health services in seven 
camps in eastern Nepal hosting 79,220 refugees from 
Bhutan. The World Health Organization’s (WHO) grant of 
$221,556 will help provide essential medicine, response 
equipment, emergency health kits, diarrhoeal disease kits 
and other essential supplies in 10 districts and will equip 
rapid response teams so they can to respond and provide 
basic health care.  

Finally, the World Food Programme will apply the CERF 
grant of $520,978 to provide food aid through food-for-work 
that will benefit 12,000 people.  

CERF was established in 2006 to make funding for 
humanitarian emergencies faster and more equitable. 
Since then, more than 100 Member States and private 
sector donors have contributed some $1.5 billion to the 
Fund, which is managed by the United Nations Office for 
the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA). Nepal 
has received 21.6 million in allocations over the last four 
years. 
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IN PICTURE: STAND UP IN NEPAL 

MUSICAL EXTRAVAGANZA: Constitutional Assembly members along with famous Nepalese 
artist celebrating the STAND UP campaign in the heart of Kathmandu amidst the MDG pledge 

and musical event by popular pops singers on Saturday, 18 Sept 2010. 
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YOUTH SPEAK OUT: An inter college debate contest was organized by the UN on “The 
Role of Youth in Achieving MDGs in Nepal” focused on each of the MDGs target. The 
Chief Guest of the programme was Minister for Education Hon’ble Sarbendra Nath 
Sukla. UNRC a.i. Stephane Jaquemet represented the UN Nepal. 
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STANDING UP AND MAKING NOISE: People from all over 
Nepal came out to the street in different parts of the country 
with various slogans to mark the STAND UP campaign. 
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Every morning, ten year old Bimala Sarki walks five 
kilometers to attend school in Dadeldhura district, one of 
the most isolated areas in Far-Western Nepal. Yet like 
nearly 2000 school children all over the country, she has 
something to look forward to despite the arduous journey 
– learning on her laptop at school.  

 

The One-Laptop-Per-Child concept reached Dadeldhura 
through a joint initiative between the World Food 
Program (WFP) and Open Learning Exchange Nepal 
(OLE Nepal), which provides laptop computers to 180 
grade two and three school children in three government 
schools in Far-Western Nepal where WFP also provides 
food assistance. The laptops contain curriculum-based 
interactive education materials in English, mathematics 
and Nepali that are developed by OLE Nepal and the 
Curriculum Development Centre (CDC), and 
implemented through the Department of Education.  

 

Born out of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
(MIT) Media Lab in the late 1990s, the “XO Laptop” is a 
specially designed child-friendly, low-power, inter-
connected laptop designed for collaboration and self-
learning. In 2006, the then Secretary-General of the 
United Nations Kofi Annan recognized the potential of 
this innovation: "this is not just a matter of giving a laptop 
to each child, as if bestowing on them some magical 
charm. The magic lies within -- within each child, within 
each scientist, scholar, or just plain citizen in the making. 
This initiative is meant to bring it forth into the light of 
day."  

Rabi Karmacharya, an MIT alumni, founded OLE Nepal 

with the vision of bringing radical changes in the public 
education system by giving children the tool to explore, 
experiment and express, and engaging them in their 
learning. In addition to leveling the playing field for 
children from different socio-economic and ethnic 
backgrounds, technology provides a platform to help 
build their confidence, and turn them into better thinkers 
and problem solvers. As the executive director of OLE 
Nepal, he is leading the movement to address the 
problems of quality, access, and disparity in education by 
accompanying the laptops with freely accessible high-
quality interactive teaching-learning materials along with 
an education-centered digital library.  

 

Pramila Ghimire, programme coordinator at WFP, said: 
“we are combining the laptops with our school meals 
programme so we can feed the body and the mind of 
school children. We wanted to give them the same 
opportunities for learning and development as children in 
other parts of the world do.” This initiative aims to reduce 
education gaps between rural and urban populations in 
Nepal in the long run.  

   
 “I am happy that Bimala is using the computer. We hear 
that every body in the city uses the computers but now 
even in this place my daughter is using it” said Bimala’s 
father. The majority of people in Bimala’s village are 
subsistence farmers with limited access to other income 
opportunities. The area has also been plagued by 
frequent natural disasters such as droughts which has 
left the district food insecure.  

