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UN Celebrates International Observance of 
the Day of Vesak 

Kathmandu, 27 May: UNIC, Kathmandu celebrated 
International Observance of the Day of Vesak on 27 May 
2010 in the UN Conference Hall in association with the 
International Institute of Buddhist Studies Nepal.  

The function was addressed by the UN Resident 
Coordinator and UNIC Director Mr. Robert Piper, 
Chairperson of the International Institute of Buddhist 
Studies Nepal Mr. Prem Lal Chitrakar and leading 
Nepalese Monks and Nuns.  

Mr. Piper highlighted the significance of the Day from 
UN‟s perspective and read out UN Secretary-General Mr. 

Ban Ki-moon‟s message of the Day. Some 150 people 
participated in the event. 

This Day has been approved by UN General Assembly 
resolution acknowledging that the Day of Vesak, the Day 
of the Full Moon in the month of May each year, be 
internationally recognized and, in particular, at United 
Nations Headquarters and other United Nations Offices, 
in recognition that the Day is the most sacred to 
Buddhists, who commemorate on that day, the birth of 
the Buddha, his attainment of enlightenment and his 
passing away.  

P4 Urine Bank in Siddhipur 

UN Resident Coordinator and UNIC Director Mr. Robert Piper inaugurating the International Observance of the Day of 

Vesak on 27 May 2010 at the UN House by lighting the sacred lamp. Photo: UNIC 
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Kathmandu, 26 May: Jeevan Maharjan, a local farmer 
of Siddhipur VDC, proudly says "We provide healthy 
agricultural products to our customers in our vegetable 
market", but what makes this statement special is that he 
uses urine as a fertilizer. Even more surprisingly, he is 
not the only farmer in Siddhipur who can make this 
claim. There are many others, like Jeevan, who only use 
urine and faecal manure in their farmland instead of 
chemical fertilizers and pesticides. 

Led by a research team from Eawag, Switzerland (the 
Swiss Federal Institute of Aquatic Science and 
Technology) a research project about the potentials of 
urine as a fertilizer, was conducted in Siddhipur.  
Farmers were complaining that the productivity of 
different crops had been decreasing over the past years, 
and thought it could be due to the repeated use of 
chemical fertilizers. Hence, farmers began to use urine to 
fertilize their crops because urine provided the required 
nutrients, in an appropriate balance, to maintain soil 
fertility and increase productivity. 

The Eawag research team held a urine use and 
application workshop with the farmers of Siddhipur and 
helped facilitate the farmers to form a urine user 
committee.  The user committee has now established a 
“urine bank” in Siddhipur with the technical and financial 
support of Eawag and the UN-Habitat Water for Asian 
Cities Programme Nepal. 

The urine bank was officially launched on 17 May, 2010, 
and was inaugurated by Dr. Roshan Raj Shrestha, Chief 
Technical Advisor for Water for Asian Cities Programme, 
UN-HABITAT, South Asia Region. At the inauguration 

ceremony, he stated that the bank would be helpful for 
the farmers to access the required amount of urine that 
they needed to fertilize their crops. Furthermore, he 
believes that by providing a centralized bank for urine 
collection and distribution, the environmental sanitation 
condition in the village would be improved. He also 
suggested that, in time, the villagers could about 
establishing more urine collection centers in other parts 
of the village to make it easier for all farmers to access 
the urine supply. 

Currently, the committee has appointed one employee, 
who has the job of going door to door to collect the urine 
and bring it to the urine bank. The collected urine is 
stored in two tanks, each with 1000 liters of storage 
capacity. 

The user committee plans to provide urine to the farmers 
at the rate NRs. 1.00 per liter to generate funds to pay 
for the collection, operation and management. Fifty 
percent of the amount raised in this way is saved by the 
user committee (for future construction, repairs, etc.) and 
the remaining 50% of the income will be used to pay the 
staff.  

The launching of the bank has made the farmers of 
Siddhipur hopeful that they will be able to access and 
use an adequate amount of urine. And, although they 
need to pay for the urine, they are glad to have a urine 
collection center in their area since they see urine as an 
effective and efficient fertilizer which can help to increase 
the quality of their agricultural products and improve soil 
productivity.  

Urine Bank in Siddhipur: Supplying Urine for Agriculture 

Dr. Roshan Raj Shrestha, Chief Technical Advisor for Water for Asian Cities Programme, UN-HABITAT, South Asia 
Region inaugurating the central urine collection system. Photo: UN-Habitat 
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Road Safety Campaign for UNMIN Staff 

Kathmandu, 31 May: In an effort to educate UNMIN 

driving personnel on best practices and to induce 

behavioral change where necessary, UNMIN Transport 

under the auspices of Logistics Section commenced a 5 

day Road Safety Campaign, kicking off on 24th May, 

2010. Due to the limitation of air transport and the 

topographical constrains of the country, the mission 

relies heavily on surface transport to meet its operational 

imperatives. The Campaign was based on three major 

premises: 1. Preventing accidents to the fullest extent 

possible 2. Mitigating injury and damage when accidents 

occur 3. Assimilation of „lessons learnt‟ from road 

accidents involving mission personnel and vehicles. 

