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UN Millennium Campaign and NTB launch 
joint action 

KATHMANDU: UN Millennium Campaign has partnered 
with Nepal Tourism Board (NTB) to launch a joint 
movement during Stand Up 2010 on September 18. 

A memorandum of Understanding to this effect was 
signed between Mr. Subash Nirola, Senior Director of 
NTB and Member Secretary of Nepal Tourism Year 2011 
and Ms. Caroline  

Vandenabeele, Head of UN Resident Coordinator and 
Humanitarian Coordinator’s Office and Strategic 
Planning Advisor. Networks of both the Millennium 
Development Goals (MDG) campaign and NTB will come 

together to form a strong, and effective movement that 
will galvanise efforts to meet the needs of the world’s 
poorest through various actions of the stakeholders — 
partners of both parties — and the government. 

It will be promoted through a carnival in Kathmandu at 
Tundikhel on September 18. The two will work under the 
joint slogan — Tourism for Livelihood Opportunities for 
Poverty Alleviation. 

In 2009, two million Nepalis showed solidarity and 
participated in the campaign. Last year, President Dr 
Ram Baran Yadav read a Stand Up Pledge with 

P4 Beware of Fraudsters using UN logo 

Honorable CA Member, Sita Gurung and Prachanda Man Shrestha, CEO of NTB look on as Subash Nirola, Senior Director of NTB 
and Member Secretary of Nepal Tourism Year 2011 and Caroline Vandenabeele - Head of RC/HC Office and Strategic Planning 
Advisor, sign the MoU for partnership between NTB and UN Millennium Campaign for Stand Up and Take Action: Make Noise for 

the MDGs event on September 18, 2010. Photo: UNMC 
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members of the Constituent Assembly that was followed 
by a concert in Tundikhel, where the pledge was read by 
eight Constituent Assembly members amid a variety of 
musical offerings like rock satsang and dohori songs. 

When world leaders gather at the UN for the MDG 
Review Summit in September, the voices of their citizens 
will follow them, telling them, loudly and clearly, “We will 
no longer stay seated or silent in the face of poverty and 
broken promises to end it!” 

At the Millennium Summit in 2000, world leaders agreed 

to achieve the eight MDGs in order to eradicate extreme 
poverty and its root causes by the year 2015. The 
demands and expectations of citizens around the world 
that they deliver on these commitments, made visible 
and audible throughout 2010, will culminate in the ‘Stand 
Up 2010’ mobilisation.  

“Holding Stand Up the weekend before the Summit will 
allow to drive activities towards a high-profile Stand Up 
mobilisation with a direct link to and with the specific 
intention of impacting on the proceedings at the Summit 
itself. 

Experts share Haiti experiences with media 

KATHMANDU, 9 July—Experts, including from the UN 
who worked in Haiti in the aftermath of the recent tragic 
Earthquake shared their thoughts and experience with 
Nepal-based media. The Humanitarian professionals 
expressed concern regarding the level of preparedness 
in Nepal with regards to earthquake risk.  

The Media interaction was aimed at raising awareness 
about the risks of earthquake in the Kathmandu valley 

and how collectively improvement can be taken to 
disaster preparedness in Nepal. 

Among the speakers were Ms. Wendy Cue, Head of 
Office, OCHA; Lt. Col. Mr. Prakash Acharya, Comanding 
Officer of Nepal Army Sher Battalion, Ms. Hyo-Jeong 
Kim, Technical Officer.  Emergency and Humanitarian 
Action, WHO and Ms. Victoria Bannon, Country 
Representative Nepal Office, IFRC.  

KATHMANDU, 1 JULY:  215 Nepalese police advisors 
were awarded peacekeeping medals in a ceremony held 
UNAMID’s headquarters in El Fasher, North Darfur.  

UNAMID’s Force Commander Lt. Gen. Patrick 

Nyamvumba praised the police officers’ “courage, 
professionalism and commendable character” and 
expressed gratitude for their contributions towards peace 
and security in Darfur.  

United Nations Police play a crucial role in building 
sustainable peace through creating justice and security 
capacity in post-conflict environments. In Darfur, UN 
Police pay particular attention to addressing the security 
needs of people who have displaced by fighting and who 
now reside in IDP camps.  

At this time, Nepal has more than 700 military and police 
personnel serving with the United Nations - African 
Union mission in Darfur (UNAMID).  Nepal is the 6th 
largest contributor of uniformed personnel to United 
Nations peacekeeping operations with more than 5,000 
military and police personnel serving around the world. 

