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UN Country Team Statement on Women’s Day 

Kathmandu, 8 March: On International Women’s Day, 
let us pay tribute to all women in Nepal who contribute so 
much to the well-being of their families, communities and 
nations.  

This year’s theme is “Equal Rights, Equal Opportunities: 
Progress for All”. In every part of the world, women are 
the weavers of the fabric of society, and progress 
towards equality is being made. Nepal has also made a 
significant progress in the past few years. Today, more 
than 30% of Constituent Assembly members are women. 
Women across Nepal are contributing to build a new 
Nepal by participating actively in the constitution-making 
process to ensure that the constitution not only promotes 
and protects gender equality but also enables women to 
achieve equality. Therefore, we acknowledge the 
progress made so far, but it is important to recognize that 
there is still a long way to go to achieve true equality.  

Almost the same number of girls as boys attend primary 
school, but as long as thousands of girls are forced to 
marry as child brides, which keeps them from achieving 
higher level of education, we have to stand up for equal 
treatment and opportunity. This includes the right to an 
education and to make the most of one’s potential. Only 
42.5% Nepali women are literate, compared to 65.1% 
men.  

As long as women who produce most of the world’s food 
can neither own the land they work on nor have rights of 
inheritance to it, we need to ensure equal access to 
resources. Nepali women earn only half of what their 
male counterparts earn. Women in less than 1% 
households own all three major assets (house, land and 
livestock).   

As long as women and girls continue to eat less in favour 
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of men and boys, we need to make sure women know 
that they have “The Right to Food” and to their own well 
being. 

As long as a Nepali woman dies needlessly every four 
hours from complications of pregnancy and childbirth, we 
have to prioritize the health and rights of women. This 
includes the right to sexual and reproductive health.  

As long as there is widespread violence against women 
and girls and impunity for these crimes, we have to enact 
and enforce equitable laws to tilt the scales of justice to 
end the culture of impunity. Women, fearing or 
experiencing violence, are less likely to negotiate safe 
sex, go for HIV testing, share their HIV status and 
access treatment.  

Many Nepali women and girls are taking their lives to 
escape from the hardship, violence and discrimination 
that they face. The highest cause of deaths among 
women of reproductive age in Nepal is suicide. We have 
to mobilize for real change to end unequal treatment, 
discrimination and violence against girls and women.  

Efforts continue among civil society groups to ensure 
that Nepali women enjoy full rights with respect to 
citizenship, including in relation to conveying citizenship 
to their children - a key requirement to preventing and 
reducing statelessness.  

The struggle for gender equality is one of the greatest 
challenges of our time.  

Today on International Women’s Day let us go forward 
united in the conviction that women’s rights are human 
rights, that all human beings are born free and equal in 
dignity and rights, and that all persons are entitled to live 
free of discrimination and violence.  

More than 60 years ago, in 1945, the founders of the 

United Nations inscribed the guiding principle of equality 
between men and women in the United Nations Charter. 
Three decades later, in 1979, delegates adopted the 
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of 
Discrimination against Women (CEDAW), the first 
comprehensive international treaty to advance and 
protect women’s rights. 

In 1994, at the International Conference on Population 
and Development, leaders declared for the first time that 
reproductive health and rights are fundamental to 
women’s empowerment, gender equality and sustainable 
development. 

And fifteen years ago, at the Fourth World Conference 
on Women, world leaders agreed on a platform for action 
for equality, development and peace.  

These issues are essential to achieving all of the 
Millennium Development Goals and making MDGs 
meaningful for the most marginalized in Nepal. These 
goals and agreements guide policymakers and ordinary 
citizens to demand change and to hold their 
governments accountable for the promises they have 
made.  

The United Nations Country Team in Nepal is committed 
to working with the government, civil society partners 
and women and men to advance gender equality, 
women’s empowerment and human rights, in particular, 
implementing the National Plan of Action to address 
gender based violence and support the Government of 
Nepal to implement United Nations Security Council 
Resolutions 1325 and 1820 for the full participation and 
protection of women in peace building. 

Today on International Women’s Day, and every day, let 
us go forward with the vision that progress for women is 
progress for all. 

Kathmandu, 25 
M a r c h :  F o u r 
m e m b e r s  o f 
Nepal’s Constituent 
Assembly  a re 
heading to New 
Delhi to participate 
on 24 and 25 
March 2010 in the 
first Contact Group 
M e e t i n g  o f 
Parliamentarians 

for Education from Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, 
Nepal and Sri Lanka.  The UNESCO organized meeting 
aims at creating networks of parliamentarian to advance 
the goal of education for all in the region.  

