
 

 

M O N T H L Y   
N E W S L E T T E R  

J U N E  2 0 0 9  V O L U M E  1 2  

UN awards medals to Nepalese peacekeepers 

United Nations 
Information Centre 
(UNIC) Kathmandu 

http://unic.un.org/kathmandu 

I N S I D E  T H I S  

I S S U E :  

UN Envoy awards medals 
to Nepalese peacekeepers 
– 1 

UN promotes cooperation 
in combating brokering in 
small arms - 2 

FEATURE: Children are 
able to go to grade six in 
their own village- 2 

WAC Activities marking 
World Water Day 2009 in 
Nepal - 3 

UNAIDS Updates - 4 

Protecting the Lumbini 
World Heritage site and its 
surrounds   - 5 

UN Event Calendar for a 
Year - 6 

Protection Preparedness in 
Emergencies Regional 
Trainings - 7 

http://www.un.org/ga/
econcrisissummit - 7 

 

You can listen to the UN programmes on Ujyalo Network's 90 FM every Saturday from 07:30 
a.m. to 08:00 a.m. and Radio Kantipur's 96.1 FM every Wednesday from 07:30 a.m. to 08:00 a.m.   
OR you can log on to UNIC Website (http://kathmandu.unic.org) to listen the programme 
archieves. 

Kathmandu, 26 June:  The Special 
Representative of the Secretary-General (SRSG) 
in Liberia, Ms. Ellen Margrethe Løj awarded UN 
peacekeeping medals to 255 Nepalese 
peacekeepers (240 members of Formed Police 
Units and 15 Military Police officers), for their 
contributions to peace and stability in Liberia at 
a colorful ceremony.  Recognizing the long 
commitment of the Nepalese government to 
peacekeeping operations, in general and to 
Liberia in particular, SRSG Løj noted the times 
Nepalese peacekeepers have served in Liberia - 
during the UN Observer Mission in 1996, and 
now in UNMIL since 2003. “You have traveled 
thousands of kilometers and made personal and 
professional sacrifices so that Liberians can live 
in peace, security and freedom”. 
 
During her remarks at the ceremony, Ms. Løj 
made urged Nepalese peacekeepers serving the 
UN Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) to be exemplary 
in their conduct. Quoting from a Nepalese 
teaching which says, “Know well what leads you 
forward and what holds you back and chose the 

path that leads to wisdom”, she urged 
them to choose the path of good 
conduct and lead by example.   

The UN Envoy recounted the contributions of 
the Nepalese peacekeepers to the Liberia 
National Police, which have contributed to 
reducing incidents of violent crimes in the 
country. She commended them for their 
unique sense of compassion and respect for 
diversity. “I am immensely proud that you - 
Nepalese peacekeepers - have brought your 
unique traditions to peacekeeping in Liberia 
and conducted yourselves with compassion 
and respect for diversity. We deeply value this 
approach”.  She assured them that the difficult 
situation under which they perform their 

duties is well appreciated by UNMIL and the 
UN, and she conveyed the appreciation of the 
head of the Department of Peacekeeping 
Operations, Mr. Alain Le Roy, whom she said, 
was, “particularly impressed at the high sense of 
commitment and professionalism exhibited by 
peacekeepers in Liberia”.  
 
Nepal is the fifth largest troop contributing 
country worldwide.  Over 76,000 of its 
peacekeepers have served in various peace 
missions since 1958 when it became a member 
of the United Nations. Currently, over 3,900 
are deployed in eleven missions around the 
world. 
 
At the ceremony were UNMIL Force 
Commander, Lt.-Gen. ATM Zahirul Alam; 
UNPOL Commissioner, Mr. Henrik Stiernblad; 
Director of Mission Support, Mr. Stephen 
Lieberman; Assistant Inspector-General of the 
Nepalese Armed Police Force and Head of the 
visiting Nepalese Delegation, Mr. Kishor Kumar 
Lama; UNMIL Military Chief of Staff, Brig.-Gen. 
Paul T. Boroh; Sector A Commander, Brig.-Gen. 
E. O. Olofin; Nepalese Contingent Commander, 
Col. Dharma Baniya; and other senior military 

