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UNIC reaches to rural women in Timal 

Kathmandu, 18 June - UN 
Information Centre travelled 
through a dirt road for three hours 
to reach to the top of a mountain in 
Timal at a height of 2100 meter 
above sea level in a village called 
Pokhari Maisthan in 
Sindhupalchowk district, 75 kms 
from capital Kathmandu to meet 
with some 200 women. The 
purpose was to distribute UN 
publications to women 
representatives of 30 wards who 
had come from 7 villages walking several hours. The 
women of the seven VDC have formed community 
libraries in their respective areas as an adult education 
campaign with the assistance of a non governmental 
organization called Sathsathai  with the cooperation of a 
team of volunteers from the Neatherlands. UNIC 
collected a sizeable number of UN publications, all in 
Nepali, from various UN agencies based in Nepal and 

distributed them to the women of Timal amid a function 
on 18 June 2010.  UNIC National Information Officer 
Ram Babu Shah addressed the function highlighting 
aspects of MDGs related to women‟s education and 
health. He also briefed them about the Commemoration 
of 10 years of Security Council Resolution 1325 in Nepal 
in the form of the “Open Day on Women and Peace‟ 
which was held on June 11, 2010. 

P4 Improving access to adult learning  

UNIC National Information Officer addressing the function. Photo: UNIC 

Woman participants in the programme. 

Photo: UNIC   
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Monrovia-Liberia:  The Deputy Special Representative of 
the Secretary-General, Ms. Henrietta Mensa-Bonsu has 
commended peacekeepers from the Federal Democratic 
Republic of Nepal for their contribution to Liberia‟s peace 
process. She particularly singled out their contribution to 
re-establishing the rule of law.  She made the remarks at 
the medal award ceremony in Monrovia to decorate the 
255 members of the Nepalese peacekeepers (240 
Formed Police and 15 Military Police) who will soon end 
their tour of duty in Liberia. 

Paying tribute to the Federal Democratic Republic of 
Nepal for its continued long-standing and substantial 
contribution to peacekeeping operations around the 
world since 1958, the UN Envoy noted that this year 
marks the fifty-second year that Nepal has actively 
participated in UN peace-keeping operations.   

DSRSG Mensa-Bonsu highlighted the achievements by 
the peacekeepers, including support to the Liberia 
National Police and UN Police in curbing criminal 
activities and potential violent public disorder; joint 
patrols with the Liberian National Police; and provision of 
security at the Free Port of Liberia.  Noting the 
professional skills they have transferred to their Liberian 
counterparts through working together in joint operation 
tasks, the DSRSG told the peacekeepers, “You have 
lived according to your maxim, Any Task, Any Time and 
Any Place.” 

Singling out the four female peacekeepers among them, 
she thanked them for taking advantage of the 
proportional representation policy that Nepal has 
implemented, and challenged them to encourage other 
women to follow in their footsteps.  “I charge you as 
„envoys‟ to encourage your fellow Nepalese women to do 
the same and follow in your footsteps,” she stated. 
DSRSG Mensa-Bonsu remarked that the policy should 

not only result in the increased recruitment of women in 
peacekeeping, but should serve as an example to other 
countries.      

The UN Deputy Envoy commended the Nepalese FPU 
Contingent Commander, SP Raju Suwal and the 
Commanding Officer of the Nepalese Military Police, 
Maj. Meenraj Tiwari, for their inspiring leadership which 
enabled the peacekeepers to carry out CIMIC activities 
in communities, in addition to their core duties of 
supporting the mission. “You have all won the hearts and 
minds of the people in your communities and contributed 
to further strengthening relations between UNMIL and 
the Liberian people,” she said, adding that they had 
given back to Liberians “a sense of hope for the future, a 
vision for the way forward.”    

Noting the progress that has been made since 2003, 
DSRSG Mensa-Bonsu re-emphasized the need to 
strengthen efforts to support the Liberian security forces 
and to accomplish the mandate of training and mentoring 
the Liberian National Police to become the primary 
source to which people turn for justice and conflict 
resolution.   

The ceremony was attended by UNMIL Acting Force 
Commander, Major General Carl Modey; Force 
Commander of UN Mission in Cote D‟Ivoire (UNOCI), 
Major General Abdul Hafiz; Vice Admiral/ United Nations 
Integrated Peace-Building Office in Guinea-Bissau 
(UNIOGBIS) Representative, Felipe Lando; Director of 
Mission Support, Mr. Hubert Price; UNPOL 
Commissioner, Mr. Gautam Sawang; Head of Nepalese 
Delegation, Additional Inspector General, Mr. Shailendra 
Kumar Shrestha; Force Chief of Staff, Brig Gen Raphael 
I. Isa; Nepalese Ambassador to Liberia, Ms. Anarkali 
Shreshta; and other senior UNMIL military and civilian 
officials. 