 

WFP brings laptops to rural schools to improve access 
to quality education for children in  

remote rural communities  

Students explore the digital-library in Shree Samaijee Primary School in Dadeldhura. Photo: WFP 
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Tej Bahadur Rawat, Principal of Bimala’s school said 
“the children seem to be more excited to use the laptop 
to learn. By providing children with this laptop they have 
a keen interest in learning and get through their 
curriculum at a faster pace.” When asked what she likes 
most about the laptop project, Bimala said “I like the verb 
game as it is improves my English.”  

 

WFP’s School Meals Programme currently provides 
nutritious mid-day meals to over 182,000 primary school 
children living in 11 Far-Western districts. In addition, the 
Girls Incentive Programme (GIP) distributes two liters of 
vegetable cooking oil to the families of 54,000 girls like 
Bimala who have an attendance rate of at least 80%. 
This encourages increased attendance of girls in school 
and reduces gender inequality through education.  

WFP Nepal Country Director, Richard Ragan, hands 
over laptops to school children in Dadeldhura. 

Photo: WFP  

KATHMANDU, 17 Sept: In order to have wider 
discussion on how non-territorial federalism can be 
supplementary to territorial federalism in providing 
federal aspects to diverse and dispersed ‘cultural 
communities’, the Center for Constitutional Dialogue 
organized an interaction on ‘Non-Territorial 
Arrangements for Dalits and Other Scattered Groups/ 
Communities,” on September 2, 2010.  

Noted Research and Policy Analyst from Australia Mr. 
Michael Breen shed light on various reasons for adopting 
non-territorial federalism. “Not all ethnic communities 
may reside in one place and may be scattered all over 
the nation, cultural governance does not need to be 
attached to a definite territory as such, and this can also 
prevent the dominant community from subjugating the 
weaker ones,” said Breen.  He said that especially in 
Nepal, it can be of a great solution to the Dalits who are 
scattered in all parts of the nation. 

Mr Breen also said that adopting non-territorial 
federalism could promote accommodation of diversity by 
a number of ways; recognition of rights, proportional 
representation, bicameral parliaments, positive 
discrimination, commissions and autonomous regions.  

Commenting on Breen’s presentation, Member of 
National Women Commission Mohna Ansari said that 
the issue of non-territorial federalism is of great 
importance to the minority population in terms of 
protecting their rights and providing recognition. 
“Equitable distribution of resources should be the main 
agenda of the State and minority communities should 
also be entitled for their rightful share.” 

Mr. Budhi Karki, Senior Legal Officer of SPCBN said that 
the main reason behind Nepal adopting a federal 
structure can be understood from the need to address 
diversity which has been long pushed aside by the State.   

Total of 50 participants, including Constituent Assembly 
(CA) members and civil society organizations (CSO) 
members attended the programme organized by CCD- 
an initiative of UNDP Support to the Participatory 
Constitution Making in Nepal Project (SPCBN). The CCD 
operates as a resource center for CA members, civil 
society organizations CSO, political party leaders and 
the general public on constitution related issues. More 
than 150 seminars and workshops have taken place 
since January 2010.  

 

Non territorial federalism can be great solution to the Dalits scattered across 
the country: Breen  

From R to L- Member of National Woman Comission Mohna Ansari, Research and Political Analyst Micheal Breen, SBCPN senior 
Legal officer Budhi Karki in an interaction organized by CCD. Photo: CCD 
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KATHMANDU, 3 Sept: The Bagmati Action Plan (BAP), 
prepared with the motive of conserving and restoring the 
river Bagmati and its tributaries in an integrated 
approach, has been launched in Nepal on 3 September, 
2010. Rt. Honorable Prime Minister Mr. Madhav Kumar 
Nepal launched the Bagmati Action Plan officially amid a 
function organized by High Powered Committee for the 
Integrated Development of Bagmati Civilization 
(HPCIDBC) and National Trust for Nature Conservation 
(NTNC) in the Capital. 
 
Since the Bagmati River is linked to Bagmati Civilization, 
natural beauty and urban development; it should be 
protected in natural condition- said Prime Minister 
Madhav Kumar Nepal. He believed that the BAP will be 
very helpful in materializing the efforts made to conserve 
Bagmati River system. He urged all the stakeholders to 
help in maintaining the historical, cultural and 
environmental importance of the river. 
 