Nepalese peacekeepers honored in medal parade  

Photo: UNAMID 
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Kathmandu, 31 July—Ministry of Education (MoE), 
Government of Nepal, UN Habitat Water for Asian Cities 
Programme Nepal and Environment Camps for 
Conservation Awareness (ECCA) has established a 
Water Classroom at Shree Yashodhara Bauddha 
Secondary School. It aims to provide the students and 
other learners an opportunity to acquire and apply 
knowledge and understanding of water and sanitation 
from a one-stop venue. 

The water classroom was inaugurated on 4 July by the 
Under Secretary of Ministry of Education Bishnu 
Adhikari, who opined that the teachers and students 
need to be sensitized on social, economic, cultural and 
religious values of water for the effective implementation 
of human value based education system. 

Chief Technical Advisor of UN Habitat South Asia 
Region, Water for Asian Cities Programme Dr. Roshan 
Raj Shrestha believed that more human resources with 
expertise on human value based education should be 
produced and mobilized to enhance the understanding of 
student on the value of water, sanitation and hygiene in 
human life. 

Speaking at the inaugural programme, Yogendra 
Chitrakar, Director of ECCA told that the water 
classroom was developed under 'Human Value-based 
Water, Sanitation and Hygiene Education (HVWSHE)' 
programme to enable students to understand the value 
of water from social, cultural, religious, economic, natural 
and scientific aspects. 

According to him, HVWSHE is being implemented in 10 
selected schools of Nepal for last two years to enhance 
awareness for HVWSE, build capacity to conduct 
HVWSE in the formal education sector, promote water 
and sanitation investments and implement HVWSHE in 

schools. 

He added that the water classroom comprises the 
models of watershed and ground water recharge system, 
water cycle board, hydraulic water turbine and 3-
Dimensional landscape of natural water supply system of 
Lalitpur. Similarly, the walls of the classroom are covered 
with creative arts and informative posters of water 
related activities. A musical instrument has also been 
developed using water bowls to demonstrate the use of 
water. A water library has also been set up in the same 
venue by collecting books and publications related to 
water and sanitation issues. Apart from it, a rainwater 
harvesting and groundwater recharge system and a bio-
sand filter has also been set up at the school premise. 

He also informed about another water classroom that is 
being established soon at Central Zoo. The visitors can 
collect information related to water from the computer 
placed in the classroom. The 'Water Hut', a model of 
watershed, has been constructed, from where the 
visitors can gain knowledge about the rainwater 
harvesting and groundwater recharge technology. 

Mr. Chitrakar also shared some information about the 
activities and achievements of HVWSHE programme. He 
informed that HVWSHE programme had already oriented 
different stakeholder particularly school teachers and 
government staffs on the importance and effectiveness 
of HVWSHE.  

He told that the programme is preparing to integrate 
HVWSHE in existing school curriculum without 
burdening the objectives and contents of the curriculum 
in the selected schools, which inspire and motivate 
children by imparting knowledge on water, sanitation and 
hygiene and support in developing a new water use 
ethics in the society. 

UN Habitat: One-stop venue to enhance knowledge on Water 

Under Secretary Ministry of Education Mr. Bishnu Adhikari observing water classroom. Photo: UN-HABITAT 
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Now I became rich ...  
I never ever expected that ... 

Kathmandu, 31 July- Combining multiple roles of shop 
keeper, involvement in shelter project works and working 
as a house wife, appears all in a day’s work for the 
remarkable 50 year old Mrs. Sukuni Devi Mukhiya.  She 
was landless and selected for the resettlement project. 
She is now a proud land title owner of 2 kattah of land 
and bamboo core house.  She also cares for her two 
young sons 11 and 10 years old and her 75 years old 
mother in law. Her four daughters, who are 20, 19, 17 
and 14 year old, are all married.   
 