UN Deputy Envoy commends Nepalese peacekeepers in Liberia 

The Deputy Special Representative of the Secretary-General, Ms. Henrietta Mensa-Bonsu awarding UN medal to a Nepalese 

peacekeepers. Photo: UNMIL 
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Nepalese women interact with UN officials 

KATHMANDU 11 June - Representatives from women‟s 

groups met with the Representative of the Secretary 

General Ms. Karin Landgren and Ms. Gillian Mellsop, 

Acting Resident Coordinator on the occasion to mark 

The Global Open Day on Women and Peace in Nepal 

amidst a remarkable event. Women‟s rights advocates 

appreciated the organization of this event by UNIFEM 

and UNCT which enabled an interactive dialogue space 

between women‟s groups from civil society and UN on 

women, peace and security.  Ms. Mellsop described the 

event as breaking new ground for women, peace and 

security. The preparation was highly participatory and 

interactive with well coordinated and targeted specialist 

inputs by the UNIFEM, UN Secretariat and UNDP 

headquarters. The five areas (Relief & Recovery, 

Protection & Justice, Governance, Participation and 

Funding) that were discussed were identified by women 

groups‟ representatives themselves and reflected views 

from a broad spectrum of society based on discussion 

with women advocates, activists from the grass-roots, 

and survivors and victims of conflict across Nepal. The 

presentations were balanced and to the point amidst the 

highly politicized nature of the peace process.   

 

In their presentations and following discussion women 

expressed strong frustration over lack of political space 

to enable their views being heard and considered. The 

major causes identified were restrictive institutional 

norms and predominance of males in the political and 

government structures, especially the security institutions 

which hold the key to peace processes. Consequently, 

peace dividends have thus been marginal from women‟s 

perspectives. They have been limited to small 

compensation packages (or promises of such packages), 

or have merely been discussed, however, not 

implemented. UN‟s attention and intervention was 

particularly called for in the area of truth and 

reconciliation, and its strategic importance was 

acknowledged by the RSG who noted that „truth and 

reconciliation is an important adjunct to post-war 

stability‟. 

 

“Global Open Day: Women and Peace in Nepal” 

highlighted the strategic importance of securing the 33 

per cent quota for women in the highest body of politics, 

a goal described as modest by RSG. Within the time 

available,  the discussion finished short of addressing 

agendas beyond quotas for women, for example, how 

women‟s political participation can transform and enrich 

peace-building agendas in Nepal, how to constitute 

gender equal citizenship rights which influence other 

civic and political rights, and the role of civil society and 

media in such processes. These areas are key 

challenges expected to be addressed in the future 

interactive dialogues. Engaging in a globally coordinated 

dialogue between RSG, and women peace advocates 

certainly emphasized the importance of dialogue in 

peace processes, and enthusiasm for collective actions 

among the women groups‟ activists. Anne Stenhammer, 

Regional Director, UNIFEM South Asia Sub-Regional 

Office, confirmed that the new gender entity will soon 

function and would have adequate resources to support 

these initiatives. RSG concluded the meeting with a very 

positive note, confirming her commitment to engage in 

regular dialogue and interactive sessions with women‟s 

groups for the purpose of incorporating gender equality 

into peace-building agendas.  

 

Representative of the UN Secretary-General Ms. Karin Landgren and Acting UN Resident Coordinator and UNICEF Representative Ms. Gillian 

Mellsop opening the floor on the occasion to mark The Global Open Day on Women and Peace in Nepal. Photo: UNIFEM 
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Kathmandu, 15 June — UNESCO congratulates Nepal 
to its newly acquired status as the 125th State Party to 
the UNESCO Convention for the Safeguarding of the 
Intangible Cultural Heritage.  By ratifying the Convention, 
the Government of Nepal commits itself at the 
international level to safeguard the rich and diverse living 
heritage of the country.   