The Plan had been prepared by HPCIDBC, NTNC with 
technical and financial support of UN-HABITAT Water for 
Asian Cities Programme Nepal and United Nation 
Environment Programme (UNEP). It had been ratified as 
the official framework document for the development of 
river system of Kathmandu Valley from the Ministerial 
Cabinet of Government of Nepal on 11 August, 2009. 
 
Dr. Siddhartha B. Bajracharya, Executive Officer, NTNC 
claimed that it is the first plan of its kind in Nepal, which 

was brought to conserve river system. He told that it is a 
five year project that aims to clean the Bagmati river 
system and its tributaries. According to him, an estimated 
budget of NRs. 15 billion has been proposed for the 
successful implementation of this action plan.  
 
The Plan has identified decreasing water flow, 
degradation of river water quality, degradation of 
catchment quality, narrowing and deepening of water 
way and depletion of aquatic diversity as the major 
problems in Bagmati River system. Similarly, it has 
identified the discharging of untreated sewerage, 
dumping of waste along the river bank, sand mining and 
river bank encroachment as the main cause behind 
Bagmati River pollution. 
 
Hence, the Bagmati Action Plan has classified the valley 
into five different zones- Natural Conservation Core 
Zone, Rural Zone, Peri-urban Zone, Urban Zone and 
Downstream Zone, in order to address the issues of river 
pollution at micro level. It has proposed different 
activities for different zones to address these problems at 
micro level, said Mr. Ram Chandra Devkota, Member 
Secretary of HPCIDBC while presenting the 
implementation strategy of BAP at the launching 
programme. 
 
The Plan has proposed for afforestation and rainwater 
harvesting at Shivapuri Watershed and other areas to 
increase water quality and flow in the river. It has given 
top priority to onsite sanitation including technologies 
such as ECOSAN toilet to improve environmental 
sanitation and reduce river pollution at Natural 
Conservation Core Zone and Urban Zone. 
 
In addition, the plan has also proposed for rehabilitation 
of the existing wastewater treatment plants and the 
promotion of Decentralized Wastewater Treatment 
System (DEWATS). It has also planned to adopt public 
private partnership approach for the faecal sludge 
management in some areas as well. 
 
Apart from it, the plan has also recommended for 
establishing short and long-term sanitation landfill sites 
for waste management. It will promote household and 
community level waste management system, and 
engage private sector for the management of solid waste 
in Kathmandu Valley. 

Prime Minister launches the Bagmati Action Plan  

Prime Minister of Nepal Rt. Hon’ble 
Madhav Kumar Nepal launching the 

Bagmati Action Plan at NTNC.  
Photo: UN Habitat 
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LUMBINI, 7 Sept — OHCHR-Nepal, at the request of 
the National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) and 
representatives of NGOs working on Economic Social 
and Cultural Rights (ESCR) in the Western Terai 
(Rupandehi, Kapilvastu and Nawalparasi districts), 
replicated a training workshop entitled "Enhancing 
Knowledge and Skills on Monitoring ESCR" in Lumbini.  

The training was aimed at enhancing knowledge and 
skills of the participants on monitoring economic, social 
and cultural rights, including providing skills in identifying 
ESCR indicators as a tool. Altogether 22 participants 
from NGOs, NHRC and the local government officers, 
including Women Development Officers participated in 
the programme. 

The participants explicitly expressed that they had 

conceptual clarity on non-discrimination and equality, 
human rights indicators and other areas included in the 
workshop. 

A Western Terai ESCR network of the participants was 
formed at the end of the program with a view to further 
exchange ideas and share knowledge and experiences 
on ESCR. The network, under the guidance and support 
of NHRC and OHCHR, will work in the areas of 
enhancing justiciability of ESCR by identifying and 
bringing the cases related to violation and denial of 
ESCR in court. It will also provide information to the UN 
Human Rights mechanisms such as Treaty and Charter-
based bodies and stepping up the advocacy and 
providing input to the Working Group on Indicators 
working at the central level to identify and contextualize 
indicators to monitor ESCR in Nepal.  

OHCHR engages in capacity building activities on Economic 
Social and Cultural Rights  

 

Participants of the training workshop entitled "Enhancing Knowledge and Skills on Monitoring ESCR" in Lumbini. Photo: OHCHR 

 
Since the Bagmati River has high cultural and religious 
values, the plan has proposed to provide support to 
cultural and traditional activities related to Bagmati River 
to maintain and conserve the heritage sites along the 
river bank. 
 