SRSG in Liberia Ms. Ellen Margrethe Løj awarding UN medal to a 
Nepalese Police Officer. Photo: E. Tobey/UNMIL 

Radio Chautari on Air 

Listen: http://unic.un.org/
kathmandu 
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UN News 

Kathmandu, 17 June:  The United Nations Office for 
Disarmament Affairs (UNODA), through its Regional Centre 
for Peace and Disarmament in Asia and the Pacific (UNRCPD) 
located in Nepal, organized a regional seminar entitled 
“Enhancing International and Regional Cooperation to Prevent, 
Combat and Eradicate Illicit Brokering in Small Arms and Light 
Weapons in South Asia and Central Asia” in Kathmandu, 
Nepal, on 17 -18 June 2009. This UN initiative had received 
financial support from the Governments of Austria, Japan and 
the Republic of Korea. 
 

The seminar was the first of a series of three sub-regional 
seminars on the topic of “Illicit Brokering of Small Arms and 
Light Weapons” in Asia and the Pacific. Its main purpose was to 
raise the awareness of the importance and urgency of 
addressing the issue of illicit brokering in small arms and light 
weapons as well as to enhance cooperation on this issue 
among states in Asia and the Pacific. The seminar also aimed at 
identifying areas of assistance which States could benefit from, 
including capacity-building in drafting and strengthening national 
legislation and regulations; strenghtening national arms tranfers 
licensing control systems, and enhancing the capacity of law 
enforcement agencies in combating illicit brokering activities.  
 
Representatives from 13 countries in South Asia and Central 
Asia, international and regional organizations, including the 
United Nations, INTERPOL and the South Asian Association 
for Regional Cooperation (SAARC), as well as civil society 
organizations  gathered in Kathmandu to discuss ways and 
means to tackle this issue. 
 
UNIC organized a press conference for UNRCP office in Nepal 
which was addressed by Mr. Taijiro Kimura, Director of 
UNRCPD Nepal and also by Mr. Roman Hunger, Special 
Coordinator for Peace and Disarmament Programs at the 
RCPD in Asia and the Pacific . 

UN promotes cooperation in combating small arms  

Children are able to go to grade six in 
their own village  

Kathmandu, 29 June:  Until recently Gajari village had only 
one small old school built nine years ago by the community 
themselves, the first ever school in the village. “Before we used 
to send our children to school only when they were 8-9 years 
old, when they could walk for one and half hours to reach the 
nearest school”, say the mothers.  This small old school ran 
classes up till grade five only. After completing grade five, the 
children had to go to other villages.Thanks to the UNDP Quick 
Impact Peace Support Initiative (QIPSI) Programme, the village 

has now been able to add two more classrooms for 6 and 7 
grades.   

Keshav Dutta Joshi, one of the teachers says, “We 
hope to have classes up to grade 8 and we still need 
more support. There are altogether 102 students in 
the school and 60 are girls.”  The new school building 
was built at a total cost of Rs. 3,71,220. The QIPSI 
programme provided Rs. 3, 04400 and the community 
contributed labour worth Rs. 66,820.    
 
The students do 
not have chairs to 
sit  but at least 
they do not have 
to sit outside 
under a tree. The 
District Education 

Office has provided only 
one teacher to the school. 
The four other teachers 
are either volunteering 
their time or getting a 
small financial support from 
the community,  based on 
what it can afford at the 
time.  

The  old school at the left was built by the community, UNDP QIPSI supported the  new building at 

the right with two more classrooms. Photo: UNDP 

Children applauding the  donors for their 

new classrooms. Photo: UNDP 

Participants of the UNODA seminar. 
Photo: UNRCPD, Nepal 
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Kathmandu, 29 June:  Since 1972, World Environment Day 
(WED) is being celebrated every year on June 5 across the 
world. Considering the climate change and its environmental 
impact, the day was marked this year focusing on the theme 
"Your planet needs you! Unite to combat climate change". 
 
In Nepal, the government and non-government organizations, 
and other institutions involved in water, environment and 
sanitation sectors organized different programmes in different 
part of the country to mark the WED 2009. 
 