From 2008, just around the period of the Koshi flood, 
Sukuni decided on a career change and became a social 
worker.  Indicating, “She was and remains an active 
political worker of communist party of Nepal.  This 
brought about a complete life change, with a feeling of 
needing to do something different within the social field”. 
Fortunately, the shelter project for landless families 
(under implementation with support from UNDP/UN-
HABITAT and Lumanti, a national NGO) provided the 
ideal opportunity for her to provide meaningful 
assistance and support to landless communities and the 
resettlement project.  From the inception of the project, 
Sukuni has played a prominent role in motivating the 
community and landless families to actively participate in 

the shelter construction project. She remains an active 
member of Nepal Basobas Basti Samrachan Samaj 
(NBBSS), Haripur Unit. Nowadays, she has multiple 
roles within the project, to include, encouraging landless 
households to resettle in the new house, organizing HH 
lead activities, such as earth backfilling and 
compressing, mud plastering, monitoring on mat weaving 
and increase membership of saving and credit group. 
She is also a coordinator of the Disaster Management 
Committee and Women’s savings and credit group for 
the landless community of Haripur. When asked how she 
finds the time, her reply whilst modest, was loaded with 
conviction, “my priority is to devote all my available time 
to these extra activities. 
 
Question: She was asked for her reaction to receiving 
the 2 kattha land from the government and shelter from 
UNDP/UN HABITAT/ Lumanti.  
 
Response: Prior to resettling in Haripur, I was tenant to a 
landlord and felt extremely vulnerable. On several 
occasions we were forced to flee the property and felt 
helpless. Now with my own 2 of kattha land and core 
shelter, I feel rich. I simply never envisaged ever owning 
my own land and property.”   

Sukuni Devi Mukhiya collecting money from saving and credit group members. Photo: UN-Habitat 
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Kathmandu, July: A Letter of Agreement was signed 
between UNDP and the Nepal Police to engage in 
capacity-building of Nepal Police officers in gender 
issues, focusing mainly on Gender Based Violence 
(GBV).   

According to Mr. Rabindra Pratap Shah, the Assistant 
Inspector General and Head of the Human Resource 
Department, “UNDP support will complement the 
national capacity-building efforts in preventing and 
managing GBV and enhance the capacity of the national 
police force  to meet the international standards.“  

 Nepal enacted the Domestic Violence (Offence and 
Punishment) Act in 2009, making accountable all 
Government Agencies to prevent GBV, including the 
Police. GBV is deeply prevalent in Nepal in various forms 
such as inflicting physical, sexual and psycho-social 
damages, domestic violence, human trafficking, forced 
early marriages (minors), dowry-related homicides, 
female infanticide, rape and menstrual confinement.   

 Women survivors of GBV in rural areas face many 
challenges to report, mostly due to illiteracy and in 
conducive social and cultural norms.   

 “Despite the sharp increase of GBV survivors who 
approach over 2,000 police stations across the country, 
the allocation of budget to police to deal with GBV has 
remained limited”, highlighted  Ms. Parbati Thapa, the 
Deputy Inspector-General, Head of Women’s and 
Children’s  Service unit.   

The UNDP Enhancing Access to Justice for 

Consolidating Peace in Nepal project in collaboration wit 

the Nepal Bar Association, is currently providing legal aid 
services in four districts for those  

who require additional social and legal support. The legal 
desks placed in  police stations have encouraged the 
rural women to report and the number of women 
reporting GBV cases has increased  

significantly as well.    

Ms. Anne-Isabelle Degryse-Blateau emphasized that it is 
important for Nepal Police to strengthen the positive, 
progressive institutional systems and mechanisms that 
can help  ensure women’s security in  

all parts of Nepal. She also indicated that UN agencies 
are aligning their efforts  in the prevention and 
management of GBV in Nepal in support of the National 
Plan of Action.   

The technical and financial support for this programme 
will be provided by the UNDP Bureau of Crisis 
Prevention and Recovery (BCPR) –Global Programme 
on Advancing Gender Equality in Post-Conflict Settings 
which has recruited and posted ten senior Gender 
Advisors across the globe to respond to the gender 
needs of the post conflict countries and Nepal is one of 
them.  

 

(Courtesy: UNDP Newsletter) 

UNDP supports Nepal Police to reduce  
Gender Based Violence  

UNDP Country Director Anne-Isabelle Degryse-Blateau and  Mr.  Rabindra Pratap Shah, Assistant  Inspector General exchanging 
documents. Photo: UNDP 
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Kathmandu, 27 July: A new Japanese funded project 
for the conservation and management of Lumbini, the 
birthplace of Lord Buddha, was launched on 16 July 
2010 in Kathmandu, with the signing of the Plan of 
Operation by the Government of Nepal and UNESCO.  

The world-renowned Buddhist pilgrimage destination has 
been a UNESCO World Heritage site since 1997.  