According to the Plan, IEE/EIA studies should have been 
carried out prior to any industrial and other construction 
activities in order to regulate urban growth in and around 
the river. Similarly, the river bank and bed will be 
protected using bioengineering and managed by 
relocating and resettling the squatter settlement. 
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International Literacy Day celebrates the power of women’s 
literacy as 4.5 million adult women are still illiterate in Nepal 

KATHMANDU, 6 Sept — As International Literacy Day 
will be observed worldwide on 8 September to celebrate 
the “Power of Women’s Literacy”, more than 4.5 million 
women in Nepal still cannot read and write, keeping 
many of them marginalized and poor.  
 
In Nepal, as in other parts of the world, literacy remains 
an elusive target despite widespread efforts to address 
the issue. Worldwide, some 759 million adults lack 
minimum literacy skills; one in every six adults is still not 
literate and women make up two thirds of the world’s 
illiterate population. In Nepal, 6.4 million men and 
women are still illiterate and women represent close to 
three quarters of this figure.  
 
“This is an intolerable situation reflecting one of the most 
persistent injustices of our times: unequal access to 
education equalities,” said UNESCO Director-General 
Irina Bokova in her address on International Literacy Day 
2010.  “Literacy gives women a voice; in their families, in 
political life and on the world stage.  It is a first step 
towards personal freedom and broader prosperity. When 
women are literate, it is all society that gains,” added Ms. 
Bokova. 
 
Axel Plathe, Head of the UNESCO Office in Kathmandu 
and UNESCO Representative to Nepal said: “In Nepal, 
many women live in deep poverty due to a lack of access 
to basic reading and writing skills. UNESCO helps the 
government and other partners in the country in 
promoting literacy through a variety of activities including 

s u p p o r t i n g  l i t e r a c y 
programmes in mother 
tongue and strengthening 
capacities to provide literacy 
programmes.”  
 
In Nepal, as in many other 
countries, International 
Literacy Day, that is 
celebrated this year under 
the motto: “The Power of 
Women’s Literacy” will 
h igh l igh t  the  h igh ly 
influential role literacy plays 
in empowering women to 
dramatically change their 
lives for the better.  
UNESCO joins Nepal in 
observing this year’s 
Literacy Day through 
supporting various activities 
such as writing competitions 

for neo-literates, rallies, talk programmes, the 
preparation of wall newspapers and street dramas, etc.; 
which all help promote women’s literacy, together with 
Non-Formal Education Centres, Community Learning 
Centres and NGOs nationwide.  
 
Also on the occasion of World Literacy Day, the Non-
Formal Education Centre in Nepal will receive on 8 
September at UNESCO Headquarters in Paris the 
UNESCO Confucius Prize for Literacy for its National 
Literacy Campaign, integrating themes such as the 
environment, maternal and child health, women’s 
development and income generation. The prize, 
supported by China, is worth USD$20,000.  
 
First proclaimed by UNESCO in 1965, the first 
International Literacy Day was celebrated on 8 
September 1966. Through this day, UNESCO reminds 
the international community of the status and challenges 
of literacy and adult learning globally.  
 
⇒ Website on the International Literacy Day:- http://

www.unesco.org/en/literacy/themes/advocacy/
international-literacy-day/ 

⇒ The full text of Ms. Bokova’s message:- http://
u n e s d o c . u n e s c o . o r g /
images/0018/001892/189238e.pdf 

⇒ Figures in this releases are based on Nepal Labour 
Force Survey II, 2008 and 2010  

⇒ Education for All Global Monitoring Report:- http://
www.unesco.org/en/efareport  

Women in an adult literacy class in a Tilaurakot community learning 
centre. Photo: UNESCO 
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KATHMANDU, 24 Sept — The only Nepali finalist in 
the IGNOU-UNESCO Science Olympiad 2010 visited 
the UNESCO Office in Kathmandu recently to complete 
a written selection exam. 

“I am very excited to write the test and I hope I will do 
well,” said Arun Kumar Chaurasiya, a grade 11 student 
at Karikheten Multiple Campus in Birgunj, Parsa, ahead 
of the test.  

Arun is the only competitor retained among Nepali 
candidates who applied to the Science Olympiad 2010. 
The event is held to find and motivate talented young 
scientists in South Asian Association for Regional 
Cooperation (SAARC) countries. 