In addition to the four parliamentarians; Suresh Kumar 
Ale Magar (Unified Communist Party of Nepal – Maoist), 
Narayan Khadka (Nepali Congress), Mangal Siddhi 
Manandhar (Communist Party of Nepal – Unified Marxist 

Leninist), the Secretary-General of Nepal National 
Commission for UNESCO and Secretary of Ministry of 
Education, Dipendra Bikram Thapa also forms part of the 
Delegation from Nepal. 

The meeting will be held as a follow-up to the creation of 
the Forum of Asia Pacific Parliamentarians for Education 
(FASPPED) in October 2008 in Jakarta, Indonesia.  It 
aims at strengthening cooperation between UNESCO, 
parliamentarians and other partners on the one hand and 
amongst parliamentarians on the other hand.   It also 
aims at creating a space for dialogue and exchange of 
information on educational development issues. 

It is expected that the parliamentarians prepare and 
adopt a two year action plan, including a capacity 
building programme proposal all for: the implementation 
of FASPPED’s recommendations and to strengthen 
parliamentarians’ ability to champion Education For All, 
the education related Millennium Development Goals 
and education development in the participating countries. 

Members of Constituent Assembly participate in 
UNESCO Education Forum in New Delhi 

Members of Constituent 
Assembly. File Photo: UN 
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Enhancing personal security skills of women 
journalists in Terai  

Kathmandu, 31 March: Women journalists working in 
the Terai region are still too often victims of threat and 
violence. This was one of the reasons why the UNESCO 
Kathmandu Office, with the support of the UN Peace 
Fund for Nepal, continued its efforts to train women 
media professionals in personal security skills during a 
training course conducted from 18 to 20 March 2010.  

Two thirds of the 25 journalists participating in the 
training said that they have been victims of threat or 
harassment because of stories that they have written or 

interviews they have done. The attacks ranged from 
intimidation to physical violence and a very high number 
of threats go unreported. More and more women 
journalists say that there is growing pressure from their 
families to get out of the profession because of such 
dangers. 

One of the main reasons of the training was to help 
female journalists to protect themselves whilst continuing 
working in their profession.  Other issues covered by the 
training, in which journalists from very diverse cultural 
backgrounds and the districts of Dhanusha, Saptari, 
Siraha, Mahottari, Rauthat, Bara, Parsha , Jhapa and 
Sarlahi participated  included basic journalism skills, 
human rights fundamentals, conflict sensitive journalism, 
gender sensitive journalism and gender based violence.  

The training course entitled “Conflict Sensitive 
Journalism, Gender Sensitive Journalism and Gender 
Based Violence” was conducted by Tanka Raj Aryal, 
from Article 19 and Nirmala Sharma from the women 
journalists association Sancharika Samua. 

The training was a follow-up to an innovative programme 
that UNESCO Kathmandu and the Nepal Press Institute 
put together last year with the support of the UN Peace 
Fund for Nepal. 

Women journalists broadcasting news in a community radio in 
Birgunj. Photo: UNESCO 

Twitter campaign to raise 
participation of Nepali youths 

against discrimination 

The Holocaust and the United Nations Outreach 
Programme has partnered with the Anne Frank Center 
USA to launch the “Messages to Anne Frank” Twitter 
campaign, in memory of her death 65 years ago. All UN 
agencies invite to publicize the campaign on their 
respective websites and help encourage young people in 
Nepal to participate. 

Anne Frank was a young German-Jewish girl who 
perished in the Holocaust.  Her story has been translated 
into 67 languages around the world and is an excellent 
way to educate young people about the Holocaust and 
the consequences of intolerance, racism and 
discrimination. 

This Twitter campaign encourages young people to 
remember how Anne Frank spent the final months of her 
life in hiding from the Nazis, and to learn from her 
experience.  As a teenager, Anne Frank tried to 
understand why the Jewish people were being 
persecuted, and struggled to make sense of World War 
II.  Her diary, which is known to young people around the 
world, contains her personal thoughts about the people 
she loved, her fear of death and her hopes and dreams 
in life.   

The students are asked to imagine that Anne Frank had 
a way to receive electronic messages without being 
discovered. They are invited then to “tweet” her 
messages of support and share their thoughts about 
what they have learned from her life. 

Students of all ages around the world can participate by 
posting their messages on the twitter site of the 
Holocaust and the United Nations Outreach Programme 
at:http://twitter.com/UNandHolocaust.   