“This is a great step, as it demonstrates the 
Government‟s commitment, to preserve and promote the 
diverse living heritage of the people of Nepal, where 
cultural heritage is largely cultural practice, and where 
cultural practice means cultural identity”, said Axel 
Plathe, Head of the UNESCO Office in Kathmandu and 
UNESCO Representative to Nepal.  He added that 
“raising awareness at the local and national level on the 
issues of recognition and respect of cultural diversity and 
their corollary, intercultural dialogue, is more crucial than 
ever for sustainable development”. 

The main purposes of the Convention that was adopted 
by UNESCO‟s Member States in 2003 are to safeguard 
intangible cultural heritage, to ensure respect for it, to 
raise awareness about its importance and of mutual 
appreciation and to provide for international cooperation 
and assistance in these fields.  

By ratifying the Convention, the Government recognizes 
that cultural heritage is not limited to material 
manifestations, such as monuments and objects, but 
must be extended to the traditions and living expressions 
inherited from our ancestors. By so doing, it, thus, also 

recognizes its role towards international cooperation and 
responsibilities towards implementing the provisions of 
the Convention through adoption of necessary 
legislative, regulatory and other appropriate measures. 

UNESCO‟s Office of International Standards and Legal 
Affairs recorded 15 June 2010 as the official date of 
Nepal‟s deposit with the Director-General of UNESCO its 
instrument of ratification of the Convention for the 
Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage.  In 
accordance with the terms of its Article 34, the 
aforementioned Convention will enter into force with 
respect to Nepal three months after the date of the 
deposit of this instrument that is on 15 September 2010.  

After Algeria became the first signatory country to the 
Convention six years back, an ever growing number of 
Member States have adhered to the Convention, almost 
two-third of the countries of the world and Nepal now 
becomes the 125th State Party to this Convention after 
Botswana and before Guinea Equatorial.   

UNESCO hopes that Nepal will endeavor to ensure the 
widest possible participation of communities, groups and 
where appropriate, individuals that create, maintain and 
transmit such heritage, and to involve them actively in its 
management. UNESCO is committed to provide support 
to all those involved in the implementation of the 
Convention.  

More on the Convention at http://www.unesco.org/
culture/ich/ 

UNESCO commends Nepal for its commitment to safeguard its 
living heritage  

Improving access to adult learning resources through  
information network 

Kathmandu, 21 June — UNESCO‟s Adult Learning 

Documentation and Information Network (ALADIN), that 

aims at  facilitating access to adult learning resources, 

was presented to educational planners and librarians on 

21 June 2010 during a one-day workshop in Kathmandu. 

ALADIN promotes the sharing relevant information on 

adult learning and contributes to correcting the uneven 

distribution of adult learning documentation and 

information resources.  It also provides training in adult 

learning knowledge management. 

 

Lisa Krolak, ALADIN Coordinator at UNESCO‟s Institute 

for Lifelong Learning (UIL) in Hamburg, Germany said: 

“ALADIN works for a global learning society, where 

information and knowledge on adult learning is created, 

well documented and made accessible to all”. 

ALADIN contributes to ensure that the learning needs of 

all young people and adults are met through equitable 

access to appropriate learning and life-skills in 

accordance with the third of the six Education for All 

Goals. 

 

Participants of the workshop, organized by the UNESCO 

Office in Kathmandu, the Nepal Library Foundation and 

the Nepal Reading Association, prepared an action plan 

for an institution in Nepal , such as a documentation 

centre, a library , an archives or any other informational 

service becoming a member of ALADIN.. 

Prof Dr. Suresh  Raj Sharma, Vice Chancellor of 

Kathmandu University inaugurating the workshop. 

Photo: UNESCO 
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Implementation of integral development activities in 
Hetauda Municipality 

Hetauda, 30 June — Hetauda Municipality has initiated 

efforts for the integral implementation of all development 

activities including construction of new infrastructures, 

environment improvement, poverty reduction and 

economic uplifting for the sustainable development of 

municipal area. 

 

Chief Executive Officer of Hetauda Municipality Bharat 

Bahadur Dhungana had shared this information while 

speaking at a stakeholder sharing workshop held in 

Hetauda. The workshop had been organized by Hetauda 

Municipality with support of UN Habitat Water for Asian 

Cities Programme Nepal. He further stated that water 

and sanitation improvement activities, and skill 

development trainings have also been conducted in 

addition to environment improvement activities in the 

poor communities of this municipality. He also informed 

that the municipality is planning to integrate its internal 

resources combined with the external resources to 

achieve sustainable development in Hetauda 

Municipality. 