It is organized by Indira Gandhi National Open 
University (IGNOU), India, in collaboration with 
UNESCO. 

Successful participants receive certificates of merit, 
medals, cash prizes and other awards. Forty entrants 
will be invited to INGOU, New Delhi to take a second 
test and receive awards at a special prize-giving 
ceremony. 

Nepali student in prestigious Science Olympiad 

Arun Kumar Chaurasia. Photo: UNESCO 

UNESCO study to address multiple aspects of Lumbini,  
Buddha’s birthplace  

The preparation of a study on the multiple aspects  of the 
Sacred Garden of Lumbini, the birthplace of Lord 
Buddha, has recently been initiated by UNESCO, in 
conjunction with a new project to preserve the Lumbini 
World Heritage property in Nepal’s Rupandehi district. 
 
The study that is funded by the Oriental Cultural Heritage 
Sites Protection Alliance is expected to contribute to a 
more comprehensive understanding of the Sacred 

Garden. The investigation will focus on a one square 
mile area, as defined in the 1978 Kenzo Tange Master 
Plan.  
 
Discussions on the preservation of the outstanding 
universal value of the property clearly indicated the need 
for a multiple-layer approach to the Sacred Garden 
covering the manifold aspects related to the Kenzo 
Tange Master Plan, the World Heritage character of the 
site, environmental aspects, archaeological 
interpretation, the reflection of the site in historical  and 
religious texts; and the activities undertaken by the 
various pilgrim groups.  
 
The study is being conducted in parallel with the recently 
started implementation of the project “Strengthening the 
Conservation and Management of Lumbini, the 
Birthplace of Lord Buddha”, through funding within the 
framework of the Japanese Funds-in-Trust for the 
Preservation of the World’s Cultural Heritage.  
 
The project is being implemented by UNESCO in 
cooperation with the Government of Nepal’s Department 
of Archaeology of the Ministry of Federal Affairs, 
Constituent Assembly, Parliament Affairs and Culture, 
and the Lumbini Development Trust.  

The sacred garden in Lumbini.  
Photo: UNESCO 
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General Assembly 

General Assembly - 65th session 
English: http://www.un.org/en/ga/65/ 
The sixty-fifth ordinary session opened on Tuesday, 
14 September 2010. 

High-level meeting of the General Assembly as 
a contribution to the International Year of 
Biodiversity (22 September 2010)  
English: http://www.un.org/en/ga/65/meetings/
biodiversity.shtml 
 
In its resolution 61/203, the General Assembly 
declared 2010 the International Year of Biodiversity 
and in resolution 63/219, it decided, as a 
contribution to the International Year, to convene a 
high-level meeting of the General Assembly at its 
65th session, with the participation of Heads of 
State, Governments and delegations. 

High-level Meeting on Revitalizing the Work of 
the Conference on Disarmament and Taking 
Forward Multilateral Disarmament 
Negotiations convened by the Secretary-
General (24 September 2010) 
English: http://www.un.org/en/ga/65/meetings/
disarmament.shtml 
On 20 July 2010, the Secretary-General wrote to 
Member States to invite them to a High-level 
Meeting on Revitalizing the Work of the Conference 
on Disarmament and Taking Forward Multilateral 
Disarmament Negotiations, to be held on 24 
September 2010. 
 
High-level Event on the Sustainable 
Development of Small Island Developing 
States (New York, 24-25 September) 
English: http://www.un.org/en/ga/65/meetings/
mauritiusreview.shtml andhttp://www.sidsnet.org/
msi_5/index.shtml 
Following the start of the annual General Debate, 
the General Assembly will held a five-year review of 
the Mauritius Strategy for the Further 
Implementation of the Barbados Programme of 
Action for the Sustainable Development of Small 
Island Developing States. 

Report of the Secretary-General on the work 
of the Organization (A/65/1) 
English, French & Spanish: http://www.un.org/
Docs/journal/asp/ws.asp?m=A/65/1(Supp) 
The Report of the Secretary-General on the Work of 
the Organization to the 65th session of the General 
Assembly is now available (A/65/1). In introducing 
the report the Secretary-General notes that: “Over 
the past year: the world moved from being on the 
brink of a global economic depression to witnessing 
the beginnings of a global recovery. To be sure, the 
recovery is fragile and uneven, and there is no 
guarantee that a relapse will not occur.”  He also 
notes that: 

• Unemployment remains unacceptably high, and 
vulnerable employment continues to rise. 