Japan’s Ambassador to Nepal Tatsuo Mizuno said: “We 
applaud Nepal’s efforts to preserve Lumbini as one of 
the world’s centres of Buddhist pilgrimage and are proud 
to be able to contribute to protect this unique spiritual 
place for future generations. The Government of Japan 
wishes that this project will contribute to further 
enhancement of technical cooperation in the 
preservation of cultural heritage and friendly relations 
with Nepal”.  

Bishnu Karki, Director-General of Nepal’s Department of 
Archeology, speaking on behalf of the Government of 
Nepal, expressed “the gratitude of the Nepali people to 
all those who work with us to safeguard Lumbini, that is 
one of the most emblematic places in the world and has 
tremendous value for our people and for the global 
community”.  

Axel Plathe, Head of Office and UNESCO 
Representative to Nepal, said at the signing ceremony: 

“This project is a significant step forward that will enable 
the Government of Nepal to reinforce its effort in the 
protection, enhancement and sustainable development 
of Lumbini, which as a major pole of international 
pilgrimage tourism in Nepal is a major source of national 
income. We are grateful to the Government of Japan to 
accompany the Government of Nepal and its 
implementing partners in this endeavor.”  

The project that was designed within the 1978 Kenzo 
Tange Master Plan for Lumbini, will be implemented 
jointly by the Department of Archaeology and the 
Lumbini Development Trust, through a grant of 
USD$800,000, within the framework of the Japanese 
Funds-in-Trust for the Preservation of the World’s 
Cultural Heritage.   

In particular, it will foster the conservation of the Ashoka 
Pillar, the Marker Stone and the Nativity Sculpture; 
provide a survey of the archeological vestiges within and 
around the property; review the present state of the 
Sacred Garden; and establish an Integrated 
Management Plan for the entire property.  

One of the main objectives is to strengthen the 
institutional capacity of national implementing agencies. 
This will help mainstream project results in future plans 
and programmes for the preservation of Lumbini.  

UNESCO project for preserving Lumbini starts with funds 
from Japan  

Birth place of lord Buddha, Lumbini, Nepal. (File Photo) 



United Nations Newsletter in Nepal         .

Volume 25 | Page 7 | July 2010  

 

 
Beware of fraudsters using  

United Nations name 

Beware of 
Fraudsters Using 
United Nations 
Name, Emblem  to 
Solicit Cash, 
Personal 
Information, Public 
Warned 
 
 
     The United Nations is concerned that 
fraudulent correspondence using the 
Organization’s name and emblem is circulating 
worldwide via websites, e-mails, fax messages 
and phone calls. 
 
     As the number of reported fraudulent cases 
increases around the world, the United Nations is 
warning the public about illicit schemes to solicit 
money and, in many cases, personal information 
from private individuals, using the United Nations 
name and emblem. 
 

The public should be aware that: 
     -        The United Nations does not charge a 
fee at any stage of its recruitment process.  A 
link to a special section with information on 
employment frauds, called “Fraud Alert”, using 
the United Nations name and emblem, has been 
placed on the front page of the Organization’s 
employment and careers portal, careers.un.org. 
Moreover, every job opening posted on the portal 
carries the following standard “no fee” statement: 

“The United Nations does  not charge a fee at 
any stage of the recruitment process 
(application, interview meeting, processing, 
training or any other fees).  The United Nations 
does not concern itself with information on bank 
accounts.” 
 
⇒ The United Nations does not request 

information from individuals concerning their 
bank accounts or other private  information. 

⇒ The United Nations does not offer prizes, 
awards, funds, certificates, or scholarships 
through e-mail, mail, fax or phone calls, 
unless such offers have been officially 
authorized and, if  so, they would be 
communicated only through official channels. 
The United Nations does not conduct 
lotteries or compensate  victims of fraud. 

 
     The United Nations strongly recommends that 
recipients of solicitations such as those 
described above exercise extreme caution, and 
that they do not respond to requests for the 
transfer of funds or for the provision of private 
information.  Financial loss and identity theft 
could result from the transfer of money or the 
provision of personal information to those issuing 
such fraudulent correspondence.  Targets and/or 
victims of deceptive solicitations may wish to 
consider reporting them to their national law 
enforcement authorities for appropriate action. 
 