 

At the workshop, Upendra Baral, an Advisor of the UEIP 

informed that a bus park, systematic abattoir, vegetable 

market and public toilet have been constructed to utilize 

the municipal resource and improve the environmental 

condition. According to him, the project have also laid 

pipelines to increase access to drinking water. Similarly, 

a wastewater treatment plant along with sewer lines is 

being constructed in the municipality, he added. 

Chief Technical Advisor of UNHABITAT South Asia 

Region Dr. Roshan Raj Shrestha said that all 

communities and areas in the municipality need to be 

uplifted in various aspects to develop the municipality in 

real.   

Representative of UDLE/GTZ Vijaya Rajbaidhya 

expressed her pleasure to have an opportunity to 

collaborate in the development activities initiated by the 

municipality. She also informed that similar activities 

have also been initiated in another 21 municipalities in 

cooperation with correspondent municipalities to reduce 

poverty. 

 

Hetauda Municipality is implementing various 

development activities in co-operation with Urban 

Environment Improvement Project (UEIP), UN Habitat, 

UDLE/ GTZ and local community. 

 

A Water Management Board has been formed in the 

Municipality, which will initiate supplying drinking water to 

the Hetauda Municipality as soon as the Nepal Water 

Supply Corporation handover the responsibility of 

drinking water management to the board. Currently, the 

municipality with support of UN Habitat has established 

community level water supply systems at various urban 

communities particularly Kalyantar, Nawalpur and Rai 

Tole in Hetauda municipality. The project taps water from 

spring and deep boring to supply in these communities. 

Similarly, rainwater is being harvested in Bhairav Danda, 

a village located at remote hilly region of Hetauda, to 

overcome the problem of water shortage. 

 

In addition to constructing toilets and sewer lines, the 

municipality has been improving road and walkway along 

the poor communities to bring about the environment 

improvement in these communities. The municipality has 

already constructed 509 toilets including 220 toilets with 

bio-gas plant. A public toilet has also been constructed in 

China Quarter under the initiation of the Municipality with 

support of UN Habitat. 

 

The municipality has also initiated a revolving fund to 

provide the loan for toilet construction in these poor 

communities. Apart from toilet construction, the 

inhabitants of these communities have also invested 

their loan in various income generating activities such as 

agriculture, livestock rearing and small scale business. 

 

Mr. Druba Bhujel, Social Welfare Officer at Hetauda 

Municipality told that they have targeted to declare the 

municipal area as open defecation free zone by 2010 

AD. Hence, they are conducting various awareness 

raising activities in Hetauda. He further explained that 

they have implemented community and school led total 

sanitation approaches in several communities for this 

purpose. These initiatives have helped to bring the 

behavioural change in the inhabitants, and increased the 

use of toilet in the project covered communities. 

 

The municipality is also providing trainings on 

composting in the municipality, and has constructed a 

compost plant as well for the proper solid waste 

management. Incinerator has been constructed in the 

Hetauda District Hospital to destroy the hospital waste. 

 

Mr. Bharat Bahadur Dhungana, CEO Heatuda Municipality 

speaking at the workshop. Photo: UN Habitat 
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Kathmandu, 5 June — UN Habitat and GUTHI in 
association with organizations working on water and 
sanitation (WATSAN), private agencies and youth groups 
organized various awareness raising programmes in 
June 2010 to commemorate World Environment Day 
(WED) 2010 and Sithi Nakha 2010. 

WED is celebrated globally every year on 5 June to 
sensitize people and raise public voice on environment 
related issues. The day was celebrated this year as well 
and the theme of WED 2010 was 'Many Species One 
Plant One Future'. 

In Nepal, Ministry of Education in association with other 
sector players including UN Agencies, civil society 
organizations, private agencies and youth groups 
organized various events to celebrate WED 2010 at 
National level. 

On this occasion, UN Habitat, GUTHI, Women 
Environment Preservation Committee and Friends' Club 
Kupondole jointly organized a WATSAN exhibition at 
Bagmati River Bank. The exhibition had been held to 
sensitize people on environmental issues, and urge them 
to act for reducing river pollution and conserving rivers. 

At the exhibition, models of rainwater harvesting system, 
wastewater treatment system, EcoSan toilet, Solar Water 
Disinfection technique and household solid waste 
composting system had been demonstrated. Apart from 
it, photos related to Bagmati River had also been 
exhibited. 

An Eco-Football-2010 was also organized in Lalitpur on 
the occasion of WED. Members of Constitution 
Assembly, youth political leaders, WATSAN experts and 
journalists from different media houses participated at 
the football competition to express their solidarity in the 
global mission initiated to hit the goal against climate 

change. 