• Economic volatility, eruptions of conflict, 
natural disasters, challenges to food security 
and strains on natural resources are unlikely to 
disappear. 
In addition, analysis by the United Nations 
suggests that while Governments have made 
substantial efforts to stimulate growth and spur 
recovery, those efforts have not always met the 
needs of the poor and most vulnerable. 

UN Blue Book  
http://www.un.int/protocol/bluebook/
bb300.pdf 
Permanent Missions to the United Nations lists 
the names, addresses and phone numbers of 
all representatives to the United Nations. This 
publication is written in conjunction with the 
Protocol and Liaison Service and is released in 
English.  

UN Webcast team launches new website 
http://www.un.org/webcast 
The UN Webcast team in the Department of 
Public Information (DPI) has launched a new 
and enhanced website with new features and 
better quality video of UN meetings and events. 
Videos on the new UN Webcast site are in Flash 
format, with better quality for both live and on-
demand coverage of UN meetings and events.  

  

Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) 

UN Summit · 20-22 September 2010 · New 
York 
High-Level Plenary Meeting of the General 
Assembly 
English: http://www.un.org/en/mdg/
summit2010/ 
 

Accelerating progress towards the health-
related Millennium Development Goals 
(WHO) 
http://www.who.int/topics/
millennium_development_goals/MDG-
NHPS_brochure_2010.pdf 
The report describes the critical role of the 
national health policy and strategy in 
strengthening health systems and delivering 
effective interventions in an integrated 
approach to accelerate progress towards the 
health MDGs, with a special focus on the health 
of women and children. 

Gender Justice: Key to Achieving the 
Millennium Development Goals (UNIFEM) 
English: http://www.unifem.org/progress/pdfs/
MDGBrief-English.pdf 
 

New websites within the UN System 
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Despite promising progress on many of the 
Millennium Development Goal targets, national 
averages mask large disparities in terms of 
gender, income and location, with large 
numbers of women and girls being left behind, 
especially in rural areas. Coinciding with the UN 
High-level Summit on Millennium Development 
Goals, data from the forthcoming “Progress of 
the World’s Women 2010/2011, Access to 
Justice”, released by the United Nations 
Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM, part of 
UN Women) today, spotlights how many 
women and girls, particularly in rural areas, 
continue to live in exclusion and poverty. 

Global Strategy for Women’s and 
Children’s Health (New York, 22 September 
2010) 
English: http://www.un.org/sg/
globalstrategy.shtml 
Report in English: http://www.un.org/sg/hf/
Global_StategyEN.pdf 
Culminating a global summit on the Millennium 
Development Goals (MDGs), United Nations 
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon and Heads of 
State and Government, along with the private 
sector, foundations, international organizations, 
civil society and research organizations, kicked 
off a concerted world-wide effort to save the 
lives of more than 16 million women and 
children. At a special UN event to launch the 
Global Strategy for Women’s and Children’s 
Health, stakeholders pledged over $40 billion in 
resources for women’s and children’ health. The 
Global Strategy for Women’s and Children’s 
Health, led by the UN Secretary-General, is a 
roadmap that identifies the finance and policy 
changes needed as well as critical interventions 
that can and do improve health and save 
lives.  The Global Strategy lays out an approach 
for global, multi-sector collaboration. 

GREENeconomy: A Brief for Policymakers 
on the Green Economy and the Millennium 
Development Goals (UNEP) 
http://www.unep.org/greeneconomy/
Portals/30/docs/
policymakers_brief_GEI&MDG.pdf 
Investing in clean energy, sustainable 
transport, forests and environmentally-friendly 
agriculture is essential. Environmental 
degradation is making it more difficult for 
governments to achieve MDGs. 

The MDG Gap Task Force Report 2010: The 
Global Partnership for Development at a 
Critical Juncture 
English: http://www.un.org/esa/policy/
mdggap/mdggap2010/
mdg8report2010_engw.pdf 
The 2010 issue of the report identifies the 
implementation gaps in the commitments made 
under MDG 8 and provides recommendations 

on how to address them, on strengthening the 
global partnership, and ultimately supporting 
developing countries in achieving the MDGs. 