On this occasion, UN-HABITAT Water for Asian Cities 
(WAC) programme, Nepal, Bottlers Nepal Limited, 
Environment and Public Health Organization (ENPHO) and 
Urban Environment Management Society (UEMS) jointly 
organized a programme in Lalitpur to declare three 
communities- Chhusika, Chochein and Lonhala as the Safe 
Water Zones. At the programme, the community 
representatives were honoured with certificate of appreciation 
by the Chief Guest and Head of Water Quality Improvement 
and Monitoring Section of Department of Water Supply and 
Sewerage (DWSS), Birendra Man Shakya. 
 
Waterborne diseases such as cholera, diarrhea was common 
among community people in Safe Water Zone declared areas 
due to lack of safe drinking water. Hence, "Partnership for Safe 
Water" campaign - a unique private public partnership initiated 
by Government of Nepal, UN HABITAT, Bottlers Nepal, 
ENPHO and UEMS, was intervened in these communities. The 
programme promoted simple Household Water Treatment 
(HWT) options such as boiling, filtration, chlorination and 
SODIS, and conducted various awareness raising programmes 

to increase public awareness on safe drinking water. 
Nowadays, none of community people drinks water 
without disinfecting it, which has remarkably 
decreased the waterborne diseases. 
 
On the same occasion, an Inter-School Art 
Competition on the theme "Waterborne Diseases and 
its preventive measures" had also been organized. The 
winners of the competition were honoured with prize 
and certificate by Dr. Roshan Raj Shrestha, Chief 
Technical Advisor of UN HABITAT. 
 
On WED 2009, UN-HABITAT WAC and Nepal and 
Bottlers Nepal Limited also entered into a partnership 
exhibiting Public-Private-Community partnership to 
conserve and preserve the environment. This 
collaboration will work in cooperation with Lalitpur 
Sub-Metropolitan City (LSMC) and Kathmandu Valley 
Water Management Board where as Centre for 
Integrated Urban Development will provide technical 
support. 

It has aimed to demonstrate community level groundwater 
recharge technique in Patan, Lalitpur through restoration of 
traditional ponds and installation of Rain Water Harvesting 
(RWH) system and groundwater recharge structures to 
facilitate increase in water discharge of selected traditional 
stone spout. 
 
The initiative will help to conserve 40,000 kilo liters of 
rainwater, besides benefiting the local community and opinion 
leaders to build awareness on Water Conservation and 
protecting traditional water bodies. 

WAC Activities marking World Water Day 2009 in Nepal 

Certificate distribution to community representatives of “Safe Water Zones”. 
Photo: UN-HABITAT 

Guest on the occasion of safe water zone programme during world environment 
day 2009. Photo: UN-HABITAT  
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UN News 

Hello Reader! 
  
This time I will write abut the UN Learning Team on AIDS. 
The Learning team in Nepal was founded in 2008 and aims to 
educate all UN staff and their families on HIV and AIDS. The 
main function of the learning team is to implement UN Cares.    
 

What is UN Cares? 
UN Cares is designed to reduce the impact of HIV on the UN 
workplace by supporting “universal access” to a comprehensive 
range of benefits for all UN personnel and their families. These 
benefits – known as the UN Cares 10 Minimum Standards – 
include information and education, voluntary counseling and 
testing, access to male and female condoms, and emergency 
prevention measures in case of accidental exposure, among 
others. The Standards also call for increased measures to stop 
stigma and discrimination. 
 

Why UN Cares?  
If one was to look at the UN as a nation. The United Nations 
would experience a generalized epidemic. Therefore it is 
important that we know about HIV and AIDS and how to stay 
safe. HIV is having a serious impact not just on our work, but 
also in our workplace. Absences, illnesses and deaths due to 
HIV and AIDS have profound implications for staff, their 
families, and for the UN. Even in countries where HIV is less 
visible, the UN has an obligation to act. 
 

 
 

What can you do?  
• Know the essential facts about HIV and AIDS; read the 

booklet “Living in a world with HIV” and visit 
www.uncares.org to learn more. 

• Attend UN learning sessions on HIV and invite family 
members to do the same. 