     Anyone with doubts about the authenticity of 
an e-mail, letter or telephone communication 
purportedly from, for, or on behalf of the United 
Nations or its officials, is encouraged to send an 
e-mail through http://www.un.org/en/aboutun/
fraudalert/contactform.asp?address=1. 
 
     For additional information, please visit 
www.un.org/en/aboutun/fraudalert. 
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New websites within the UN System 
UN Women 
United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and 
the Empowerment of Women 
http://www.unwomen.org/ 
In an historic move, the United Nations General 
Assembly voted unanimously on 2 July 2010 to 
create a new entity to accelerate progress in 
meeting the needs of women and girls 
worldwide. The establishment of this entity is a 
result of years of negotiations between UN 
Member States and advocacy by the global 
women’s movement. It is part of the UN reform 
agenda, bringing together resources and 
mandates for greater impact. 
 
Nelson Mandela International Day, 18 July 
Engl ish :  h t tp : / /www.un.org /en/events /
mandeladay 
In November 2009, the UN General Assembly 
declared 18 July “Nelson Mandela International 
Day” in recognition of the former South African 
President’s contribution to the culture of peace 
and freedom. 
The Millennium Development Goals Report 2010 
English: http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/pdf/
MDG%20Report%202010%20En%20r15%20-
low%20res%2020100615%20-.pdf 
French: http://www.un.org/fr/millenniumgoals/
report2010.shtml 
Spanish: http://www.un.org/es/comun/docs/?
p a t h = / s p a n i s h / m i l l e n n i u m g o a l s / p d f /
MDG_Report_2010_SP.pdf  
The report notes that even though the economic 
crisis took a heavy toll on jobs and incomes 
around the world, the world is still on track to 
achieve the MDG target of cutting the rate of 
extreme poverty in half by 2015. 
 
The path to achieving the Millennium 
Development Goals: A synthesis of evidence 
from around the world (UNDP) 
http://content.undp.org/go/cms-service/stream/
asset/?asset_id=2677427 
This report synthesizes country-level evidence 
generated through a sample of 34 MDG Country 
Reports — 20 of which are in Africa — that have 
completed their national MDG assessments and 
shows trends in progress,  successes, failures 
and the impact of the recent global crises. 
 

Todo lo que siempre has querido saber sobre 
las Naciones Unidas 
h t t p : / /www.un .o rg /es /abou tun /b ook le t /
index.shtml 
La publicación «Todo lo que siempre has 
querido saber sobre las Naciones Unidas» es un 
libro de texto para estudiantes de nivel 
intermedio y secundario. 
 
UN publications go mobile 
https://unp.un.org/MobileApps.aspx 
United Nations Publications announced the 
release of the UN e-book applications for iPhone 
and e-books for Amazon’s Kindle which give 
users easy access to offline reading and 
reference on global issues. The first UN 
publications available as iPhone applications, or 
‘apps’, are UN flagship titles such as The Charter 
of the United Nations, The United Nations Today, 
and Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 
Available for a nominal fee at the App Store, UN 
e-book apps allow users to take advantage of the 
advanced capabilities of the iPhone, iPad, and 
iPod touch user interface. Features of the UN e-
book apps include: Simple and clean user 
interface, Full-text search across the text, 
Intuitive navigation to different parts of the book, 
Linking to other UN titles.  
 
UN Office for the Administration of Justice - 
new website 
English: http://www.un.org/en/oaj/  
The new website provides information about the 
internal justice system at the UN including the 
Office of Staff Legal Assistance, the United 
Nations Dispute Tribunal and the United Nations 
Appeals Tribunal. All judgments rendered by the 
Tribunals are available for download on the 
website. 
 

Peace and Security 
Addressing Conflict-Related Sexual Violence: 
An Analytical Inventory of Peacekeeping 
Practice (UNIFEM / DPKO / UN Action) 
http://www.unifem.org/attachments/products/
Analytical_Inventory_of_Peacekeeping_Practice
_online.pdf 
This publication captures best practices and 
emerging elements for a more effective response 
by peacekeepers to women’s security concerns. 
From initiating firewood patrols in Darfur to 
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establishing market escorts, night patrols and 
early-warning systems in the Democratic 
Republic of Congo, the document catalogues 
direct and indirect efforts to combat sexual 
violence during and in the wake of war. While the 
focus of this publication is on the practical 
methods by which military, police and civilian 
peacekeepers can prevent sexual violence, it is 
also part of a broader agenda to improve the 
capacities of peacekeepers to protect civilians 
effectively. 
 