Narrowing the Gaps to Meet the Goals 
(UNICEF) 
English:http://www.unicef.org/publications/
files/
Narrowing_the_Gaps_to_Meet_the_Goals_0903
10_2a.pdf 
The global community can save millions of lives 
by investing first in the most disadvantaged 
children and communities, according to a new 
UNICEF study released today.  Such an 
approach would also address the widening 
disparities that are accompanying progress 
toward the MDGs. 

Progress for Children: A world fit for 
children statistical review (UNICEF) 
English: http://www.unicef.org/publications/
index_55740.html 
UNICEF launched its annual report with the 
latest data related to children and the 
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). The 
reports on how well the world is doing in 
meeting its commitments for the world’s 
children. This UNICEF special edition analyses 
progress towards the MDGs in four priority 
areas for children: promoting healthy lives, 
providing a quality education, combating HIV 
and AIDS, and protecting against abuse, 
exploitation and violence. 

Unlocking progress: MDG acceleration on 
the road to 2015 - Lessons from the MDG 
Acceleration Framework pilot countries 
(UNDP) 
http://content.undp.org/go/cms-service/
download/asset?asset_id=2774097 
The MDG Acceleration Framework (MAF)—
presented in this report—assists countries to 
develop their own action plans by 
systematically identifying and addressing 
bottlenecks which get in the way of MDG 
progress. 

World Bank e-Atlas of the Millennium 
Development Goals 
http://www.mdg.collinsindicate.com/ 
The World Bank eAtlas of the Millennium 
Development Goals lets you visualize and map the 
indicators that measure progress toward the Goals, 
with clear explanations of each Goal and its related 
Targets as the context. When you select an 
indicator, the eAtlas creates a world map keyed to 
that indicator, with country rankings and data in 
your choice of tables or graphs. You can pan or 
zoom to view different countries or regions, view 
the dynamic change in that map with a time series, 
compare two maps and sets of data, and do much 
more. 

New websites within the UN System 
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2 October: International Day For Natural Disaster 
Reduction 

By resolution 44/236 (22 December 1989), the General 
Assembly designated the second Wednesday of October 
International Day for Natural Disaster Reduction. The 
International Day was to be observed annually during the 
International Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction, 
1990-1999. In 2001, the General Assembly decided to 
maintain the observance of the International Day for 
Natural Disaster Reduction on the second Wednesday of 
October (resolution 56/195 of 21 December), as a 
vehicle to promote a global culture of natural disaster 
reduction, including disaster prevention, mitigation and 
preparedness. http://www.un.org/Depts/dhl/disaster 

9 October: World Post Day 

http://www.upu.int/world_post_day/en/index.shtml 

10 October: World Mental Health Day 

16 October: World Food Day 

World Food Day was proclaimed in 1979 by the 
Conference of the Food and Agriculture Organization 
(FAO). It marks the date of the founding of FAO in 1945. 
The aim of the Day is to heighten public awareness of 
the world food problem and strengthen solidarity in the 

struggle against hunger, malnutrition and poverty. In 
1980, the General Assembly endorsed observance of the 
Day in consideration of the fact that "food is a requisite 
for human survival and well-being and a fundamental 
human necessity" (resolution 35/70 of 5 December 
1980). http://www.un.org/Depts/dhl/food/index.html 

17 October: International Day For The Eradication Of 
Poverty 

The International Day for the Eradication of Poverty has 
been observed every year since 1993, when the General 
Assembly, by resolution 47/196, designated this day to 
promote awareness of the need to eradicate poverty and 
destitution in all countries, particularly in developing 
countries - a need that has become a development 
priority. http://www.un.org/depts/dhl/poverty 

24 October: United Nations Day 

The anniversary of the entry into force of the United 
Nations Charter -- 24 October 1945 -- has been 
celebrated as United Nations Day since 1948. It has 
traditionally been marked throughout the world by 
meetings, discussions and exhibits on the achievements 
and goals of the Organization. In 1971, the General 
Assembly recommended that Member States observe it 
as a public holiday (resolution 2782 (XXVI)). http://
www.un.org/events/unday/2006/background.html 

24 October: World Development Information Day 

The United Nations General Assembly instituted World 
Development Information Day at its twenty-seventh 
session in December 1972 with the object of drawing the 
attention of world public opinion each year to 
development problems and the necessity of 
strengthening international co-operation to solve them. 
The General Assembly also decided that World 
Development Information Day should coincide, in 
principle, with United Nations Day to stress the central 
role of development in the work of the United Nations. 

UN Event for October  
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