 

During the five day campaign, messages with relevant 

themes such as „Use of Seat Belts‟, „Defensive Driving 

Tips‟ and „Reducing Speed‟ were broadcast and 

disseminated. A town-hall gathering was organized to 

conclude the campaign during which OIC Transport 

delivered a key power-point presentation on „Defensive 

Driving‟ and also drove home the point that the relevancy 

of the themes do not end with the campaign. The Chief 

of CITS presented „Certificates of Appreciation‟ to 

dispatch drivers who had successfully completed one 

year, without either an accident or incident on record.  

'James Bale, OIC Transport Section, UNMIN making a presentation on Safe Driving on the final day of the campaign. 
Photo: UNMIN 
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‘Democratic Dialogue’ continues with greater public interest 

Dhanusha, May: 26 year old Renu Gupta and her 

colleague Raghunath Das are meeting with people from 

different Terai communities, including communities such 

as the Yadav, Chaudhary and Mushahar (marginalized 

and backward communities) for grassroots public opinion 

collection at Bindi Village Development Committee of 

Dhanusa District.  

 

Even in the scorching May sun, the local people are 

seen engaged in offering their thoughts and 

recommendations during this daylong orientation on the 

eleven CA Committee reports of the new Constitution. 

The two facilitators work well in coordinating the 

presentations and dialogues. While one is seen 

answering queries, another one is jotting down the 

questions from the community for submission and 

recommendation to the CA Secretariat.  

 

According to the Social Development Path (SODEP), a 

local NGO partner of UNDP Support to Participatory 

Constitution Building in Nepal (SPCBN), a total of 23 

dialogues have taken place so far in 23 Village 

Development Committees (VDCs) of Dhanusa District 

over the past one and a half month. SODEP has formed 

and trained seventeen teams of one male and one 

female facilitator like Renu and Raghunath to conduct 

Democracy Dialogues throughout the VDCs of Dhanusa. 

 

Upon hearing Raghunath‟s brief orientation on the 

highlights of the Committee reports on Distribution of 

Natural Resources, Financial Rights and Revenues, 

Gorakh Chaudhary, a former government official and the 

participant of the programme said that the local 

resources should be utilized through the consumer 

groups because “they know the best.”  

 

Similarly, another participant Sabnam Khatun, district 

member of the Nepal Sadbhawana Party said that there 

should be special provisions for women who become 

widows at a young age and for women from traditionally 

marginalized group, such as the Musahar\s and Praja.  

 

Sashi Baran Chaudhary, a schoolteacher asked how the 

new constitution would address the gap in education 

being offered in private and government schools. SPCBN 

Civil Society and Outreach team works with 18 NGOs to 

conduct the „Democracy Dialogues‟. Initiated in January 

2009 during the first phase of the Constituent Assembly 

(CA) public consultation, the programme continues to 

actively educate the public and collect public opinion on 

the CA Committee reports. Mukunda Sharma, 

Spokesperson of Constituent Assembly Secretariat said, 

“suggestions collected by the SPCBNUNDP through 

various NGOs will be provided to 601-members by 

classifying the suggestions under various thematic 

committees. The suggestions will be discussed further 

during the 11 thematic workshops to analyze how it will 

be incorporated in the first draft. These suggestions will 

help the CA members to understand people‟s 

expectations.” He further added, “this is the best way to 

include the voices of the people in the new Constitution.” 

Renu Gupta is facilitating the Democratic Dialogue in Dhanusha district. Photo: UNDP 
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Thursday, June 04: International Day Of 

Innocent Children Victims of Aggression 

On 19 August 1982, at its emergency special session on the 

question of Palestine, the General Assembly decided to 

commemorate 4 June of each year as the International Day 

of Innocent Children Victims of Aggression (resolution ES-

7/8). 

 

Friday, June 05: World Environment Day 
URL: http://www.un.org/depts/dhl/environment 

W o r l d  E n v i r o n m e n t  D a y , 

commemorated each year on 5 

June, is one of the principal vehicles 

through which the United Nations 

stimulates worldwide awareness of 

the environment and enhances 

political attention and action. 

 

World Environment Day (WED) is one of the principal 

vehicles through which the United Nations stimulates 

worldwide awareness of the environment and enhances 

political attention and action.  

The agenda is to give a human face to environmental issues; 

empower people to become active agents of sustainable 

and equitable development; promote an understanding that 

communities are pivotal to changing attitudes towards 

environmental issues; and advocate partnership which will 

ensure all nations and peoples enjoy a safer and more 

prosperous future.  

 

Wednesday, June 17: World Day To 

Combat Desertification And Drought 

The World Day to Combat Desertification, celebrated each 

year on June 17, is part of an international campaign by the 

United Nations to tackle global environmental 

deterioration, in particular the degradation of drylands. The 

day marks the anniversary of the adoption of the United 

Nations Convention to Combat Desertification. 

 

Friday, June 26: International Day Against 

Drug Abuse And Illicit Trafficking 
URL: http://www.un.org/depts/dhl/drug/index.html 

By resolution 42/112 of 7 December 1987, the General 

Assembly decided to observe 26 June as the International 

Day against Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking as an 

expression of its determination to strengthen action and 

cooperation to achieve the goal of an international society 

free of drug abuse. This resolution recommended further 

action with regard to the report and conclusions of the 

1987 International Conference on Drug Abuse and Illicit 

Trafficking. 