New UN report cites lack of progress by 
Israel and Lebanon on key obligations 
(Thirteenth report of the Secretary-General on 
the implementation of Security Council 
resolution 1701 (2006) - S/2010/352) 
English, French & Spanish: http://www.un.org/
Docs/journal/asp/ws.asp?m=S/2010/352 
While Israel and Lebanon have enjoyed the 
longest period of stability in their recent history, 
not enough progress has been made on key 
obligations under the Security Council resolution 
that ended the hostilities of 2006, according to 
this new United Nations report. 
Operaciones de paz de las Naciones Unidas: 
Resumen del año 2008 
http://www.un.org/es/peacekeeping/publications/
yir/2008/ 
Mientras la comunidad internacional celebró 
durante el año 2008 el 60º aniversario de las 
operaciones de mantenimiento de la paz de las 
Naciones Unidas, los cascos azules se 
encontraban trabajando más allá de sus 
capacidades y afrontando numerosas 
operaciones cada vez más complejas en todos 
los lugares del mundo. 
 
Security Council Concept Paper: The 
promotion and strengthening of the rule of 
law in the maintenance of international peace 
and security 
English, French & Spanish: http://www.un.org/
Docs/journal/asp/ws.asp?m=S/2010/322 
The President of the Security Council for June 
2010, Mexico, has issued a concept paper for 
the Security Council open debate on The 
promotion and strengthening of the rule of law in 
the maintenance of international peace and 
security, to be held on Tuesday, 29 June 2010 
(S/2010/322). 
 

United Nations Peacekeeping Operations – 
Background Note: 31 May 2010 (DPI/1634/
Rev.109, June 2010) 
English: http://www.un.org/en/peacekeeping/
bnote.htm 
United Nations Political and Peacebuilding 
Missions - Background Note: 31 May 2010 
(DPI/2166/Rev.84, July 2010) 
English: http://www.un.org/en/peacekeeping/
documents//ppbm.pdf 
French: http://www.un.org/french/peace/peace/
pdf/ppbmf.pdf 
 
Economic & Social Development 
Blame and Banishment: The underground 
HIV epidemic affecting children in Eastern 
Europe and Central Asia (UNICEF) 
h t t p : / / w w w . u n i c e f . o r g / m e d i a / f i l e s /
UNICEF_Blame_and_Banishment.pdf 
An underground HIV epidemic in Eastern Europe 
and Central Asia is intensifying at an alarming 
pace, fuelled by drug use, high-risk sexual 
behaviour and high levels of social stigma that 
discourage people from seeking prevention 
information and treatment, according to a new 
report released by UNICEF. It highlights the 
issues faced by children living with HIV, 
adolescents engaged in risky behaviours, 
pregnant women using drugs, and the more than 
one million children and young people who live 
or work on the streets of the region.    
 
DESA launches new social media 'toolbox' 
http://www.un.org/esa/policy/index.html 
The Development Policy and Analysis Division 
(DPAD) of the Department of Economic and 
Social Affairs (DESA) has launched today a new 
communication campaign including a 'new media 
toolbox' to disseminate its information - including 
the World Economic and Social Survey 2010 - on 
the fastest growing media in recent years. Three 
social networks will be part of this effort: 
Facebook, Twitter and LinkedIn. Through them 
DESA staff plans to build partnerships with 
colleagues in other UN Departments, Agencies 
and Commissions for promoting the UN 
Development Agenda.  
 
The Economics of Ecosystems and 
Biodiversity (TEEB) for Business Report 
(UNEP) 

New websites within the UN System 
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ht tp : / /www.teebweb.org /L inkCl ick .aspx?
f i l e t i c k e t = u b c r y E 0 O U b w %
3d&tabid=924&language=en-US  
Business leaders in biodiversity-rich developing 
economies are concerned about losses of 
'natural capital', a new UNEP report highlights. 
Over 50 per cent of Chief Executive Officers 
(CEOs) surveyed in Latin America and 45 per 
cent in Africa see declines in biodiversity as a 
challenge to business growth. In contrast, less 
than 20 per cent of their counterparts in Western 
Europe share such concerns. The findings, 
compiled by a study of The Economics of 
Ecosystems and Biodiversity (TEEB), indicate 
that those corporate chiefs who fail to make 
sustainable management of biodiversity part of 
their business plans may find themselves 
increasingly out of step with the market place. 
 