• Protect yourself and your family from HIV transmission. 
• Get tested for HIV and make healthy choices; for facilities 

near you search the UN Cares Global Database for HIV at 
www.uncares.org.  

• Ensure zero tolerance for stigma and discrimination in the 
UN workplace. 

• Take a first aid course that includes information on 
universal precautions. 

• Know who in your duty station keeps the emergency 
prevention measures [the Post-Exposure Prophylaxis (PEP) 
starter kits], and make sure your family does, too. 

 
UN CARES in Nepal 
The learning team on AIDS in Nepal will soon be recruiting 
more members. We will be sure to let you know. We will also 
keep you informed about when our next UN learning sessions 
on HIV 
 
This was a brief introduction of the Learning Team and the UN 
CARES programme. For more information, contact me or your 
UN CARES focal person or visit the web at www.uncares.org . 
Till then, keep safe and protect yourself! For more information 
on HIV and the UN CARES programme do not hesitate to 
contact me, Jan-marcus (Masse), on Hellstromj@unaids.org.  

UNAIDS Updates 

www.uncares.org 
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Kathmandu, 29 June:  The UNESCO World Heritage Centre 
and UNESCO Office in  Kathmandu, in close collaboration with 
the Lumbini Development Trust (LDT) and Department of 
Archaeology (DOA), organized a three and half day workshop 
from 18 – 21 June 2009 as part of project preparation mission 
to Lumbini, the birthplace of Lord Buddha, Nepal. This mission 
was financed by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan through 
the UNESCO Japan-Fund-in-Trust (JFIT). 
 
The purpose of the workshop was to prepare a project 
document for the protection of the World Heritage Property 
of Lumbini, its surroundings and associated historic Buddhist 
Sites within the region. The workshop was attended by a wide 
range of local Nepalese experts, a team of 5 international 
experts, many of them who have already worked on or are 
acquainted with the site, and Dr Roland Lin, Programme 
Specialist from the World Heritage Centre. Representatives of 
the Lumbini Buddhist Community and officials of the DOA and 
LDT also participated, along with Dr Colin Kaiser, Head of 
UNESCO Kathmandu, and the Culture Unit of UNESCO 
Office.  
 
The workshop was carried out through intensive group work 
and site visits, with frequent exchange among the groups. 
There were altogether four groups, each headed by one or 
two international experts, who addressed specific questions 
linked with   
 
• The Master Plan of Kenzo Tange (5 mile X 5 mile area) 
• The World Heritage Site of Lumbini and potential Sites 

linked to Lord Buddha 
• Material Conservation inside the Maya Devi Temple as 

well as for outside vestiges and Archaeological 
Conservation for the Lumbini World Heritage Site and 

• The Sacred Garden (Lumbini World Heritage Site, buffer 
zone and area beyond the levee)  

 
The workshop was followed by a tripartite meeting on 22 June 
in Kathmandu which was attended by H.E. Tatsuo Mizuno, 
Ambassador to Nepal of Japan, Mr Bhim Lal Gurung, Deputy-
Secretary General of the Nepal National Commission for 
UNESCO, and participants of the workshop. During the 
meeting the Ambassador was informed of the preliminary 
results of the mission.  
 
By the general agreement of local participants, this was by far 
the most constructive mission/workshop organized by 
UNESCO for the Lumbini World heritage Site and the related 
Buddhist historic sites. There was consensus about the 
necessity to review the Master Plan. Its philosophy, notably the 
aspects pertaining to the Sacred Garden, have been fully 
understood. The ongoing development of Integrated 
Management Plan for the Site also received momentum 
through this mission. Certain issues raised in the earlier 
missions by UNESCO were also re-examined and feasible 
solutions were found. The mission successfully accomplished its 
core objectives by identifying a series of technical proposals 
related to material conservation, geo-physical archaeological 
investigations, archeological resource archiving, local training in 
technical restoration etc. The main priority will be those 
projects that can be implemented within the 3-year period 
under the UNESCO/JFIT and those projects that will have 
impact for the long-term protection of Lumbini and its 
associated sites.  

Protecting the Lumbini World Heritage site and its 
surrounds    

A working group under discussion during the workshop.  