Likewise, community 
level orientation 
programmes were also 
conducted in Bhaktapur 
and Siddhipur VDC to 
mark WED-2010. At the 
programme, the 
students, teachers and 
community people were 
oriented on WATSAN 
technologies including 
rainwater harvesting, 
wastewater treatment 
and household drinking 
water treatment 
techniques. 

In addition to 
participating in various 
international WATSAN 
events, UN Habitat is 

also promoting indigenous festivals particularly Sithi 
Nakha in Nepal.  

Sithi Nakha is being celebrated in Kathmandu Valley by 
cleaning water sources from medieval past. On the day, 
people clean the local water sources including dug wells, 
stone spouts, springs and others with the purpose to 
conserve source and improve water quality. They also 
conduct other sanitation activities in their communities on 
this day. 

On the occasion of Sithi Nakha 2010, UN Habitat, 
GUTHI, Lalitpur Nagarik Abhiyan, Stone spout and 
Source Conservation Association, NGO Forum for Urban 
Water and Sanitation, Water Aid Nepal and Freshwater 
Action Network Nepal jointly held a consultation 
programme in Lalitpur. 

Political leaders, human right activists, cultural experts, 
representatives of WATSAN organizations, youths and 
journalists took part at the programme to put their 
opinion about Sithi Nakha, and its value in water source 
conservation. 

'Water Walk' was also organized to observe and 
disseminate the existing condition of traditional water 
source and its contribution to community level water 
management in Kathmandu Valley. 

During the walk, the team comprising youths and 
journalists visited to Saptapatal pond and Kamal pokhari 
in Lalitpur, and Rani Pokhari in Kathmandu, where they 
noticed human encroachment in pond area, decreasing 
water level and utilization of rainwater in pond 
recharging. Similarly, they observed the rainwater 
harvesting and dug wells recharging system at 
Machhendra Bahal, Lalitpur and household level water 
management practice at Eco-Home, Kathmandu. 

World Environment Day and Sithi Nakha observed 
in Nepal 

Youth volunteers explaining about Waste water treatment System during 

WED 2010. Photo: UN Habitat 
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UN Event | JUNE 
 

4: International Day Of Innocent Children 

Victims of Aggression 
The United Nations' (UN) International Day of Innocent 

Children Victims of Aggression is observed on June 4 

each year. The purpose of the day is to acknowledge the 

pain suffered by children throughout the world who are the 

victims of physical, mental and emotional abuse. This day 

affirms the UN's commitment to protect the rights of 

children.   

URL: http://www.un.org/events/calendar/Edetail.asp?

EventID=1624&BeginDate=6/4/2010  

 

5: World Environment Day: 
World Environment Day (WED) is one of the principal vehicles 

through which the United Nations stimulates worldwide 

awareness of the environment and enhances political attention 

and action.  

 
The agenda is to give a human face to environmental issues; 

empower people to become active agents of sustainable and 

equitable development; promote an understanding that 

communities are pivotal to changing attitudes towards 

environmental issues; and advocate partnership which will 

ensure all nations and peoples enjoy a safer and more 

prosperous future. 

URL: http://www.un.org/depts/dhl/environment 

 

17: World Day To Combat Desertification 

And Drought 

In 1994, the United Nations General Assembly declared June 

17 the "World Day to Combat Desertification and Drought" to 

promote public awareness of the issue, and the implementation 

of the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification in 

Those Countries Experiencing Serious Drought and/or 

Desertification, Particularly in Africa.   
 

26: International Day Against Drug Abuse 

And Illicit Trafficking: 

By resolution 42/112 of 7 December 1987, the General 

Assembly decided to observe 26 June as the International 

Day against Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking as an 

expression of its determination to strengthen action and 

cooperation to achieve the goal of an international society 

free of drug abuse. This resolution recommended further 

action with regard to the report and conclusions of the 

1987 International Conference on Drug Abuse and Illicit 

Trafficking.  

URL: http://www.un.org/depts/dhl/drug/index.html 

 

http://www.un.org/events/calendar/Edetail.asp?EventID=1624&BeginDate=6/4/2010
http://www.un.org/events/calendar/Edetail.asp?EventID=1624&BeginDate=6/4/2010
http://daccess-ods.un.org/access.nsf/Get?Open&DS=A/RES/49/115&Lang=E
http://daccess-ods.un.org/access.nsf/Get?Open&DS=A/RES/42/112&Lang=E