The messages will be posted online and exhibited at the 
Anne Frank Center USA in New York City. Participants 
with a privacy setting on their Twitter site should accept 
UNandHolocaust as a friend, in order to be able to 
receive their Tweets. 

For additional information, please see,http://www.un.org/
holocaustremembrance/2010/annefrank.shtml.   

Thanks very much for supporting this campaign!  
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Kathmandu, 31 March: Water and sanitation (WATSAN), which were considered 
as developmental issues, are nowadays treated as basic right by most of the 
stakeholders and sector players of Nepal and other countries. 

Nepal has targeted to reduce the population deprived from safe drinking water 
and proper sanitation to half by 2015 to meet the Millennium Development Goal 
at local level. Similarly, the country has targeted to provide proper WATSAN 
facilities to all by 2017 in its National goal. 

The government and non-governmental organizations involved on WATSAN in 
Nepal are also working consistently to expand WATSAN services and increase 
coverage of safe drinking water and proper sanitation facilities in the country so 
that deprived population and communities could be benefited with adequate and 
quality WATSAN services. 

In this context, various media of Nepal are also expressing their solidarity in this 
national campaign, and disseminating WATSAN related news and issues 
regularly. It has helped WATSAN to gain remarkable space in the current media 
of Nepal, and has supported in raising awareness on WATSAN at different levels. 

Considering this contribution, Ministry of Physical Planning and Works under the 
Government of Nepal, and UN-HABITAT’s Water for Asian Cities Nepal in 
association with Guthi jointly organized the WATSAN Media Fellowship Award in 
Nepal to encourage the journalists to continue their contribution in WATSAN 
sector in days ahead. 

At the beginning, an announcement of the WATSAN Media Fellowship Award 
was made in which the journalists were called to submit their proposal with their 
previous works in WATSAN issues. 

A 7-member jury panel was formed, which comprises experts in journalism and 
WATSAN to make the selection process impartial and transparent. On the basis 
of the previous works of the journalists competing for the fellowship award, the 
panel declared ten journalists as the winners. Among them, five were from 
different national newspapers, two from FM Radio and three from television 
channels. 

The fellowship award has been expected to be helpful in initiating research based 
media reporting which in turn contributes in dissemination of accurate and 
credible information among the public and policy makers. These initiatives can 
also be effective and efficient to bring local initiatives in a wider spectrum. It has 
also been expected to build and foster sustainable relation of the sector players 
with media in the country. 
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UN Event for April 2009 
 

Thursday, 2 April: World Autism Day 

On Tuesday 18 December 2007, the General Assembly 
adopted a resolution to designate 2 April as World 
Autism Day.  

The day will mark the beginning of Autism Month and is 
meant to raise awareness about the disease and  

encourage research and early childhood screening. 

 

Saturday, 4 April: International Day For Mine 
Awareness And Assistance In Mine Action 

http://www.mineaction.org 

The United Nations General Assembly has declared 4 
April the International Day for Mine Awareness and 
Assistance in Mine Action. The day will raise awareness 
about landmines and progress toward their eradication. 
April 4 was designated as a day of remembrance by UN 
Resolution A/c.4/60/L.7/rev.1 on November 8, 2005. 

 

Tuesday, 7 April: 
World Health Day 

h t t p : / /w w w . u n . o r g /
Depts/dhl/health 

Each year on April 7th, 
the world celebrates 
World Health Day. On 
this day around the 
globe, thousands of 
even t s  ma rk  t he 

importance of health for productive and happy lives. 

 

Thursday, 23 April: World Book And 
Copyright Day 
http://www.un.org/depts/dhl/book 

23 April is a symbolic date for world literature for on this 
date in 1616, Cervantes, Shakespeare and Inca 
Garcilaso de la Vega all died. It is also the date of birth 
or death of other prominent authors such as Maurice 
Druon, Haldor K.Laxness, Vladimir Nabokov, Josep Pla 
and Manuel Mejía Vallejo.  

It was a natural choice for UNESCO's General 
Conference, held in Paris in 1995, to pay a world-wide 
tribute to books and authors on this date, encouraging 
everyone, and in particular young people, to discover the 
pleasure of reading and gain a renewed respect for the 
irreplaceable contributions of those who have furthered 
the social and cultural progress of humanity. In this 
respect, UNESCO created both the World Book and 
Copyright Day and the UNESCO Prize for Children's and 
Young People's Literature in the Service of Tolerance.  

 

 