Photo: UNESCO 

Birth Place of Lord Buddha in Lumbini, Nepal.  

Photo: UNESCO 
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Prior to the monsoon this year, the Protection Cluster has 
held two regional trainings to build the capacity of key national 
stakeholders on emergency preparedness and response. The 
participants were women development officers, local 

development workers, chief district 
officers, National Red Cross Society 
(NRCS) members and local NGOs from 
12 flood-prone  districts.  
 
 The first training took place 
from 2 to 5 June in Nepalgunj, for 
participants from Kailali, Kanchanpur, 
Dang, Bardia, Banke and Surkhet; 
followed by the second one in Bharatpur 
from 22 to 25 June for participants from 
Rautahat, Nawalparasi, Rupandehi, 
Mahottari, Dhanusha and Parsa.  
 
 Trainers from UNICEF, UNFPA, 
OHCHR, and TPO (Transcultural 
Psychosocial Organisation Nepal) 
facilitated sessions on protection, child 
protection, psychosocial issues and 
gender in emergencies. OCHA led a 
session on cluster management and 
contingency planning.  
 
 These trainings were part of a 

series, with the third, concluding one, to be held in Biratnagar 
in July, covering the 5 at-risk districts of Sunsari, Saptari, 
Udaypur, Morang, and Siraha. 

Protection Preparedness in Emergencies Regional 
Trainings 

Participants of the training in Bharatpur. 

Photo: UNFPA 

http://www.un.org/ga/econcrisissummit/ 

 
The United Nations convened a three-day summit of world leaders from  
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JANUARY 
27: International Day Of Commemoration In Memory Of The 
V i c t i m s  O f  H o l o c a u s t ,  h t t p : / / w w w . u n . o r g /
holocaustremembrance 
 
FEBRUARY 
21: International Mother Language Day, http://www.un.org/
depts/dhl/language 
 
MARCH 
8: International Women’s Day, http://www.un.org/events/
women/iwd/2007/history.shtml 
21: International Day For The Elimination Of Racial 
Discrimination, http://www.un.org/depts/dhl/racial/index.html 
22: World Day For Water, http://www.un.org/depts/dhl/
water/index.html 
23: World Meteorological Day, http://www.wmo.int/wmd 
24: World TB Day, http://www.stoptb.org/events/
world_tb_day/2007/ 
 
APRIL 
2: World Autism Day 
4: International Day For Mine Awareness And Assistance In 
Mine Action, http://www.mineaction.org 
7: World Health Day, http://www.un.org/Depts/dhl/health 
23: World Book And Copyright Day, http://www.un.org/
depts/dhl/book 
 
MAY 
3: World Press Freedom Day, http://www.un.org/depts/dhl/
press 
15: International Day Of Families, http://www.un.org/esa/
socdev/family/IntObs/IDF/IDFframe.htm 
17: World Information Society Day, http://www.un.org/Depts/
dhl/events/infosociety/index.html 
21: World Day For Cultural Diversity For Dialogue And 
Development, http://www.un.org/depts/dhl/cultural_diversity 
22: International Day For Biological Diversity 
31: World No-Tobacco Day 
9: World Vesak Day  
 
JUNE 
4: International Day Of Innocent Children Victims of 
Aggression 
5: World Environment Day, URL: http://www.un.org/depts/
dhl/environment 
17: World Day To Combat Desertification And Drought 
26: International Day Against Drug Abuse And Illicit 
Trafficking, URL: http://www.un.org/depts/dhl/drug/index.html 
 
JULY 
11: World Population Day, http://www.un.org/depts/dhl/
population 
1: International Day Of Cooperatives 
 

AUGUST 
9: International Day Of The World’s Indigenous People, http://
www.un.org/depts/dhl/indigenous 
12: International Youth Day, http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/
unyin/iyouthday.htm 
23: International Day For The Remembrance Of The Slave 
Trade And Its Abolition 
 
SEPTEMBER 
8: International Literacy Day, http://www.un.org/depts/dhl/literacy 
14: International Day For The Preservation Of The Ozone 
Layer 
15: International Day Of Democracy 
21: International Day Of Peace, http://www.un.org/
cyberschoolbus/peaceflag/whatis.html 
 