FAOSTAT – free access to database of 
hunger statistics 
http://faostat.fao.org/default.aspx  
The world’s largest and most comprehensive 
database on food, agriculture and hunger is now 
open to the public, free of charge, as the United 
Nations Food and Agriculture Organization 
(FAO) announced. The database contains over 
one million data points covering more than 200 
countries and territories. 
 
Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI) 
http://hdr.undp.org/en/reports/global/hdr2010/ 
The United Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP) and Oxford University today launched a 
new index to measure poverty levels which they 
said give a “multidimensional” picture of people 
living in hardship, and could help target 
development resources more effectively. The 
new measure, the Multidimensional Poverty 
Index, or MPI, was developed and applied by the 
Oxford Poverty and Human Development 
Initiative (OPHI) with UNDP support. It will be 
featured in the forthcoming 20th anniversary 
edition of the UNDP Human Development Report 
to be released in October 2010, and replaces the 
Human Poverty Index, which had been included 
in these reports since 1997. 
 
Needs Assessment Toolkit on the Criminal 
Justice Response to Human Trafficking 
(UNODC) 

http: / /www.unodc.org/documents/human-
t r a f f i c k i n g /
Needs_Assessment_Too lk i t_ebook_09-
87518_June_2010.pdf 
Trafficking in persons is a complex phenomenon 
demanding a coordinated and multisectoral 
approach in order to achieve an effective 
response. The toolkit is analyzing country's 
criminal justice response to human trafficking. 
 
Report on the second UNCTAD Public 
Symposium - Responding to global crises: 
New development Paths (TD/B/57/5) 
http://www.unctad.org/en/docs/tdb57d5_en.pdf 
The Symposium discussed the enduring effects 
of the global economic and financial crises with a 
view to exploring new development paths, 
anchored on the premise that responding to 
global crises relies on the advancement of new 
thinking and new approaches. 
 
Tourism and the Millennium Development 
Goals: sustainable - competitive – 
responsible (UNWTO) 
http://www.unwto.org/tourism&mdgsezine/ 
Maximizing tourism’s contribution as a main 
driver of economic growth and development, 
UNWTO is currently implementing numerous 
programmes to reduce poverty, fight gender 
inequality and foster sustainable development. 
 
UNAIDS report on HIV treatment 
Treatment 2.0: http://data.unaids.org/pub/
Outlook/2010/20100713_outlook_treatment2_0_
en.pdf 
O u t l o o k :  h t t p : / / d a t a . u n a i d s . o r g / p u b /
Outlook/2010/20100713_outlook_report_web_en
.pdf 
A new United Nations report says that a radically 
simplified approach to ensuring access to HIV 
treatment for everyone who needs it could 
prevent 10 million deaths by 2025 and 1 million 
new infections annually. The so-called 
‘Treatment 2.0’, says the Joint UN Programme 
on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS), could lower the cost of 
treatment, simplify treatment regimens, ease the 
burden on health systems, and improve the 
quality of life for people living with HIV and their 
families. For the new plan to succeed, the 
agency’s ‘Outlook’ report calls for action to be 
taken across five key areas. 
 

New websites within the UN System 



United Nations Newsletter in Nepal         .

Volume 25 | Page 11 | July 2010  

 

 
 
World Drug Report 2010 (UNODC) 
Report in English: http://www.unodc.org/unodc/
en/data-and-analysis/WDR-2010.html 
Executive Summary available in English, French 
& Spanish. 
The Report shows that drug use is shifting 
towards new drugs and new markets. Drug crop 
cultivation is declining in Afghanistan (for opium) 
and the Andean countries (coca), and drug use 
has stabilized in the developed world. However, 
there are signs of an increase in drug use in 
developing countries and growing abuse of 
amphetamine-type stimulants and prescription 
drugs around the world. 
 
World Economic and Social Survey 2010: 
Retooling Global Development (DESA) 
Report in English: http://www.un.org/esa/policy/
wess/index.html 
Overview available in English, French & Spanish. 
According to the 2010 World Economic and 
Social Survey a major rebalancing of the global 
economy is needed to make it sustainable. The 
main message in the report is that we have seen 
in the past couple of years, multiple global crises 
emerging - the food crisis, energy crisis, climate 
change crisis and the global financial crisis - all 
to a large extent a part of major systemic failures 
in the global economy and weaknesses in the 
mechanisms for global governance and 
particularly also a lack of coherence among 
many areas of policy-making. 
 