OCTOBER 
2: International Day For Natural Disaster Reduction, http://
www.un.org/Depts/dhl/disaster 
9: World Post Day, http://www.upu.int/world_post_day/en/
index.shtml 
10: World Mental Health Day 
16: World Food Day, http://www.un.org/Depts/dhl/food/
index.html 
17: International Day For The Eradication Of Poverty 
http://www.un.org/depts/dhl/poverty 
24: United Nations Day 
http://www.un.org/events/unday/2006/background.html 
24: World Development Information Day 
 
NOVEMBER 
6: International Day For Preventing The Exploitation Of The 
Environment In War And Armed Conflict 
14: World Diabetes Day 
16: International Day For Tolerance, http://www.un.org/depts/
dhl/tolerance 
20: Africa Industrialization Day 
20: Universal Children’s Day, http://www.un.org/Depts/dhl/
children_day 
21: World Television Day 
25: International Day For The Elimination Of Violence Against 
Women, http://www.un.org/Depts/dhl/violence 
29: International Day Of Solidarity With The Palestinian 
People, http://www.un.org/depts/dhl/palestinian/index.html 
 
DECEMBER 
1: World AIDS Day, http://www.un.org/depts/dhl/aidsday/
index.html 
2: International Day For The Abolition Of Slavery, http://
www.un.org/depts/dhl/slavery 
3: International Day Of Disabled Persons 
5: International Volunteer Day 
7: International Civil Aviation Day 
9: International Anti-Corruption Day, http://www.un.org/
depts/dhl/events/anti_corruption 
10: Human Rights Day, http://www.un.org/depts/dhl/
humanrights 
11: International Mountain Day 
18: International Migrants Day, http://www.un.org/depts/dhl/
events/migrants 
19: United Nations Day For South-South Cooperation, http://
www.un.org/Depts/dhl/events/south/index.html 
20: International Human Solidarity Day 

UN Events for 2009 
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UN Nepal 

UN Resource Materials 

ADB 
http://www.adb.org 
FAO 
http://www.fao.org 
ILO  
htt://www.ilo.org 
IMF 
http://www.imf.org 
OHCHR  
http://nepal.ohchr.org 
OCHA 
http://www.un.org.np 
UNAIDS  
http://www.unaids.org 
UNCDF 
http://www.uncdf.org/nepal 
UNDP  
http://www.undp.org.np 
UNESCO  
 http://www.unesco.org/kathmandu 
UNFPA 
http://www.unfpanepal.org 
UN-HABITAT  
http://www.unhabitat.org 
UNHCR 
http://www.unhcr.org 
UNIC 
http://unic.un.org/kathmandu 
UNICEF 
http://www.unicef.org 
UNIFEM 
http://www.unifem.org 
UNMIN 
http://www.unmin.org.np 
UNODC 
http://www.unodc.org 
UNRCPD 
http://www.unrcpd.org.np 
UNV 
http://www.unv.org.np 
WB 
http://www.worldbank.org 
WFP 
http://www.wfp.org 

UNIC Kathmandu is located in the UN House where 
most of the UN agencies in Nepal are also located. 
UNIC has a same entrance for visitors to facilitate 
their access into the Centre - be it to consult the 
reference library; to attend press conferences or for 
seeking information on UN related issues. 
 
UNIC undertakes extensive press activities, such as 
organizing press conferences for visiting UN officials, 
and for other UN agencies located in Nepal. It helps 
to prepare joint statements for the UN Country 

Team on various important issues and disseminates statements of the UN 
Secretary-General and other press releases/news/articles/reports coming 
from UN Headquarters. It is fully accessible to media persons and visitors 
during office hours.  
 
In its constant endeavor to upgrade its service delivery with new and 
innovative approach through recent Information Technology, UNIC 
Kathmandu has implemented the electronics library system with internet 
facility to visitors as well as e-Catalogue for fast and efficient  tracking of 
available contents in reference library. This catalogue is available online for 
home users as well as for other individuals. 

UNIC Kathmandu in Brief 