Youth employment in crisis (ILO) 
http://www.ilo.org/public/english/bureau/inst/
download/dp201.pdf 
The United Nations labour agency is calling for 
urgent action to tackle the crisis of youth 
unemployment, which has increased significantly 
in the wake of the global economic slowdown 
and has repercussions for the economy as well 
as social cohesion. Young people – those aged 
15 to 24 – account for over 22 per cent of the 
increase in the number of unemployed since the 
beginning of 2007 and is now nearly three times 
the average level among adults aged 25 and 
over, according to the new report issued by 
International Labour Organization. 
 
 
 

 

Humanitarian Affairs 
Minimum Standards for Education: 
Preparedness, Response, Recovery (INEE 
Minimum Standards Handbook, updated 2010 
edition) 
http://www2.reliefweb.int/rw/lib.nsf/db900SID/
MUMA-86U2X9?OpenDocument 
http://www.unicef.org/media/media_54204.html 
This handbook, produced by the Inter-Agency 
Network for Education in Emergencies and 
supported by the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF), 
aims to raise the quality of education in 
emergency situations to help the 25 million 
children who are living in conflict-affected areas 
and are missing out on primary education. The 
2010 edition of the handbook encourages 
preparedness, response and recovery, and 
focuses on the links between education, disaster 
risk reduction and conflict mitigation. 
 
Les Nations Unies et l'assistance humanitaire 
(Nouvelle version du site) 
http://www.un.org/fr/humanitarian/overview/ 
Face au bilan humain et financier des conflits et 
des catastrophes naturelles, le système des 
Nations Unies est l'un des principaux 
prestataires de secours d'urgence et de 
l'assistance à plus long terme. Il porte secours le 
plus rapidement possible aux victimes et 
s'efforce d'élaborer des stratégies efficaces pour 
prévenir les situations d'urgence. 
 
UN Global Pulse: new website to protect the 
vulnerable from emerging crises 
http://www.unglobalpulse.org/ 
UN Global Pulse, an online platform which uses 
sources as varied as statistics, traditional 
warning systems and new sources such as 
mobile phone messages and social media to 
visually detect emerging crises and protect the 
most vulnerable, has launched a new website. 
The launch of Global Pulse, formerly the Global 
Impact and Vulnerability Alert System or GIVAS, 
coincides with the release of the Secretary-
General’s second ‘Voices of the Vulnerable’ 
Report. In addition to the report the website 
features detailed information about research and 
projects with UN agency partners, over 100 
reports focusing on vulnerability and coping in 
response to external shocks, events and links to 
Twitter, Facebook and YouTube pages. 

New websites within the UN System 
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09 Aug: International Day Of The World’s 
Indigenous People 
By resolution 49/214 of 23 December 1994, the General Assembly 
decided to celebrate the International Day of the World's Indigenous 

People on 9 August every year during the International Decade of 
the World's Indigenous People. In 2004 the Assembly proclaimed a 
Second International Decade by resolution 59/174. The goal of this 
Decade is to further strengthen international cooperation for the 
solution of problems faced by indigenous people in such areas as 
culture, education, health, human rights, the environment, and social 
and economic development.  

URL: http://www.un.org/depts/dhl/indigenous 
 
 
12 Aug: International Youth Day 
The General Assembly on 17 December 1999 in its resolution 
54/120, endorsed the recommendation made by the World 
Conference of Ministers Responsible for Youth (Lisbon, 8-12 August 
1998) that 12 August be declared International Youth Day. The 
Assembly recommended that public information activities be 
organized to support the Day as a way to promote better awareness 
of the World Programme of Action for Youth to the Year 2000 and 
Beyond, adopted by the General Assembly in 1995 (resolution 
50/81).  

URL: http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unyin/iyouthday.htm 
 
 
23 Aug: International Day For The 
Remembrance Of The Slave Trade And Its 
Abolition 
The International Day for the Abolition of Slavery recalls the date of 
the adoption, by the General Assembly, of the United Nations 
Convention for the Suppression of the Traffic in Persons and of the 
Exploitation of the Prostitution of Others [Resolution 317 (IV) of 2 
December 1949]. The International Day for the Remembrance of the 
Slave Trade and Its Abolition is celebrated every 23rd of August.  

UN Event | August  


